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TO HIS 

ROYAL HIGHNESS 

FREDERIC 

Prince of WALES. 

S I R, 

IN prefuming to lay the following 
Work before Your Royal Highnefs, 
I am encourgcd by the dignity of 
the fttbje£t» by the great name of Taci- 
tVLS, and by the fincerlty of my own 
hearti conicious of honefl: and loyal in- 
tentions, and iincerely attached to the in* 
tcrdi of Yoir Illidlrious Family, as well 
A 2 as 



IV DEDICATION. 

as unfeignedly devoted 16 that of Your 
Perfon. But what gives me higher affu- 
rance, is a perfuafion, that no attempt jte 
ferve and vindicate the caufe of Liberty 
can fail of being countenanced by Your 
Royal Highnefs. Such countenance is 
worthy of a Prince of the Houfe of Ha- 
rover, worthy of an Heir Apparent to 
the Britifli Crown. Since this Caufe i$ 
the noble foundation of Your Royal Fa*. 
ther's Government, as we firmly hope 
it will be the glory of Your's, and as it 
is indeed the genuine glory of all Princes,, 
glory arifing from a true, a god-like 
lource, even the well-being of Society 
and the general good of man. It is 
what all good and wife Princes will 
purfue as the fureft bulwark of their 
Throne, as the brighteft ornament in 
their Crown, and the beft warrant for 
future praife. 

Indeed ever fuitable to the ipirit and 
reign of a Prince will be his fame when 
he ceafes to reign. After his death, men 
will ufe him as he in his lifetime ufed 
them, with refcntment or applaufc, with 

honour 
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honour or reproach. A living Prince 
who is hated may be flattered, perhaps 
the more flattered for being hated, as 
flattery is often no more than a difguife 
for averfion, at leaft for the want of 
affeftion ; and, the grofl"er it is, the more 
it anfwers the end. Nay, every Prince 
in the world would ft^rely abhor all flat- 
terers, if he confidered that whoever 
flatters him muft needs alfo contemn 
him : Since it can never be fuppofed, 
that any would venture to miflead him 
by vile arts to gain (elfifli ends, unlefs 
they entertained withal a very mean opi- 
nion of his underftanding. But when 
death, which flatters no man, has bereft 
him of his power and lufl:re, when he 
is laid low, and can no longer terrify or 
prefer, flattery which only followed his 
fortune, and ftudied to deceive him for 
intereft, will, like all falfe friends, de- 
fert his memory. Then, though per- 
haps he was never told that he had any 
faults (whereas from fome no man was 
ever exempt) a thoufand will probably 
be objedled to him, perhaps with many 
invidious aggravations. Even they who 
A 3 had 
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Bad fed him with conftant incenfc, and 
long Winded him with the foiokc of it, 
inftead of now vindicating one whom 
fo lately they adored, will perhaps join 
in the cry againft him, and be foremoft in 
upbraiding him with errors which they 
would never fuffer him to fee, probably 
caufcd him to ccmmit. 

Such, Sir, is the experience to be 
learned from Hiftory, fuch the ufeful lef* 
fens which it affords to Princes. They 
will there fee that, where fear or intereft 
governs the hearts of men, guile will be 
apt to guide their tongues, and that, as 
it is in the power of Princes to hurt or 
oblige numbers, there will always be 
numbers ready to deceive them ; and 
they can hope to hear plain truth but 
from very few ; that there have been 
fome, indeed too many, who feem never 
to have heard any truth at all, at leaft, 
where it was of any importance to their 
duty ^nd government, though it fo near- 
ly concerned them ; becaufe from their 
hearing or not hearing it, infinite good 
or infinite evil was t# redound to their 

people. 
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people, as well as to their own quiet and 
fame. 

Hence Jllftory is to be carefully con- 
fulted as a faithful Monitor, upon which 
nor awe nor hopes have any inftlience; 
a Monitor which nakedly reprefents the 
anions of Princes and the refult of thofe 
aftions, what meafures tended to their 
credit and eafe, what to their anguifti 
and dishonour ; how liable they are to 
be deceived, how readily abandoned by 
deceivers j how feveral very good men 
proved very bad Princes, by being mifled 
oy evil fervants, fuch as carefully de- 
prived them of the counfel and afliftance 
of the beft 5 and how differently men 
fpeak of Princes and to Princes, how 
differently of the liviiig and of the dead. 
And hence may be feen the apparent, 
the precious value of truth, how many 
have been undone for want of hearing it^ 
how many might have profpered better 
had they known it. 

From Hiftory a Prince will difcernv 

that a Country well governed does well 

A 4 reward 
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reward and fecure it's Governor, but that 
by evil Government he is precluded from 
all tranquility here, and from any ho- 
nourable name hereafter : That what- 
ever deftroys his people is deftruftive to 
himfelf, for they are his glory and 
ftrength. So that in taking an affeftio- 
nate care of his people he does but for- 
tify his Throne, of which they are the 
beft: guards; does but procure his own 
cafe and ftability, and purchafe an ex- 
cellent and unperifhing name. 

It will be there learned that he may 
indeed find men to ferve him even where 
Ills commands are unjuft ; but, befides 
that fervices which are difliked are fel- 
dom chearfully performed, they who 
perform them will iirft or laft, to excufe 
themfelves, throw all the blame and 
feandal upon him. He will find that of 
juft commands only, no Prince has any 
caufe to be afhamed j and that all honeft 
fervices every honeft man will be for- 
ward to execute, all men ready to jufti- 
fy : That between the intereft of a Prince, 
who ads juftly, and the intereft of his 

people. 
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people, there can never be any compe- 
tition or difagreement : That whatever 
he gains from them unjuftly, will yield 
him bitter fruits ; that though many will 
be ready to humour him at all adven- 
tures, none are fit, none worthy to ferve 
him, but fuch as in ferving him ftudy 
alfo the happinefs of his fubjefts ; that 
to exhauft or opprefs them, to vitiate and 
debafe them, can never be for his intereft, 
nor fuch as do it for him or advife him 
to do it, his real friends : That what- 
ever meafures of his injure the Public, 
muft be injurious to him, and that no- 
thing which is unjuft can bring him any 
real advantage. 

He wilt fee that, in the nature and 
ordinary courfe of things, evil coanfels 
are followed by painful confequences, 
and that no purfuits whatever which are 
not worthy and upright, can fccure reft 
and comfort to the human foul : That 
the moft fuccefsful conquerors, the moft 
fortunate wicked men, have by their 
wicked counfels been bereft of all calm- 
nefs and internal felicity (for, other than 
A 5 internal 
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internal there is ixme) and lived under 
perpetual infecuritj, or peq)etual ftrug-* 
gles and anxiety: That the great, the 
able and accompliibed Cse^ar was often 
prtfled by diflreis and deipair, ready to 
fly his Country, threatened with being 
tried and condemned as a Public Crinii- 
nal, ready to fall upon his own fword ; 
and that after a reftlefs life, full of hur- 
ry and perplexity, full of fears and cares, 
he periihed juft as he had eftabliihed his 
Tyranny, though with it he could not 
eitabliih his own happinefs': That who- 
ever makes numbers unhappy and dii^ 
contented, cannot exped to be eafy and 
happy himfelf : That happy, truly hap- 
py, is he who does good to all men, 
who caules whole Nations to rejoice and 
to blcfs him: That had Ccfar, in order 
to preferve and fecure Public Liberty, 
done what he did to dcftroy it, had he 
for this glorrous end exerted the fame 
induftry ar^d admirable talents, what an 
an iabk charader he had been, in what 
feciirity he might have lived 1 or that he 
had certainly died in renown^ however he 
had died. 

I Hiilory 
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Hiftory will (hew, that the moft pow- 
erful Princes in the world grow infecure 
as foon as they grow oppreffive , when 
£a great a Monarch as John Balilowitz: 
of Mufcovy, he who held. States fo vaft 
in extent, ^nd authority without bounds^, 
could negotiate as he did, with the Em- 
l>affador of our greater Queen Elizabeth* 
(greater becaufe beloved, and obferving 
the L^ws) for a relreat and prote(3:ioa. 
in England under an apprebenfion of 
being expelled from his own Kingdom;; 
a fi^te which hjg dally dreaded, though 
fee had many flatterers who applauded^ 
all his oppreffions and errors, efpecially 
his extreme bigotry to Saints and Mafles: 
That thus infecure, thus miferable and 
fearful did the rigor of his Government 
and overmuch Power render him ; and: 
in fuch fafety and credit did that excel- 
lent Qijeen reign, becaufe her Throne 
was ellabliihed in Liberty and Righteouf- 
nefs. She might have faid with the re- 
nowned Emperor Cyrus, that (he could' 
not conceive how a Prince could fail of 
being beloved, if he ferioully endeavour- 
ed to he fo. ' 

A 6 As 
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As in Hiftory a Prince will fee caufc 
for not diftrufting his faithful fervants, 
fince from overmuch diffidence, as well 
as from overmuch confidence, he may 
alike hurt himfelf ; he will likewife per- 
ceive the neccflity of infpedling his own 
affairs, and of not trading blindly to 
others : He will fee what a hican figure 
fuch Princes made, who lazily tranf- 
ferred their great office to Favourites, 
will fee their uneafy and unfortunate 
reigns. From hence he will make the 
fame obfervation which Schah Abbas, the 
Emperor of Perfia, made to a creature of 
his, who told him, that he degraded tl>e 
Royal Majefty by being Ictn too much 
by his people, ** No, faid that able 
** Prince : It is owing to the tricks and 
** frauds of Flatterers, that a Prince is 
" Ihut up in folitude, whence they thcm- 
** felves may have the more fcope to ty- 
** rannize in his name. He who would 
** truly reign, muft fee all, and dire^ all." 
He will find caufe for giving up guilty 
Minifter^i to the juft complaints ol his 
fubje(5ls, and fqr fupporting the inno- 
cent 
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cent againft all the clamours of facdon, 
iince the beft may be traduced, and 
the bad to iave themielves, may ruia 
him. 

He win there learn, that all the do» 
ings of a Prince, however ftudioufly con- 
cealed, are in danger of being common- 
ly known ; that all his purfuits, coun- 
fels, and pleafures are likely in time to 
be publiflied and canvaiTed, probably 
inifconftrued, and judged with rigour : 
That to all his anions, to all his words, 
there will be many officious witncfles> 
many greedy, perhaps unfaithful lifteners : 
That this is a lot unfeparably annexed 
to an elevated ftate ; and thence he will 
be convinced how much it concerns him 
to do and to fay nothing unworthy of 
himfelf, nothing juftly to offend his Peo- 
ple. 

He will find the nobleft defigns for 
the Public Good often marred by malig- 
nant fpirits, through private pique and 
the gratification of a particular pallion ; 
find one man, or party of men, fre* 

quently 
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quemly combining to diftrefs, perhaps to 
deftroy their Country, becaufe another 
man, or party of men was employed 
to fcrve it or to fave it* He will find 
perfonal and domeftic fcudis often pro- 
ducing popular fad:ions, and even con- 
vulfions in the State, fuch as have threaten -^ 
ed it's downfal > likp the firft quarrel- 
between Livius Drufus^ and Servilius^ 
Caepio at Rome, in the time of the 
Commonwealth, a quarrel that rent all 
the City into angry Parties, Yet from 
what mighty caufe did it begin ? From^ 
fko otfher than that the two families hap« 
pened to bid upon one .another for a- 
Gold Ring at an Audion. Hence he. 
will learn to ftifle betimes the beginning 
of fadJ:ion in the State. 

He will find tha(t a Prince trufting to- 
flattery and furrounded with flatterers, is 
often long hated before he knows that he 
is not beloved j nay, whilft he is perfuad«* 
ed that he is. Hence he will refolve to^ 
beware of fuch as are always foothing 
him, refolve, in order to gain the love 
of his People, tp d& tilings which, (hall 

convince 
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convince them that he loves them, as the 
fureft way of making them love him, 
and of knowing that they do. 

He will perceive that all the goods of 
Fortune are tranfient and periihing, that 
Fortune, even when £he finiles moft^ 
may prove untoward and deiert hin)^ 
like that of the great Kings of Babyloq^ 
Nebuchadnezzar and Bel£hazzar, who, 
whtUl fecure of their power, boafting in 
their might, and r efigned to luxury and 
bamqaetting, felt a terrible reverfc, the 
one degraded, the other (lain. He wiU 
find, that of all the felicities of this 
woiid, and amongft all it's pofledions^ 
Virtue alone is that which can never pe- 
rifli, never forfake him. Nor power 
nor youth, nor pleafure can be flayed or 
fccured againfl malice, and time, and 
accidents. But Virtue is a fure fupport, 
always prefent and unchangeable, above 
envy, above rage, and fate. Even he 
who perifhes for his Virtue, is happier 
than one who by opprcffing Virtue ac- 
qoifes Empice^. 

By 



xvi DEDICATION. 

By Virtue Your Royal Highnefs wiH 
cafily conceive to be here underftood the 
folid and extenfive Virtue of a Prince, 
fuch as prompts him ta da good to all 
men, fuch a» reftrains him from injur- 
ing any, and not an unmanly fondncfs 
for fanciful obfervanccs atnd forms, nor a 
propenfity to monkifh devotions, nor his 
foftering and enriching Hypocrites and 
Bigots ; things v^hich fuch men gene- 
rally mifcall by that venerable name, or 
at ieaft confider as equivalents for ihc 
want of it in other and more important 
inftances, the notable mifguidance, and 
fometimes to the ruin of Kings, fuch 
efpecially as were devout, but tyrannical, 
and by humouring Bigots, were encou- 
raged in their Tyranny. 

He will find, that as true Valour is 
a glorious quality, which has no other 
aim than the welfare of Society, and the 
chaftifement of fuch as difturb it ; fo a 
wanton Spirit of fighting and conquer- 
ing is always mifchievous to the world, 
without bringing him who has it any 

folid 
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folld advantages^ but always much guilty 
danger and difquiet; that it proves ge- 
nerally perncious to himfelf, almoft ever 
deftruftive to the conquered : That fuch 
diffufive miflhief is but diffufive infa- 
my, though he may judge fo ill as to 
aim at public adoration and fame ; and 
that it were defireable, for the quiet and 
welfare of human kind, that fuch ro- 
mantic Deftroyers, fuch fanguinary Lu- 
natics, were locked up in Mad-houfes, 
or in Dens, with their lefs milchievous 
brethren, poflefled with humbler diftrac- 
tion, and fatiated with lefs blood. 

He will fee much ground for approv- 
ing the advice of Ifocratcs, not to envy 
Princes who poffefs vaft territories, but 
only to emulate fuch as know how to 
preferve and improve their own. He 
will be convinced, that Princes who have 
the fmallcft Dominions, have enough to 
do, if they will do it well ; and that 
vaft Empires, inftead of growing more 
flourifliing and populous, grow general- 
ly Defarts. He will perceive the un- 
fpeakable advantages of public Liberty, 

the 
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the fingular profperity of Free States, 
how fuperior to fuch are not frte, in 
Strength, People, and Wealth ; that all 
thefc advantages accrue to the Prince, 
whenever he wants them for public ends ; 
and that no other ends can he have, 
if he confult his duty and glory, fince in 
pronwting the felicity of his State both 
his glory and his duty are found : That 
he who feparates himfelf from his Peo- 
ple, can only earn infccurity and re- 
proach ; nor aught elfe can he expe<H: but 
reproach, and the fevereft, if he ftfive 
againfl the happioefs of his Subjeds, and 
bring mifery upon thofe whom he is 
bound to cherifli and proteft. He will 
confider what anguiih it muft be to a 
Prince whofe Subjefts are oppreffcd and 
enflaved, to fee how infinitely fuch as 
are free furpafs his, to compare their 
plenty and cafe with the poverty and 
meanncfs of his own. He will find fmall 
Free States contending againft great Em- 
pires with fuperior Prowefs and Might ; 
iind a fingle City baffiing the efforts of 
mighty abfolute Kings, like that of Se- 
Jeucia, which for feveral years together 

repulfed 
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polfed the whole power of Parthia; and 
that Tacitus had reafon to fay, that the 
Romans had always fDund the Germans, 
who were ever a free People, a much 
more terrible enemy than the mighty 
Parthian Monarchy. 

Your Royal Highncfs is horn to go- 
vern a People the moft free upon earth, 
a People always free, yet always obc* 
dient to Royal Authority tempered by 
Laws, but ever impatient of encroach^ 
ments and oppreffioa This is the cha-- 
raficc given them by Tacitus fixtecn hun- 
dred years ag^, " That they chearfully 
*^ complied with the levies"of men, with 
^* the impofition of Tribute, and with 
** all the duties of Government, pro- 
f* vided they received no illegal treat- 
** ment or infults from their Governors : 
** for, thofe they bore with impatience; 
** nor had they been any further fubdued 
" by the Romans, than only to obey 
" juft Laws, but never to fubmit to be 
« Slaves." 

Such, Sir, was the Genius of the Bri^ 
tifli People then, fuch it has continued, 

and 
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and fuch it remains : They were always 
peaceable Subjefts to Princes who ob- 
ferved the Laws, very uneafy and difcon- 
tented under fuch as fct themfclveis about 
Law, and therefore loft all by grafping 
at too much. As long as the chief 
Ruler kept his Oath, the people kept 
their Allegiance, generally longer. They 
have been always fond of Monarchy mo 
dclled and limited by Laws. Nor does 
fuch limitation infer any infufEciency or 
defedl in this fort of Government, but 
only that the Monarch is fecured againil 
committing errors, and fufFering for tliem, 
from hurting himfelf and his people. It 
is undoubtedly the moft defireable and 
complete form that the good fortune or 
men has hitherto produced, or their wit 
been capable of contriving, and allow* 
all the Liberty and Protedlion which Sub 
jeds can want from Government, all the 
true Grandeur and Dignity which Princes . 
can defire from Empire, even the unli- 1^ 
mited Power of doing good. Of morel^ 
Liberty than it affords us we are hardly* 
capable, and an efxdeavour to extend it* 
much further might break it: As indeed' 

Liberty 
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Liberty, as well as Power, then always 
ceafcs to be fecure, whenever it is turned 
into licentioufncfs. No civilized Nation 
in the World enjoys fo much; nor is 
there any Government exifting, where 
the malice of men in Power has lefs fcope 
than here, or fewer opportunities of 
diftrefling or deftroying fuch as they 
dillike. 

This Conftitution has indeed been of- 
ten fliaken, fomctimes opprefled j but 
having it's foundations very deep and 
ftrong, it ftill recovered it's ancient frame 
and vigour, to it's own honour, and to 
iHe lafting contumely, often to the ruin, 
of fuch as had cruflied it. The power 
of the Crown, and the privileges of the 
Subjeds, are fortunately proportioned. 
They have Liberty enough to make them 
happy : The Crown has authority enough 
to maintain and increafe that happinefs, 
and therefqre poffeffes all the glory which 
can adorn a Crown, This is the true 
and fubftantial renown of Princes. Any 
other renown than this is all adulterate 
and forged s nor could there be greater 

vanity 
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Canity than that of a late cnterprizing , 
Monarch, who pretended to high glory, | 
though to gain it he was beggaring and 
opprefiing his Subjeds. A Prince can 
then truly boaft his glory, when his Peo- 
ple can boaft their fivedom and eaie. 
This, Sir, is the lot with which we arc 
now bleffed under the mild and jtrft Go* 
vernment of Your Royal Father 5 and, 
when he has finifhed his Reign with 
great renown and length of days, we 
(ee much cauie for prefuming upon the 
fame happy lot from the Reign of Your 
Royal Highiiefs^ 

As in the following Hiftory, composed 
by a man of extraordinary wifdom, there 
are found many excellent rules and lef- 
(bns for the conduA of Princes, with 
many afFeSkig warnings taken from the 
ill fate of inch as obfcrved not thefe rules, 
I humbly prefcnt it to Your Royal High- 
ncfs. This I do with very . affedlionatc 
zeal for your intereft and honour, and 
am utterly unbiafled by any fuch motives 
as ufually produce Dedications to Princes. 
Hie whole of my requeft and ambition 
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iss that this Addrefs^ and the following 
jHiftory and Difcourfes, may be graci- 
oufly accepted, and that to myfelf may 
be allowed the honour of being ever 
efteemed^ what I fincerely am, with in« 
tire duty, fubmiflion, and refpedt, 

S I R, 
Your Royal Highnefs's 
. Moft H umble, 

17 ' ' ■"•"* >--"■•'*• 

Moft Dutiful, and 

Moft Obedient Servant, 



T. GORDON, 
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TACITUS. 



BOOK I. 



The SUMMARY. 

The Decay of good HiJiorianSy whence : the partid" 
lity of IVriters^ why* IVhat copious matter for 
the following Hijlory, The condition of the City^ 
jirmiesy and Provinces ^ upon the death ^#Nero. 
Galba dijliked : the wickednefs of his Mintjiers : 
the Soldiery discontented. Of Vefpafian, Mucia- 
nus, and the Forces in the Eafl» Thofe in Germany 
revolt. Galba adopts Pifo : Otho cohfpires againjl 
hoth^ corrupts the Pratorian guards^ and is by them 
faluted Emperor, GdXhz, and V\(o murdered : their 
Characters, What terror prevails in the City, Vi- 
tellius proclaimed Emperor ^ by whom and how. The 
march of his Jrmy and Generals into Italy : he bim^ 
felf follows. His luxury and Jiupidity , The^crueU 
ty and rapine of his Generals Caecina and Valens* 
The behaviour of Oiho ; he and Vitellius Jirive t9 
over reach one another, Combuftions in Moefia, 
Vol. III. B hut 
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but reprejfed. The terrible fpirit of the foldiers in 
the Cityy their dfforders and infurreSIion : they re-- 
quire to have the whole Senate rhurdered : are %vith 
difficulty appeafed by Otho. The melancholy Jiat€ of 
Rome : Otho leases it^ and proceeds to war. — Ad 
thefe the tranfaSliom of a few months. 

WITH the fecond Confulfhip of Servius 
Galba, who had Titus Vinius for hj* Col- 
legue, I (hall begin this Work. For, 
the preceding hiftory, eight hundred and twenty 
years backwards to the foundation of Rome, has 
been by divers authors compiled, who, m recount- 
ing the tran(a(5lions of the Roman peojj^Ie, have ac- 
quitted themfelves with an eloquence equal to their 
freedom of fpirit altogether unconfined. But when 
after the battle of Aftiura public peace could be no 
otherwife obtained, than by throwing the whole 
power into the hands of one, all fuch noble writers 
difappeared. Moreover, towards the impairing and 
corrupting of truth, many other caufes concurred : 
As. firft, the Republic being but one man's j>ro- 
perty, Rome was become to her own Citizens like 
another State, foreign and unknown. Then en- 
fued a fervile pronenefs to idolize the Emperors, or 
an equal d|*teftation of their perfons and power. So 
that, between the complaifance of fome, and the 
refentmerit of others, the care of informing pofte- 
rity was loft. It is true, that againft a fawning 
writer we are cafily upon our guard ; but greedily 
fwallowed are calumnies and bitternefs ; fince, while 
in fycophancy there appears the deteftable blot of 
fervitude and dcbafement, detraflion and inveSive 
come covered under the difguife of boldnefs and free 
fpeech. To me neither Gaiba, nor Otho, nor Vi- 
tellius was known by any a£l of favour or injuftice. 
That my promotion in the Stat^ was begun by Vef- 
jpafian, augmented by Titus, and by Domitian ad> 

vanced 
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vanced yet higher, I would by no means difowm 
But by thofe who profefs to deliver truth, naked and 
uncorrupt, nor perfonal afFeflion nor perfonal hate 
niuft be admitted into their Charafters of men. If 
life remain, I have referved, for the employment 
Tof my old age, the reign of the deified Nerva, with 
that of the Emperor Trajan 5 a work more copious, 
as well as more fafe : Such is the rare felicity of 
thefe times, when you are at full liberty to enter- 
tain what fentiments you plea(e, and to declare what 
fentiments you entertain. 

My prefent attempt is to defcribe a time abound- 
ing in furprifing events ; tragical in battles and 
flaughter ; full of fury and faftion ; a time horrible 
and bloody even in the intervals of peace : Four 
Emperors were flain by the fword ; three fierce ci- 
vil wars ; foreign wars flill more ; generally a fad 
mixture of both : Our affairs indeed fuccefsful in 
the Eaft, but in the Weft melancholy and dl- 
faftrous : Commotions begun in Illyricum, and be- 
ginning in both the Gauls ; Britain reduced, and 
juft after loft : The Suevian people, and thofe of 
Sarmatia, confederated againft us : the name of the 
Dacians, for the many bloody defeats, fometimes fuf- 
tained by us, fometimes returned upon them, be- 
come great and renowned : The Parthians ready to 
arm'^ upon the appearance of a counterfeit Nero^: 
Italy in the mean time aiHifted with frefli calamities 
akogether tragical, or with old, after a long inter- 
miftion, revived : The faireft cities of Campania 
fwallowed up or overthrown, and that fine terri- 
tory, fruitful above all others, covered with defo- 
lation : Rome itfelf, by frequent conflagrations, laid 
wafte ; her temples, the moft venerable and ancient, 
utterly confumed ; nay, the capitol burnt down by 
the hands of Romans : Religion profaned ; mighty 
and daring adiJteries : The Ifles peopled with Ex^ 
Hes I the rocks contaminated with murder and blood. 
B z But 
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But more hideous ftill were the ravages of cruelty 
at Rome : It was treafonable to be noble, or to be 
rich, or to have borne honours, or to have declined 
them ; and the reward of worth and virtue was in- 
evitable deftruftion. Nor were the baneful villai- 
nies of the Informers more (hocking than their 
mighty and diftinguifliing rewards ; whilft upon 
fome were beftowed, as the fpoils of the State, the 
Pontifical dignities and thofe of the Confulfliip : 
Others were fent with Procuratorial authority into 
the Provinces : Some were made prime confidents 
and minifters at home ; and in every ilation, exert- 
ing all their terrors, and purfuing their hate, they 
controuled and confounded all things. Slaves were 
fuborned againft their Matters, Freedmen againft 
their Patrons ; and fuch as had no enemies, were 
betrayed and undone by their friends. 

The age however was not fo utterly forfaken of 
all virtue, but that it likewife afforded laudable ex- 
amples of friendftip and magnanimity. There were 
mothers who accompanied their banifhed fons ; wives 
who followed their hufbands into exile ; in kindred 
were found refolutipn and fuccour ; in fons-in-law 
conftancy and duty ; in flaves fuch fidelity as mock- 
ed all the menaces and horror of the torture : illuf- 
trious men ftruggling under keen diftrefs, fupport- 
"Sng it nobly, and their fortitude in death equal to 
that of the moft celebrated ancients. Befides the 
cndlefs emergencies and rotations which were pure- 
ly human ; there appeared, in the earth and the air, 
fuch figns as were more than natural, the tumult 
and menaces of thunder, and other prophetic warn- 
ings ; but all ftrangely varying, joyful, terrible, 
doubtful, apparent. In truth, as never had more 
tragical calamities befallen the Roman people, ne- 
ver was it proved by more evident indications, that 
not for our protedion, but for their own vengeance, 
is the providence of the Gods over us. 

But 
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But before I begin the thread of my ftory, it fecms 
neceflary to rcprefent the condition of the City, 
the fpirit of the feveral armies, the ftate and difpo- 
fition of the Provinces, with our political advan- 
tages and weaknefles in the whole Roman world ; 
that hence may be learnt not only the laft refult of 
things, which for the moft part feems fortuitous, 
but their caufes too and firft movements. As the 
death of Nero pafs'd for a puHic bleffing, efpecially 
in the firft fally of joy ; fo it awakened different 
paiBons in the minds of men, not only at Rome, in 
the Senate, People, and City- troops, but in all the 
Legions every where, and in the Leaders of the Le- 
gions ; as then firft was difclofed a fecret of govern- 
ment which affedted all thefe interefts; ** that e\k^ 
*' where than at Rome an Emperor could be cre- 
" ated." The Senators rejoicing in their ancient 
liberty juft refumed, exercifed it with the greater 
boldnefs, as Galba was a new Prince, not yet efta- 
bVifhed, and abfent. The principal Roman Knights 
were, next to the Senators, infpired with the fame 
pleafing paffion. Such of the people as remained 
uncorrupt, and were attached to the intereft of the 
great families, with the followers and freedmen of 
perfons condemned to death or exile, became revived 
with vigorous hopes. The Vulgar, funk in fordid- 
nefs and debauchery, and inured to the idle amufe- 
ments of the Theatre and the Circus ; with them 
the viler fort of bondmen, or others who having 
wafted their fortunes, fubfifted by the infamousVices 
of Nero, were all ftruck with fadnefs, all greedy of 
rumours and innovations. 

The foldiery of Rome, poflefled with a long and 
fworn fealty to the family of the Caefars, and from 
no biafs in themfelves, but rather by artifice and in- 
ftigation, urged to defert Nero; after they found 
that the promife of a donative in Galba's name was 
^unfulfilled ', that there was not in peace^ as in war, 
B 3 equal 
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equal fcope for mighty merit and mighty recom- 
pences ; and that the favour of a Prince created by 
the Legions, would be engrofled by the Legions j 
became abandoned to novel deiigns, in which they 
were further animated by the treafonable practices 
of Nymphidius their Captain, who had ejnbarked 
in meafures to feize the Sovereignty. It is true, 
that in the very attempt Nymphidius perifhed. But, 
though the head of the confpiracy was cut ofF, moft 
of the foldiers had been engaged in it, and their dif- 
afFedion remained. Nor did they refrain from fc- 
ditious invectives, vilifying Galba for his old age 
and avarice. That fcverity of his, a quality fo ad- 
mired of old, and by the ancient armies ever diftin- 
guifhed with applaufe, was very grievous to a floth- 
ful foldiery fcorning the primitive difcipHne, and 
for fourteen years fo habitua^d to the bafe reign of 
Nero, that at this time they no lefs admired the 
vilencfs and vices of their Princes, than of old they 
had' adored their virtues. The difaffedion was 
heightened by a faying of Galba's, worthy indeed <jf 
virtue and the Commonwealth, but perilous" tah im- 
felf; that he thofe his folditrs^ and did not imy them. 
Neither did the reft of his condu(5t correfpond widi 
this good rule, 

Titus Vinius, and Cornelius Laco, his minifiers, 
the one of all men the moft peftiiently wicked, the 
other the moft worthlefs and abjedi, deriving upon 
him the weight and infamy of their own numbcr- 
lefs iniquities, and fcorn upon the impotency of the 
adroinittration, involved the Prince, already en- 
feebled with age, in utter ruin. Slow and bloody 
was his march to Rome, as in it had been flain Cin- 
gonius Varro, Conful ele<a, and Petronius Turpilia- 
-nus, who had been Conful j the former as an ac- 
complice in the Confpiracy of Nymphidius, Petro- 
nius for having command as General under Nero j 
both thought to have periihed as innocents, as they 

died 
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died without being heard in their own defence. His 
publi<!k entry into the City, after the maffacre of fo 
many thoufand foldiers deftitute of arms, was of 
boding arpe£t, and terrible even to thofe by whofe 
fwords they had fallen. A Spanifli Legion was by 
him brought into the City, where likewife remain- 
ed another, one enrolled by Nero out of the Ma- 
rines. So that Rome was filled with an arrny al- 
together new and extraordinary there. For, be- 
fides all thefe forces, there were many more from 
Germany, Britain, and lllyricum ; fuch as had been 
thence detached by Nero, and fent forwards to the 
Cafpian ftreights, for the war which he meditated 
againft the Albanians, but recalled to fupprefs the 
Tevolt of Vindex in Gaol, Thefe were mighty and 
abundant tnaterials for public combuftipns and 
trhangefi ; in truth, not all diretSHy combining in fa- 
vour of any particular, yet all prepared for the nej^ 
daring fpirit. 

At the fame junSure it fortuned, that the aflaf- 
lination of Clodius Macer, and that of Fonteius 
Capito^ were divulged, Macer, whifft he raifed 
' manifeft commotion in Africa, was by Trebonius 
Gaructanus, the Imperial Procurator there, at the 
command of Galba, flain ; and Capito in Germany 
for the fame crime, by Cornelius Aquinus and Fa- 
bius Valens, Commanders of the Legions, with- 
out flaying for the Emperor's command. There 
were who believed that Capito, however abomi- 
nable he were, ftained with avarice, and immerfed 
in impurities,^ had yet declined to engage in any 
turbulent counfels ; that having rejeSed the folici- 
tations of Aquinus and Valens to rebel with them, 
he was by them charged with their own ill faith 
and treafon ; and that Galba, whether from un-^ 
fteadinefs of fpirit, or afraid of making deeper fcru- 
tiny, and feeming to approve their conduft, what- 
ever it were, feeing whatever it were, it could not 
B4 be 
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be recalled, ratified the execution. However it v^erc, 
both thefe executions, that of Macer as well as that 
of Capito, were fadly received ; the ufual fate of 
every Prince under public hate ; fincc every adlion 
of hisy whether good or evil, is invidioufly con- 
ftrued, and contributes to undo him. Already too 
his Frecdraen, indulged in immoderate power, were 
expofing to common fale all the h9nours and emo- 
luments of the State. His Bondmen alfo were 
greedy to profit by their fudden funfliine, and eager 
to convert into hafly gains the fliort reign of an 
ancient Matter. So that in the Court of Galba 
appeared all the evils and excefTes lately feen in that 
of Nero, and were equally grievous, but not equal- 
ly excufed. To thofc who were accuftomed to be- 
hold the youth and gay perfon of Nero, even the 
age of Galba was matter of derifion and hate ; agree- 
ably to the genius of the Vulgar, in their compa- 
ring of Princes, always to prefer figure and peribnal 
grace. 

Such was the temper of men at Rome, fuicable 
to that of a multitude fo mighty and various. For 
the Provinces ; Spain was governed by Cluviuis Ru- 
fus, an eloquent man, qpalified for affairs in time 
of peace, but void of experience in war. Both the 
Gauls, befldes that they ftill reverenced the memory 
©f Vindex, were retained by recent obligations, the 
privilege of Roman Citizens, and the reduSion of 
their Tribute. Thofe Gallic Cities, however, which 
Jay contiguous to the German armies, as they were 
not diflinguifhed with the like honours, but fome 
of them even fliortened of their territory, felt the 
fame meafure of indignation from the advantages 
repeated by others, as from the indignities done to 
themfelves. Amongft the German armies appeared 
a fpirit altogether threatening in forces fo mighty. 
From the pride of their late vLftory, they were be- 
come exulting and furious s and, from fear of be- 
ing 
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ing charged with efpoufing an oppofitc caufe, anxi- 
ous and diftruftful. Late and flow had been their 
revolt from Nero ; neither had Verginius their Ge- 
neral declared immediately for Galba. Whether 
he ftudied to make himfelf Emperor, is uncertain, 
but univerfally agreed, that the foldiery had tender- 
ed him the fempire. By the flaying of Capito, 
even fuch as could not complain that it was unde- 
ferved, were yet piqued and enraged. What ihey 
wanted was a leader; Verginius having been, un- 
der the fhew of friendlhip,. removed from them ; 
and in his Perfon, as be was not reftored, but his 
condud even arraigned, they conceived themfelves 
to be charged as delinquents. 

The Army in Upper Germany contemned their 
Commander, Hordeonius Flaccus, one, from his 
Jamenefs and the infirmities of age, unweildy and 
decrepit, void of firmnefs, void of authority ; un- 
equal, in truth, to the direction of a foldiery the 
moft orderly and peaceable, fo that, under their pre- 
fent frenzy, they were even further inflamed by his 
impotent endeavours to reftrain them. The Le- 
gions in Lower Germany had been a good while 
without a Commander of Confular name ; till now 
by Galba, Vitellius was fent, the fon of that Vi- 
tellius who had been Cenfor and thrice Conful. 
This to the Emperor feemed fufficient. The Ar- 
my in Britain was free from all diforder and the 
rage of parties. None, in truth, of all our Le- 
gions lived more inofiinfively than they, during all 
the heat and uproar of the civil wars ; perhaps be- 
caufe they were remote, and feparated by the fea ; 
or perhaps by frequent aftion in the field, they had 
been inured upon a foreign foe rather to fpend theif 
hate. Illyricum remained in tranquillity ; though 
the Legions called from thence by Nero> had, while 
they tarried idle in Italy, applied by ambafladors and 
felicitations^ to Verginius. But as by long tra<5b 
B 5 of 
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of countries the two armies were disjointed^ (the 
moft wbolfom^ expedient to iecurc the faith of fol* 
diers^ they neither united their forces, nor commu- 
nicated their infedion and crimes. 

The Eaft continued hitherto free from s^ com- 
motion. Licinius Mucianus, at the head of four 
Legions, governed Syria, a man equaHy fignal for 
the favours and for the frowns of fortune. In his 
youth he had, by all arts and addrefs, courted the 
favour of men in power. His eftate being then waft- 
ed, his condition defperate, the indignation too of 
Claudius threatening him, he crept into a retirement 
in Afia, and there lived as near to the ftate of an 
exile, as he was afterwards to that of a fovereign. 
In him centered a ftrange combination of qualities 
good and bad, luxury and vigilance, haughtinefs 
and complaifance ; during recefs, cxceffively volup- 
tuous $ of infinite abilities when buiinefs urged 
him. Hence his equal {hares of praife and reproach^ 
as a public minifter admired, as a private voluptuary 
condemned. But being a great mafter in all the 
feveral arts of engaging, he was mighty in credit 
with thofe who wg'e under him, or about him, or 
in equal authority with him ; fuch a man, finally, 
as could eafier make an Emperor than be one. The 
war againft the Jews was condu£led by Flavius Vef- 
pafianus, at the head of three Legions ; a com- 
mand to which he had been preferred by Nero. Nor 
againft Galba did Vefpafian harbour any unkind 
'wifti or diftafte ; nay, he had difpatched away his 
fon Titus to perform fealty and homage 5 as in its 
place we.fhall remember. That the Empire was 
by the invifible laws of fate, by prodigies divinely 
fent, and by the refponfes of Oracles, foretold and 
ordained to Vefpafian and his fons ; was what we 
believed after we had feen them Emperors. 

The government of Egypt, with the command of 
the troops which bridled it>. had^ from the times of 

Auguftus, 
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Aiiguftus, been vefted in the Roman ICnights with 
the Authority of its ancient Kings. Such precau- 
tion he thought neceflary, to retain under his ov^a 
infpedion the government of a kingdom furrounded 
with feas and deferts, abounding in grain, intoxi-» 
cated with fuperftition, addi<Sed to riot, and thence 
prone to feuds and fedition ; unacquainted with the 
reftraints of law, and infenfible of duty to magis- 
trates. Tiberius Alexander ruled at this time there,, 
himfelf a native of Egypt. Africa and the Legions^ 
in it were difpofed to fubmit to any Emperor what- 
foever, now Clodius Macer was flain j having iir 
him proved the govern ipent of an humbler mafter. 
The two Mauritanias, Rsetia, Noricum, Thrace, 
and the other countries adminiftered by Procurators, 
adopted the temper of the feveral armies lying next 
them, and were indigated by love or hate to the 
different fa<Sions, according to the neighbourhood 
and influence of the ftronger. The Provinces which 
were unarmed, and Italy itfelf principally, lay open 
to be enflaved by the next invader, whoever he were, 
and to become the prize of war and conquefl. la 
this fxtuation ftood the Roman affairs, whcr; Ser- 
vius Galba in his fecond Confulfhip, with Titus 
Vinius for his Collegue, began the year, which to 
them proved the laft, and upon the Commonwealth 
well nigh brought her final doom. 

Early in January arrived advices from Pompeius 
Propinquus, Procurator of Belgic Gaul, that the Le- 
gions in higher Germany, in open violatipn of their 
oaths and allegiance, demanded imperioufly to have 
another Emperor, and to the pleafure of the Senate 
and People of Rome referred the free election of 
one ; as from fuch complaifance they hoped ta me- 
rit a flighter cenfure of this their revolt. It was 
this intelligence that ripened the defign about which 
Galba had for fome time been deliberating within 
hi|>*fclf> as well as in contert with his confidents, 
B 6. concern- 
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concerning the adoption of a fucceflbr. Nor in 
truth had any fubjed, during the few months of 
his reign, fo much filled all mouths throughout the 
city ; not from the licentious freedom only, and 
fondnefs of canvafSng public counfels and events, 
but in confideration of the crazy age of Galba. 
Few indeed pofleffed any afFeflion for the Public, 
or capacity to Judge of it j but numbers, out of 
fecret and felfim views, awarded the adoption to 
this patron, or to that friend, fpreading his fame in 
cabals. They even found motives equally ftrong 
from their hate of Titus Vinius, who growing 
daily more potent, grew thence daily more detefted. 
For fuch was the weaknefs and acquiefcence of Gal- 
ba, that by it the avarice of his friends, already in- 
fatiable, and ravening according to the meafure of 
' his fovereign fortune, was further heightened and 
excited ; whilft under a Prince thus feeble and 
credulous, their iniquities wer^ attended with the 
fmalleft peril, and with gains the more mighty. 

The whole power of the Sovereignty was fhared 
betweeen Titus Vinius the Conful, and Cornelius 
Laco, Captain of the Praetorian Guards. Nor in- 
ferior to either in grace and authority was Icelus 
his Freedman, now vefted by the Gold ring with 
the order of Knighthood, and every-where called 
by ari equeftrian name,' Martianus. Thefe favou- 
rites, already at variance, and in fmalkr inftances 
purfuing each his own feparate views, were in chefr 
fentiments about chufing a fucceffor, divided into 
two fadions. Vinius was forOtho : Laco and Ice- 
lus were combined together, not fo much to favour 
the intereft of any particular, as that of any par- 
ticular but him. Neither was the friendihip be- 
tween Otho and Titus Vinius unknown to Galba, 
vr.ho had learnt it from the bruitings of fuch as are 
wont to comment upon all things. For as Vinius 
l^ad a daughter who was a widow, and Otha was 

not 
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not married, it was taken for granted that an alli- 
ance between them was intended. It is my own 
opinion) that Galba was, moreover, moved by a 
concern for the commonwealth, which was in vain 
refcued from Nero, were it to devolve upon Otho. 
For, in a manner loofe and idle had Otho wafted 
his tender years, in fcandalous debaucheries his 
youth, and grew acceptable to Nero purely by imi- 
tating his profligate life. To him, therefore, as to 
the chief confident in his impure pleafures, had 
Nero committed the keeping of his beloved miftrefs, 
Poppsea Sabina, till he could accomplifh the removal 
of Odlavia his wife ; but foon fufpefling him for a 
rival, he fent him to Lufitania, where the admini- 
ftration of that province furnifeed a pretence for 
keeping him from Rome. In Lufitania he govern- 
ed with gentlenefs and popularity ; was the foremoft 
to efpoufe the caufe of Galba, nor failed to pro- 
mote it with vigour j and while the war continued, 
made the nobleft figure of all who attended it ; and 
the hopes which, from fuch recommendations, he 
had inftantly conceived of the adoption, continued 
daily to' tranfport him more and more, as he was 
favoured by moft of the foldiery, and as all the 
courtiers and creatures of Nero were paffionate for a 
Prince fo refembling the late one. 

Galba the while, who after tidings of the fedl*- 
tion in Germany (though of Vitellius he hitherto 
knew nothing certain) was befet with anxieties ; 
full of fears whither the fury of the armies might 
tend, nor in truth trufting to the faith of the troops 
in Rome ; applied what to him feemed the only re- 
medy, and held a council for declaring a fucceflbr. 
To it, befides Vinius and Laco, having fummoned 
Marius Celfus, Conful eled, and Ducennius Ge- 
nii n us. Governor of Rome, he, after a fhort fpeech 
concerning his own great age, ordered PifoLicinianus 
to be fent for) it is uncertain whether of his own 

motion 
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■ *"faii th ^ •'"=.""«• But Auguftus, who would 

r^" houfe fyj^ "P°n •'■« own houfe, in his 

<?>'n„,o„^i!|'|''' ^ '"c«ffor : I chufe out of the 

' ^°f that I ^" ''"'' '° *''« Commonwealth. 

Want oF r«.i^™ reduced to this choice by any 

^ Oiore than v '" ^^^' °^* neither did I, no 
^^ efforts of anl^v •^'^'^^''^ ^' fiipreme power by any 
j^ your relation '°" * ^"^ "^ *''"® overlooking 

.. n'/fh what iinLt' "'^i^^ "^5' "T"' i^ "" P''^ 

^^ ^i njen. v- '^"y of mtentton I prefer you to. 

tt «|ua], i„ °" nave a brother, in nobility your 

^^ this fortune jj°?' Superior j a man worthy of 

cc J^'^'^y. Surh • "°* '" yo*» ^"^ °"® ^'" "or* 

ainefs and in» " ^^^^^ age as to be paft the gid- 

u ^^«>- <:ourre^f"y^^y °f yo"t*' 5 <"<=•> ''^s been 

Qua thus lar • 1 » *^at nothing inyourcon- 

„ Yo»i have oni vh j^**"^ to blame. But hitherta 

u ,*'*• More w ^'^ adverfe fortune to contend 

„ V"*?^ of Dror^''?^*"^"^ and keen are the ftimu- 

M A .' and ca?i'^'''*^» to try t*»e temper of the 

„ ftrokes of cliL-^ »« weakneffes. For the 

« f y a Hov,, of ?r^. >^e ftruggle under and bear : 

^ojjupted. ^^^ity Ave are utterly fubdued and 

«*« A? ^'■'^Sft y^'^^ ftill retain, with youJ- 
«« mpn» ''»n<fcur 1^ '^*»ie honour, faith in friend- 
"S'^^^'^haC^ *;'-eedom of fpirit ; endow- 
" flack * ^ fal r-^^ others adorn the mmd of 

" wa» ♦ y°"«" forti^. ,'^c>mplaifance of others wilt 
« kIu 5^°"' heartl^^'^. Flattery will force it» 
"mcbtil* Poifon trT deceitful foothings, the moft 
«evrr^ yo^sand ^^^^ry honeft affeaion, will 
« good in T'*""'* t>^ ^ *=* his own fordid gain wilt 
« converfr "''"°"'- ^Kj^reftiitg your honour and 
" finccre. *AS«W 't-^^^ou and 1 upon this occafion 
^''^ * vMefj ,^* trVi hearts perfeaiy open and 
**-* chufe to make their ad- 

" drefles 
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motion and choice, or, as fome believed, by the 
perfuafions of Laco ; as between him and Pifo there 
had pailed an intercourfe of friendship at the houfe 
of Rubelltus Plautus. But he artfully recommended 
Pifo as one to himfelf unknown ; and to this his 
oounfel had accrued the charadler of fincerity from 
the reputation of the recommended, altogether emi- 
nent and unblemiihed. Pifo was the fon of Marcus 
CrafTus and Scribonia, and both by father and mo- 
ther nobly born ; his afped: and demeanor refem- 
bling thofe of the antient Romans ; and fuch as, in 
candid eftimation, pailed for grave ; but by thofe 
who judged cenforioufiy, accounted melancholy and 
auflere. That part of his temper, which alarmed 
the difcontented, pleafed the perfon adopting. 

Galba therefore, taking Pifo by the hand, is faid 
to have fpokc in the following ftrain : <« Were I, 
" as a private man, to adopt you for my fon, by 
•« vcrtue of the law Curiatay in the prefcncc of the 
** Pontiffs, according to the ordinary ufage; glo- 
^< rious even then would be the adoption to us 
** both; as with the blood of the great Pompcy 
** and Marcus Craffus, my family would be en- 
** riched ; and the nobility of your houfe derive 
** frefli fplendor from the lignal luftre and renown 
<^ of the Sulpkian and Lutatian race. I am now 
-*' a public perfon, by the united confent of Gods 
*' and men,, called to the Empire ^ and of this very 
*^ Sovereignty, for which our anceftors contended 
*< with arms, I, who by war have obtained it» do 
•< offer you the pofieffion, while you are neither 
" feeking nor purfuing it : A gift to which I am 
*< urged only by the love of my country, and your 
** own excellent qualifications* In this I follow 
^*^ the example of the deified Auguftus, who affum- 
*« ed fucceffively, for his partners in power^ firft 
<< his fifter's fon Marcellus, next his fon-inJaw 
*^ Agrippaj afterwards bi» gnuidfoas j^ laftly, his 

^ wife> 
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«« wife's fon Tiberius. But Auguftus, who would 

*« entail the empire upon his own houfe, in his 

*' own houfe fought a fucceflbr : I chufe out of the 

" Commonwealth an heir to the Commonwealths 

*« Not that I am reduced to this choice by any 

** want of relations to my blood, or of fellovr 

" commanders in war. But neither did I, no 

^' more than you, arrjve at fifpreme power by any 

*' efForts of ambition ; and my thus overlooking 

*' your relations, as well as my own, is a proof 

** with what fmcerity of intention 1 prefer you to 

*' all men. You have a brother, in nobility your 

" equal, in age your fuperior ; a man worthy of 

** this fortune, did I not in you find one ftill more 

" worthy. Such is your age as to be paft the gid- 

'* dinefs and impetuofity of youth ; fuch has fcen 

** your courfe of life, that nothing in your con- 

<« dua thus far is fubjeil to blame. But hitherto 

^« you have only had an adverfe fortune to contend 

^< with. More dangerous and keen are the ftimu- 

w lations of profperity, to try the tetaper of the 

** foul, and call forth its weakneffes. For the 

** ftrokes of calamity wc ftruggle under and bear : 

•* By a flow of felicity we are utterly fubdued jind 

« corrupted. 

^ You doubtlefsy will ftill retain^ with yout 
^ ufual firmnefs, the fame honour, faith in friend-- 
^^ Ihip, candour and freedom of fpirit ; endow- 
** ments which above all others adorn the mind of 
^^ man. But the falfe complaifance of others wilt 
" ilacken your fortitude. Flattery will force it^ 
" way to your heart j deceitful foothings, the moft 
« peftilent poifon to every honeft afFeftion, will 
" inchant you ; and to his own fordid gain will 
« every particular be wreftiiig your honour and 
«* good inclinations. You and I upon this occafion 
« converfe together with hearts perfeftly open and 
*' finccre; Ckhera will chufe to make their ad- 

** drefles 
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«^ drefles to our fortune rather than to us. Indeed, 
*« to deal faithfully with Princes, to reafon them 
*< into their duty is a mighty talk, and with infinite 
*« difficulty performed. But eafy is the art of 
•' cajoling any Prince whatfoever, and in doing it 
*< the heart has no fhare. Could this immenfe 
<* Empire iubfift and he fwayed without a fmgle 
<* Ruler, I fliouid glory in being the firft Emperor 
** who refigned the power of the Republic into her 
«< own hands. But fuch, long fince, has been the 
<< fatal fituation of the State, that all the good 
<< which my old age enables me to do to the Ro- 
<< man people, is to leave them a good fucceilbr ; 
<' nor can you, with all your youth, do more for 
« them than afford them in yourfelf a benevolent 
<« Prince. Under Tiberius, and Caligula, and 
«< Claudius, we were all of us no more ; the Ro- 
« man world was no more than as the inheritance 
*« of one family. That the* Empire has in me he- 
s< gun to be ele£iive, is a fign of our antient liberty 
«< revived, and fome equivalent for it. Now the 
«( Julian and Claudian families being extind, the 
«( bed men are likely, in this way of adoption, to 
« become the high eft. To be fprung from a fo- 
'«« vereign race is the efFeft of chance, and further 
«« than this, requires no deliberation or regard. 
« But in the work of adoption, the judgment is 
*< exercifed, free from biafs and reftraint ; and 
•« whenever you want to chufe, you are by the ge- 
« neral confent direded to the perfon worthy to be 
<« chofen. 

<' Have always before your eyes the example of 
<« Nero, who, fecure as he was, and fwelling with 
<« the pride of his race, a long genealogy p( the 
*< Caefars his ancellors, was not in reality dethron- 
es ed by Julius V index, the Governor of a province 
♦^ unprovided with forces, nor by me affifted by 
«' one legion : No, it was his own,brutal tyranny, 

« his 
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•* his own beaftly debaucheries, that flung down 
** the tyrant from riding on the necks of mankind, 
*' Nor was there, till then, any inftancc of an Em- 
** peror by public fentence condemned and depofed. 
*' We who- fucceed him by a different title, by 
*' war, and by public choice, fhall thence reap 
*' public glory, however the malignity of particu- 
^' lars may purfue us. Nor muft you be alarmed, 
*' if, while the world itfeJf continues in this gene- 
'* ral uproar, there are two legions which yet re- 
*' main unreclaimed to obedience. It was my own 
*' lot to be called to an unfettled eftate i and as to 
*' my old age, the only objeftion to my govern- 
*' ment, it is no longer one, fince, when it is 
*' known that I have adopted you, I ftiall feem 
*« young in my fucceflbr. The lofs of Nero will 
*^ ever be regretted by all the moft profligate and 
** bad. To us it belongs, to you and to me, fo to 
'< govern, that he may not alfo be regretted by the 
*' good. 

*' To fay more in this way of inftruftion, the 
** prefen't conjunfture fuffers not; nor is it nc- 
** ceflary, fince, if I have in you made a worthy 
** choice, I have anfwered every purpofe. One 
** certain rule you have to obferve, exceeding 
•' wholefome, as well as exceeding fhort ; fo to 
" comport yourfelf towards your fubjeds, as, were 
•* you a fubjecft, you would wifli your Prince to 
•* comport towards you. By this rule you will 
** beft diftinguilh the boundaries of juftice and ini- 
*' quity, beft comprehend the. art of reigning. For 
*' you muft remember, that it is not with us as 
" with other nations, fuch as are barbarous and 
** tyrannized, where a particular lordly houfe is 
** efiablilhed, and where all befidcs are flaves with- 
*' out referve. But you are about to govern the 
*' Romans ; a people of too little virtue to fupport 

** com- 
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** cdmplete liberty, of too much fpirit to bear ab- 
** folute bondage." 

Galba in thefe and the like reafonin^s to Pifo, 
iifed hini like one whon) he was but yet creating a 
Prince. The council treated liim in a ftile of high 
reverence, as a Prince already created. Of Pifo it 
is faid, that neither in the obfervation of the coun- 
cil, nor afterwards of the PubHc, where preiently 
all eyes were fixed upon him, did he betray any 
fymptoms of a mind either troubled dt exalted. 
To Galba, now both his Father and Emperor, his 
^ifcourfe was full of reverence, and, where he men- 
tioned himfelf, full of modefty ; no chan^ge in his 
countenance, none in his demeanour : indkations 
that he was more capable of reigning, than defirous 
to reign. Where to declare the adoption was flext 
debated ; whether to the People afiembled. Or to the 
Senate, ot to the Army; TTie refult was to do it 
4n th^ Camp ; a preferemre which WbtiW highly re- 
dound to the glory of the foldiery ; fince tneir af- 
feSions, though when gained by abjedt court and 
the force of bribes, they were ill gained, yet were 
never to be neglefled, when by honourable means 
they could be putchafed. The palace in the 'mean 
time was befet with the multitude, bfg with expec- 
tation, and impatient for the mighty fecret. So un- 
governable too is the fpirit of popular rumour, that 
iuch as then ftrove to ftifle and divert it, did thence 
render it the more vehement and loud. 

The tench of January, a day black with heavy 
rains, was, moreover, by the frequent roaring of 
thunder, .by inceflant lightning, and by the tu- 
mult and anger of the elements, rendered uirufually 
terrible j a matter of religious obfervation in antient 
times, and conftant ground for diflblving public 
affemblies. But it deterred not Galba from repair- 
ing to the camp. Whether it were that he con- 
temned fuch things as fortultoufi and unmeaning, or 

per- 
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perhaps becaufc the decrees of fate, however fore- 
ihewn, are yet inevitable. To a full aflembly of 
the foldiers, with the brevity becoming an Empe- 
ror» he declared, " That he adopted Pifo, after the 
*• precedent of the deified Auguftus, and according 
*« to the cuftom of an army, where every man 
*' chufes his man." And left the revolt in Ger- 
many might, by hiding or di (owning it, be thence 
thought more formidable, he frankly told them, 
** That the fourth legion and the eighteenth, by 
*« the inftigation of fome few incendiaries, had de- 
** parted from their duty ; but further than words 
•* and difcourfe had not oiFended, and would foon 
** return to their allegiance." To his fpecch he 
added neither gift nor courtfliip. By the TH- 
bunes, however, by the Centurions, and by thofe 
t>f the fddiers who flood next him, he was anfwer- 
cd in fuchr expreffions ai carried in them the found 
of fubmiffion and alacrity. Through all the reft 
-WBS perceived a fullen fadnefs and filence ; as ha- 
ving thus loft, during war, the donative, which 
ruftom and their own infelent claims had made ne^ 
ceflary even in time of peace. Certain it is, that 
with any liberality, however fmall, frorii the parfi* 
monious old man, their afFe<£lions mi^t have been 
gained. He fufFered by his feverity overft rained, 
and by praftifing, out of feafon, the rigorous purity 
of antient times j a talk to which we are now no 
longer equal. 

From the camp Galba proceeded to the Senate, 
where he fpoke with the fame unafFeding brevity, 
as to the foldiery. The fpeech made by Pifo was 
civil and gracious, and by the Fathers complaifant- 
ly received. Many of them there were who loved 
him, and made profeflions altogether fincere. More 
courtly and loud were they v*^ho were averfe to 
him J while the indifferent and the major part un- 
der the oiEcious homage which they openly paid 

him^ 
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him, were foftering fccret and felfifh hopes, defii- 
tutc of any zeal for the Public. Nor did Fifo, after 
this, during the four fucceeding days, the fhort in- 
terval between his adoption and his murder, either 
aft or fpeak in public. Now, as advices from Ger- 
many of the revolt there were daily arriving* and 
daily confirmed, and as the City was ever greedy to 
receive, ever forward to believe all kinds of news, 
efpecially fuch as are alarming and fad ; it was by 
the Fathers ordained, that deputies (hould be dif- 
patched to the German armies. It was even -matter 
of fecret confultation, whether Pifo himfelf (hould 
not go i and for his going the plea feemed fliil 
ftronger. " They, in truth, would carry with them 
*< the authority of the Senate ; but he in his own 
** perfon, the Imperial dignity of Caefar." It feemed, 
moreover, expedient, that with the reft, Laco, Cap- 
tain of the Praetorian guards, (hould be fent ; a de- 
fign which Laco himfelf defeated. The chufing of 
the deputies too (for to Galba the Senate had per- 
mitted the choice) was accompanied with a fcanda- 
lous inconftancy ; and they were named^ and ex- 
cufed, and changed, according to the feveral machi- 
nations of particulars, to procure or to decline that 
.employment ; juft as each found himfelf prompted 
by perfonal hopes or perfonal fears. 

How to find money was the next concern ; and 
while every expedient was examined, it feemed of 
all others the moft juft, to fupply the Public at the 
expence of thofe, whom the*'Public had been impo- 
veriflied to enrich. Above feventecn millions had 
Nero confumed in profufe penfions and donations. 
All the partakers in this extravagance were called to 
account by Galba, who, leaving them a tenth of 
.that wild liberality, ordered that the reft Ihould be 
rcftored. But of all that wild liberality they had 
fcarce a tenth left unwafted ; having lavi(hed the 
plunder of the Public, and that of their fellow Citi- 
zens, 
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^ens, in the fame riot and prodigality, in which 

they had confounded their own private fortunes. 

And to thefe men, of all others the moft rapacious, 

of all others the moft abandoned to profufion and 

excefles, there remained neither lands nor pecuniary 

revenues, nor any thing, fave the implements and 

garniture of voluptuoufnefs and debauchery. In 

this Court of refumption prcfided thirty Roman 

Knights ; a Court new in its inftitution, and from 

the number of officers, from the numerous fuits 

and intrigues, heavy and vexatious. On all hands 

were beheld open fales, and the common crier ; 

and with public feizures, with public confifcati6ns, 

the whole city was in anguifli and a ferment. Yet 

infinite matter of joy it proved, to find the vile ob- 

jedls of Nero's extravagance as poor as thofe whom 

he had robbed. About the fame time were dif- 

charged from their command Antonius Taurus, and 

Antonius Nafo, Tribunes of the Praetorian Guards,' 

Emilius Pacenfis, Tribune of the City-bands, and 

Julius Fronto of the Night-watch. This removal^ 

however, proved no remedy againft the infidelity of 

the reft, but an alarm to their fears j fince to policy 

and dread they afcribed it, that particulars only 

were difmifled, and concluded themfelves all equally 

fufpefied. 

During thefe tranfa£Hons, Otho, who iththe quiet 
and eftablifliroent of the State faw nothing but de- 
fpair, and only upon public confufion founded his 
hopes, was in his civil purfuits excited by many 
concurring flimulations. He lived in a courfe of 
riot and expence, which even to the fortune of a 
fovereign Prince, would have proved burdenfome . 
and uneafy ; under neceffities fuch as to any private 
man would have appeared fcarce fupportable ; burn- 
ing with rage againft Galba, with envy towards ' 
Pifo. A fidtion too of fear for his own life, fur-^ 
niihed a coloixr for his inordinate ambition. *' He 

"had 
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imfelf pnd made it fo ; but reproached him if he 
^quiefced, for leaving the poflcflion to another. 
♦ he Aftrologers at the fame time urged him by their 
rediftions, while they were confidently averring, 
lat the ftars prefagcd approached revolutions, and 
year of fignal glory to Otho : A generation of 
len by princes never to be trufted, confiant de- 
-ivers of iuch as fofter new hopes and defigns, and 
generation which from this our City will ever be 
<cluded by law, and againft law ever entertained 
it. Many of ^hefe Fortune-tellers were by Pop- 
ea employed in her fecret intrigues, and fome of 
e deteftable inftruments which flic ufed for ac- 
)napli{hing her marriage with the Emperor. Of 
is tribe Ptolemy was one, who had accompanied 
•tho into Spain, and having foretold him that he 
ould furvive Nero, gained credit afterwards from 
ic event. And now, from a public rumour and 
>inion current amongft all fuch as weighed and 
>nipared the old age of Galba with the vigour 
id youth of Otho, Ptolemy conjedured himfclf, 
i4 perfuaded Otho, that his offumption into the 
3irer€ignty would furely happen. But with Otho 
Mf^ wretched predi(aions pafled as uttered by a 
r-^pbctic . fpirit, and as the propitious warnings of 
i« Fates. Such is the vifionary genius of human 
atore, ever moft zealous to believe things dark and 
oJcarchablc. Neither did Ptolemy conSne himfelf 
> .|M:ediaions only j having firft flattered the am- 
itao^ of Otho, he was now prompting him to the 
ift bloody a<a of treafon. As indeed from the har- 
oqring fuch afpiring wiflhea to the forming of fuch 
lack purpofes, the mind is led with wonderful fa- 
ility. " 

Yet whether this trea(bn was juft then conceived, 
3 altogether uiKertain. The afFeaions ofthefoU 
iers he had long and afliduoufly courted, cither in 
iew of the Succeffiojc^, wbtc^ he hoped, or to prq-' 

pare 
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** had been obnoxious to Nero ; but could not hope 
*^ to efcape a fecond time by the truft of a province, 
*« or another honourable exile. Ever (ufpe&ed and 
** ever hated by all reigning princes was he, who 
** by the public voice was deftined to the Sucoeffion. 
** To himfelf this confideration only had proved a 
'* prejudice with Galba, however old he were ; a 
<* greater prejudice it would ftill prove with Pifo, 
** a young Prince, in his own nature rough and 
** ftern, and, by a long cnurfe of exile, rendered 
*< perfedly favage. Since therefore Otho might be 
«* flam, whether he fubmitted or refifted, it be- 
'* hoved him to exert his might, and make a. refo- 
*< lute effort, while the authority of Galba wai 
« daily decaying, that of Pifo not yet confirmed. 
<^ Natural and opportune for enterprifes mighty 
<^ and daring, was the feafon of revolutions in a 
•* State. Nor was there caufe or room for lingcr- 
^< ipg, at a juncture when reftgnation and acquief- 
^' cence were more threatening and^ pernicious than 
•' boldnefs and temerity. Death was, by the laws 
♦* of nature, the equal lot of all men ; and with 
** pofterity the deaths of particulars were only di- 
♦' verfified by glory or oblivion. Now fmce the in- 
*^ nocent muft die, and the guilty could do no 
*' more, it became a brave man to provoke his fall, 
** nor to perifh without deferving it." 
. Otho had a foul not of the fame foft temper and 
effeminacy with his perfon. Moreover, his favou- 
rite Freed men and Slaves, themfelves inured to a 
licentioufnefs and riot inconfiftent with the ceco- 
.norny of a private family, were continually difplay- 
ing to their Lord the allurements of-Nero's Court, 
the delicacies and revelling, the choice of wives, 
the choice of women, with all the unbridled wan- 
ton nefs and excefles of a Crown ; and, as he was 
of hin](felf paffionate for all fuch imperial luxury, 
tbcy reprefent^d the fame as his own, if he roufed 

himfelf 
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himfcif fad made it fo ; but reproached him if he 
acquiefced, for leaving the poflcflion to another. 
The Aftrologers at the fame time urged him by their 
predi<Sions, while they were confidently averring, 
that the ftars prefaged approached revolutions, and 
a year of fignal glory to Otho : A generation of 
men by princes never to be trufted, confiant de- 
ceivers of iuch as fofler new hopes and defigns, and 
a generation which from this our City will ever be 
excluded by law, and againft law ever entertained 
in It* Many of ^hefe Fortune-tellers were by Pop- 
paea employed in her fecret intrigues, and fome of 
the deteftable inftruments which flic ufed for ac- 
Gomplifhins her marriage with the Emperor. Of 
this tribe Ptolemy was one, who had accompanied 
Otho into Spain, and having foretold him that he 
(hould furvive Nero, gained credit afterwards from 
the event. And no\y, from a public rumour and 
opinion current amongft all fuch as weighed and 
compared the old age of Galba with the vigour 
and youth of Otho, Ptolemy conjeSured himfelf, 
and perfuaded Otho, that bis offumption into the 
Sovereignty would furely happen. But with Otho 
thcfe wretched predictions paffed as uttered by a 
prophetic fpirit, and as the propitious warnings of 
the Fates. Such is the vifionary genius of human 
nature, ever moft zealous to believe things dark and 
unfearchable. Neither did Ptolemy confine himfelf 
to prcdiSions only ; having firft flattered the am- 
biti<5n of Otho, he was now prompting him to the 
laft bloody a<9: of treafon. As indeed from the har- 
bouring fuch afpiring wifliea to the forming of fuch 
black purpofes, the mind is led with wonderful fa- 
cility. ' 

Yet whether this treafon was jufl: then conceived, 
is altogether uncertain. The aiFe£lions ofthefol- 
diers he had long and afllduoufly courted, either in 
Miew of the SucceffioR, wbicR he hoped, ortp pre- 
pare 
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pare them for the conrpiracy which he miditated. 
This court he was upon all occafions paying them, 
in their progrefs from place to place, or as they 
marched in order of battle, or lay in garriibn, or 
were pofted upon guard ; caUing every old ibldier 
familiarly by his name, and in memory of their 
common fervice under Nero, filling them Com- 
rades. With others, as he faw them, he would be 
reviving acquaintance ; many, whom he faw not, 
he would enquire after, and with his money or bis 
intereft affift them. Nor in this his commerce 
with them, failed he frequently to drop feveral 
moving complaints, with infinuations concerning 
Galba, full of darknefs and ambiguity, and every 
other hint and expreffion proper to infufe discon- 
tent and alarms into minds like theirs, ignorant 
and vulgar. They already refented bitterly, as 
matters of'mighty grief, their laborious marches, 
fcarcity of provifions, and the feverity of drfoipline 
and warfare in this reign revived ; that they, who 
had only been accuftomed to pleafant tours by fea, 
to vifit the delightful bays of Campania, and the 
fine cities of Achaia, were now obliged to traverfe 
long ranges of countries, and to climb laborioufly 
over the high Alps and Pyrenees, ftruggling under 
a load of arms. 

To this flame which had already feized the fpirits 
of the foldiers, frefli fuels and firebrands were mini- 
llered by Pudens Mevius, an intimate of Tigellinus. 
This incendiary, having firft fet himfelf to cajole 
and feduce particulars, namely, every one naturally 
addided to wavering and giddinefs, or pinched with 
neceifity, or abandoned to novel purfuits and the 
lufl: of change, had by gradual advances carried this 
pradice fo high, that whenever Galba was enter- 
tained at the houfe of Otho, he thence took oppor- 
tunity to diftribute to the Cohort attending upon 
gua^d, the fuin of more than three crowns a man, 

under 
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under the name of liberality natural at a time of 
banquetting. This bounty of Otho*s, given in truth 
as a public donative, was further heightened with 
gifts and recompences conferred more privately 
upon particulars. Nay, fo ardent and bold he was 
in his meafures to corrupt them, that Cocceius- 
Proculus, a lifeguardman, having a conteft with a 
neighbour concerning their boundaries, Otho» at 
his own expehce, purchafed the neighbour's whole 
ground, though the difpute was only about a part, 
and beftowed it upon Proculus. For, fuch blind 
ftupidity poflefled the captain of the guards, that 
by him, tranfadions the mod apparent pafled equal* 
iy unobferved as intrigues the moft hidden. 

Now Otho at this time committed the diredion 
of the treafon premeditated to one of his freedmen, 
Onomaftus ; who introduced to his Lord two men 
as proper inftruments in it, Barbius Proculus, * a 
Serjeant of the lifeguard, and Veturius an Adjutant 
of the fame band. Otho, when, by a conver/ation 
long and various, he had well tried their temper 
and capacity, and found them to be fellows crafty 
and refolute, loaded them with great rewards, as 
well as with promifes mighty and many, and fur* 
niOied them with money to bribe and debauch the 
inclinations of as many of the reft as they were 
able. Thus two common foldiers undertook to 
transfer the Empire of the Romans from one Prince 
to another, and transferred it effefhially. Into the 
fecret of the tragical feat intended they admitted 
very few. The minds of the reft, already uneafy 
and wavering, they urged and alarmed by various 
artifices and infufions ; reprefented the foldiers of 
chief note as under prefentdifg race and diftruft, for 
having been by Nymphidius diftinguiflied with fa- 
vours. The croud and the reft they inflamed, by 

• TefferAviuit one who carried the watchword. 
Vol. UL / C ^U 
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filling them with utter defpairof the donative now 
fo often procraftinated. Amongft them too there 
were fome tranfported with a fondnefs'for the mg- 
mory of Nero, and a paflion for recalling the Vi- 
centioufnefs which under him they had enjoyed ; 
and to a man they were ftruck with dread of a 
change aiid reformation to be introduced amongft 
the foldiery. 

This peftilent humour in the Praetorian bands, 
feized alfo and infe£led the fpirits of the Le- 
gions and Auxiliaries, men already roufed and 
animated, ever fihce it had been divulged, that the 
*■ Army in Germany had renounced their faith and 
obedience. And fo ripe were the evil difpofed and 
feditious to perpetrate the treafon j -nay, even 
amongft thofe who were free from any participation 
in it, there prevailed fuch filence and difguifes, that 
on the fourteenth of January, the confpirators were 
prepared, as Otho returned home from fupping 
abroad, to have, hurried him away, and declared 
him Emperor j only that they apprehended the un- 
certain perils of the night, and that, as widely all 
over the city the quarters of the foldiers were dif- 
joined, amOngft men difperfed and intoxicated with 
liquor, no certain concurrence could be enfured. 
This was a confideration infpired by no tendernefs 
for the ftate, which, even in their fober hours, they 
had combined to flain with the blood of their 
Prince, but by caution, left, during the dark, who- 
ever chanced to be prefentcd to the foldiers of the 
German or the Pannonian Army, might by them, 
moft of them unacquainted with the perfon of Otho, 
be inftead* of him faluted their Sovereign. The 
revolt was now beginning to operate, and to mani- 
feftitfelf by manifold indications ; but fuch indica- 
tions were carefully flifled and covered by the con- 
fpirators ; nay, fuch of them as even had reached 
the" ears of Galba, were ridjguled and explained 

av/ay 
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away by Laco> C^tain Qf his guards, wbo was a 
ftranger to. the fpirit and diTcontents of the foldieryi 
a cert;ain enemy to every counfel, however excel- 
lent, if he hirofelf gave it not, and headftrong ia 
oppoftng every man eminent far ability and difcern* 
ment. 

On the fifteenth of January, Galba, then facri- 

ficing at the Temple of Apollo, was by Umbricius 

the poothfaycr warned of difmal pref^ges from th^ 

entrails, pf tr^afonable plots juft impending, and a 

domeflic foe ; all in the bearing of Otho, who 

flood next him, and by a different conftrudion un- 

derflood it all as propitious to himfelf, and a fuc« 

cefsful iflue foretold of his own machination anj 

views. Nor was it long after this ere Onomaftu;? 

his Freedman, arrived with notice, that the Surveyor 

and Builders waited his £oming. This was the fig- 

nal befpre fettled amongft them, to intimate that the 

foldiers were aflembling, and the confpiracy ripe for 

execution. To thpfe who afked Otho the caufe of 

his departure, he feigned for anfwer, that he wa^i 

about purchafing certain houfes, which being old, 

and thence fufpe^led to be decayed, it was therefore 

neceflary firft: to examine theni. Then leaning on 

his Fr.eedman, he proceeded through the houfe of 

Tiberius into the place Velabrum, and from thence 

to the gilded pillar by the Teipple of Saturn. 

Th^re three and twenty lifeguardr-men faluted hina 

Emperprj and, as he flood full of affright, thajt 

fropi fo few fucb falutation fliould come, they 

placed him in vehement hafle upon a chair, and 

hurried him away with their fwords drawn, Tp 

thefe, in their progrefs to the camp, much th/e 

like number of foldiers joined themfelves ; fomie 

as privy to the treafon, more as ftruck with the 

wonderful event ; part of them uttering fliouts, 

and difplaying their arms ; part remaining in utter 

,C 2 fiknce. 
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filence, rdblved by the iflcie to form their afibc* 
cions. 

In the Camp, Julius Martialis, the Tribune,^ at 
that Jundure commanded the matn guard* This 
officer, whether he were really overcome with fur- 
prize at the mighty t reafon, fo daring and fuddeo, or 
whether he feared the camp to have been more gene- 
rally infeSed, and that, if herefified, hemuft bedoom- 
ed to perifh $ behaved fo as to adminifler ground of 
-fufpicion to many, that he himfelf was engaged In 
the confpiracy. The other Tribunes too, and the 
Centurions, preferred an intereft prefent and pre- 
vailing, to the defence of a caufe honourable in- 
deed, but uncertain and perilous. Such, moreover, 
was the biafs and turn found in the minds of the 
Vhole, that an iniquity, of all others the moft 
}ieinou8, was by a handful of men attempted, by 
many defired, and borne with acquiefcence by all. 

Galba, the while, utterly unacquainted with all 
this revolution, and flill bent upon the work of fa- 
criiices, was importuning with fupplications, the 
guardian Gods of an Empire, now under the fway 
of another, when the rumour reached him, that 
fome particular Senator, it was uncertain which, 
was by a party Juft then hurried away to the camp, 
there to be prelentcd to the foldiery j and ftraight it 
followed, that Otho was the Senator thus hurried 
thither. Inftantly from every part of the city there 
crowded people with the fame tidings to Galba, 
each, as foon as he met him, recounting it his own 
way^ fome heightened the terrible ftory beyond 
meafure ; others there were who Toothed him with 
relations far fliort of the fafls. For they had not, 
even at a conjundure fo defperate, unlearnt their 
wonted ftile of proftitutc flattery. Now after con- 
fultation holden, it was refolved, that the temper of 
the cohort, then upon duty in the palace, fhould be 
founded, yet 4K>t by the mouth of Galba in perfon, 

wbofe 
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wbofe authority was rcfcrved in full vigour^ to be 
applied as the laft remedy upon the higbeft exigen- 
cy. Pifo, therefore, having caufed them to be af- 
fembled at the foot of the flairs of the palace, accoft- 
ed them on this wife : 

*' This is the fixth day, my fellow foldiers, fince 
** I was adopted Casfar, siltogether ignorant of the 
** lot to enfue from it, whether I ought to have co- 
*< veted or dreaded that name. What fate this 
*^ adoption is to derive upon my family, and what 
«* upon the Commonwealth, lies wholly in your 
•* power to determine. Not that, in my own pcr- 
** fon I fear any of the ftorms of fortune, how* 
** ever^boiflerous or tragical^ as having long tried 
** the weight and ftrote of adverfity, and now: 
•* dioroughiy learnt, that no left perils attend upon 
** profperity and exaltation* What I lament is the 
*• lot of my imperial Father, with that of the Se- 
** nate, and that of this our common Empire 5 if 
•* we arc this day reduced to the fad neceility ei- 
** tber of perifliing ourfelves, or, whtch to worthy 
•* minds is a choice equally doleful, of cauHng 
** others to periOi. In the public convulfion lately 
^< felt, we had this confolation, that this our City 
*• remained free from any flain or guilt of blood ; 
** and that, without popular tumults, the revolu- 
«* tion was accomplifhed. Nay, that even after 
** the demife of Galba, no. place or pretence might 
*« be left for war, ample provifion feemed to have 
** been made by his adopting me. 

•* To myfelf perfonally I aiTume no glory; I 
** boaft not of my houie, however noble, nor of 
** my deportment, however modeft. For verily^ 
•« in a competition for merit with Otho, the dif- 
«• play of virtues is entirely fuperfluous. The vices 
** of Otho, for in vices only he glories, confound* 
** «d the Empire even at a time when he was a pro* 
*^ fd&d friend to the Emperor. U it by the me- 
C 3 « rit 



3d THE HISfORt 6ookl 

fit of his voluptuous life, by the pomp and dig- 
nity of his gait, or is it by his gorgeous drels, 
altogether foft and effeminate, that he would 
claim a right to Empire ? Blind dupes are they, 
with whom his profufion and extravagancies pafs 
under the guife of generofity. The man may 
know how to wafte and confound ; but to ge- 
nuine h'berality he muft be an utter ftranger. 
At this inftant his foul is detifing future feats of 
lufts, rcndevoufes in gluttony, and wanton re- 
vellings with bands of proftitute women. £x- 
cefles like thefe he efteenis to be the wages and 
prerogatives of princely rule ; excefles, of which 
the fruition and charms are to redound to him 
alone, but to all mbn the Infiamy and fliame. 
For never yet was there zr\ inft^nce of a man, 
who by righteous me^fures adminiftered a flate, 
which by wickednefs and iniquity, he h^d ac- 
quired. The voice and confent of hdrriln kind 
railed Galba to Imperial dignity ; into the Im- 
perial dignity, Gaiba, with your confent, in- 
grafted me, 

** If the Commonweal, if the Roin^n Senate, 
and the People of Rome, be all no riioi^ than 
empty and imaginary nahifes ; yet flill it is your 
concern, my fellow foldiers, that by ftllovv^ of 
all others tne moft loofe and abandoned, your 
Emperor be not chofen. That our legions have 
mutinied againft their Commanders, is what we 
have heard now and then. But your faith and 
duty and charadier have fubfifted unto this day, 
without Blemifli or imputation. Nay, Nero 
hihdfelf you forfook not; yoU were forfaken by 
Nero. Shill a few common men, in number 
lefs than thirty, fugitives from their duty, trai- 
tors to their country, award the Empire as they 
lift ; they from whom no man would bear the 
choice of one of their own Tribunes or Centu- 

" lions? 
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** rions ? Do you approve the wicked precedent ? Do 
* « you, by acquiefcing, adopt the guilt, and render it 
" common to you all ? To the provinces next this 
** pernicious licence will pafs : And upon us indeed, 
*« upon Galba and me, will devolve the ifilie of thefe 
** defperate treafons, but upon you that of fuch ruin« 
** ous wars. Neither do greater earnings await fuch 
*• as involve themfelves in the guilt of murdering 
*« their Prince, than fuch as preferve themfelves 
*< guiltlefs. But from us you (hall receive, for your 
•* fidelity preferved, a donative as large and fure as 
** from others for parricide committed." 

Thofe of the lifeguard-men, who bear the title 
of SpeculatoreSy having dropped away, the reft of 
the Cohort manifefted towards his perfon and rea- 
foning no fort of diftafte, or infolence, fuch as tu-' 
fnultuous conjundlures ufually produce. On the 
contrary, they prepared their enfigns, in conformi- 
ty rather to difcipline, and with niinds as yet un- 
tainted with treafon, than, as afterwards was be- 
lieved, from counterfeit duty, and the hypocrify of 
traitors. Celfus Marius was, moreover, fent to 
the body of men who had been detached from the 
Army in lllyrium, and were then lodged in the 
cloyfters of Vipfanius. To Amulius Serenus and 
Domitius Sabinus, Centurions of the firft rank, 
orders were given, to bring away from the court 
tof the Temple of Liberty, the band of German 
foldiers there. Of the Legion formed from the 
Marines, great diftruft was entertained, as of mea 
full of vengeance for the blood of their brethren, 
whom Galba, even during his firft entry as Em- 
peror into Rome, had doomed to inftant mafiacre* 
To the camp alfo of the Praetorian guards there re- 
paired the Tribunes Cerius Severus, Subrius Dex- 
ter, and Pompeius Longinus, to try whether by 
reafons and exhortations more wholefome and righ- 
teous, the mutiny then blit in its infancy, and not 
C 4 ' yet 
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yet arrived at its full inveteracy, might not be quell- 
ed, and obedience reftored. Two of thcfe Xri- 
bunes, Subrius and Cerius, the (bldiers encountered 
and terrified by threats. Upon Longinus they laid 
violent bands^ and ftripped him of his arms, for 
that he came not as an officer by courfe of fervice, 
but as a confident of Galba, one faithful to bis 
Prince, and thence obnoxious to thefe traitors. Xhe 
Legion of Marines, without befitating a moment, 
aflbciated themfelves with the Praetorian bands. Xhe 
band detached from the Illyrian army drove Celfus 
from amongft them with flights of darts* The 
German troops continued a great while wavering 
and irrefolute; men, who were in their bodies ftill 
feeble, but in their minds intirely peaceable and re- 
conciled, . For as they, who hai been by Nero lent 
before him to Alexandria, while he meditated a 
journey thither, were now returned fickly and fa- 
t^ued with a courfe of failing fo long and uneafy, 
Galba was beftowing conftant and affedionate care 
to cherifb and reftore them. 

The whole body of the populace, mixt with a 
hoft of bondmen, were now filling the palace j aU 
clamourinjg with confufed din, to have Otho doom- 
ed to tnirant execution, and the reft of the con- 
fj)irators to confifcation and exile ; juft as if they 
had been craving for fome public reprefentation and 
fports in the jCircus or Amphitheatre. Nor in truth, 
were they afluated by any difcernment, by any 
fincerity or affcdion: For the fame mouths were 
ready before the clofe of the day, to have urged 
the doom of Galba and his adherents, with equal 
contention and noife ; but they blindly followed a 
cuftom tranfmitted from reign to reign, of footh- 
ing any Emperor whomfoever, by applaufes ufual 
and extravagant, and by a difplay of zeal utterly 
<fain and hollow. Galba, the while, was holden 
ia fu^nfe between two different counfels. It was 

pro- 
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propofed by Vinius^ ** That the Emperor fliould 
•* abide within the palace, arm his flaves in his de- 
*' fence, fortify the avenues, and by no means iQiie 
*« forth amongft men mad with rage. To the mu- 
** tinous he muft allow time for remorfej to the 
** well affeifted leifure for intercobrfe and concur- 
*< rence. Defperate iniquities derive force from 
^* precipitation and rapid ity» Sound couufels are 
*« ripened and corroborated by ilownefs and delibe- 
^^ ration. In concluflon were his going found 
** neceflary fome time hence, it would be ftill eveo 
•* then in his power to go. But if once be ven- 
*' tured abroad, it would be too late to wiih him- 
^ felf at home, fince upon the good pleafure of 
** others his return muft then depend.'* 

All the reft alledged " the neceffity of difptch 
^^ and inftant meafures before the confpiracy of a 
«* few, as yet impotent and unfupported, had ga- 
** thered ftrength and numbers. By fuch condu£b 
•* even Qtho would be ftruck with dread, he who, 
** having withdrawn himfelf by ftealth, and been 
** introduced amongft men no wife apprifed of the 
•* defigji, was now by the heavinefs of Galba and 
•• his party, their fpiritlcfs procraftinations and con- 
*• fumption of time, taught to mimic the Sove- 
«* reign. Far be it from them to linger on, to 
*< await till he had eftablifhed in his intereft the 
•' whole Camp, then marched into Rome, feized 
•• the Forum, .and under full vieivofGalba, afcend- 
*« ed the Capitol; when at the fame time the Empe- 
«< ror, like a chief of fignd prowefs, (huts himfelf up 
•« with his valiant friends in the palace, and there,* 
<* fecure as bolted gates and doors can make him, 
" prepares forfooth to endure a fiege I Miobty and 
•* notable, truly, was the aid to be cxpeaed frorxx 
•* an array of their flaves, -if the -union and ala- 
«« crity of numbers fo yaft already, attached to his 
*^ caufcj were negledted, and the firft fally of their 
C 5 *« fcfcnt. 
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•* rcfentmcnt, a thing of infinite prevalence, were 
«* left to cool. Whatever is diflionourable, is there- 
*' fore unfafe: Or, if to fall were inevitable, it 
'• was juft to brave danger by meeting it : An event 
** from which more public odium ana diftafte would 
«* accrue to Otho, arid to themfelves certain re- 
'^^ nown/' Vinius oppofed this advice, and was 
therefore by Laco encountered with great vehe- 
mence and menaces ; all at the Inftigation of Ice- 
ius, who was thus purfuing his perfdnal and inve- 
terate fpite, to the cafamity and ovcijthrow of the 
State. 

Neither did Galba deliberate Idnger, but yielded 
to thofe whofe counfels were more plaufible. Pifo 
however was'fent away before to the camp, as a 
'young man mighty in name and reputation, dif- 
tinguiflied with recent marks of public favour, and 
one poffefled too with enmity to Titus Vinius. Whe- 
ther he really hkted the man, or >pvhether the fame 
were only wifhed by fuch as did : In truth tfie tnorp 
invidious opinion, that of his hate, was the moft 
readily believed. Scarce had Pifo left the palace, 
before a ftory fpread, that Otho was flain in the 
camp ; a ftory founded firft' only uporf a rumour, 
fuch as flew at random, and could riot be traced. 
But forthwith, as ufual in momentous lies, there 
appeared perfons who averred, that they themfelves 
had been upon the fpot wheh it was dorte, a'nd be- 
held it done : News fwallowed with credulity by 
riien vt^ho rejoiced in it', and troubled not themfelves 
with inquiries about it. It was by many conjeftured, 
that by fome partizans of Othb, who by this time 
Jiad mingled themfelves with the reft, the rumour 
was firft framed, and afterwards heightened; and 
that purely to entice Galba 'from his retirement, 
they had forged and publiflied tidings fo acceptable. 

Now upon this occafion, it was not the people 
•nly, with the thoughtlefi Vulgar^* ^o broke out 

into 
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into fhouts and applaudings, and demonflrations of 
zeal altogether extravagant ; but the major part of 
the Senators and Roman Knights now divcfted of 
their fears, and therefore void of caution and re- 
ferve, forced the gates of the palace, and rufliing 
in, prefented themfelves with oftentation before 
Galba, uttering fore complaints, that the vengeance 
by them meditating in his behalf, was now /hatched 
out of their hands. Every the moft fpiritlefs co- 
ward, fuch who would be fure to face no fort of 
danger, as the event well proved, was at this junc- 
ture profufe of words and boafts, in tongue at leaft 
magnanimous and daring. No man knew the fa<a» 
and all averred it. So that Galba, deprived of true 
information, and overcome with the concurring 
voices of men mifled themfelves and mifleading him,, 
put on a breaft-plate; and, finding him felf unable,, 
through age and bodily weaknefs, to fuftain the 
prefling crowd, was hoifted up in. a chair. While 
he was yet within the palace, Julius Atticus, one 
of the life-guard, approached, and difplaying a fword 
' all over bloody, declared with a loud voice, that by i 
his hand Otho had been flain. Nor other anfwer 
gave Galba, than, Brother foldiery whofe orders hodjf 
thou? Such was the fignal firmnefs of his fpirit in- 
reftraining the licentious infolencc of the foIdiery> 
a fpirit by no menaces to be difma)red, and againfl 
the infinuations of flattery firm and uncorrupt^ 

In. the camp the while they bad to a man (hakea 
©fF all doubts and hefitation.. Nay fuch was the 
ardour they cxprefled, that to fecure Otho» withj 
'their perfons and feveral bands fuificed them not>j 
they even placed him amidft the enfigns, upon that 
very Tribunal, where a little before flood the gol- 
den Statue of Galba, and there eneompafled hims 
round with banners difplayed* Room for accefe k> 
bis perfon the Tribunes, and Centurions found; nonftj 
the coauiioiX foldicrs had even glvea round a gene* 
C ii laJ 
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ral ctution ^* to beware of all who were in com- 
»♦ mand or authority amongft them." With fierce 
(bouts, with the wild voice of uproar, and with the 
cries of exhortation by all given and returned, the 
whole place refoundcd : A fpirit no wife equalled by 
that of the people, and the vulgar, when on pub- 
lic occafions they utter, in inconftant fiarts of ac- 
clamations, their lifelefs flattery. Here, as faft as 
they beheld any particular foldier approach, (for in 
crowds they were ail approaching) they feized him 
by the hand, in all their armour embraced him, 
placed him faft by their fide, led him word by word 
in the oath of fidelity to Otho; this moment re- 
commended their Emperor to the aftefUons of the 
foldiers ; the next the foldier to the favour of their 
Emperor. Neither was Otho wanting or flow in 
his part ; his hand was continually prefented to the 
/alute ; he worfhipped the rabble, was profufe of 
his kif^, and in order to be a Sovereign, defcend- 
ed to all the meannefles of a Slave. After the Le- 
gion of Marines had unanimoufly fworn to him, 
he grew to confide in his ftrengtb, and judged that, 
as he had hitherto only incited them to difafFeflion 
man by man, it was now (eafonable to inflame them 
in a body. From the rampart therefore of the 
camp, he began in this ftrain : 

** Under what denomination I come forth to pre- 
•* fent myfclf to you, my fellow foldiers, I can by 
•* no means declare. To entitle myfelf a private 
•* perfon, is what I can no more endure, fince by 
•* you I have been entjtled your Prince j than to 
** call niyfelf Sovereign whilft another bears rule* 
• ** Nay, by what appellation you your felves are to 
** be diftinguifhed, mud alfo continue a riddle, as 
•' long as it remains z controverfy, whether you 
*' entertain within your trenches a Roman Empc- 
^ ror, or an Enemy to the people of Rome, Hear 
<^ you not) that with the fame breath and impor- 

•• tunity 
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** tiMiity is demanded a bloody doom for mc^ and 

**. terrible vengeance upon you ? So apparent it is, 

*^ that your lot and mine is the fame, either to be 

»* fecure together, or together to perifli. And (b 

*< merciful is the fpirit of Galba, that ere now 

*^ perhaps he has granted that cruel demand ; he 

*' who, without folicitation from any mortal man, 

■* could doom to general maflacre fo many thou- 

*< fand foldiers void of all guilt and ofience. Cold 

*< horror poflefleth my foul, as often* as I recal the 

*^ day of his public entry, a day fo mournful and 

•* tragical ; when I recal the only viSory by Galba 

*< won, that of his configning to execution, under 

«* the eyes of Rome, every tenth man of thofc 

** wretches who had already fubmitted" ; wretches 

*^ whom he had received, as fupplicants, into his 

«* faith and protection. 

<^ Such were the unhallowed omens attended his 
«• entry ; and, after it, what inftance of glory 
** brought he to adorn his fovereignty, other thaa 
•'the blood of Obultronius Sabinus and of Cor* 
*' nelius Marcellus, both flaughtered in Spain, that 
«< of Betuus Chilo fpilt in Gaul, that of Fonteius 
** Capito in Germany, that of Clodius Macer io 
*• Africa, that of Cingonius in- his march, of Turr 
•* pilianus in the City, and of Nymphidius in the 
** Camp ? Through the whole extent of the EiUr 
•* pirc, what Province is there, what quarter or 
•* encampment, which is not contaminated, with 
** flaushters, and dyed in Wood, or, as he himfelf 
«« boalts, chaftei^ed.and reformed ? For, upon deeda, 
•« which, with all but himfelf, pafs for barbarities, 
«' he beAows the title of remedies and cures; whilft 
«« by confounding the names of things, to cruelty 
•« he gives that of feverity, to fordid avarice that 
<* ofparfimony, and, under the term of difcipline, 
^' comprizes all the infiilts and vengeance poured 
«' upon ^our heads. It is now five months finqe 

« thp 
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<« the exit of l^ero ; and in that fliol-t fgace, Icelus 
^* alone has, by fpoil and rapine, amafled more 
<« weahh than all that Polycletus, and Vatinius, and 
« Elius, and the like tribe offpoilers, had accumu- 
<« lated during all that reign. And furely with lefs 
■<< avidity, with lefs licentioufnefs had Titus Vinius 
« ravaged, had he hinifelf, and not Galba, reigned, 
•* In his prefent fituation he hath at once treated 
•< us, as if we were his Subjefts, with Oppreffion ; 
*« and, as if we were ftraitgers, with fcorri. This 
*< man's houfe alone contains wealth fulficient ta 
'** furnifli the donative, a debt never offered to he 
<« paid- you, yet a {)retence daily to upbraid and re- 
" vile you. 

** Nay, to obviate evefy hope, which from tfie 
*< fucceflbr at leaft of Galba, we might have con; 
*« ceived, he has called pne everi from exilfe ; fuch 
*** an dne as, irt Abandoned avarice, and in a fpirit 
** glooihy and horrid, he apprehended to bear, be- 
*** yond afl 6thers, the neareft refemblarice of hirn- 
^* felf. You perceived, my fellow foldiers, by thp 
**.Iate memorable tctfipeft, how awfully the angry 
**< Deities withftood the fad and ill-boding adoption* 
** In the fenate the faime angry fpirit prevails ; the 
■** fame in the people of Rome, Upon your bra- 
*< very and vigour it is that w.e next depend ; as it 
^< is from you that every worthy defign muft de- 
*^ rive its force, and as without you all defigns, 
'** however excellent, are impotent and abortive* 
<« I call you not to the perils of war, nor, in truth, 
<< to any pe.ril. On our fide already are all the 
••« foldiery, I mean all that are armed.. The fingle 
**< Cohort, now with Galba, are not covered with 
«< armour, but with the long veftmentpf Citizens; 
** nor does that fingle Cohort any longer guard him 
<* as their Prince,, but only hold him as their pri- 
*< foner. As foon as evejf they fliall have efpied 
«« you, as fooa as evbr they fhiii have received the 
" • « fignal 
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*' lignal from me, the only remaining ftfuggle will ' 
*« be, who (hall in th'rs my caufe manifeft the higheft 
*< merit. Neither have vi^e the fmalleft room left 
«^ for delay in purfuing fuch a counfel as ours, which 
** can never meet with applaufc till it has been firft 
'« accomplifhed with fuccefs." ' 

He then ordered the cbmfrion armory to be thrown 
open. From it inftantly were arms fnatched at ran- 
dorh, without rfegard had to the cuftom of war, 
:ind the different orders of men, whence the fbl* 
didrs of the Prattorian Cohorts and thofe of the Le- 
gions fhould Be feverally ranged and diftinguilhed 
by their peculiar badges and habiliments. At pre- 
fent both forts were with their flsields and heltnets, 
Scattered and intermixed amongft thfe auxiliaries. 
Not a Tribune, nor Centurion direfited or incited 
therfl. Every flhan was his own Captain and Promp- 
ter; and to all the fnoft mifchidvous it proved a 
principal caufe of alacrity, to behold the innocent 
forrowitig. 

Pifo, who Wais utterly feared from proceeding tb- 
the tamp, by tht growing uproar of the infurreSion 
there, and with the cries of rebellion rtfounding 
quite to the City, had already overtaken Galba, whd' 
having in the mean time kft the palace, was now 
approaching the Forufti ; and already Celfus Ma- 
rius wa3 returned with a melancholy account* lA 
this conjuftdJure it.wa? by fome propofed- to retire- - 
back to the palacft ; by others to proceed and feizfe 
the Capitol ; by feveral to take poffeflion of th^ 
place of aflembling and haranguing the people. 
Many there were wh6 only thwarted thfe opinions of 
the reft j and, according to the fate of all defigns 
where the iffue is unhappy, fuch connfels only were 
S^ccounted heft, as came too late^ when the feafon 
for executing them was now elapfcd/ It is faid, that 
Laco was now, but* without the privity of Galba'^ 
mcditatbjg the murder 6f Tftus • Vmius i whether 

by 
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by the doom of this man he meant to mollify the 
angry minds of the foldiery, or fufpeded him as an 
accomplice with Otho, or, to gueft no more, per* 
baps to fatiate his own private hate. By the cir- 
cumdances of the time and the place, this his pur- 
pofc was firft reterded ; fince to a daughter once be- 
^n, difficult it would have been to fet any certain 
bounds. Then, what utterly difconcerted his fcheme, 
was the inceflant arrival of news fad and alarming, 
with the hafly flight of friends and late adherents. 
For in one and all their aflfe^ons were growing 
cold, and all their 2xal expiring : Such were the men, 
who had at firft, with eminent alacrity, made boaft 
of their magnanimity and faith inviolable. 

For Galba, he was tolTed hither and thither, ac- 
cording to every different movement and fluctua- 
tion of th^ unfteady multitude, while on every 
fide, the Temples and great Halls were filled with 
crowds beholding the doleful fpe6lacle. Nor by the 
people, nor even by the common herd, was one 
word uttered, or one popular cry. Full of aftonifh- 
ment were their looks, and their ears bent to at-r 
tention^ catching at tvery found. There was no 
tumult, no compofure ; hot fuch an awful ftillnefs, 
as always indicates mighty dread, and mighty fury. 
To Otho however it was reported, that at Rome 
the populace were arming. Hence he gave orders^ 
, to march with rapidity, and anticipate the terrors 
which threatened. This fufficed the foldiers ; an^ 
even the Roman foldiers advance againfl Rome, 
and, having in their. way violently fcatter^d and 
overthr.own the populace their fellow Citizens^ and 
trodden under foot the fathers of the Senate, rufh 
furioufly into the Forum, their horfes foaming, 
themfelves, for hoftility and arms^ terrible to be«> 
hold ; all with fuch impetuofity, as if they had been 
advancing to drive Vologefes or Pacorus from the 
Internal throng of their ancdiojcs and our enemies, 

the 
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the Arfacides 5 and not to butcher their own Em- 
peror, unarmed as he was, and an ancient man. 
Nor did the view of the Capitol before them, nor 
the awe of the feveral Temples furrounding them, 
nor reverence to princes paft, nor dread of thofe to 
come, deter thefe men of blood, but perpetrate they 
vrould the horrible parricide, though fuch a par- 
ricide, that for it the fucceeding Emperor, whoever 
he happen to be, is always fure to repay due ven- 
_geance. 

He who was ftandard-bearer to the Cohort which 
had remained with Galba, no fooner perceived the 
body of men from the camp to approach under 
arms, but he (who according to tradition was Ati- 
Itus Vergilio) rent from his fiandard the effigies of 
Galba, and da(hed it againft the ground. Upon 
fuch a fignal the affeftions of the whole foldiery 
for Otho became apparent ; the people took to im- 
mediate flight, and forfook the Forum, and againft 
fuch particulars as yet lingered and hefitated, the 
foldiers turned their lances. Near the Lake of Cur- 
tius, Galba, by the dread and trembling which pof- 
feiTed thofe who carried him, was flung from his 
chair, and tumbled proftrate upon the earth. Of 
his lafi words various are the accounts publifhed^ 
juft as this man hated him, or that man admired 
him. By fome it is reported, that he afked, in the 
flile of a fupplicant, what evil he had merited, and 
befought time, only for a few days, to difcharge 
their donative. Many more there are who relate, 
that, of his own accord, he readily prefented his 
throat to the afTaffins, bidding them " proceed 
•* and ftrike refolutely^ if the intereft of the com- 
•• monwealth fo required." To his murderers it 
was of no moment or avail, whatever he faid. Of 
the very perfon who gave him the mortal blow, 
we have no account fufficiently clear. Some hold 
it to have been Tcrentius, s^ rcfumcd Veteran 5 

Others, 
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Others, one Lecanius. The more current tradi- 
tion is, that Camurius, a common foldier of the 
fifteenth Legion, fmote him with a fword in the 
tieck, and with it cut his' throat. The reft horrid- 
ly hacked and mangled his legs and arms ; for his 
breaft was covered with armour. Nay, a fpirit Co 
brutal and inhuman tranfported them, that his body 
now reduced to a trunk, lifelefs and Without a head, 
was yet disfigured by wounds without number. 
Upon Titus Vinius they next difcharged their rage; 
and conterning him too it remains undecided, whe- 
ther, through deadly artd impending terror, he 
Were riot quite bereft of fpeech ; or whethei^ he 
cried not, with a loud voice, that from Otho they 
had no orders to flay him. Were what he averred 
really a fi<Sion fnfpired by fear j or were iti that he 
thus avowed his part in the confpiracy ; certain it 
Is, that, fron^ the bafenfefs of his life and faiite, the 
prefumption is more rational, that he himfelf had 
embarked in that treafon, for whith he had at]mini- 
Itcred caufe. Before the Temple of the deified Ju- 
lius he lay, maimed in the joint of the knefe ; for 
there he received his firft wound, and prefently after 
was, by Julius Carus, a legionary foldier, pierced 
quite through the body. 

A nian fi;|nal for faith arid briery did our age 
,that day behold in the perfon of Sempronius Den- 
fus. Centurion of a Praetorian Cohort, and by Gal- 
ba appointed to guard the perfon of Pifo. This 
Officer, with his poynard drawn, firigly encounter- 
ed fo many bloody men all armed, and boldly up- 
braided them as deteftable parricfdes ; infomuch that, 
partly by his blows, partly by his reproaches, upon 
his own he,ad he drew the Cwords of the aflaffins, 
and thencci'ta Pifo procured, though he too were 
already wounded, opportunity to retire. Pifo efca- 
ped to the Temple of Vefta, and was there, by a 
Bondman of the State, received through compaflion, 

and 
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and concealed in his chamber. By thus lurking in 
oblcurity it was, and by no proteftion from the fa- 
crednefs of the place, or from the reverence due to 
rites divine, that. a while fufpended his impend- 
ing tragedy, when there arrived two men, who^ 
befide their immediate orders from Otho, were of 
themfelves inflamed with avowed thirft after his 
blood. Thefe were Sulpitius Florus, belonging to 
the Britifli Bands, a man but juft before by Galba 
prefented with the privilege of a Roman Citizen-, 
a nd Sf atius Marcus, one of his life-guard. . By them 
T*if6 Was dragged forth and butchered in the portal 
of the Temple. ■ . ' ^ 

Of Othb it is faid, that never did he receive the 
n'e^s of 2lny man's blood f^ilt, with higher marks 
of delight ; that never did he gaze upon any bloody 
iieid with eyes fo curious and infatiable. .Whether 
l\U rpirit were, upon this occafion, firjft relieved 
frbnfi all fd!licitude, and thenceforth prefumed upoa . 
a ffeafon of rejoicing without check or. allay; or 
^hfether, from recalling to mind the Imperial Ma|- 
Jerty vefted in, the perfon of Galba, and his own 
intimacy with Titus Vinius; his foul, however fill- ' 
fed with vengeance, became flruck witK horror up- 
Oh th'e fad repreferitation of their fate. For the 
'mUrdefof Pifo he believed it jufl: and commendable 
to ^xprefs his joy, as for that of his enemy and 
competitor. ,,Upon long poles their bleeding heads 
were exalted', and thus carried alorig amidft the 
banners of the military bands, clofe by the Eagle 
of a Legion ; while particulars were in^ boafts dif- 
playing their hands all imbrued ^ylth the blood ; 
namely all they who had committed the murder, 
all who afliftecl at it, and' all who truly or falfly 
claimed (hare irt a parricide, which all magnified 
as a glorious feat worthy of eternal renown. Above 
an hundred and twenty diftinfl: memorials at th\3 
time prefented, all claiming rewards for fome not- 
able 
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able exploit by the (everal clalmers performed on 
that tragical day, fell afterwards into the hands of the 
Emperor Vitellius, who commanded fearch to be 
made for the Authors, and all of them to be put to 
the fword ; from no tendernefs or regard for Galba, 
but out of policy common and traditional amongft 
princes, as a fecurity againft fuch traitors, during 
their own reigns, at leaft a precedent of vengeance 
by them Jeft to their fucceflbrs. 

You would have now thought that you had feen 
in Rome another Senate, and another People. To 
a man they earneftly crowded to the Camp, eadi 
ilririn^ to outrun his fellows, each to overtake and 
pafs by fuch as were before him : They condemned 
the conduct of Galba, magnified the judgment of 
the foldiers, kifled the hands of Othoi and the 
more hollow and counterfeit all their indications of 
zeal were, the more loud and numerous were the 
indications which they ftrove to ihew. Neither did 
Otho negleO. the perfons of individuals, while, by 
perfuafions and the motions of his countenance, he 
at the fame time endeavoured to pacify the fpirit of 
the (bldiers breathing menaces and ravage. Already 
they were urging for a bloody doom to be inftantly 
infliAed upon Marius Celfus, Cbnful eled, and to 
Galba a faithful and conft^nt friend, even in his 
laft diftrefs, and to the fad clofc of his life: They 
-were in truth enraged at the man for his integrity 
and vigour of fpirit, virtues which with them pafTed 
for dangerous crimes. What they aimed at was 
apparent, to have their hands let loofe to general 
pillage and maflacre, and to bring to deftru£lron 
every worthy and every able man in the Roman 
'State. But in Otho authority fufficieot was not 
found to prohibit adls of violence ; it was hitherto 
only in his power to ordain them to be done. So 
that perfonating great wrath towards Celfus, he or- 
dered him to be put under bonds and durance, with 

firong 
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Irong proteftations, that for other and higher pu« 
lifhment he referved him ; and in this manner re<» 
leemed him from a violent death juft impending. 

From this moment all things were tranfaSed by 
:he mere will and option of the foldiers. By them 
w^ere chofcn the Captains of the Praetorian guards ^ 
lamely Plotius Firmus, once a common foldier, 
:hen preferred to command the watch, and, even 
luring the life and rei^n of Galba, embarked in 
:he faction of Otho ; with Plotius they joined Li^^ 
:inius Proculus, one in high confidence with Otho, 
ind thought to have promoted his intereft and in- 
trigues. To the government of Rome they ad- 
iranced Flavius Sabinus, in deference to the judg* 
tnent of Nero, in whofe reign he had adminiftered 
the fame office ; the major part being influenced in 
this choice by their regard to his brother Vefpafiant, 
They ^then infifted importunately, that the fees 
wont to be by them paid to their Centurions, for 
exemption from certain military burdens, fhould be 
utterly abolifhed ; for, under this name, every poor 
foldier paid as it were, an annual tribute. Hence 
the fourth part of a Company at once ufed to be 
abfent and difperfed, either in progrefles upon li* 
cence, or roaming like vagrants through the Camp 
itfelf ; and provided they could but difcharge their 
bribe to the Centurion, none of them were folicit- 
ous about the meafure of that heavy impofition, or 
about the nature of the earnings which enabled them 
to bear it. So that by betaking themfelves to rob- 
bing and plundering, or by fubmitting to vile of- 
fices, fuch as were peculiar to (laves, they pur- 
chafed a difpenfation from the toils of foldiers. It 
was moreover a praflice to perfecute every foldier 
noted for wealth, by fubjeding him continually to 
hard labour and mercllefs firipes, till he were forced 
to buy a difpenfation at a price : Then, when by 
thefe exadions he was quite exhaufled and impo- 
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veriihed; nay, when by long exemptiofr from duty, 
he was alio become enilaved to lazinefs and flotb, 
he returned home to his Company a different man, 
reduced from plenty to miferable indigence, and 
now as liftlefs and inaQivei as before he was vigo- 
rous and hardy. And as there were many who bad , 
fucceflivcly undergone the like change, been de-| 
bauched by fuch wild immunity, and excited by 
fuch pinching neceflity ; they were always ready to 
run headlong into fedition, diflention, and at lail 
into civil wars. But Otho, that he might not 
cftrange from him the afFedions of the Centurions, 
by fuch remiffion and bounty conferred upon the 
common foldicrs, undertook, put of his own reve- 
|iue, yearly to pay the fees of fuch exeny)tioBS,' 
a regulation doubtljcfs of notable ftenefity- and bj 
fuch good princes as came after, perpetuated as part 
of the military eftabliftiment. Laco, Captain of 
the guards to Qalba, as if no more than his banifli- 
ment was intended, was condemned to an ifland; 
but murdered by a refumed Veter^in, whom Otho 
had fent before him, with orders fof his aflaflina- 
tion. Upon Icelus, as he was only a flav^e nianu- 
mifed, public execution was formally done. 

When in a feries of iniquities fo tragical the 
whole day was fpent, the concluding evil was thati 
of public rejoicing. The City Praetor aflembles! 
the Senate. The other Magiftrates contend to fur- 
pafs ^ach other in flights of flattery. The Fathers 
run with rapidity to aflemble. To Otho is decreed 
Ihe authority Tribunitial, the name of Auguflus, 
and every other honour enjoyed by preceding Em- 
perors. For they now jointly laboured to obliterate 
the many inve<5ives and contumelies which they 
had in common poured forth againft him j indigni- 
ties which no man could perceive to have made any 
angry imprefllions upon his fpirit. Whether he had 
quite dropt all refentmcnt, or only poftponed his 

ven» 
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vengeance, fucji W3S fh^ fliortnefs of bis r^ign, 
that no certain judgment could be fornjed. When 
over the Forum, flill flowing with blood, and 
through heaps of the flain, Otho had been carried 
to the Capitol, and thence to the palace, he grant- 
ed -leave to burn and bury the corfes. The re- 
mains ofPifo were, by his wife Verania, and his 
brother Scriboniarius, committed to the quiet of the 
grave; as werethofe t)f Titus Vinius, by his daugh- 
ter Crifpiqa; after they bad found out and redeem- 
ed their heads, which their murderers had retained 
For fale. 

Pifo had entered into the thirty firft year of his 
age, much happier in his fame than in his fortune. 
His brother Magnu? had fallen by the cruelty of 
Claudius, his brother Craflus by that of Nero. He 
hirnfelf had lived a long time in the ftate of exile, 
but four days in that of a Prince ; and, by the late 
adoption, fo fuddenly made, gained no other ad-^ 
vantage over his elder brother than that of .being 
firft flain. Titus Vinius h^i^d^ pafled fifty-feven 
years in a courfe of manners unequal and diverfiiipd.^ 
His father was of a Praetorian faniily ; his mother's 
father one of thofe profcribed by the Triumvirate. 
In his very firft campaign, under Calvifius Sabinus 
he was branded with infamy^ For the wife of that 
General, moved with a prepofterous fondnefs to 
View the fjtuatipn of the camp, entered, the fame in 
the night under ithe habit of a foldier;. and hai'ing 
there, with the like wanton curiofity, adventured 
tp pry into the manner of fiie guard, and of the 
other functions military, at laft confidently perpe- 
Uated the a(3: of adultery in the very quarter facred 
to the Roman Eagles and Banners ; and Titus Vi- 
nius was arraigned as her partner in this crime. 
Ky order therefore of the Emperor Caligula, he was 
put in irons and confinement, but by the <;hange 
of times fopn enlarged, and thenceforth pafled 

through 
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through a fuccefllon of public employments, v^hh 
a charader free from reproach. At the clofc of his 
Praetorfliip, he was preferred to the command of a 
Legion, and in it acquitted himfelf with applauie. 
He was afterwards ftalned with an imputation alto- 
|;ether infamous, apd worthy only of a flave^ to 
nave purloined a goblet of gold, while he was en- 
tertabed, with other company, at the table of 
Claudius; infomuch, that on the day following, 
Claudius diflinguifhed him from all the reft of bis 
guefts, by ordering that Vinius only (hould be (erv- 
ed in an earthen cup. Yet the fame Vinius ruled 
the province of Narbon Gaul, in quality of Pro- , 
conful, witbjufliceunbiailed and eminent integrity. I 
Soon after, his intimacy with Galba having led 
him to a precipice where his fall overtook him, he 

E roved daring, fubtle, prompt, and, according as 
e chofe to apply his ^irit, was with equal ardour 
vicious and depraved, or vigilant and z&We. Xhe 
Teftam^nt made by Vinius was, through the migh- 
tinefs of his wealth, of none tfkSt. The laft Will 
of Pifo his poverty rendered valid. 

The corpfe of Galba, after it had lain long neg- . 
hSttd in the ftreets, and, during the licentioufnefs ' 
of the night, fufFered infults and indecencies with- 
out number or meafure, was by Argius, one of his 
principal bondmen, bearing the office of Steward, 
repofited in a mean grave, within his own gardens. 
His head, miferably mangled aud ftuck upon a 
pole by a rabble of the vile fcullions and attendants 
of the camp, was by them erefted before the tomb 
of Patrobius, a manumifed flave of Nero's, and by 
the authority of Galba executed. Here it was at 
length found oh the day following, and laid with 
the remains of his body which had been already 
burnt. Such was. the end of Galba, in the feven- 
ty-third year of his life ; after having paiTed through 
e reigns of five princes, in a courfe of fortune 

abua*> 



Bookl. OF TACITUS. 49 

abundantly profperous, and under the Sovereignty 
of others happier than in his own. Signally ancient 
ivas the nobility of his houfe, mighty the wealth.. 
In himfelf were found talents no other than mode- 
rate, and he was rather free from vices, than en- 
dowed with many virtues. Fame was what he no 
virife defpifed, yet never fludied to blazon his own. 
No man's money did he covet, was fparing of his 
own ; of the public money greedy and tenacious. 
T'owards his Friends and Freedmen, when chance 
diret^ed him to fuch as were good, he was ever 
paffive and refigned, without all check and contra- 
di£{ion ; and to all their iniquities, where they* 
proved to be bad, blind even to his own (candal and 
difgrace. But fuch was the fplendor of his race, 
and fuch the terrible fpirit of thofe times, that, by 
his efcaping them, a colour was miniftered for be- 
flowing the name of real wifdom upon that which 
in him was real heavinefi. During the vigour of 
his years he commanded with fignal renown in the 
German years. He afterwards governed Africa, a& 
Proconful, with moderation and gentlenefs ; as noWf 
in the latter part of his life, he had ruled the new 
thermoft Spain, with the like meafure of juftice. 
For greater than a fubjed he feemed, while he was 
yet no more than a fubjedl ; and, in the opinion of 
all men, had pafled as capable of Empire, had he 
never been Emperor. 

To the City already full of confternation, at 
once ftruck with the horror of the recent parHcide, 
and dreading the fpirit and known vices of Otho, 
there accrued frefh caufe of afright from the tidings 
concerning ViteJlius; tidings which, before the 
murder of Galba, were i'uppreiled, with defign te 
have it believed, that only the army in Higher Ger- 
many had revolted. Upon this occafion it became 
matter of open lamentation, not to the Senate alone 
and Equeftrian Order, men w ho bad fome ihare in 
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the adminiflration, and Ibme concern for the pub- 
lic weal, but even to the mean people ; that two 
men^ of all others the mod infamous for pollution, 
efSsminacy and profufion, were thus fatally chofen, 
as it were on purpofej to rend and deftroy the Em- 
pire. Nor did they .now any longer recount the 
inftances of cruelty, ftill recent, perpetrated du- 
ring the late times of peace and tyranny : But re- 
viving the memory and terrors of the civil wars, 
they reprefented *« Rome fo often taken by her 
•* own hoftile armies, the defolation* of Italy, the 
«^ Provinces ravaged, the battles of Pharialia and 
•« Philippi, with the fieges of Perufia and Mo- 
<< dena;" Names fignal for public calamities and 
ilaughter., *« In a ftruggle for the Sovereignty, 
*< even among men of renown, it was urged that 
•' the whole earth was well nigh turned upflde 
•« down. Yet, under the prevailing fortune of Ju- 
<( lius Caefar the Empire fubfifted ; it fubfifted un- 
«' der that of Augu^us : Under Pompey too and 
*< Brutus the Rcpublick would have fubfifted. 
*< Would they, at this time, repair to the Tem- 
«' pies for Otho, or for Vitellius ? Alike impious 
<< would be the fupplications for either, alike de- 
<* teftable the vows 5 fince fuch men they both 
*< were, that by the iffue of the war between 
«< them, nothing elfe was to be learnt, than that 
«« whichfoever of the two proved the Conqueror, 
«« would thence provef the worft." There were 
thofe who formed prognoftications concerning Vef- 
pafian, and the forces in the Eaft ; and, as Vefpa- 
lian excelled them both, another war was dreaded, 
and additional calamities. Moreover, with the 
Public, Vefpafian flood but in dubious eftimation, 
and, of all thofe who had been Emperors, was 
in truth the only one by power changed for the 
better. 
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I now proceed to a difplay of the rife and caufes 
of the commotion and revolt begun by Vitellius. 
When Julius Vindex was, with all his forces^ flairi, 
the conquering army, grown unruly and imperious 
upon fuch an acquifition of dory and fpoil ; as to 
their fhare the vidory had fallen, without pains or 
peril, in a war extremely lucrative; became eager 
for a£lion, and feats of war, and fonder of rapine 
than of their ufual ftipend. They had befides long 
endured a (ervice void of gain; and full of rigour^ 
as well from the bleaknefs of the country, and 
keennefs of the air, as from ,the fevere exercife of 
difcipline ; which, though it be preferved during 
peace with a ftrii^nefs ever fo unrelenting, ne\er 
fails to be diflojved by intefiine wars; fincc on 
both fides are always found bufy inftruments of 
corruption, and the violation of faith and duty 
efcapes all corre<Slion, Of men, and arms, and 
horfes they had abundant ftore, both for fervice and 
for fliew. But before the beginning of the war, 
they knew only their own particular companies, 
and their own troops of horfe } for ihe armies were 
feparated from each other by the boundaries of the 
fcveral Provinces. It was to make head againft 
Vindex that the Legions were drawn together j and 
having then tried their own ftrength, and that of 
the Gauls, they fought earrieftly to revive once 
more the tumult of war, and to create frefli quar- 
rels. Nor did they treat them as formerly with the 
title of Allies, but with that of Enemies, and of a 
people fubdued by the fword. Nay, they were 
abetted by thofe of the Gauls who dwell along the 
Banks of the Rhine, and having adhered to the for« 
tune and party of the Army, were now vehemently 
inciting them againft the Galbians'y for upon their 
countrymen they had beftowed this name, difdain- 
ing to mention that of Vindex. Filled therefore 
with rage towards the Sequaqians, and the Eduans, 
D 2 and 
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and towards other Cities, according to the meafure 
of their wealth, they grafped in imagination future 
booty, from towns facked, from the devaftation of 
countries, and the plunder of private dwellings. 
Befidet their being prompted by notable rapaciouf- 
ncfs and anrogance, the two leading vicea of fuch 
as are ilron^, they were provoked by the pride 
and defiance found in the behaviour of the Gauls, 
who boafted, that, in contempt of the army, they 
were by Galba releafed from a fourth of their Tri- 
bute, and drftinguiflied with the rights and privi- 
leges of Roman Citizens. To -all this there accrued 
a current report, malicioufly raifed, and raibly be- 
lieved, that the Legions were doomed to decima- 
tion, and every Centurion iioted for being brave 
and daring, to be cafliiercd. From every quarter 
were arriving news tragical and alarming. Sad and 
difcouraging were the tidings from Rome. The 
Colony too of Lyons, who were forely dirafle£led 
to Galba, and immoveable in their adherence to 
Nero, proved a continual fburce of wild and flying 
rumours. But within the camp itfelf was found 
nioft ample matter for fidlion and credulity, from 
the bitterncfs and hate of the foldiery, from their 
confcioufnefs and dread, and even from the fecurity 
which, upon a review of their own forces, they 
conceived. 

Abput the very firft of December in the preced- 
ing year, Aulus VitcUius had entered the Lower 
Germany, and with great accuracy vifited the win* 
ter quarters of the Legions there. To their ranks 
he rcftorcd numbers who had been degraded ; many 
he redeemed from ignominious punifhments, and 
cancelled the marks of infemy infli(Sted upon others. 
Some regulations he made through judgment 5 but 
moft with a corrupt view to popularity. Among 
the former muft be reckoned his abolifliing, with (b 
much integrity, what Fontelius Capito had done, 

in 
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in preferring and degrading particulars from the 
motives of avarice and fordid gain. Neither were 
thefe his proceedings eftimated barely according to 
the meafure of his office, that of a General of Con* 
fular quality ; but whatever he did, paiTed under a 
hi^er coniideration. . And for Vitellius himfelf, as 
by fuch who judged feverely, he was accounted but 
a mean perfon i his friends and adherents, on the 
contrary, while he was giving away his own for- 
tune, and lavifliing in bounties that of others, with-* 
put meafure, without difcernment, beftowed upon 
this extravagance and fpoil the title of complaifance 
and good nature. Add that, from a violent thirft 
of beartng rule, into virtue* they conftrued the moft 
manifeft vices. In both armies^ as there were 
many peaceable and modeft, fo were there many 
wicked and refolute. But abandoned to licentious 
purfuits, and fignal in precipitancy, were two Com* 
manders of Legions, Alienus Caecina and Fabius 
Valens. The latter particularly was highly difgoft- 
ed with Galba, alledging, that his fervices in dete£l^ 
jng the referves and hefitation of Verginius, and ia 
ftiling the machinations of <^apito, had been by 
Galba pafled over with ingratitude^ Hence he in- 
fiigated Vitellius, and magnified to him ^* the ar- 
*^ dour and ready zeal of the foldiery ; that hi» 
** own name was everv where mentioned with re* 
*^ nown. From Horaeonius Flaccus no obftru£lion 
'< would be found. Britain would accede to his 
*• party. The auxiliary forces of the Germans 
** would join. Ill aflured was the faith of the Pro- 
*' vinces. Tottering and precarious was the So- 
'* vereignty of the Old- man, and would quickly 
'< pals from him. Let Vitellius only open his arms 
*' and advance to receive his approaching fortune. 
** With reafon had Verginius faefitated to accept 
•< the Empire, a man defcended only from an equefr 
*^ trian family, from a father never known by any 
D 3 « office^ 
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*< ofHce. Had he accepted it, be would have proved 
«< unequal to it ; add might live in iafety after be 
*• had refufcd it. Vitelliua fprung from a father 
'* who had fuftained three Confulfhips, with the 
** awful office of Cenfor, and had been Collegue in 
<< the Confulfliip with Claudius. Such paternal dig- 
♦* nities had long fince raifed him to the elevation of 
*• an Emperor, and deprived him of ail fecurity in 
*< the ftation of a fubjea." 

His fpirit, naturally heavy and flow, yras fo far 
agitated by fuch reprefen tat ions, as to covet the 
Diadem rather than to hope for it.. In the Higher 
Germany, Caecina had intirdy captivated the anec* 
tions of the foldiers, as he was graceful and young, 
Jargeinhis per/on, of a foul which foftered defigns 
without bounds, his gait noble and fiately, and 
himfelf a prompt and lively fpeaker. This young 
man, exercifing the office of Quaeftor in that pro- 
vince of Spain called Batica^ had revolted immedi- 
ately to Galba, who thence preferred him to the 
command of a Legion; but foon after having dif- 
covered that he had embezzled the conimon trea* 
fare, ordered him to be profecuted as one guilty of 
robbing the Public. Caecina, refenting.this' neinouf- 
ly, determined to excite a fpirit of univerfal con- 
fufion and revolt, and with the miferies.of the ftatc 
to cover his own private wourids. Neither in the 
army itfelf were there wanting feeds of tumult and 
diicord. For in the war againft Vindex they had 
been all to a man engaged ; nor, till after Nero was 
flain, could they be induced to transfer their alle- 
giance to Galba. The troops too of Lower Ger- 
many had the merit of having taken the oath of fi- 
delity before them. Moreover, contiguous and in- 
termixed with the winter quarters of the Legions 
lay the territories of the Treverians and the Lin-* 
gones, and fuch other communities as had been by 
Galba aggrieved with fevere edids, or deprived of 

their 
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their wanted bounds. Hence arofe feditious com- 
munications between them ; as alfo the corruption 
of the ioldiery, incres^fed by tiieir intercourfe With 
the(e townfmen and peafants ; and bence too that 
devotion of theirs to Verginius was now at the fer* 
vice of any other candidate. 

The Community of the Lingones bad, in ob- 
fervance of ancient cuftom, fent gifts to the Legions, 
and the conaplimei^t of their right hands prefented, 
in token of afie(%on and hofpitality. Now their 
IDeputies, who in tbeir peribns aiid countenances 
bore the ftudied^tnarlcs of miserable dtdrefs and an* 
guiQi, took all occafions, both in the tents of the 
(bldiers, and in the quarters affigned for the Eagles 
and arms of eveiy particular Legio;i, to bewail bf 
turns their own hardfliips and opJ3reffions, and the 
favour and advantages conferred upon the other 
neighbouring Communities. And as foon as they 
found that thefe their infufionswere fwallowed with 
attention and eagernefs, they proceeded to bemoan 
the lot of the army itfelf, the perils which furrdund- 
ed them, with their Qppr<^rious uAge ^ and thU6 
infiamed the minds of the men; They Vftte in 
truth jiift ripe for a prefcnt inbrre^fon, when Hor« 
deonius Flaccus ordered the Deputies to depart, 
and that their departure might be the more fecre^ 
to leave the camp by night. Hence a furious ru- 
mour enfued, thai they were murdered. This was 
what the moft part affirmed, and added, that unlefs 
they took fure meafures for their own defence and 
preiervation, the certain confequence would be, that 
all the braved and^ moft vigilant foldters, and fuch 
as had dared to complain of the prefent evils, would 
be maflacred in the dark, apart from the fight and 
obfervation of their brethren. Prefently the Legions 
bind themfelves in a mutual and fecret confederacy^ 
and in it the auxiliary fotdiers are comprized ^ 
men, whom at &St they ftifpefited «f prepariiig te 
D 4 fall 
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fall upon the Legions tfaemfelves thus revolting, af- 
ter having furrounded them with the body of their 
cohorts, and their wings of horfe. But anon thefe 
auxiliaries appeared more clamorous and vehe- 
ment than the reft. So much more eafily procured, 
amongft men of evil minds, is a concurrence in 
rage and war, than in quietnefs and unanimity du- 
ring peace. 

Li Lower Germany, the Legions on the firft of 
January performed the folemnity of fwearing alle- 

tiance to Galba, drawn to it indeed by compul- 
on $ and with infinite backwardnefs and hefitation 
thev did it. Faint and few vtrcre theories of loyalty 
and applaufe, and thefe only uttered by fome in the 
iloremoft ranks. The reft continued mute, every 
particular expeding with impatience from him who 
flood neareft, fome daring effort of difaflFedion and 
treafon ; agreeably to the natural bent of men, to 
follow greedilv in fuch purfuits as they are greatly 
averfe to begm. The Legions too were animated 
by different humours. The firft and the fifth were 
fb turbulent and outrageous, that among them 
Ibme were found who a£&ulted the images of Galba 
with ftones. The fifteenth and fixteenth had not 
yet ventured beyond menaces and the uproar of 
words, but were watching with fpecial attention for 
Si beginning and precedent of mutiny and violence. 
But, in- the higher army the fourth Legion, and 
the eighteenth, both abiding in the fame winter 
quarters, did, even oh the firft of January, break 
in pieces the images of Galba : " An outrage in 
which the fourth manifefted the greater fury. The 
eighteenth ihewed fome hefitation, but prefently 
joined 'with the former. And left, by this ad 
they might feem to have renounced all reverence 
for the Emperor, they recalled and took the oath 
of fidelity to the antiquated names of the Senate 
and people of Rome. Nor was there one Tribune 

or 
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or one Commander of the Legions found to exert 
himfelf in behalf of Galba. Nay, fome of thefe 
officers pra<3ifed what is ufual during fuch madne& 
and confufion, and added notably to the uproar.. 
No man however appeared to harangue the multi* ^ 
tude, or took upon him the authonty of applying to 
them from a Tribunal. For as yet no particular 
perfon could be fmgled out to bear the name an4 
weight of the commotion. 

It is true Hordeonius Flaccus was upon the fpot ; 
a General of Confular authority was a beholder of 
this deteftable treafon and revolt, yet durft neither 
reftrain fuch as were already rufliing into rebellion, 
nor recover fuch as were only wavering, nor roufe 
and animate thofe who Aill perfev^red in their in* 
tegrity ; but remained fpiridefs, terrified, and only 
through ftupidity innocent. There were four Cen- 
turions who would have proteded the images of 
Galba, but were by the furious foldiers feksed and 
confined in chains. Tbefe were Nonius Receptus^ 
Donatius Valens, Romilius Marcellus, and Cal- 
purnius Repentinus ; all belonging to the eighteenth 
Legion. Further than this in none of them was; 
found or faith, or duty, or the memory of their 
former oaths« But it happened in this as in other 
infurrei^ions ; whither the many led, ^1 the reft: 
blindly followed. On the night which followed the 
fame day, the Eagle-bearer of the fourth Legion^ 
arriving at Cologn, acquainted Vitellius, while he 
"was banquetting, that the fourth Legion and the 
eighteenth had thrown down the images of Galba» 
and plighted their fideKty to the Senate and People 
of Rome : An oath which to him and his friends 
appeared void and invalid. It was therefore deter* 
mined to fix and afcertain fortune while ffae waft 
thus flilfting, and to itoake thefe L^ions the Ten« 
der of an Emperor. Forthwith me&ngers wete 
ditched koax Vitellius, to acquaint the Legions. 
D 5 of 
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of the Iqwer Province, and their Commanders, 
« That the higher Army had revolted from Galba ; 
<* infomuch that they muft either make war upon 
** the revolters ; or if they rather preferred peace 
*< and coalition, muft create an Emperor. Indeed 
«< with much lefs. peril they might prefentJy elefl a 
** Prince, than continue in fearch of one." 

The winter quarters of the firft Legion lay near- 
eft, and with it Fabius Valens the Commander, 
more keen and zealous than all the reft. This of- 
ficer entered into Cologn the very next day, ac- 
companied with the cavalry of his Legion, and 
thofe of the auxiliaries, openly faluted Vttellius 
Emperor, His example was followed by the Legions 
of the fame province with mighty hafte and compe- 
tition J and the upper Army, having already re)in- 
quiflied the plaufible names of the Senate and 
People of Rome, acceded fo early as the third of 
January to the party of Vitellius : It was now ap- 
parent, that to the free Roman State they were no 
wife devoted during the two preceding days. Equal 
to the ardour and zeal of the armies was that of the 
Treverians, of theLingones, and of the inhabitants 
of Cologn ; all making olFer of fupplies of men, of 
horfes, of treafure, each according to the meafure 
of his power and fufficiency, either in perfon, or 

. wealth, or of capacity and addrefs. Neither was 
ftich liberality confined to the leading men of thefe 
Colonies, or to thofe of the Camjj, men who en- 

^ Joyed prefent abundance, and who from viSory 
€nce gained conceived hopes of ample earnings : 
The common men too, the poor foldiers, they who 
were deftitute of money, inftead of it furrendered 
their travelling fubfiftence, their girdles, the trap- 
pings of their horfes^ and the filver ornaments upon 
their armour j all led by impulfe, by headlong paf- 
fion^ and even by avarice. 

Yi- 
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Vitdlius therefore, after he had extolled the zeal 
and alacrity of the foldiers, dtfpofed of the feveral 
charges depending on the Sovereignty; charges 
which were wont to be adminiftred by the Impe- 
rial Fredmen, but now by him conferred upoa 
Roman Knights. The fees exaftcd from the fol- 
diers by the Centurions for exemptions from duty,, 
he ordered to be paid out of his own Treafure as 
Emperor. The cruel vengeance of the foldiers, ia 
craving the doom and execution of particulars, he 
in many inftances humoured ; and in fome inflances 
defeated, under colour of committing the obnoxious 
perfons to prifon. Pompeius Propinquus, Gover- 
nor of the Province of Belgica, was put Co prefent 
death. By an artifice he redeemed from their rage 
theperibn of Julius Burdo, Commander of the na- 
val Forces in Germany. Againft him the fury of 
the army raged, as they believed that through his. 
mifchievous devices Foriteius Capito .had been 
brought fir ft to rebel, and then to perifli. Dear ta 
them was the memory of Capito 5 and fuch befides 
was their thirft of vengeance and blood, that to flay 
and execute in the face of the day, was with theni 
matter of licence ; but to proteft and (hew mercy 
there was no way other than that of deceiving 
tbeok Thus was Burdo fecured in prifon, and» 
afterwards upon the viftory obtained by Yitellius^^ 
difcharged, when the malice of the foldiers was'^ 
diffipatot. In the mean while, Cri^inus the Cen- 
turion was prefented to their fury, as a proper vic- 
tim for expiation ;. he who had ftained himfelf with 
the blood of Capito. For this caufe, as he ^was^ 
to the foldiera who required his execution, a cfimi- 
nal the more fignally notorious ^ fo he was to Vi- 
tellius who awarded it, an object the more vile and 
deipicablew The next threatened was Julius Civilis^ 
but delivered from all peril, as amongfl: his coun- 
trymea Uie BaUvians> he was a man of prevailing 
D 6 cr^dil 
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credit and popularity; and left by his doom that 
nation fo wild and nerce might have been provided 
to enmity. In truth, there then lay in the country 
of the Lingones eight Cohorts of Batavians, apper- 
taining, as auxiliaries, to the fourteenth Legion ; 
but through the commotion and diftra<%on of the 
times, retired from it ; a body of men of infinite 
weight and availment, either as enemies or confe- 
derates. To execution Vitellius doomed Nonius, 
Donatius, Romillius, and Calpurnius, the four Cen- 
turions lately mentioned, all condemned for adhe- 
ring to their faith and duty ; a crime ever thought 
mod heinous by fuch as have renounced both. To 
this partykthere Joined themfelves Valerius Afiaticus, 
the Emperor's Lieutenant in the Province of Bel- 
gica, he upon whom Vitellius afterwards beftowed 
his daughter ; and Junius Blaefus, Governor of that 
part of Gaul which derives its name from the City 
of Lyons ; together with the Italic Legion, anil 
the band of horfe in titled Taurina^ both encamped 
at Lyons. Neither did the forces in Rhaetia pro- 
craftinate, but forthwith went over to his fide ; nor 
even from thofe in Britain was there any heiitatiofl 
found. 

Over Britain Trebellius Maximus then bore rule, 
a man for his avarice and infamous corruptions de- 
fpifed and detefted by the army. This hate of 
theirs was daily heightened and inflamed by Roicius 
Caslius, Commander of the twentieth Legton ; one 
who towards him bad long Uved in a fiate of ftrife 
and oppofition. But now by the eruption .of the 
civil war, their mutual enmity broke forth more 
implacably. Upon Caelius, the General charged 
the ^raiiing of fedJtion, and that he had utterly 
broken all difcipline in the army. Againft the 
General, Caelius urged, that he had plundered and 
impoverished the Legions. And, in the mean 
wbile> through the fcandalous di/putes and compe? 
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titton between the Chiefs, the behaviour of the 
army, otherwife modcft, became quite depraved ; 
and to fuch a tumult the conteft arofe, that Tre- 
belltus, finding himfelf aiTadted by many reproaches 
from the auxiliary foMiers alfo, and perceiving all 
the Cohorts and Bands of horfe to allbciate them- 
felves with Cadius, ikd, in this forlorn ftate, to Vi- 
tellius* Yet the tranquillity of the Provinces fiib- 
fifted, though the Governor vefied with Confiilar 
dignity was eone. The adminiftration was perform- 
ed by the Commanders of the Legions, by their 
office atl equal in authority ; but Caclius by iuperior 
boldnefs gained fuperior fway. 

VitclHus, upon the acceffion of the army in Bri- 
tain to his party, become mighty in forces and trea- 
fure, appointed two Generals to conda(£l the war,^ 
and to each General ailigned a difierent route* To 
Fabius Valens he gave orders to footh and draw 
over the Gauls, or, if he could not perfuade them, 
then to over-run them by fpoil and devaftation^. and 
by that part of the Alps which bears the name of 
Cotiiaity make an irruption iiuo Italy. Cxcina waa 
ordered to advance thither by a nearer way, and ta 
pafs over the mountains called Pemni, To Valens 
was committed the flower of the lower Army, with 
the Eagle of the fifth Legion, and the Cohorts and 
Bands of horfe, to the number of forty thoufand' 
fighting men. From the hiighcr Germany Caecina 
led thirty thoufand, of which the principal' ftrength 
<:onfi(ted in one Legion, namely, the twenty-firft^ 
Upon both Generals were beftowed bodies of auxi- 
liary Germans. From thefe two it was that Vitel- 
lius drew reinforcements for his own troops, with 
whom he was to follow and fupport the whole 
weight of the war. 

Wonderful was found tlie difierencc between the 
<i)irit of the army, and that of the Emperor. The 
lUdiers were urgent for a£lion> and required to be 

put 
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put under arms, *< wbilft dread fttll poflefled die 
^ Gaul&» ii^ilft Spain remained in heikation and 
<« fufpence. The winter feafon was no obftrudion ^ 
<< nor was there any to be admitted from the ftu- 
*< pid deliberations about peace. They nuift in> 
<< vade Italy ; they muft feize Rome. In civil 
<* commotions nothing was fo fecure as difpaccb, 
<* fince then lefs neceflary was counfel than exe- 
<< cution." Vitellius continued lifekfs and ftupi- 
fiedy only in voluptuous floth, and confuming ban^ 
quets, perfonating a prince ; as if in luxury and 
profufion the meafure and fundions of Sovereignty 
had laid. By the middle of the day he was always 
intoxicated with wine, gorged with feafling, un- 
wieldy, and unmovcable^ But fuch was the zeal 
and vigour of the ibldiers, that of themfelves they 
fupplied all the duties of the Leader, as effe^loally as 
if he had attended himfelf, and in perfon animated 
the brave by hopes, the daftardly by fear. As foon 
as they were drawn out and armed, they denianded 
with earneflnefs, that thef iignal might be given 
for marching ; ftiling him by the name of Ger- 
manicus, to which they fubjoined his own of Vi- 
tellius. For even after he was victorious, he for- 
bad giving him the appellation of Cafar. To Fa- 
bius Valens, and the army which he was thus lead- 
ing forth to the war, on the very day they com- 
menced their march, there appeared a joyful prefago, 
lAat of an Eagle, which meafuring his motion by 
that of the Hoft, glided gently along, and flew 
juft before, as if he purpofely guided the way. 
Such too, for a large /pace of time, were the joy- 
ful (houts uttered by the foldiers, fuch the fteady 
motion of the undifmayed bird, that thence was in« 
ferred a manifeft omen of an iilue grand and fuc* 
cefsful. 

And in truth they s^hanced with aflurance to the 
territories of Treves> as to thoTe of a friendly State. 

But 
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But at Dlvodurum, a city of the Mcdiomatricians, 
though they were there received with every degree 
of franknefs and complaifance, a fudden pannic 
feized them, and in an inftant they grafped their 
arms, with defign to maffacrc the unoffending city ; 
not for the Take of pillage, or from the luft of (poil^ 
but from fury and madnefs, and caufes unknown, 
and thence the more difficult to be remedied and 
removed ; till aiTuaged at laft by the intreaties of 
their General, they forbore purfuing the utter de- 
flru£lion of the city. There were flaughtered, how- 
ever, to the number of four thoiiland men : An 
example of terror, which alarmed all the reft of 
Gaul ; infomuch that thenceforward intire cities, 
when the army ajpproached them^ went forth to 
meet it, accompanied with their magiftratea, and 
tendering the petitions of fupplicants. Along the 
ways, in humble poftures, were ftrcwed their chil- 
dren and wive$ : and every other art, every per- 
fuailve proper to foften the rage of a foe, was of- 
fered ; not that they really were engaged in a war,, 
but purely to be allowed the privilege of peace. 

In the Capital of the Leucians Fabius Valens re- 
ceived tidings of the murder of Galba, and that 
the Sovereignty was devolved upon Otho^ Nor 
did the jiews move the fpirit of the foldiers either 
to grief or joy, as they were only intent upon war. 
From the Gauls all caufe of hefitation in favour of 
Galba, was now taken away. Towards Otho and 
Vitellius they bore equal hate ; and were moreover 
jKjflefled with dread of Vitellius.. The next State 
was that of the Lingones, a people attached to the 
party of Vitellius^ There the army was kindly re- 
ceived, and ftrove to retura the civility by equal 
complaifance., But this chearful harmony proved 
ihort, through the turbulent behaviour of thofe Co- 
horts which, having withdrawn themfelves from the- 
fourteenth Legign^ as above I have i^etnembered,, . 

bad 
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had been by Fabius Valens incorporated with his 
own forces. Between thefe Cohorts, who were Ba- 
tavians, and the Legionary Ibldiers, at firft reproach- 
ful words arofe ; words were prefently followed by 
a tumult. And while the other foldiers, according 
to their different partialities, ef{)oured oppofite fides^ 
. the contention waxed fo hot, that a battle muft have 
immediately enfued, had not Valens, by puniihing 
a few particulars, recalled the Batavians, who had 
forgot all authority, to a fenfe of their duty. In 
vain was caufe of war fought againft the ^duans : 
for being commanded to furnifli a fupply of ofioney 
and arms, they, of their own accord, added one 
of provifions without price. What the ^duans 
had done out of fear, the inhabitants of Lyons did 
• through joy. From whence however was withdrawn 
the Italic Legion, and the Squadron of horfe enti- 
tled Taurina. But at Lyons it was judged proper 
to leave the eighteenth Cohort ; as in quarters where 
they had been ufed to winter. Manlius Valens, 
commander of the Italic Legion, though he had 
truly ferved the caufe, yet remained without favour 
or difttnftion from Vitellius. Fabius had blafied 
him with fecret defamations, ignorant a3 he was of 
fuch devices ; and to render Manlius the more fecure 
and unreguarded, whilft he thus circumvented him^ 
always applauded him openly. 

The animofities <b long fubfiffing between the 
people of Lyons and thofe of Vienne, had been by 
the late war inflamed. Hence many bloody routs 
and calamities on both fides, more frequent and fu- 
rious than if they had fought only for the interefis 
of Nero and Galba. In truth, Galba, moved by 
^is difpreafure, had converted to bis own Exchequer 
the revenues of the Lyonefe i and, on the contrary, 
had treated thofe of Vienne with fignal marks of 
favour. This became the root of emulation and 
envy between two jpeople linked t(>gethcr m mu^ 

tual 
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tual hatred, and only fcparated by a river. They 
of Lyons therefore fet themfelves to animate the 
foldiers man by man, and to incite them to exter- 
minate thofe of Vienne. They urged, that this their 
Colony had been by them befieged ; that they had 
aided the confpiracy and attempts of Vindex, and 
lately levied* Legions for the fupport of Galba. And 
when they had difplayed thefe plaufible motives for 
hate and hoftility, they (hewed and extolled to the 
foldiers the mighty and extenfive fpoil which awaited 
them. Nor did they any longer confine themfelves 
to fecret exhortations to particular foldiers, but pub- 
lickly befought them in a body, ** That they would 
*' march in purfuit of juft vengeance, that they 
** would raze and f xtinguiih the feat and nurfcry of 
** the war in Gaul; a nurfery which contained none 
** but foreigners and foes. For themfelves, they 
** were a Roman Colony, and part of the army, 
•* and their infeparable confederates in all events 
*' proiperous or difaftrous. Now if Fortune (hould 
** chance to prove froward, they begged that they 
^^ might not be left expofed to the rage of their im« 
** placable enemies/' 

By thefe inftigations, and many more in the fame 
drain, they incenfed the men lo eiFe£iually, that 
even the Commanders of the Legions, and their 
other Leaders, judged it impoflible to quell the 
wrath of the army j when the inhabitants of Vienne, 
well apprized of their impending peril, covered their 
heads with doleful and religious veils, and accofling 
the army as they marched, in the mournful guife 
of fupplicants, embraced their armour, their knees, 
their feet, and thus mollified the animofity of the 
foldiers. Befides the force of thefe fupplications, 
Valens added a donative of three hundred fefterces 
{a) a man. Then it was that reverence for the 

(a) Betwixt 9 and 10 Crowns. 

dignity 
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dignity of the colony, and its ancient eftabliih- 
ment, prevailed ; and then was the difcourfe of 
Fabius, who to the army recommended the fecurity 
and prefervation of the Viennefe, received with 
favour and attention. They were fentcnced, how- 
ever, to furrender the arms belonging to their State; 
and to aiHfl the foldiers with provifions, every man 
contributed his (hare^ according to what he had. 
But the prevailing rumour was, " That the people 
** of Vienne had bought over Valens with an im- 
** menfe fum of money/' This man, one long 
fordidly poor, then on a fudden become rich, did 
but ill difguife the hafiy change of his fortune. As 
his appetites had been whetted and inflamed by a 
long courfe of penury, his riot and , exceifes were 
boundlefs; and having fpent his younger years in 
eminent indigence, he abandoned himfelf to noto- 
rious prodigality in his old age. From thence in 
a flow progrefs, the army was led through the ter- 
ritories of the.Allobrogians and Vocontians; whik 
upon every march which he made, upon -every ihift- 
ing of his camp, the General conftantly fet a price.; 
and with the proprietors of the ieveral lands, with 
jhe magiftrates -of the feveral cities, jSruck infamous 
)>argains for favour and exemption. This he did 
with fuch open eonfidence ,and menaces, that he or- 
dered Lucus, a municipal town of the Vocontians, 
to be fet on fire, till by money he was appeafed« As 
pften as money failed, he was fofteaed by a prcfent 
of women, and by facrifices to his luft. Marching 
in this manner, he arrived at the Alps. 

Caecina rioted in greater fpoil, and in more blood. 
His fpirit, naturally tempeftuous and fierce, was ex- 
afperated by the Helvetians, a nation of the Gauls; 
one renowned of old for men and arms, and after- 
wards only fignal fpr reputation paft. The Helve- 
tians were not apprized of the tragical end of Gal- 
ba, and refufed to own the Sovereignty of Vitel- 

lius. 
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lius. But the commencement of the war proceeded 
from the eagernefs and rapacity of the twenty-firft 
Legion, who had violently feized as plunder, the 
money which the Helvetians were fending to pay the 
garrifon of a fort, which for a long time paft they 
had maintained with their own men and money. 
The Helvetians, who bore this heinoufly, caufed to 
be intercepted the letters, which in the name of the 
German Army, were carrying tp the Legions in 
Pannoni, and made prifoners of a Centurion and 
fome foldters. Caecina, who longed paiSonately for 
war, proceeded always to take vengeance for every 
offence, within his reach, as faft as it was con> 
mitted, before the oflFender could have time to claim 
the merit of remorfe and fubmiflion* In an inftant 
he decamped and marched, lajd the whole country 
waSe, and facked a fine place, magnificently buiU 
during a long peace, in imitation of a large muni* 
cipal city, and. greatly frequented for the iake of it« 
charming and ^lubrious Jtaths. He Ukewiie di(^ 
patched exprefles into Rh^tia, with orders to the 
auxiliaries of that country, to fall upon the. Helve- 
tians in the rear, while they made hc;ad ^gainfl the 
forces of the Legion » 

Tlje Helvetians, fo fierce and daring while dan- 
ger was at a diftance, were flruck and terrified when 
it arrived. Upon the firft alarm, indeed, they had 
chofen a Leader, Claudius Scverus. But theyjcnew 
not the ufe of their arms, knew not how to keep 
their ratxks, nor how to purfue any united CQunfel 
for the benefit of the whole. Ternicious they 
thought muil be the trial of a battle againfl troops 
fo l-egular and experienced j and it was utterly un- 
fafe to abide a fiege within walls that were ruinous 
and old. Here they flood expofed to Caecina with 
a powerful Army j there to the Cohorts and Squa» 
drons of horfe from Rhaetia* The Rhaetian Youth 
too were inured to arms, and diligently trained in 

the. 
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the difcipline of war. On every fide they were be- 
let with devaftation and flaughter. In the midft of 
all this diftrcfs and terror, running hither and thi- 
ther, and cafting away their arms, they fled at laft 
to the mountain Vocetius, the moft part of them 
wounded, or in utter difarray. From thence too 
they were inftantly driven by a band of Thraciam 
purpofely fent ; and, as the Germans alfo and Rhae- 
tians purfued them, they were all flaughtered amongft 
the woods, and even in their own lurking holes. 
Many thoufands were cut off, and many thou/ands 
fold to bondage. As the army, after having com- 
mitted univerfal ravage and fpoil, were now march- 
ing in order of battle towards Aventicum the me- 
tropolis of the country, deputies from thence were 
difpatched to ofier a Utrrender of the city, and the 
furrcnder was accepted. Upon Julius Alpinus, Cae- 
cina caufed capital puni(bment to be inflided,as upon 
one who had fiirred up the war. To the judgment 
of Vitellius, whether the fame proved cruelty or 
mercy, he remitted all the reft. 

Eafy it is not to aflert, which of the two, the 
Emperor or the foldiers, the Helvetian Embailadors 
Ibund moft implacable and unrelenting. The fol- 
diers inllfted, that the eity fhould be utterly demo- 
lifiied, and, with menacing hands and weapons, tn- 
fulted the Embailadors in the face. Nor did Vitel- 
lius refrain from threats and reproaches -, till Clau- 
dius Cofliis, one of the EmbaiTadors, a man of 
fioted eloquence, but now concealing his faculty of 
perfuading under an aiTumed and artful tremor, and 
thence perfuading the more powerfully, calmed and 
afluaged the animofity of the foldiers. Such is the 
genius of the vulgar, ever fubjedl to fudden fhiftings 
of their paffions ; this moment, cruel without mea- 
fure, and the next, equally addicted to compafiion 
and mercy. At laft, by a torrent of tears, and by 
imploring, with a fteady perieverance, a milder de- 

tetmination, 
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termination, they obtained to their city pardon and 
fecurity. 

Caecina, while he tarried fome few days in the 
country of the Helvetians, till he had learned the 
pleafure of Vitellius, and preparing at the fame 
time to pafs the Alps,' received glad tidings from 
Italy, that the Squadron of horfe named SiTenay and 
then quartering about the Po, had fwom fealty to 
Vitellius. That Squadron had ferved under ViteU 
lius in Africa, when he was Proconful there. They 
were afterwards recalled from thence by Nero, in 
order to be fent forward into Egypt, but, upon the 
infurreSion of Vindex, detained from going. They 
at this time fojourned in Italy ; and, at the infti- 
gation of their officers, men unacquainted with 
Otho, men engaged by obligations to Vitellius, and 
always magnifying; to them the mighty ftrength of 
the approaching Legions, with the fignal renown 
of the German Army, they went over to the fame 
party. And as a prefent to their new Prince, with 
themfelves they brought into his intereft the ftroneeft 
municipal cities in the territories beyond the ro, 
thofe of Milan, Novara> Eporedia, and Vercelles. 
Ca»:ina had this information diredly from them- 
felves. And becaufe the moft extenuve region in 
Italy could not be guarded by a Angle band of ca* 
valry, he difpatched thither before him the feveral 
Cohorts of Gauls, Lufuanians, and Britons, with 
the body of German troops, and the Squadron of 
horfe called Taurina, He himfelf remained in fome 
ihort fufpence, whether it were not advifeable to 
bend his march over the mountains of Rhstia, to* 
wards Noricum,. againft Petronius, Governor of 
that province, who, having on all hands raifed and 
aiTembled forces, and broken down the bridges over 
the rivers, was fuppofed to z&, from an attachment 
to Otho. But dreading the reinforcements of foot 
and horfe, fent already forward i reflci^ing too, that 

from 
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from fecuring Italy more glory would srccrue ; an< 
that where-fever thq decifive battle were fought 
Noricum would certainly prove one of the acqui 
fitions following a general vidory, he ordered hi; 
foldiers lightly armed to take their route over th^ 
Appennine, and led the heavy body of Legionary 
forces over the Alps, ftill covered with the bleak 
horrors of winter, 

Otho, in the mean time, contrary to the expec- 

. tation of all men, languifhed not in floth, nor was 
lulled afleep by any of his pleafures. All his vo- 
luptuous (allies were fufpended and poftponed, his 
paffion for luxury was artfully diilembled, and all 
things conduced fuitably to the dignity of the Em- 
pire. Hence was adminiftered the greater caufe of 
public fear, as thefe virtues were known to be hol- 
low and aifumed, and a certain return was appre- 
hended of his vices, which were natural and tried. 
Before* himfelf in the Capitol, he caufed to be pro- 
duced Marius Celfus, Conful eleft, the fame whom, 
under colour of committing him to durance, he 
had already refcued from the cruelty of the foldiers. 
He aimed to obtain a charaAer of tendernefs and 
clemency by mercy fliewn to a man fo illiiftrious, 
and fo odious to all the partizans of Otho's cauf^. 
Celfus when he appeared, confefled refolutely tbe 
imputed crime, of having perfevered in his faith 
and duty to Galba: he even appealed to Otho, 
whether he ought not to approve fuch an example 
of fidelity. Nor did Otho treat him as a criminal 
pardonea; but to manifeft that he feared none of 
his enemies, to whom he had once declared himfelf i 
reconciled, forthwith admitted him amongil his 
moft intimate friends, and prefently afteY chofe him 
one of his Generals for conducing the war. In 
Celfus too, by a kind of fatality, there remained 
for Otho alfo a fidelity unfliaken and unhappy. 

* From the faving of Celfus there enfued much joy 

amongft 
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amongft all men of rank in Rome, many acclama- 
tions amongft the populace, and no fort of diflafte 
even amongft the foldiers, who in him admired the 
very fame virtue, againft which they had been fo 
much incenfed. 

This flight of public joy was followed by another 
equally great, though upon a confideration widely 
different, namely, the deadly doom of Tigellinus, 
obtained by the cry of the public* Sophronius Ti- 
gellinus fprang from parents altogether obfcure ; his 
younger years were defiled with unnatural proftitu- 
tion, and his old age abandoned to chambering and 
lubricity. When, by a courfe of vices, as the 
quickeft means of preferment, he had gained the 
command of the Watch, then of the Praetorian 
Bands, and other rewards due to virtue, he began 
to exercife cruelty, rapacity, and the like mafcu- 
line villanies. Nero he had corrupted to every ini- 
quity, and had the boldnefs to perpetrate many un- 
known to Nero. At laft he forfook and betrayed 
him. Hehce the execution of no man was more 
vehemently urged, by fuch as hated and by fuch as 
lamented Nero, both concurring, from oppofite 
paflions, in the fanie antipathy and requeft. While 
Galba reigned, hewas proteifled by the mighty au- 
thority of Titus Vinius, on pretence that his daugh- 
ter had been faved by Tigellinus ; and it is without 
doubt that he had faved her, yet from no clemency 
of his, (after fuch numbers murdered by him) but 
purely to purchafe means of fhelter and efcape in 
time to come. For this is the policy of every de- 
fperate offender ; from diftruft of prefent fortune, 
and dread of change, to arm himfelf betimes with 
private favour againft the public hate. Hence it 
comes that for the protedtion of innocence no re- 
gard is (hewn ; but the guilty combine for mutuaV 
exemption from punifliment. The people were the 
more inflamed, for that with their old deteftation 

of 



72 THE HISTORY BookL 

of TIgellinus there concurred their recent bitternefi 
towards Titus Vinius : And from cverjr quarter of 
the City they now flocked to the palace, and the? 
Forums, and efpecially with their multitudes they 
filled the Circus and feveral Theatres, places where 
the populace are wont to exert their higheft a£b of 
licentioufnefs. There they clamoured with bold 
and feditious words, till the fatal injundiion to die 
was difpatched to Tigellinus, then at the Baths of 
SinueiTa. There it reached him; and, amidft a 
herd of harlots, after many paffionate embraces, 
after many bafe and unmanly delays, he at laft cut 
bis throat with a razor, and brought a frefh ftaiu 
upon his life, infamous as it was, even by hh man- 
. ner ojfldyin|, altogether vile, and meanly flow. 

At the tame time, againft Galvia Crifpinilla ca- 
pital punifliment was demanded : But, by eluding 
the profecution (everal artful ways, and by the con< 
nivance of the Prince, who by a<^ing a double part 
incurred public cenfure, flie efcaped her doom. She 
had been to Nero the diredrefs of his lufts, and af- 
terwards pafling over to Africa to inftigate Clodius i 
Macer to a revolt, avowedly laboured to famiih the I 
people of Rome ; yet after this, becoming exalted 
and fecured by her marriage with a Conful, fhe ac- 
quired the good graces of the whole City, and lived 
in perfe£l impunity during the reigns of Galba, Otho, 
aod Vitellius. Thenceforward {he continued mighty 
in credit, by being opulent and childle(s ; two con« 
fiderations equally prevalent in good times and in 
bad. 

Frequent the while were the letters which pafled 
from Otho to Vitellius, all contaminated with (ooth- 
ings and blandifliments only proper to be u(ed to 
women. In thefe he offered him treafure and fa- 
vour, and fuch a place of retirement as he himfelf 
ihould chufe to live in, fuitable to his profufe life 
and tajle. With the yery fame offers Vitellius 

tempted 
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tempted Otho, and in the fame fofc terras. For at 
firft they both treated in a way of diffimulation, full 
of nonfenfe and abfurdity. Then, as it were, pro- 
ceeding to plain fcolding, they upbraided each other 
with their whoredoms, and profligate doings. Nor 
in this did either briag a falfe charge againft the 
other. Otho, having recalled the Embafudors fent 
by Galba, difpatched others in their room, in the 
plaufible name of the Senate, to both the Armies 
in Germany, to the Italic Legion, and to the For- 
ces quartering at Lyons. Thefe Embafladors con- 
tinued with Vitellius, with fuch franknefs as feem- 
ed no proof that they were detained by force. But 
the party of the Praetorian guards, who by the ap- 
pointment of Otho accompanied them, under the 
appearance of refpe£): and attendance, were obliged 
to return back, without being fullered to mix 
amongft the foldiers of the Legions. Moreover Fa- 
bius Valens tranfmitted letters to the Praetorian Bands, 
and City Cohorts, in the name of the German Ar- 
my, magnifying the mighty forces attached to that 
intereft, and offering friendfbip and aflbciatton. He 
there likewife upbraided them for transferring the 
Sovereignty to Otho, when it bad been fo long be- 
fore legally conferred upon Vitellius. Thus were 
they at once affailed by promifes and menaces, as 
men utterly unequal to fuftain the war, but in no 
danger of lofing by accepting urtm of peace. Nof 
for all this, did the Praetorian bands vary thcif 
plighted faith. 

Now, as both chiefs were employiog fnares and 
minifters of death againft each other, there were 
inftruments of this ^rt difpatched by Otho into 
Gernuny, others by Vitellius to Rome; and the 
attempts on both fides wevt defeated. But their 
agents fared differently. Thofe of Vitellius efcaped 
undilHnguiihed in the iriighty and promifcuous 
crowd at Rome, where the perfoiis and .c«ncern» 
Vol. IIL E of 
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of men are to each other unknown ; whereas they 
who came from Otho were quickly remarked as 
•new faces in the quarters of Vitellius, where all 
men were mutually known to each other, and thence 
their dcfign was betrayed. Vitellius too wrote to 
Titianus, brother to Otho, threatening to put him 
and his Ton to death, \q cafe his mother and chij- 
dren were not protefted in perfeft fecurity at Rome. 
In truth the families of both were preferved unhurt, 
binder both Princes fucceffively. But whether the 
mercy and forbearance of Otho were not founded 
iiit fear, remains an uncertainty. For Vitellius, 
who proved to be the Conqueror, acquired thence 
the glory of clemency unforced. 
' The firft tidings from abroad that raifed the af- 
furance of Otho, were from Illyricum ; namely, 
that the Legions in Dalmatia, in Pannom'a, and in 
Mce(]^9 had declared for him, and fworn allegiance. 
The like good news arrived from Spain, and Clu- 
vius Rufus the Governor, was applauded in a pub- 
lic Edifb for fuch acceptable fervice : whereas it be- 
came prefently known, that Spain had revolted to 
Vitellius. Nor in truth did Aquitaine perfift long 
in obedience, though they of that Province had, 
by the influence of Julius Cordus, fworn fealty to 
Otho. There prevailed no where any fincere af- 
fiedions in the hearts, nor any true faitn in the ac- 
tions of men ; and only by the impreffions of ter- 
ror and neceffity they were tranfported and changed 
hither and thither. From the fame dread, the Pro- 
vince of Narbon Gaul acceded to the party that 
was neareft and ftrongeft. The Provinces far re- 
0iote, and all the forces beyond the feas, continued 
fubje£l to Otho ; from no partiality or zeal to his 
title or intereft : But in the name of Rome, and 
in the authority of the Senate^ infinite weight was 
found. Befides their minds were pre-occupied in 
histehalf, as the firft that they had heard nomi- 
nated. 
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nated. The A^y in Judca were by Veipafian 
fworn to Otho, as were the Legions in Syria by 
Mucianus. Egypt too, and all the Provinces ex- 
tending to the Eaft, were governed in his name. 
The like fubmiffion was paid him in Africa, accord- 
ing to the example begun by Carthage. Indeed, 
without waiting for the authority of Vipftanus 
Apronianus, the Proconful, Crefcens a freed-man 
of^ero's, (for thefe fort of creatures too in cala- 
mitous times, thruft themfelves into the adminiftra* 
tion of the State) had prefented a feaft to the people 
there, in order to celebrate with rejoicings the ac- 
ceilion of a new Emperor : and upon this occafion, 
the impatient populace ran into many extravagancies, 
without regard had to any riile or reftraint. The 
precedent fet by Carthage was followed by the 
other African Cities. Whilft the Armies and the 
Provinces were thus rent and attached to oppofite 
interefts, it, in truth, behoved Vitellius, if he would 
gain the Sovereignty, to gain it by war. 

Otho, in the mean time, as if full peace had 
reigned, was applying himfelf to the civil adminif- 
tration of the Empire, with a condu<5^, in fomc 
inftances, becoming the dignity of the State, but 
for the moft part unfuitable to the public honour, 
through hafte and impatience to find prefent expe- 
dients for daily exigencies. Himfelf and Titianus 
his brother he named Confuls, to continue till the 
Calends of March. For the two following months 
in that office he appointed Verginius ; a matter of 
favour, by which he meant to foften and court the 
German Army, To Verginius he joined, for a 
CoUegue, Pompeius Vopifcus, under colour of an- 
cient friendfhip, but, in the opinion of moft men, 
as a real compliment of honour paid to the people 
of Viennc, The other defignations to the Conful- 
fhip remained Juft as they had been fettled by Nero 
or Galba. Hence, Caelius and Flavius, ebch fir- 
E 2 named 
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named Sabiniis, were the fucceeding Confuls till 
July ; as were Arius Antonius and Marius Celfus 
till September. Nor was this dignity of theirs abo- 
liflied or queftioncd even by Vitellius after he proved 
Conqueror. Moreover, upon fuch ancient Sena- 
tors as had already fuftained illuftrious funfiions in 
the State, Otho, for the laft completioh of their 
public honours, conferred the pontifical or augural 
dignities ; and for a confolation to young Noble- 
men, lately under exile, but now recalled, he in- 
vefted them with fuch facerdotal offices as had been 
enjoyed by their fathers or forefathers. To Cadius 
Rufus, Pedius Blaefus, and Sevinus Promptinus, Se- 
nators degraded in the reigns of Claudius and Nero, 
and condemned for robbing the Public, their dig- 
nity was now reftored. In repealing their fentence, 
it was thought fit to new name their crime, that 
what was real rapine might now feem to have been 
only a charge of treafon ; a charge become fo odi- 
ous, that, in deteftation of it, other laws, however 
falutary, were difufed and loft. 

By the like methods of benevolence, he alfo at- 
tempted to gain the afFe£tions of whole Cities and 
Provinces. He fupplied the Colonies of Hifpalis 
and Emerita with a frelh recruit of families. He 
made the whole people of the Lingones free Citi- 
zens of Rome. To the Province of Bastica he 
made a prefent of all the Cities of the Moors. He 
eftabliQied new privileges in Cappadocia, new pri- 
vileges in Africa, more in truth for oftentation and 
renown, than that they were likely to continue. 
During thefe tranfaSions, which, from the neceflity 
of the conjunSure, and the cares which urged him 
on every fide, paffed for excufable, he forgot not 
to recall fondneffes paft j and while his Sovereignty 
was yet at ftake, procured a decree of Senate for 
replacing the feveral ftatues of Poppaea. He is even 
believed to have bad under frequent deliberation the 

celebrat- 
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celebrating of Nero's memory with public Ho- 
nours, with a view to win the* hearts of the popu* 
lacc* Nay, fomc there were who in public places 
ereded the images of Nero ; and during certain 
days, the people and foldiers uttered their acclama- 
tions to Otho, by the name of Nero Otho ; as if 
by this title they intended him additional nobility 
and luftre ; while he himfelf remained filent "tovA 
undetermined, perhaps afliamcd to accept their cOm« 
pliment, perhaps afraid to forbid it. 

Whilft the minds of men were intent upon the 
progreis and iflbe of the civil war, foreign tranfac- 
tions pafled unregarded* Hence it was that the 
Rozolanians a people cf Sarmatia, who had the 
preceding winter cut off ^^ of our Cohorts, made 
an irruption the more daringly into Moefia, with 
mighty expefbtion* They were nine thoulahd 
horie, animated by paft {wtctb with notable affur^ 
anceand difdainy and more poiieffed with the thoughts 
of ^il than of fighting. As therefore they roved 
about, difperfed and regardlefs of an enemy, they 
werefuddenly befet by the third L^on accompk« 
nied l^ its auxiliaries. Amongft the Koman foites 
all things were aptly difpoied for an encounter** 
Thofe of Sarmatia, on the contrary, were either 
fcattered abroad in eager queft of prey, or loaded 
with it, and through the ilipperinels of the ways de- 
prived of all aid from the fleetnefs of their horfess 
fo that they were flaugbtered like men bound and 
helplefs. For wonderful it is to be obferved,. that 
all the bravery of the Sarmatians, is as it were, ex-» 
tcrnal and disjointed from the men. In combats oit 
footy nothing is fo (piritlefi and unmanly as they : 
when they advance as a body of horfe, fcarce can 
any army whatfoever withftand them. But upon 
this occafion, the day being wet, and the froft dif- 
iblving, they were neither able to wield their migh^ 
ty fpears, nor their huge fabres> fiUwcs ib long £at 
E ;j with 
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with both their hands they rhanage them : for under 
them now their horfes flipt and fell, and left them en- 
cumbered with their ponderous coats of mail ; fuch 
as by all their Princes and Nobles are worn. It is an 
armour framed of plates of iron, or of leather in- 
finitely bard ; and though it be impenetrable by any 
weapon, yet to fuch as are by the force of an ene- 
my caft down, h is alfo a Aire obfiacle to rifing 
again. They were moreover involved in the fnow, 
at once deep and melting. The Roman Ibldiers 
the while, in weildy armour, aflail the Sarmatians, 
now by a (bower of darts, anon with the points of 
their javelins, then, when opportunity invited^ in 
dofe combat, with their light and manageable fwords 
goring the defencelefs foe, (for, to fecure themielves 
with a ihield, is not their cuftom) till a few of 
Cbem who furvived the battle, betook themfelves to 
coverts m the marfhes, where, through the rigour 
of winter, and the extremity of their wounds, they 
all perifhed. As this becanie known at Rome, 
Marcus Aponius, appointed Governor of Moefia, 
was diftinguiflied with a triumphal Statue; as were 
Fulvius Aurelius, Juliaous Tttius, and Numifius 
Lupus, Commanders of the Legions there, with 
die confular Ornaments. And great was the joy 
imanifefted upon this occafion by Otho, who to him- 
felf afibmed the glory, as if he too were bleft with 
felicity in war, and by the tnterpofitibn of his Cap- 
tains and Armies the Empire were thus aggran- 
dized. 

In the mean time, from a contemptible fourcCt 
whence nothing was dreaded, there arofe a fedition, 
which well nigh involved *the Citv in deflrudion. 
Otho had ordered the fevcntcenth Cohort to be re- 
moved from Ofiia to Rome i and the care of fup- 
plyin^ them with arms was committed to Variu$ 
Crifpmus, a Tribune of the Praetorian guards. He, 
cbuiing for the execution of bis orders the hour of 

- naoft 
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mod leifure, in the clofe of the evening, when all 
the camp was compofed^ direfled the Armory to be * 
opened, and the carriages belonging to the Cohort 
to be loaded. The latenefs of the hour adminiiler->. 
ed jealoufy, the aftion it-^lf pafled for highly cri- 
minal, the ftudy of privacy and quiet ended in an 
uproar, and the drunken foldiery, upon the fight 
of thefe arms, found themfelves inftigated to ufe 
their arnis. The body raged and clamoured, and 
charged their Tribunes and Centurions with ill 
^th and traiterous defigns, as if ^< the whole tribe 
*^ of domeftics belonging to the feveral Senators 
*^ were to have been armed againft the perfon and 
" caufe of Otho.'* Part of them were intoxicated 
with wine, and knew not the caufe of the alarm i 
all the word and mod profligate fought an occafioa 
to olunder. The herd and generality, according ta 
cuuom, were delighted with every new tumult and 
commotion whatfoeveT ; and fuch as were bettec 
difpofed, were not able to manifeft their duty in the 
dark. Crifpinus the Tribune, who laboured to re<» 
piefs their feditious fury, they murdered, with fuch' 
Centurions who were remarkable for fcverity of dif- 
cipline. Then Inflantly they put themfelves under 
arms, and mounting upon horfes, with their fwords^ 
drawn, advanced dire<5lly to Rome, then to the im« 
pcfial Palace. 

Otho was then entertaining at a grand banquet 
the principal Lords and Ladies of the City. Terror 
feized thefe his guefts, and doubt, whether their 
danger proceeded from the cafual rage of the fol- 
diery, or the premeditated treachery of the Em- 
peror. Unrefolved too they were, which was the 
iTiore perilous choice, to ftay together and be takeny 
or to fl) and difperfe. This moment they coun* 
terfeited notable courage; the next they betrayed 
their dread ; and conftantly watched the counte- 
nance of Otho. So that, as it ufually happens to 
£ 4 minds 
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minds bent to fufpicion, they feared Otho, when 
he himfelf was under fear* In truttr, as he was 
equally terrified with the danger threatening the Se- 
nate as with his own, he not only difpatched forth- 
with the Captains of thd guards to mollify the rage 
ef the foldiers, but ordered the company to retire 
with all fpccd. Then it was that all fted for fafety : 
Roman Magiftrates caft away the enfigns of their 
authority and ftate, and deferted their ufual train of 
followers and flaves. Tender Ladies, antient No- 
bles, rambled in the dark, hither and thither, few to 
their own home, moft to the houfes of their friends ; 
and chiefly they fought lurking holes amongft the 
bafeft of their dependents, where fearch and purfuit 
was leaft apprehended, ^ 

The violence of the foldiers was fuch, that the 
gates of the palace proved no check to them from 
forcing their way into the banqueting chamber, 
where with one mouth they demanded to have a 
fight of Otho ; having in their pafllge wounded 
Julius Martialis, a Tribune, and Vitellius Satur- 
ninus, Colonel of a Legion'i two officers who Arove 
to oppofe their tumultuous entrance; On every hand 
arms were brandilhed, znd terrible menaces were 
uttered, now againft the Tribunes and Centurions, 
and- in the next breath againft the whole body of 
the Senate. For with a pannic fear, blind and caufe- 
kfs, tbf ir minds were bewitched and inflamed .: So 
that, as they could affign no particular vidim to 
their own fury, they claimed a latitude for general 
(hmghter v till Otho, ftanding upon his banqueting 
couch, had by fupplications and tears, to the abafe- 
ment of Imperial Dignity, prevailed upon them, 
with great difliculty, to defift. They then returned 
to their camp, but with much regret ac^ ill will, 
and not exempt from the foul (lain of blood and 
guilt. The- next day, as if the City had been taken 

by 
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by an enemy, tlie houfes continued, dole (Imt up * 
fcarce a foul was to4>e ken in the ftreets ; the people 
were abandoned to mourning and fadnefs ; and the 
ibIdiers,withdown*ca(l looks, (hewed rather a fliock- 
ing gloQminefs than any tokens of remorfe* Their 
Captains Lkiniu&Pi'ocuks^ and Plotius Firmus, ha- 
rangued them "in companies apart, with a ilile of 
foftneis or afperity fuitable to the diiFerent fpirits- 
of the fpeakers* However they fpoke, the refult of 
the difcoiirie was no other, than tbac to the ibldrer» 
Should be diftributed five thouiand Sefierces * a man.. 
Then, and not before, Otho adventured to entei 
the camp : There the Tribunes and Centurions ga« 
thered round him, in the gutfe of private men^ 
having quitted the badges denoting their rank«, and 
tmjJored him with earneftneis to difmifs them fronts 
the fervice, and to protetS them in their lives. Well 
the foldiery faw what an heavy odium was dei ive^ 
upon themfclves by this requeft of their Officers, 
and with a behaviour formed to duty and obedience^ 
required, of their own mere motion, ^^ That upon> 
*« the authors of the infurreflian the pains of deathr 
« fliould be infliaed." 

Otho not only found himfelf befet wkh great 
combuflions and civil diforders, but the inclinations^ 
of the ibldiery jarring ' and divided. All the inno^i- 
cent and beft amongft them iniifted upon a remedy- 
to the preient licentioufnels and outrage i The croud 
and majority delighted in frequent fedition«, in » 
governm^t condu6ted by largefles and corrupiion v 
and hence by being indulged in tumults and feats aS^. 
lapine, were the more eaP^ly i^iftigated to the proTe** 
eution of the civil war. He reie£ied too, that » 
Sovereignty, like his, acquired by flagrant iniquity,, 
could never be prcferved by righteous orders fud- 

f Tkitty-nine poiinds> five fliillings. 
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denly eftabli&ed, and by reviving the rigid, virtue 
and purity of the ancient Romans. However, as he 
was anxious about the danger of the City, and the 
doom which threatened the Senate, he at laft (poke 
to them in this faihion. 

" I come not hither with defign cither of kind- 
*« ling your afFe6tions to me ward, my feilow fol* 
•« diers, or to animate you to bravery againft the 
"foe: for both your bravery and your afFedions 
•* fignally overflow. But I come to entreat you, 
*< to qualify the heat of your magnanimity with an 
<< allay, and confine within fome bounds your zeal 
•* and tendernefs for me. The beginning of the 
«« late tumult arofe from no thirft of prey, from no 
** hate to the perfoAs of men, (motives which have 
*> excited many irmies to ftrife and uproar) nor 
** from any drqid of peril, or defire to fhun it ; 
^ but yoirr devotion to me, over-paffionate and 
** fond, roufed you to it with more acrimony than 
*« reflexion. For many an honeft caufe and coun- 
*< fel, when not condufted by found judgment, is 
•' Allowed by pernicious events. We are proceed- 
«* ing to war. Now, does the reafon of things 
<< permit, does the nature of times and occafions 
" permit, (things which are prefcnted and loft with 
*« equal and infinite velocity) that every exprefs, 
<* every article of intelligence be publickly com- 
** municated, and in the prefence of the whole ar- 
<< my every diiSculty be difcufled, and all our coiin- 
<« fels holderf^ To be ignorant of fome things equal- 
<* ly behoves a foldier as to be well acquainted with 
^ others. Such is the authority of a General, fuch 
^ the quality and rigour of difcipJine, that for the 
<« prefervation bf both, it is often inevitably necef- 
^*< fary, that even to the Tribunes and Centurions 
** many pofidve commands be given without any 
" reafons annexed. Were it allowed to every par- 
<* ticular^ when he receives orders^ to aik why, all 
^ i u gbc- 
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" obodience being thus loft, the lofs of Sovereign 
** Empire would imnrtedlately follow. And yet 
" (hall foldiers, of their own heads, fly to their 
" arms in the dead of night f Shall one or two (ingle 
^' men, defperate and drunken, (for that more than 
'^ two run thus mad in the late di{iradion, I am 
*' loth to believe) (hall they dare to embrue their 
" hands in the blood of their Tribunes and Ccn- 
'^ turions ? (hall they be allowed to bur ft into their 
** Emperor's Pavilion ? 

** It muft be owned indeed, it was on my behalf 
" that thefe excefles were committed. But during 
•* the fallies of this infurreition, which was cpri- 
*^ duded at random in the dark, and in the uni-* 
*' verfal confufion following it, an occa(ion for 
^^ forming attempts too againft me, might have been 
" eafily adminiftered. What elfe could Vitellius^ 
*^ and the creatures of Vitellius, make the burden 
*^ of their imprecations againft us? And if in their 
" breafts the option lay, what other bent of fpirit, 
*^ what other underftanding could they wi(h us ? 
«* Would they not naturally wi(h for tumult and 
*^ difcord amongft us ; that the ipldicr (hould re« 
« fufe to obey the centurion, the centurion to obey 
«^ the tribune ; and that, in a general confu(ion of 
** horjfe and (bot, we might all in a body run preci- 
^* pitately to deftruAion i Rather by due obedience^ 
«^ my fellow foldiers, than by feduloufly examining 
" the commands of fuperiors, is government pre- 
^* ferved amongft military men : And always moft 
^< brave in a day of danger does that army prove, 
" which before danger appeared, and remained moft 
*« quiet and dutifuK To be armed and valorous 
" be your part ; to me leave the prerogative of 
** counfel, and the diredion of your magnanimity^ 
« Of the late tranfgreffion there were but few guilty ; 
" of tho(e few two only fliall bear the puni(hmenr. 
^< Labour, all the reft of you, to obliterate the me- 
E 6 . »ory 



84 THE HISTORY Bookl. 

** mery of that abominable and infamous night ; 

** nor kt thofe horrible cxpreflk>n$ uttered agatnft 

** the Senate be ever heard by any other army. To 

** demand to execution that veoerabk body of men, 

^* who together conftitute the head of the Empire, 

^ and are the glory and ornaments of the Provin- 

M CCS, is a thing fi> atrocious, that even tbe fell 

*< Germans, they whom Vitellius is animating viith 

<* all his might s^ainft us, would not dare to at« 

<* tempt. And is it yet poffible, that any of tbe 

«< native fons of Italy, that the genuine progeny of 

** Romans, ihould cruelly require the blood and 

^ lives of that glorious Order, by whofe luftre and 

** renown derived upon us, we bring apparent con- 

<* tempt and obfcurity upon the fordid party of Vi« 

*< tcllius. Vitellius has feized fome countries ; be 

^< has too the appearance of an army ; but with vs 

^ 18 tbe Senate. Hence it comes to pafs, that the 

<< Commonwealth ftands on our fide*, on bis the 

<< enemies of the Commonwealth. How ! Do you 

<« indeed believe, that the eiffence of this City, of 

<< all^ others the faireft, confifts in walls and roofs 

*< and piles of (lone ? Thefe are things dumb and 

** inanimate, and fubje£t indifferently to ruin or 

<< repair : But upon the fecurity and well-being jtxf 

<• the Senate is eftablifhed the eternity of the ^te, 

« the peace of nations, with your welfare and mine. 

** By the Father and Founder of our City this vc- 

«^ nerable Order was inftituted, with the interpofi^ 

^< tion of Au§Mce& folemnly obferved : from. the time 

<^ of our kings to that of the Qsfars, k contimisliy 

« fubfifted. As we received it from our anc^fcrs, 

*« let us deliver it down, immortal, to poftcrity. 

« For, as from araongft you Senatots fpting } fe 

*« Princes arife from amongft Senators*" 

This fpcech, contrived both to rebuke and to 
mollify the fpirit of the foldiery, was favourably re- 
ceivedj as was tbe moderate mWure of gtmBun^^t 

in- 
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fli6led ; for he ordered no more than two to fufFer^ 
1"hus was fome coaipofure wrought amongft thefe 
men, whom no violent correction could have quel-* 
led. The tranquility however of the City was not 
yet reftored. There fiill was heard the uproar of 
arms ; and a face of war fubfifted. It is true the 
ibldiery committed no public infults, nor rioted in 
81 body. ; but difperfed every where up and down, 
they crept into houfes in difguifed habits, as fpie» 
^watching with virulent minds and curiofitv, for 
matter of mifchief and deftruAion againft all, who 
by their nobility, or wealth, or any other notable 
pre*eminence, were fignal enough to be fubjeft to 
popular and flying rumour. Some too believed^ 
that certain foldiers from the army of Vitellius were 
arrived at Rome, purpofeiy to found the fpirit of 
the parties there. . Hence ail places were filled with 
fufpicion and diflruft ; nay, fcarce were men ex* 
empt from caution and fear in their moil fecret re- 
cdtes at home. But abroad, under the eye of the 
public, this ibrt. of dread moft of all prevailed. 
There, people were carefut to fliift their paffions 
and faces according to the quaJity of the news 
which were faid to be brought i that when affairs 
bore an ambiguous afped, they might kern to ma<- 
nifidl no diffidence of fuccefs, nor be flow in re- 
joicing when pro(perous. But upon the feveral Se- 
nators afiembled in Council, the mod perilous taik 
lay, bow U> preferve in all points a condudi fafe and 
unexceptionable; left their filence might be con- 
ftrued haughtinefs and contumacy, left by liberty ol 
ipeech his jealoufy (hould be roufed : and were they 
to utter flights of flattery, thefe Otho would readily 
fee through, he who having been lately a fubje<^, 
had then ufed the fame ftile.. They therefore dealt 
in repetitions, dwelt upon the motions which theyr 
made» and varied and wrefied them to every^ fenfe, 
tccoiding a&i it aj^peared motk acceptable s but al« 

ways 
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ways furc to beftow upon Vitellius the names of 
Public Enemy and Parricide. They who were moft 
artful and wary, confined themfelves to fuch invec- 
tives as being common and vulgar, were jiot re- 
markable : fome aflailed him with bold reproaches and 
well grounded, but took care to utter them under the 
dinn of a general clamour, and when many were 
ipeaking at once, or to confound them amongft a 
tumultuous tide of words purpofely poured out by 
themfelves. 

Moreover from divers prodigies, attefted by fe- 
veral authorities, much public terror arofe. From 
the hands of the Statue of Viftory, ftanding upon 
her chariot in the porch of ^ the Capitol, the reins 
dropped. Out of the Chapel appertaining to Juno, 
there Aiddenly arofe an apparition of a fize more 
than human. The Statue of the deified Julius, 
crefted in an ifland in the. Tiber, was found turned 
quite round from the weft to the eaft, upon a day 
utterly free from rain and tempefts. In Etruria an 
ox fpoke. There were animals that produced un- 
ufual births ; with many other wonders, which dur- 
ing the ignorant ages, proved matter of obfervation 
even in times of peace, but now are only heard 
when public terror prevails. But there intervened 
a dread ftill more affeding, one not only of cala- 
mities future, but accompanied by prefent defola- 
tion, and caufed by a precipitate inundation from 
the Tiber, whofe waters fwelling to an tmmenfe 
height overthrew the Sublician bridge, and, hav- 
ing their courfe obftrufied by the heap of ruins, 
bcfides' overflowing the adjacent quarters which were 
level, covered places which were reckoned fecure 
againft any fuch di failer. Many were fwept /away 
in the ftreets ; and more drowned in their (hops and 
beds. Amongft the populaice famine enfued, both 
through fcarcity of provifion and- want of employ- 
ment to earn it. Moreover fiich buildings as for 

fland j 
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fianding by themfelves are called Ifles, having their 
foundation Tapped and weakened by the flood Cur- 
rounding them, funk- into ruins when the waters 
returned. No (boner were the minds of men free 
from this peril which had fo much awakened them, 
but they found another matter of prodigy, big with 
direful and impending calamities, though it pro- 
ceeded from caufes evidently fortuitous or natural ; 
namely, that the field of Mars and the caufewa^ of 
Flaminius, were both fo obftru6led, that Ocho, when 
ready to march, could not that way take his route 
to the war. 

Otho having performed the folemnity of luflra- 
tion, by purifying the city with facrificcs, weighed 
carefully all the methods of conducting the war; 
and, feeing the pafiages. over the Apennine moun- 
tains with thofe of the Cottian Alps, and all the 
other approaches to G«ul, befet and ihutup by .the 
armies of Vitelli us, refolved to invade the province 
of Narbon Gaul with a powerful force by fea, all 
faithfully attached to his party : For, amongft the 
foldiers of the Legions he had engrafted all thofe 
who had furvived the flaughter of their brethren at 
the Milvian' bridge, and had been by Galba cruelly 
doomed to a prifon. To the others too hopes were 
given of rifing in good time to more honourable 
ranks in the fervice. . The navy he enforced , with 
the City Cohorts, and with a detachment from the 
Praetorian bands ; a reinforcement intended as the 
prime force and bulwark of the army, and to affift 
the commanders with counfel, as wejl as to ferve 
them for guards. To Antonius Novellus, to Sue- 
dius Clemens, both lately Centurions of principal 
rank, and to ^milius Pacenfis, a Tribune difmified 
by Galba, and now by Otho re- eftablifhed, the di- 
redion in chief of the expedition was committed. 
But the care and controul of all the fhips vvas re* 
fcrved tp Ofcus his Freedman> who yfw employed 
^ to 
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gions, and, what is rarely pradifed, the Prxtorian 
Guards and City Cohorts, were all led forth to 
fight. The eaft and weft were engaged on the op- 
poGce fides, as were all the other forces remaining 
in the fcveral countries which each competitor left 
behind him : Ample materials for a war long and 
fierce, had there been other Chiefs than thefe to 
have conduced it. As Otho was upon marching, 
there were Ibme who ftarted a caufe of delay, taken 
from the omiffiop of a religious ceremony, that of 
repofiting the facred (hields AncUia. But he rejed- 
ed all arguments for procraftination, as what had 
proved fatal to Nero : befides he was urged by the 
approach of Caecina, who bad already pa0ed the 
Alps. 

On the fourteenth of March, having aflembled 
the Senate^ to their care he recommended the Com- 
monwealth. Andy as the wild grants and bounties 
of Nero had been refumed, Otho beftowed upon 
Che exiles lately reftored all fuch remainders of thefe 
fefumptions as were not yet come into his Exche- 
quer : A liberality altogether juft, and in found 
magnificent, but in efiea empty, and fruftrated by 
the eagernefs of the Officers, who had a good while 
before exa£ied payment of the whole. Anon he af- 
fembled the people, and to them boafted, that with 
bis incereft and title there concurred the majefty of 
the City, and Joint confent of the People and Se- 
nate. Againft the adherents of Vitellius he dif- 
courfed with great gentlenefs and reftraint, and tax- 
ed the Legions rather with ignorance, than with in- 
folence and revolt. Of Vitellius himfelf he made 
no mention ; whether from any moderation of his 
own, or whether he who compofed the fpeech, in 
due fear and caution for himfelf, declined to aiTall 
Vitellius with opprobrious words. For as Otho, in 
all military deliberations, confulted Suetonius Pau- 
linUs and Marius Celfus ; 'fo^ in his civil adminif- 

' tiation, 
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tration, he was believed to ufe the talents of Ga- 
lerius Trachalus. Nay, fome would needs difco- 
ver, in this fpeech, his peculiar flow of eloquence, 
long celebrated at the public Tribunals, and known 
to be founding and difFufe, formed fo as to fill the 
ears of the people. There followed much (houting 
and many acclamations from the Populace, in their 
old road of fycophancy ; but all extravagant and 
hollow. They indeed ftrove to furpafs each other 
in fuch ftrains of zeal, and in vows fo ardent> as 
if to Caefar the Dj&ator, or to the Emperor Au- 
guftus they had been direfling them ; not from any 
motives of fear, or 'any of aflFe£lion, but from a 
wanton propenfity to abjeftnefs and fervitude j and 
juft as it were in a tribe of hou(hold flaves, every 
man was z&cd by narrow views of his own, and 
public honour was now regarded by none. ^Otho, 
upon leaving Rome, committed to bis brother Sal- 
vias Titianusy the charge of maintaining its tran- 
quillity, and of managing the other affairs of the 
Empire. % 
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The SUMMARY. 

Titus fent by his father Vefpafian io congratulate Gal- 
ba, hears of bis murder^ and flops in Greece ; pro^ 
ceeds to Syrioy vifits the Temple of the Paphiaf^ 
Venus^ confults her^ has an aujpjcious anfwer^ re-* 
turns to his father^ who meditates war^ but waits 
an occufum, A counterfeit Nero deleted andfeized. 
An account Qf OxMs forces^ generals^ and fleet j 
Commotions in Corjica. Caecina enters Italy y be-- 
fieges Placentia^ but is repulfed with lofs and dif 
grace \ lays an amhvjh for the army of Otho, hut 
is himfelf furpri%ed by one of theirs, Valens ad* 
vances to Ticinum^ where his men mutiny againji 
him^ but are apptafed^ yet run headlong to join Cae- 
cina. Otho, upon intelligence of their conjun^ion^ 
confubed about pujhing or prolonging the war ; pre* 
fers the meafures which were boldejl and worji. The 
combM near Bedriacum, The forces of Otho rout* 
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ei^ jet not daunted. Otho, wearj of the civil war^ 
dies bf Us 9wn bani% his Jitadj Jpirit^ calmnefij 
and reafMHgs. J mtainy of bis JoUiers ; the dan-- 
ger threatened by it to Verginius. J lying report 
^Otho, as living and vicarious ; how peribui this 
to the Senators. Albinus overthrown in Africa \ 
the Provinces there hrougbt to etpoufe the caufe of 
Vitellius. The proceedings j/* Vitcllius m Italy; 
bow he Sfpofes of the vaaquifbed forces. A tumult 
of thejkldiers at Ticinum. The deliberations of Vef- 
pafian and Mucianus. in the Eaji about declaring 
war : The fine^ fpeech of the latter. Vefpafian h 
determined^ and affumes the Sovereignty : The Le- 
gions there fwear to him. The forces in Moefia and 
Pannoma revolt to his party, v iteliius enters Rome 
with a huge hofi ; his conduSi there. His enemies 
gather Jlrer^th : he orders Caecina and Valcns to 
take the field. Caccina'j Treafon. The tranfaSiim 
thefe of the fame year. 

FORTUNE at this jun6hire was ranging 
materials, in a diftant part of the worid, for 
raifing an imperial boufe, which, by a lot 
extremely diverfified, proved to the Commonwealth 
both' refrefliing and calamitous, as well as to the 
race of Princes themfelves fortunate ^nd tragical. 
Titos Vefpafian was by his father fent from Judaea 
towards Galba while Galba yet reigned ; and, for 
the motives of his journey, affigned " the homage 
•* to be paid to the. Emperor, and the maturity of 
*' his own age for couiting and fuftaining public 
•* dignities." But by the populace, who are ever 
addiaed to conje£ture and fidion, ic was rumoured 
abroad, that Galba had ient for him in order to 
adopt faim. Ground for this report was.admini- 
ftered by the condition of the Emperor, ancient 
and childlefs, and the reftlefs fpirit of the City, 
who would never fail multiplying fucceflbrs, till the 

.true 
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true one were oijce declared. To heighten the ru- 
mour, there concurred the fine fpirit of Titus him- 
felf, capaWe of any degree of fortune however ele- 
vated, the lovelinefs of his countenance blended 
with a certain air of majefty, the reputation and 
celebrated exploits of his father^ propitious oracles, 
nay, events altogether fortuitous, which now paf- 
fed, upon minds thus bent to believe, for fo many 
fupernatural prefages. At C6rinth, a city of 
Achaia, he received certain advices of the murder 
of Galba : he found fome too who averred, that 
Vitellius had taken up arms, and meant to make 
war. Hence anxious and unrefolved, he called to- 
gether a few of his friends, and with them examin- 
ed all the dTfficuIties which on each fide befet him. 
^' Should he proceed to Rome, no fort of favour 
** could he hope to reap from the prefent Emperor, 
** for a tender of duty, which at firft he was bring- 
*' ing to the late one : There, moreover, he muft 
*' expeft to remain as an hoftage to Vitellius or 
'* to Otho. Should he, on the contrary, return to 
*' Judasa, the refentment of the Conqueror would 
*' be inevitable. But as it was yet uncertain on 
** what fide the viflory would fall, and as his fa- 
*' ther would engage in one of the parries, the fon 
** would be eafily excufed. Or (hould Vefpafian 
** refolve to aflume the government j then no wife 
" to be confidered was the giving a particular 
" offence, by fucb as refolved upon a general 
** war." When by thefe and the like conflids be- 
tween hope and fear, he had been agitated a while, 
hope at laft prevailed. 

There were fome who believed, that only from 
a fond impatience to revifit Queen Berenice, he was 
moirrd to return : and it is true, that his foul, 
youthful and amorous, was not indifferent to Bere- 
nice. But from hence arofe no negle(^ in hjs con- 
duding affairs of duty and truf^. During his youth 

he 
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he indulged hiiTifelf in feftivity and pleafures, and 
proved much more (IriiSt and referved in his own 
reign than in that of his father. Now after he had 
failed along the (hores of Achaia and Ada, hold- 
ing upon his left hand the coaftsof the Mediterra- 
nean, he proceeded to the ifle of Rhodes, to that 
of Cyprus, and thence held a bolder courfe through 
the main fea into Syria. At Cyprus his curiofity 
prompted him to vifit the temple of Venus at Pa- 
phos, fo much renowned amongft the natives as well 
as foreigners. Nor will it be tedious here to re- 

^ count, in few words, the original of that fuperfti- 
tion, the antiquity of the Temple, and the form of 
the Goddefs ; for no where elfe is (he thus repre- 
fented. 

For the founder of the Temple, antient tradition 
afligns King Aerias, while fome afiert this to be 
the name of the Goddefs. By later fame King 
Cinyras is delivered down, as the perfon who hal- 
lowed and dedicated the Temple. It is added, 
*^ That upon this fpot the goddefs herfelf landed, 
** carried thither by the fea, from whence Ihe had 
** been juft generated ; but that the myftery and 
*' difcipline of divination were derived from abroad, 
*« and introduced by Tamyras of Cilicia ; and he»ice 
<^ between him and Cinyras it was ftipulated, that to 

. *' the defcendents of both the adminiftration of the 
** facred rites fhould equally belong." Thereafter, 
in condefcenfion to the Royal Race, that the fame 
might not remain without any pre-eminence over 
a foreign line, the ftrange Diviners reiigned theie 
very myfteries which they themfclves had introdu- 
ced. Nor is any prieft now confulted, but one de- 
fended from Cinyras. Beafts for facrifice are left 
to the choice of every votary ; yet none but t-he 
males are allowed. Mod faith is placed in the en- 
train of kids. The pouring of blood upon the 
altar is prohibited. Supplications only and pure 

fire 
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fire are offered upon the altars ; which though they 
ftand expofed to the (ky, yet feel no wet from fall- 
ing rain. The image of the Goddefs, without any 
refemblance of human fhape, is a figure rouild and 
unequal, which from a bottom rather broad, rifes 
with continual diminution till it terminates in a 
point, like a fpire. For the reafon of tlys we are 
left in the dark. 

When Titus had furveyed the fignal wealth of 
the Temple, the donations of Princes, and other 
curiofities which the Greeks, who have a genius 
(Irangely fond of matters of antiquity, feigned to be 
derived from antient time^, now dark and fabulous ; 
he began to confult the oracle, and firft inquired 
concerning; the fecurity of his remaining voyage. 
Being told that a free paflage and a favourable Tea 
awaited him ; he flew a number ,of victims, then 
propofed queftions, but in terms dark and wary, 
concerning himfelf. Soflratus (fo the prieft was 
called) perceiving the feveral entrails to be propi- 
tious, and all to agree, and the Goddefs to approve 
all the vaft defigns of the querift ; fatisfied himfelf 
for the prefent with returning an anfwer fhort and 
ufual ; but defired a fecret interview, and there dif-^ 
clofed to him his future deftiny. Titus, with a fpt- 
rit notably elated and aflured, proceeded to his fa- 
ther ; and, to the minds of the provinces and armies 
in the eaft, yet wavering and unrefolved, brought a 
mighty acceflion of confidence and firmnefs. Vef- 
pafian had utterly difcomfited the revolted Jews, 
and nothing remained to end the war, but the fiege 
of Jerufalem : a work rendered difficult and ftub- 
born rather through the fteepnefs of fituation, and 
invincible fpirit of fuperftition, than from any re- 
maining ftrength or forces equal to the power and 
diftreflcs which threatened it. Three Legions, as 
above I have remembered, were under the com- 
mand of Vefoafian, men thoroughiy exercifed in 

Vol. Ill, F war. 
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wan Mucianus commanded four, in full peace , 
but, awakened by emulation, and the glory of th< 
neighbouring army, they had rejedled all unwieldi 
nefs and floth ; and whatever robuftnefs and adlivit) 
the former might gather from a life of hardfhipj 
and perils, no lefs vigour accrued to the latter fron; 
a ftate of repofe, and from the daily exercifes ol 
war without being in it. Both Generals had thefj 
auxiliary forces, Cohorts of foot, and Squadrons ol 
horfe, with naval armaments and confederate 
Kings ; and both were Commanders fignal and 
renowned, but fignal from diiFerent caufes and cha- 
racters. 

in every duty of war Vefpafian was indefatigable j 
It was he who always led the march, he who always 
chofc the ground for encamping. UpOn confulta- 
tions and difpatches he beftowed nights and days, 
and was ever ready, upon an exigency, to grapple 
with the enemy band to hand. His diet was fuch 
as chance prefented. In his garb and general drefs 
he little varied from a common /oldier. Upon the 
whole, a Commander he was, who, had he been 
exempt from avarice, would have equalled the fa- 
mous Chiefs of antient times. Mucianus, on the 
contrary, was raifed to great eminence and §>lendor 
by his abundant wealth and magnificence ; as in 
tbefe and in all things he furpailed the figure of 
a fubjeft. He was the abler orator, and, being 
a great matter of civil afFairs, more prompt in fore- 
feeing events, and more dexterous at concerting of 
fchemes. Between them, in truth, was found a 
rare aflbrtment of talents for forming an Emperor, 
if, by a feparation of the vices of each, only the 
virtues of both could have been blended. For the 
reft ; as one ruled over Syria, the other over Judaea, 
from the governing of two bordering provinces, 
between them there had fubfifted a humour of en- 
vy and contention s till at lengthy upon the fall of 

Nero, 



Bookn. OF TACITUS. 99 

Nero, they dropped their animofities, and aSed in 
concert for their mutual fecurity and intereft ; a 
union firft begun by the interpofition of friends^ 
afterwards accompli&ed by Titus, who proved the 
fureft pledge of their reconciliation. It was he who 
eradicated their dangerous and ill-boding ftrife, by 
motives of unanimity falutary to both ; as he was 
well qual-ified by nature, and every accompliflimentj, 
to captivate alfo the tafte and affedions of Miici- 
anus. The Tribunes, the Centurions, and com^ 
mon body of the foldiery were all gained into thfc 
confederacy, by different applications to their feve- 
ral virtues or pleafures, according to the genius of 
particulars ; fome by complimenting their indullrjij 
otTiers by indulging their riot. 

Before the arrival of Titus both armies had alt- 
ready fworn fidelity to Otho. With fxich velocity, 
according to cuftom, had flown their intelligence 
from Roipe, and fo heavy and flortv was their 
movement towards the mighty work- of a civil war 5 
a work which the eaft, undifturbed through a long 
courfe of years by inteftine feuds, was now for the 
lirfl: time preparing to undertake. Fpr, in foi:mer 
times, all the moft powerful confli<9:s amongft the 
Romans were begun in Italy and GauI, and fupport* 
ed by the forces of the weft. Moreover, the arms 
of Pompey, of Caffius, and Brutus, ^nd Anthony, 
who were all followed by the civil w?r beyond the 
feas, ended fatally : arid in Syria and Judaea the 
Caeiirs were much oftener mentioned th^n .beheld* 
No tumult or infurreftion was eyer known gmpngft 
the Legions there. Their attacks gpon the Par- 
thians were no more than alarms, giwtn with va- 
rious fuccefs. In the very l^ft civil ,w4r, whilft 
elfe where the rage of diflention was felt, peace re- 
mained unfliaken here. When afterwards it was 
divulged, that O;ho and Yitellius were with impi-* 
ous arms haftenipg to feize a&. a prey the Roman 

State; 
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Sute; the fcJdiers, provoked, that whilft others en « 
joyed wages and rewards for beftowing the Empire, 
they themfelves were jonly doomed flaves to every 
Emperor, began to rage, and furvey their ownj 
ftrength and numbers. Inftantly they counted fe-l 
ven Legions of- themfelves, with mighty auxiliaries,! 
and the two Provinces of Syria and Judaea in theirl 
pofleffion. To thefe lay contiguous that of Egypt>! 
and two Legions there. On the other hand they' 
beheld Cappadocia and Pontus, with the ieverai 
•forces quartered upon the frontiers of Armenia ; 
Afia too, and the other provinces, abounding in 
money, and not deftkute of men ; with all the ifles 
of the fea, and the (ea itfelf ready to afFord them 
encouragement and fafety, whilft they prepared for| 
the war. 

The ardour of the foldiery was no fccret to the 
Generals. But the jr judged proper to await the 
iffue of the war in Europe. ** Between the con- 1 
*' queror 'and the conquered, they concluded no 
*« fincere peace, no folid coalition could be efta- 
** bliflied. Neither availed it, whether to Otho or 
*« Vitellius fortune awarded the fuperiority. To 
** wax infolent and wanton upon profperity, was 
^* the lot even of Captains renowned for prowefs. 
** Upon thefe two at all times lay the bane of dif- ! 
*« cord, of floth, and impotence of fpirit, of vo- 
<< luptuoufnefs and prodigality ; and by their own 
** vices both would doubtlefs perifli, one through 
^< War, the other after Viflrorv.*' Vefpafian there- 
fore and Mucianus poftponed tne taking up of aims 
openly, till occafion called them. For of late they 
had united in their counfels, by the means and me* 
6iation of Titus, as did every worthy man with 
h6th, from aiFe£lion to the Commonwealth. Many 
were Excited by the allurements of plunder, others 
by the defperate iituation of their domeftic afiairs. 
Thus the good and the bad, from different inftiga- 

tions, : 
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tions, but with equal paffioii, all thirfted vehement- 
ly for war. 

About the fame time Achaia and Afia were alarm* 
ed with a falfe apprehenfion, that Nero was ccrtaiji- 
ly approaching. For, as concerning the manner of 
his death, feveral contradictory reports had been, 
publiihed, it was by many confidently feigned that 
he was ftill alive, and by many readily believed. 
In the fequel of this Hiftory I (hall recount the at- 
tempts of other fuch counterfeits, and their fate. 
The prefent impoftor was a flave from Pontus, or 
according to other authors, the (on of a freedmail 
out of Italy, well fkilled in the harp and in fong ^ 
marks which, added to a fimilitude of features, pro- 
cured him the quicker credit and affent*. With 
mighty promifes he had .gained a number of vaga- 
bonds, obliged by their wants to wander, and, ac-^ ' 
compahied by them, betook himfelf to fea, but by 
the violence of tempefts was caft upon the ifle of 
Cytbnus. He there drew over certain foldiers, who 
were on their voyage from the eaft, fuch as refufed 
he ordered to be flain, and plundering the mer* ^ 
chants, armed all the mod robu(jl of their bondttien. 
He Jikewife tried by various artifices to corrupt the 
faith of Sifenna the Centuriqn, who was then pro- 
ceeding with 2L compliment from the army in Syria 
to the foldiers of the Praetorian Guard, namely, 
that of their right hands prefShted in teftimony of 
peace and concord : Infomuch that Sifenna, in 
great, affright, and apprehending violence, fecretly 
departed from the ifland, and fled. Hence the ter- 
ror flew and fpread, as there were many ilruck and 
pleafed with the revival of a name of fuch renown^ 
from their conRant luft after public changes, and 
their conflant didafte of the prefent fituation. 

This mighty rumour, while it grew daily louder 

and fpread, was by a flroke of chance utterly diflt- 

pared. The government of the Provinces of Galar- 

F3 tia 
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tla and Pattiphilia had been by Galba conferred upoi 
Ca]purnius Afprenas, and to convey. hWn thithe 
tWo gallies from the fleet at Mifenum were afligned 
With thefe he was now arrived at the ifle of Cyth- 
nus : Nor were there inftruittents wanting there t< 
call the Captains of the gallies to attend Nero ; fa 
in h}s name they called them. When they carrj 
into his prefence he aflumed a fad air of afflidiion 
and imploring their faith and aid, as of liien wh< 
had been once his own, befought tlieih to land hira 
in Syria or Egypt. The Captains, who began tc 
i/^aver, or perhaps meant to deceive him, declarec 
that they would difcourfe with their' foldiefs, anc 
having brought the minds of all to his devotion, 
Would return to hirifi. . Td Afprenas, hoWcver, the 
whole' tranfeSion Was faithfully recounted, By hh 
perfuafioil the fhipiW^s afTailed atld taken, and thai 
perfon, whoever' he Wefe, ffaiif, HisS corps, re- 
Trtarkable for* t\i€ fingUhrity of Ki^ eyes and hairj 
ahd for features grirti ahd t^rfiblb', was carried to 
i^a, and thd^nce to Rome. 

Ill Ronfi'e, a city fo rtrit by the'feuds of parties, and, 
ffom the frfe'qUerit change of Pritices, become un- 
ihl)le between liberty and licehtioUfnefs, the tranf^ 
afting even of fmall affairs was attended with mighty 
htat and cortimotion. Vibias Crifpus, who in 
^Wealth, in great talents, and in great authority, was 
td be numbered rather amongft men eminent than 
gpod, cited An^iius ^auftus to his trial at the Tri- 
bunal of the Senate : This was a Roman Knight, 
w,ho in the reign of Nero had followed the pro* 
fe'flion of an accufer. Indeed, very lately^ under 
iHe Government of Galba, the Senate had ordained 
tHaf the caufe of the accufers fhould be examined; 
an ordinance which was turned and explained into 
divers and contradi<Sbry' meanings, and, juft ac- 
coifding to the condition of the perfon arraigned, 
proved* inipoteht or valid, as he proved powerful or 

X weak. 
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weak. Befides the dread of the decree, Crifpus 
exerted all his might and influence to overvviielm 
the man who had been the accufer of his brother ; 
and had already prevailed with a great part of the 
Senate to infift, that, without liearing hinD, and 
without admitting any defence to be made for him, 
he fhedd be doomed to execution. With others, 
on the contrary, nothing argued fo llrongly for the 
peribn impleaded as the over great fway of the im* 
pleadbr. Thefe therefore propofed, that time 
fliould be allowed, his crimes fpecified, and he, 
however odious and guilty, allowed- the commoTi' 
privilege of Romans, that of being heard. Thiy 
propofition- forthwith prevailed, and- the trial was 
for a few days deferred. In the conclufion Fauftu* 
fuflered condemifadon, yet not with fuch u^arri- 
tnous acquiefoence of the city as by his peftilent 
courfe of life he had defervcd-; becsule they remem- 
bered to have fcen Grifpus himfelf engaged in the 
work of accirfattons, as a pleader of price. Nor 
were they difgufted with the vengeance inffifted 
upon the crimen btit with the avenger. 

In the mean time, the firft motions of the war 
were propitious to Otho; for, in obedience to him 
as their Emperor, the armies in Dalmatia and Pan- 
nonia marched from thence. They confifled of 
four Legions. Of thefe two thoufand men were 
difpatched forward: the body followed with- mo- 
derate marches ; namely, the fevemh legion, which 
was enrolled by Galba 5 with the other three, all of 
antient ftanding, namely, the eleventh, the thir- 
teenth, and the fourteenth ; the laft of fignal repU-* 
tatiorr for their fupprcffing the revolt in Britain. 
Nero too had added notaWy to their glory fw 
ehtrilng them out as a body of men preferaWe fo all 
others. Hence • theh- perfeyCTirtg fo -l&ttg h\ faitb 
and adherence to Nera, and hence theif ardent zeal 
for the cattfe andf perfon of Othc* But the more 
F 4 nu- 
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numerous and ftrong.they wcre» with the more con- 
fidence they were filled, and from fuch. confidence 
advanced very flowly. The detachment of horfc 
and foot arrived fooner than the main body of the 
Legions. From Rome itfelf there went a band oi 
men no wife defpicable,. namely five Cohorts of the 
Praetorian Guards, certain troops of Cavalry, anc] 
the firft Legion. Add to thefetwo thoufand gladia- 
tors, a reinforcement indeed fordid and dilbonourn 
able, yet ufed in times of civil War, even by Lea- 
ders who were fevere in difcipline. For Leader ot 
thefe forces he appointed Annius Gallus, who, in 
conjunction with Veftricius Spurinna, was fent be- 
fore to fecure both the banks of the Po. For his 
firft defign had been frpftrated ; fince Caecina, 
whom he hoped to have (hut up within the con- 
fines of Gaul, had already pafled the Alps. There. 
attended the perfon of Otho fome chofen companies, 
of the body-guard, the remainder of the Praetorian 
Cohorts, with fuch of the Praetorian bands a# were 
under the .privilege and fiandard of Veterans, and a 
vaft number of Marines. Neither niade he. a lazy, 
and effeminate march, or one deformed by any feats 
of voluptuoufnefs, but wearing a corflet of iron, 
marched before the Enfigns, or foot, undreiled, 
rough, and utterly unlike his picture drawn by com- 
mon fame. 

Fortune fmtled upon thefe his attempts ; fince, 
from ihe advantage of the fea, and the power of 
his fleet, he was mailer of the greater part of Italy 
%uite to the borders of the maritime Alps. To 
force a pai&ge over thefe, and to conquer the Pro- 
vince of Narbon Gaul, was an enterpri^ which 
lit committed to the condud of Suedius Clemens, 
Al^onitti Novellus, and ^mtliut Pacenfis. But, 
jfacenfis wm baffled and reftrained by the licenti- 
^iifiieis of a Aflblute Ibldiery. Antonius Novellus 
hi^ld no credit or authority amongft them. Suedius 

Clc- 



Bookn. OF TACITUS. 105 

Clemens governed loofely, humouring and courting, 
the men from private views of his own, and though 
in dilcipline and military rcftri£lion$, negligent and 
corrupt, yet greedy of encounters and combating. 
They feemed not to have arrived in any part of. 
Italy, their native foil, or to be marching through, 
the dwellings and families of their countrymen and 
nation.' For, as if they had juft landed upon Sk'. 
ftrange and hofttle coaft, and had been faciciog. 
the cities of mortal and declared foes, they burnt^ 
plundered, and laid wade, without difttndion ;> 
the more tragically, for that againft barbarities no 
wife dreaded, no fort of means for defence were» 
provided. Covered with grain and cattle were the 
fields, open and unguarded the houfes ; while the^ 
proprietors accompanied with. their wives and chil- 
dren, went every where forth officioufly to meet the; 
hoft, and, from trutting to the fecurity of peace,: 
found themfelves involved in all the horrors and ca*- 
lamities of war. Marius Maturus then governed, 
the maritime Alps, in quality, of Procurator. He 
having arrayed the power of the country, which 
wants not ftore of youth, attempted to rcpulfe the, 
forces of Otho from entering his province. Bur^ 
upon the firft (hock, the. inhabitants of the moun* 
tains were dtflipated or flain ; like men who being 
precipitately aflembled and unacquainted with the 
duties of encampment or of command, were infen* 
fible of any honour from vi^ory, or oif any. infamy 
firom>dying. 

. Thefe forces of Otho's, furioufly incen(ed by 
this oppofition and combat, turned their rage upon 
Albium'Intemelium, a municipal town. For in 
the late battle they found no prey to'fatiate them s 
The peafants were popr, and their arms wretched 
fjid mean ; neither waa it poffible to take thqm pri* 
foners, as they are naturally fwift of foot, and ac* 
quainted with all (daces of refuge. But at laft, by 
F 5 bring- 
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bringinf hiin and' dcfoiation up(}n thtCs gttiltle& 
tovrnlincn who' had never pro^ofced them, they? 
glutted th^ir avarice* l^he hate afnd horror of this- 
their violence was greatty heightened' hf the glori- 
CMS example and behaviour of a Ligurian woman. 
She had hid her fon, and being hy the foidiers fuC- 
I^ded to have with him hid her m6neyi whHe they 
^eftioned her upon the racky where ibe had con- 
cealed him, fhe pointed to her Bel]}S sind replied, 
«< he lay there.^ Neither could file, with all their 
cruelties fuccefiively tried, nor efven bv the agonies 
of death, be brought to vary from tnat anfwer of 
hersy fo undaunted and praife^worthy. 

To Fabius Valetis news were fent in great hurry 
^nd alarm, that Otho's fleet wene upon' the coafir 
of Narbon Gaul, a Pcovincd which had fworn fide- 
Kty to Vitellkis, and were juft upon the point of 
Biaking a defcent. He was liJcewife befet with De- 
puties from the colonies, lolploFing fuccours. Thi- 
ther he therefore fent two Cohorts of Tungrians,- 
four troops of borfe, with the entire fqu^Klron of 
the Trevcrians, under the command of Julius Claf- 
ficu6. Of thefe forces a detachment was retained 
in the Colony of Forojulium^ left,, had. the whole 
inarched into the country, the deet taking the ad- 
trantage of an unguarded fea, ibould have been^ 
tfempted to an immediate defcent. Againfir the ene- 
my there went twelve troops of horie, and a banc)' 
^f chofcn m6n from the Cohorts^ To thefe was* 
joined a Cohort of Ligurians (the antiept auxilta* 
tks belonging to the place) and £\e Irundted Pan- 
Aohians not yet enrolled into companies* Nor wa5 
there any lingering in coming" to battle ; and in 
Ihis manner tiifey were formed. A detachment of 
Aiarines ' with sT number of peafants' intermixed, 
were; ranged u^n the hills adjoining to the fea. 
Whaterer level fpace rcmaiined between the hill$' 
and CbefliDre^ waff do\r^red with the Mikts^ of the 
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Praetorian Guards. . To fuppott them ih rbcT fe*it- 
felf, elofe by, the flesc tvas rar>g€d^ vrifW a front 
terrible ^nd inenacii^g, turned Ml upoi> the foe, and- 
rea^y to engage/ The coraitianders of the Afthy 
of VitelliuSi which was irtferior in foot, tfnd ohiefty 
relie* upon its ftrength of cavali^y, placed their con- 
fede«pates of the A4ps upon the ridges of the ne^h- 
bounng mouTitainSy and the Cohorts^ in tt^ick railH 
behirHi their fronts which conf^ed of horfc-. Froirtt 
thi» diipofitidn, the troops of Xreveriaus advanting^ 
charged the enemy with notable ra&nefd,, firfce they 
were encountered by the veteran foldieps^ artd foi'e- 
ly annoyed in the flank by volleys of fl:»ne» koti^ 
the hands of the peafants, a people dejttefriu* a^ 
throwing ; and being now interfperfed amongft dif- 
ciplined men, the coward and the brave prove^i' 
equally daring in an hour of viftory.. To the d4f- 
connfited there accrued frefh terrer and pewl- fron* 
the Fleet, v^hich had advanced a«d aflaikd th&m 'ir% 
the rear* They were thus furrounded- -e^ery vVaf ,r 
^d doubtfefs the whole army had bdeft ftaughfered, 
had not the darknefs of the night reftrained th^ goii-*- 
querors, and covered the flight of the vanfqirtfn^ii*' 
The forces of Vifcllius, though overc-ofi5e, WO^-idJ- 
not acqoiefee* HWvi^g called in fuecoufi*, they at-*' 
tacked th^ enemy' whik yet elated and f6<?ar^, and' 
abated inthe« vigilance by fuccefs. In* thfe affaAilt/ 
the guards Were already flain, the ca*mp forced, a^id^- 
the confterrraticrrt carried as far as thkJ {h^pi : wrhew' 
the fudden- dread fo^fKling graduaHy, the difordered^ 
troops betook thenvfelv€s to an adjoirti-ng hiM,' aifwf' 
having fecured themfelve^ by the advantage ef r}Ve> 
afcerrt, ruflicd refolutely down upon^ the affailjmtv 
Here cnfued a tt^ghry md rerriffefe fl^iigl^ter, Ihe 
Captains of the Tungfia>n CoHcT«t&, after lh<^y Hiid* 
for a great while ftsftiirfed the battle >Vere a«* bfF 
overwhelmed bv^ afhower of dart^. Nor irt truiKi 
to the Arnfty <Jx Otho ditf the v^iilory prove- other: 
F 6 wife 
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wi(e ibaii bloody .-indeed many of ^em, while 
they incautioufly purfued, were cut off by the horfe, 
Suddenly wheeling upon . the purfuers. And now 
both Armies returned back, that of. Vitellius to An- 
tipdis, a municipal city in Narbon Gaul ; that of 
Otho to Albingaunum, another municipal city in. 
the inland country of Liguria ; as if between both 
a truce had been fettled by confent, that neither the 
Fleet on. one hand, nor the Cavalry on the other, 
ihould henceforth furprtze each other by fudden en* 
terprtzes and the tumult of war. 
. Corfica and Sardinia, with the other iflands in 
thefe Teas, were by the renown of the vidorious 
Fleet preferved under obedience to Otho. But upon 
Corfica deftru<3ton was well nigh brought by an 
attempt of Decimus Pacarius/ who governed as 
Procurator there : an attempt altogether raih, fuch. 
a one as in a war conduced by forces fo mighty and. 
many, could never avail towards cafting the balance, 
yet to himfelf proved fatal and (anguinary. For, 
from antipathy to Otho, he purpofed with the arms 
of that people to aflifl Vitellius ; an.aflidance impo*. 
. tttit and fruitlefs, had he even fucceeded. He, 
called together the chief men of the ifland, and to 
them opened his fcheme \ nay, Claudius Phirricus,. 
Commander of the Gallies there ; and Qtiindlius 
Certus, a Roman Knight, were, for daring to op- 
Iiofe him, by his order flain. By the execution of 
Aefe two all the reft of the aflembly were fufficient- 
]y terrified : fo that they firft^ and afterwards the 
vnthinking multitude governed by their ignorance, 
or by adopting the fears of others, all fwore alle- 

fiance to Vitellius. But as foon as Pacarips kt 
imfelf to array them for war, and to vex with mi- 
litary duties men naturally wild and impatient of 
regularity or reftraint, they conceived implacable 
averfion to fatigues never before felt, and began to 
recoiieA and difcover the weaknefs of their country ; 
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*^- That the place iohabited bytbem was an ifland, 
•* and far remote from them lay Germany and the 
•*: forces of the Legions. Other nations too were 
•« there, who even while tinder the proteSion of 
** Vitellius's arms, his bodies of foot and fquadrons . 
'* of horfe, were yet invaded, plundered and laid 
** wafte by the navy of Otho." And, in an in- 
ftant, theyjmeditated vengeance and a revolt, yet by 
no efforts of open violence, but by afilcnt confpi-; 
racy ; and for accomplifhing it, watched a proper 
opportunity. At a jundlure therefore when the 
crowd), who, upon bufinefs or compliment, had at- 
tended Pacarius, w^re withdrawn, and he himfelf 
retired to his bath, they there flew him, naked and ■ 
4eftitute of help or defence. They even butchered 
fuch acquaintance of his as they found about him.! 
Their heads were, like thofe of public enemies, by 
the murderers themfelves, carried to Otho. Yet 
i^eicher were they by Otho diflinguiflied with any. 
recompence^ nor by Vitellius doomed to any pu- 
nishment ; as, in the univerfal uproar of tumultuous 
times, they remained blended and undifcerned 
amongft many other inftruments of iniquity fiill 
more heinous and crying* 

The fquadron of horfe entitled Silana, had open-- 
ed a .way into Italy, and thither tranfiated the war^ 
as above I have recounted. Not that one foul 
there had any partiality to Otho,' nor indeed that 
to the caufe of Otho they preferred the caufe of Vi- 
tellius : but by long peace apd eafe they were quite* 
debafed, feafoned for any bondage from any quar-; 
ter» become the eafy acquifition of the firft pofTeilbr, 
at)d ftupidly indifferent to a worthier choice. Tliat; 
Region of Italy {of all others the mod opulent and 
Ppuriihing} which extends from the Po to the Alps^ 
with all its cities and territories, was holden by the' 
forcea of Vitellius; for there too had already arrived 
the Cohorts which Caecina had fcnt thither before 
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him. At Cremomi a Cohort of Pannonilsn^ wiere- 
made captives, and betwwn PhKretitia an^ Tic^nmii 
an hundred horfe were intercepted, a& it«re 2tlf<^ a 
thoufand marines. After fo nmch fuccefe thefe 
foldiers of Viteliius were no longer to 5e daunted 
and nepulfed by fiich obAades as rivers- and their 
bankx. The Batavians, hi truth, and fiidi ais came 
ftom beyond the Rhifiey found themfelfcs btit the 
more animated by behoMing the Po^ which they 
pafied withi great faddennefs oyer againft Placenria,. 
and furprifing certain fcouts, filled all the reft with 
fuch dreadv that under the impuife of tremor and 
deception, they carried tidings,^ that Caecina ap* 
proached with his whole army. 

Spurinna (for he commanded m Placenria) was^ 
certain thac Carina was not yet come, and if he 
really were advancing, was determined ro confine 
bis own men within the fortifica>cions, nor to an 
army of Veterans expofe three Prsetoridn Cohorts, 
» thoufand vexilUries, and a few horfe* But his 
men, who were headftrong,. unmanageaUe, and 
unacquainted with mattei^ of war, fnatching up 
the etiigns and ftandards, fallied oi»t tumukuocifly,. 
and againd their own Commander,, while he ftrove 
to reitrain them,^ turned with menaces the points of 
their weapons. For they had* with i^dfgj^i^ion re- 
jtAed the exhortations of the Tritmnes and Centu* 
rions, who extolled to them' the wifdefn and Ibre* 
fight of their Commaoder. Nayv ^y even a&rt- 
0d wkh fierce clamours, that a plot w^$ intended,. 
and Caecina' traiterottfly calledan^ ^ In this mad pro^ 
ceeding of his foldiers Spurimi» was made a parta^* 
ker, at firft indeed ctmftrained to it by violence,, 
aftion feigning to ch«fo and ^rove it, m hopes^ 
thence to derive the avore weighs and authority- toi 
Ins connfels, wtenever the fedftJoii?flM>idd abat^. . 

When they had advarteed wMiin vieW of the Pb> 
and night approached^ it wa9i }u%ed> nigce&rf t& 
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pitch and fortify their camp ; a toil which was ut^ 
terly new to the City-<ibldiefs, and. quite abaflied all 
their ferocity. Then it was that all they who were 
mod grown in years condemned their own credu- 
lity, and dtfplayed to others what matter of dreack 
and danger muft have befaUen them, had Caecinay 
widv the p0wer of a whole army, fturounded a few 
Cohorts in a countiy on all fides, open. Prefendyi- 
all over the Camp,, dutiful and fubmiflive language 
was heard ;^ and, as the Tribunes and Centurions 
had every where mixed themfelves amongft the men, 
they all with one voice applauded the prudent care 
of their Commander, that for the feat and bulwark 
of the war he had chofen a colony fo ftrong and 
opulent. At laft Spurinna hhnfelf accoftcd them,, 
rather by reafon reclaiming them, than upbraiding 
them with naflmefs arid error ; and having left cer- 
tain fcouts behind him, led back, all the reft to Pla-» 
centia, .in a humour much lefs turbulent, and new 
fubmitting to receive orders. There the walls were 
fbrthwkh fti'engthened, new bulwarks added, towers, 
ralfed, and not only fiores of arms fecured, but duty 
found with alacrity to obey, the only thing wanting 
to that party, wherein truth there was no defeS 06 
refolution and bravery. ^ 

- Now Caecina, as if beyond the Alps he had lefts 
all his cruelty, licentioufnefe and rapine, preferved, 
in the march of bis army through Italy great mo*n 
defty and r/eftrifHon. The gaiety of his own ap«; • 
parel indeed pafled wkh the Colonies and Free Ci^ 
ties as a mark of arrogance; for that, dreHed.in » 
military, mantle of divers colours* with- a^ pm of 
drawers on, (a veKmenfr peculiar to Barbarians) hc( 
was wont to entertain fuch as wore the Roman> 
gown. They were, moreover, offended to.feeSa** 
lonfna^ his wife, mounted upon a bjeauliful horfe,! 
adorned with purple ; as a- mighty grievance to all ^ 
ifaot^h by it no man was injured. Such is the fpi**^ 
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rit by nature ingrafted In men, to behold with cu- 
rious and malignant eyes the recent good fortune of 
others, ahd from none to exaA a more (evere degree 
of moderation in profperity, than frpm fuch as they 
have feen no higher than themfelves. Csecina hav- 
ing paffed the Po, and by many fecrct conferences 
and mighty promifes laboured to corrupt the fidelity 
of the forces of Otho, found himfelf aflailed by the 
ikme arts. So that, after many overtures made and 
returned about peace and concord, names exceeding 
fpecious in found, but void of perfuafion and eiFe<^, 
he applied all his devices and cafe to the fiege of 
Placeniia^ which he meant to purfue with terrible 
efforts ; for he was aware, that by the fuccefs at-; 
tending the firft attempts of the war, common fame 
would eftirtiate all that were Co follow. 
*" The firft day, however, pafied rather in unguard- 
ed feats of violence, than in the wary motions and 
approaches of a Veteran Army. Headlong they ad- 
vanced and aflailed the wails, void of art or pre- 
caution, unprovided cf (helter, and juft gorged 
with vi£(uals and wine. In this confii6t the Amphi- 
theatre, a building exceeding grand and fair,, (land- 
ing without the walls, was burnt down ; perhaps 
fet on flame by the befiegers, while againft the 
befieged they hurled torches, (bells, and the like 
difcharges of mi/Tive fire ; perhaps by the befieged 
themfelves, whilft upon their enemies, they poured 
the fame deftruftive element. In Piacentia the po^ 
flUlace, ever addicted to fufpvcion, believed that the 
nre was fed with fuel treapheroufly adminiffred by 
emiflaries from the neighbouring Colonies, infiigat* 
ed by a fpirit of malignity and emulation, fince In 
all the reft of Italy was not found an edifice fo 
ftately and capacious. From whatever caufb the 
conflagration came, it was for the prefent lightly 
efteemed, while evils more terrible were impending. 
As foon as they found their danger over, and their 
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former fecurity returned, they^ then bewailed the lofs 
of their Amphitheatre, as a calamity equally afflidl^ 
ing as any that they could poiHbly have fuffcred. 
For the reft; Caecina and his forces were repulfed, 
with much blood and many lives loft ; and all the 
night following was beftowed in preparations for 
the aflault and for the defence. On the part of the 
befiegers were provided moving penthoufes, with 
other machines and inftruments at once fit for bat4 
tering the walls, and for proteAing the a^ailants. 
They within the city furniflied themfelves with vaft 
lafts of timber, quantities of huge ftones, as alfb 
of mafty brafs and lead, to overwhelm the enemy,^ 
and crufli all their works to pieces. On each fide 
thejfe prevailed a like fear of fliame,. on each a like 
paffion for glory i and both were animated by dif-* 
fereiit exhortations becoming different men. Here 
was extolled << the invincible ftrength of ,the Le*- 
^' gions and German Army $" there, << the dignity 
** of the Cohorts from Rome, and that of the rrsc* 
^^ toriap Bands.'' The Army without reproached 
the others, as << flothful and fpiritlefs, corrupted and 
<< debafed by the licentious amufements of the 
*< Theatre and Circus ;*' and were themfelves by 
thefe reproached, as *< aliens and ftrangers/' And 
at the fame time, while upon Otho and Vitelliu^ 
they were heaping applaufe or contumely, they^ 
found more copious matter of infamy to animate 
them in the cbnteft than matter of praife. 

Scarce had the day dawned, ere the walls ap«r 
peared covered with men for their defence. With 
arms and armecl men the adjoining plains blazed.; 
The Legions marched in battalions clofe and thick : 
the Auxiliaries advanced in feparate bands, and with 
flights of arrows and ftones aimed at the combat- 
ants upon the tops of the bulwarks. AVhere the 
fortificationjs were decayed, or not guarded, they 
attempted to force their way over them. From 
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above, th€ opponents, with an aim more furc than 
that of their adverfaries below, poured down fhow- 
crs of darts upon the German Cohorts, as they 
n^ere adventuring ralhly to the foot of the wall 
with (bouts and chantings horrible to hear, their 
bodies naked after the cuftom of the country, and 
their bucklers brindifiied above their fhoulddrs. 
The legbnary foldiers, under the (bek^t of their 
machines, demoliihed the walls, raifed a fiftound, 
and prefled veheiwcmly againft the gates. They, on 
the contrary, of the rrsetoria^n BamiS) having pur- 
pofely difpofed a gre^ number of lAilftones, from 
place to place along the edge of the walls^ now 
rolled them down^ with dreadful' force, ruifibfing 
md deftru£tion. So thK of the- afisnlantS) pan €ha€ 
were fcaling the wall) were' crnfrdd' to d^th^ pert 
wer« pierced "wjib (krtf ; aitd thus wiHl maBy tbAn 
eatright, with many mi^ably) ffxtd^y ^ef UXres^ 
od witli the greater lofs^ for tb&r the fhughifer was 
heightened by their hurry and coftfufion, s^ thence 
^etr wotitrds redoubled ftom the battfemeiK^i Vpoti 
llhe honour of their party thdy brought by this^ de- 
feat notable difcretHt and diminution'. Moreover 
Gsecina, ftruck with veitotioti and fhattie for having 
<b precipitately attempted the fiege^ and refolved to 
abide no linger* in the f^mne camp, where only de- 
rifion was to be reaped, and no advantage gained, 
liepfied the Po, and bent his march- towards Cre- 
mona. Upon his removal there revolted to him 
. TuruJIios Ceriiflis w^th a great mimber of marines, 
and Julius Briganticus with a few horfe 5 tke latter 
a Batavian by nation, a^nd Commander of a fqua- 
dron of horfe ; the other a Centurion of principal 
jsank, who having ferved in that chara6ler aflfiongft 
the forces in Germany, was- thmce well affetSltd to 
Caefcina. ' *,' ; . 

' Spufinria having leiarnt the removal and march of 
the ehcmy) tranimitted an infiant account to An- 
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nius Gallus, that Placentia was faved, with the par- 
ticulars of the liege, and whither tended the prefent 
motions of Caecina. Gallus was then conducting, 
the firft Legion to fuccour Placentia, from his dif- 
truft of the* ability of the few Cohorts there to fuf- 
tain a fiegc of any length, and his apprehenfion of 
the gr6at force of the German Army. As foon as 
he received information that Caecina was repulfed, 
aind proceeding to Cremona, /iich an ardour to en- 
counter him feized the Legion, as drove them even 
to mutiny; fo that Gallus had much difficulty to 
quell them, and to bring them to reft at Bedriacum, 
a viifage fituated Between Verona and Cremona, 
and become now unhappily renowned by two figiial 
llaughters fuffered by the Romans there. About* 
that time' a battle was fucce/sfully fought by War- 
tlus Macer, not far from Cremona. f*or Maceffi 
iVho poflefled a fpirit' vigorous and bold', having cm- 
Barked' the Gladiatbrs upon the Po, landed them 
with' great fuddennefs on' the -oppofite fliore, where, 
furprrfing arid routing the a^jxiliary troops, which 
bclorijgeato the forces of Vitellfus, the reft ffed to 
Cremona, smd all , who refifted were put to the 
fword. But the heat of the conquerors, earneff ta 
purfue the flaughter, was reprefled, .left the enemy 
nrcngthened by a fuccefKon of frefh fuccours, might 
Have changed the fortune of the combat. From this 
rcftraint great dillruft arofe amongft the fufpicious 
ibldiers of Otho, men who upon all the proceedings, 
of their leaders, without diftindlion, put a male- 
volent conftruftion, - In proportion, as each parti- 
cular was remarkabfe for bafenefs and cowardice of 
heart, and for petulance and faucinefs of tongue^ 
they fet themfelves to urge criminal imputations,, 
various and many, againft Annius Gallus, Suetonius 
Paulinus, and* Marius Celfus : for upon tl^iefe like-' 
wife Otho had conferred command. But the incen- 
diaries who proved the mort fiercer and implacable, 
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were they who bad murdered Galba. Reftle/s and 
mad with guilt and dread, they drove to throw all 
things into combudion and uproar, fometimes. by 
^fcditious fpeeches openly uttered, ibmetimes by letters 
conveyed fecretly to Otho, who, lending a credu- 
lous ear to every the moft abjeS inflrument, and 
fearing all men of uprightnefs and honour, was 
thus held in didradion and alarms, always unfteady 
and waverine, when his affairs flourifhed, and ever 
mended by ftrokes of adverflty. He therefore (ent 
for Titianus his brother, and to him committed the 
rule and direction of the war. 

Under the condud of Paulinus and Celfus, the 
while, fignal exploits were done. It zSLl&ed the 
ipirit of Caccina to fee all his enterprises abortive, 
and the great renown of bis army waining (b faft. 
from Placentia he had lately been repulfed in per-, 
ion ; his auxiliaries were more lately cut to pieces ; 
even in the encounters between parties of fcouts, a, 
fort of fighting rather frequent than important, he 
found himfelf overmatched and inferior. And led 
upon Fabius Valens, who was now advancing, the 
whole glory of the war Ihould reft, he hurried, 
with more impatience than circumfpedion, to re- 
trieve his honour. Twelve miles diftant from Cre- 
mona, at a place named Caftores, he fecretly con- 
veyed all the braveft of his auxiliaries into the woods 
which lie juft above the great road. The horfe 
were commanded to march further on, and after 
having engaged the enemy in a warm fray, then to 
betake themfelvcs to a voluntary flight, and to hu-, 
mour the purfuit till the bafty purfiiers might be op- 
portunely befet by the forces in ambufh rifing upon 
them at once. This fchcme was betrayed to the 
Generals of Otho's army, where Paulinus took the 
command of the foot, Celfus that of the horfe. 
On the left were ranged the detached troops of the 
thirteenth Legion, four Cohorts of auxiliaries, and' 

five 
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five hundred horfe. The great road was held by 
three Cohorts, in dofe ranks. Upon the right 
front marched the firft Legion, with two auxiliary 
Cohorts, and five hundred horfe. Befides all thefe, 
there were led a thoufand horfe detached from the 
auxiliaries and Praetorian Guards; a body indeed 
fuperfluous, if the reft proved vidorious, or a body 
of fuccours, if diftreiled. 

Before the two armies had joined in dofe combat, 
that of Vitellius turned their backs ; but Cdfus, 
who was aware of the artifice, withhdd his men 
from purfuing. The forces of Vitdlius concealed 
in the wood, ifiuing thence overbaftiJy, were by 
the management of Celfus, who retiraJ infenfibly 
before them, decoyed fo far in -purfuing him, till 
they themfelves were at once plunged into fnares 
on every fide. For, on both their flanks they were 
attacked by the Cohorts of the Legions, and the 
horfe, fuddenly wheeling, begirt them in the rear. 
Yet Suetonius Paulinus gave not inftantly the fig- 
naT of battle to the infantry ; as he was a man by 
nature wary and flow, better pleafed with deliberate 
counfels fupported by reaibn, than with profperous 
adventures rcfulting from chance. He ordered the 
ditches to be filled, the grounds to be cleared, and 
his front td be extended ; fince he judged thar the 
time to conquer would then follow abundantly foon, 
when fufficient precautions were firft taken againft 
all danger of being conquered. By this delay, lei- 
fure was given to the forces of Vitellius to (belter 
themfelves among vineyards, places intricate and 
hard of entrance through the interweaving and ob« 
ftrudion of the branches. To the vineyards there 
adjoined a final! wood, from which they ventured 
to fally, and flew the moft forward and refolute of 
the Praetorian horfe. Here King Epiphanes was 
wounded, while for the caufe of Otho he by his 

own 
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own example animated the fight with great bra- 
very. I 
Now, Otho's infantry advanced to the attack. 
The grofe of the enemy's army was utterly routed, 
and all the parties who moved to their affiftance, 
were forced to fly. For'Caecina had not called in! 
the Cohorts to fuftaia him in a body, but one after 
another : a circumftance which greatly heightened 
their confternation in the battle; unce fupplies 
which thus approached piece-meal, and never com* 
petently ftrong, were ftruck and hurried away by 
the affright of iuch as fled. In their camp too they 
made an infurre&ion, for that they, had not been all 
led forth againft the foe. Forthwith tliey commit- 
ted to bonds Julius Gratus, the Camp &^Iarfha), 
upon a charge, ' as if he betrayed them by fecrec 
^ intelligence with his brother, who bore arms for 

* Oiho \ when at the fame time the foldiers of 
Otho's army had already imprifoned chat brother of 
his, Julius Fronto, under an imputation of that 
very crime. For the jeft, the diftraftion and dread 
which every where poflTefTed the vanquiflied, not 
only tbofe who fled, but thofe who met them in 
their flight, not only in the field of battle^ but in 
the camp, were then fo apparent and prevailing, as 
to create a report current amongd both parties, 
^ That had not Paulinus (bunded a retreat, Oecina 

* and his whole army might have been deftroyed.' 
For himfelf Paulinus alleged, '.That he feared the 

* great fatigue further to have been undergone, 

* with fo much more way necef&ry to have been 

* paiTe.d^ and the advantage given to the forces of 

* .Vittjlius, frefb as they were from their camp, to 

* have fallen upon his, juft tired with marching, 

* and deflitute of fuccour or refuge, had they fuf- 

* fered a defeat.' Some few there were who ap- 
proved this j-eafpning of the General. With the 
comiiionalty it pafied under feverer cenfures« - 

This 
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Tbis lo(s and difgrace fuftained by the army of 
Vitellius ferved rather to reform them into duty 
and moderation, than to inspire them with difmay. 
Not only in the camp of Caecina, who throwed the 
whole ^ult upon the men, ' as more prone to mu- 
< tiny than to fight;' but alfo among the Forces of 
Fahius Valens, who was already arrived at Tlci- 
num. It was found that the foldiers having quit- 
ted their late contempt for the enemy, and conceiv- 
ed a paffion for xetrjeving their late fame, were now 
come to obey their General with much greater re- 
venemre and iubmiilion. For- in the arm^y led fay 
Valens (bme time before, there had raged a furious 
itirurrcdion, which I fliall now deduce from^ the 
beginning farther back, fmce it behoved me not to 
interrupt the detail of the tranfad^ions of Caecina- 
The Batavian Cohorts, the fame who, in the war 
betwaeen Nero and Vindex, were withdrawn from 
the fburteemh Legion lo return to Britain, upon 
hearing in the capital of the Gauls called Lingones, 
that Vitellus was in arms, had there joined them- 
fdves to Fabius Valens, as above I have related. 
They thence grew haughty and turbulent, and, as 
often as they pafied through the quarter of any of 
the Legions whatfoever, they boaded in the tents 
of the ibldicry, * That by themfelves thofe of the 
« fourteenth had been forced into the Party, by 
' themfelves Ttaly had been rent from Nero, and 

* that in their oWn hands they held the iffue and 

* fortune of the war :' A heavy reproach to the 
foldiers, a bitter infult upon the General, a fore 
blow to difcipline, thus corrupted and relaxed, by 
daily ftrife and debiftes. Valens at laft, from fuch 
infolent fpeeches, grew to apprehend treafonable 
purpofes. He had news brought him, * That the 

* maritime forces of O^bo had defeated the fqua- 

* dron of Treverian horfe with the body of Tun- 

* grianss and befct the coafh of Narbon • Gaui:' 

He 
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He therefore^ as well through a concern for proted- 
ing his confederates, as by a military device to fepa- 
rate thefe Cohorts fo very -mutinous, and, when 
united together, fo very powerful, ordered one part 
of the Bauvians to march for the fuccour of the 
Province. As foon as this order was divulged, the 
auxiliaries began to lament, the Legions to fiorm, 
that, < they were bereft of the aid of men fo fignal- 
J ly valiant. If to the city of Rome, if to the wcl- 

< fare and exigence of the Empire, that one Pro- 

< vince were preferable, they ought all to follow 

* thither. But, if in Italy only could be obtained 

< a vi£lory perfe£Uy decifive and falutary ; if there 

< alone were to be fought the grand pillar and ftay 
^ of the whole ; then from Italy thefe Batavians 
^ were by no means to be thus rent, like the moft 

* vigorous limbs from the body/ During thefe 
{trains of fedition vented in great wrath and de- 
fiance, when Valens attempted to quell the uproar 
by fending in his L)<£tors amongft them, * upon Va- 
lens himfelf they fell, afiailed him with ftones, and 
purfued him as he fled. * The fpoils, they fiercely 
f cried ; the fpoils of all the Gauls, the gold of the 

< Viennefe, with the price and acquifitions of all 

< their own fatigues, were by him treafured up in 
5 fecretj' then plundered his coflfers, fearched his 
pavilion, (the , pavilion of their General!) and, 
with their lances and pointed poles, probed and ex- 
amined the very ground whereon it ftood. For Va- 
lens himfelf lay concealed under the habit of a flave 
in the tents of a Captain of horfe. By this time 
Alphenus Varus, Camp Marfhal, perceiving that 
the rage of the tumult was gradually cooling, to ex- 
tinguiih it quite had recourfe to a flratagem, by for- 
bidding the Centurions to fet the watch or to vifit 
the guard, and by forbeari«.g all found of trumpet, 
fuch as calls the men to the duties of the army and 
of war. Hence they were to a man ftruck with 

aftoniih- 
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a&owS^m^nt^ . Uke men iufeofible : They gazed 
lo^iii qp^a ea€h ot^er with wild wonder aod dif- 
^may, ^i^d dreadiiig tJbis v«ry ihtng that no one ap^ 
peared to direct aad rule tfa/em, they betook them- 
ielves tQ hiHinble filence, ta patience and refigna" 
tion, aad in the end ta opieQ ftipplicatjons and tears 
far Hifrqy aj^d ^odoa. Bu.t as foon as Vatens canie 
forth, his eyes fu}]. of tears, bis peribn miierably 
app9(ejled» ^, beyond all hope, alive and unhurt, 
thece broke out a torment of joy, of cpmmiferation, 
and of fondae(s. What folbwed was a univerfal 
change i^tp gladnetTs and tranrport, (as in all their 
paiTiottis, however oppoTite, the multitude know np 
bounds) an4 wiiiih ibputs of npplaufe and congra- 
tukitQBS, in ibe osidft of the Eagles and Standards 
,di(pl^y^, they bocc him to the Tribunal. He rhete 
maniM;ed a moderation altogether wholfome and 
ferviceiftUe, nor required the execution of any par- 
ticular w^ovCoever. Yet, left by di&rabling all 
knowledge of the guilty, his Sincerity oiighc be but 
more fijfp^fled, he rebuked a few by name, as he . 
was well appriz^., tbat during all civil wars, much 
greater power n\ay be afiucned by tlie foldiers than 
by tht.ir Leadejrs. 

Whilft they were yet fortifying thei<r carrp at 
Ticinum, news arrived of Caecina's difaftrous en- 
g^ement, and thence the fedition was well nigh 
revived, for that Valens, they alledged, had, through 
premeditated treachery and feigned delays, detained 
ibem from affifting at that batde. Forthwith they 
declared againft ali further repofe, refufed to fta^y 
for their General, hurried away even before the 
Standards, pteflijd forward fuch as bore them, and 
continued their inarch with rapidity till they had 
join^. . Cascina. With the army of Caecina, ,Va- 
lens bpre but an uogracipus chara<2:er. They com-« 
plained, tb^ajt they who in numbers were fo much 
ioferior^^d beea expofcd to the united hoft of the 
. V^L. III. G ' enemy i 
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enemy ; a complaint which implied an excufe for 
their own ill fticceft, and at the fame time ferved to 
flatter the new-comers by extolling their noighty 
ftrength ; with defign, that by the new-comers they 
might not be fcorned as a bodv cowardly and rout* 
ed. In truth, although to Vauens there appertained 
much ercater forces, nay, almoft doiible the num^ 
ber of Legions and Auxiliaries, yet the afFe<Slions 
of the foldiers leaned to Caecina. Befides his be- 
nignity of fpirit, in which he was reckoned to ex- 
cel the other, they were attraded by the bloom aod 
vigour of his age, by his perfon graceful and tal), 
and even by Qther motives to favour, altogether un- 
meaning and vain. Hence an emulation between 
the two Chiefs. Caecina derided Valens as one im- 
merfed in crimes and black with infamy, and Va- 
lens him as a man vain and pompous. Yet fmo- 
thering their bate, they concurred in confulting the 
utility of the fame cauie, and in frequent letters of 
theirs boldly upbraided Otho with his guilt and vile- 
nefs, without all referve or view of pardon. Where- 
as the Commanders in Otho's party forbore treat- 
ing Viteliius with any invedives and bitter words, 
though for fuch treatment abundant matter was ad- 
miniitered. 

The truth is, before they came to fufFer their laft 
fate, a fate which to Otho gained immortal fame, 
to Viteliius moft glaring infamy, much lefs dreaded 
were the grofs appetites and uupidity of Viteliius, 
than the abandonc»d fpirit and flaming paflions of 
Otho. The latter was by the murder of Galba 
rendered ftill more terrible and detefted ; the for- 
mer, on the contrary, was by no man charged with 
having begun the war. In gluttony and banquet- 
ting Viteliius was an enemy to bimfelf. In pro- 
fudon, cruelty, and daring iniquities, Otho was ac- 
counted more threatening and pernicious to the Com- 
monwealth* Upon the conjundioa of the forces 

of 
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of V^Iens with thofe of Czcina, from the parttzatis 
of Vitellitis no longer delay or obfirudlion remained 
againft proceeding to a decifive battle. Otho had 
recourfe to a confultadon, whether it were deemed 
advifeable to protra£t the war, or to ri(que the for- 
tune of a battle. Upon this occafion, Stfetonius 
Paulinus judged that adifcourfe concerning the whole 
ftate of the war, would become his own great name 
for military prowe&, in which no General of thofe 
times was thought to furpals him. He therefore 
argued, « That to the enemy hade and prefent ac« 
tion were advantageous ; but to then^felves [^ro- 
craftination and delay. The entire army of Vi- 
tellius was now arrived ; nor were there any con- 
fiderable remaining forces to folbw after, fince 
the countries of Gaul were ftill angry and HP- 
affeded ; and it would be ill policy to diveft the 
bank of the Rhine of its guards, and expofe it to 
nations (o implacable, and juft ready for an ir- 
ruption. The foldiers in Britain were with-holdea 
by enemies and feas. Spain was far from abound- 
ing in armed men. The province of Narboa 
Gaul was fufficiently terrified by their defeat, and 
by the infults and hoftilities from the fleet. The 
region of Italy beyond the Po was enclofed by the 
Alps, deftitute of help from the fea, and even by 
the paffing of the army exhaufted and fpoiled. 
No where to be found was any grain for the army ; 
nor without plentiful fupplies could an army be 
maintained . Moreover, were the war prolrafted 
till the fummer, the Germans, of all the er.emy'« 
forces the moft formidable, wpi^ld never endurs 
an exchange fo extreme of cpuntry and climate, 
with bodies like theirs loofe and languid. Many 
were the inf!ances of enemies, who in a fudden 
cflFort proved potent and prevailing ; yet were fo 
wearied and wafted with delays, as utterly to va- 
nl(h with all their terrors. To themfelves, on 
G 2 ' • the 
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the contrary, there continued all things in abun- 
dance, and^ countries faithfalhr attached, Panno- 
nia, Moefia, Dalmatian the £aft, with their fe- 
veral armies ftill intire ; ^^^Vi and Ronve itfelf^ 
the head and centre of the Empire ; the Senate 
and Roman people, names at no time obfcure, 
though fometimes overcaft with clouds ; public 
and private abundance, and infinite treafure, more 
prevaleiit than the fword in all ch^il diiieDtions ; 
the bodies of the foldiers either inured to the 
clime of Italy, or to climes fignally hot. In their 
front lay the river Po ; their cities were fecure in 
the flrength of men and walls ; and that none of 
them would yield to the attacks of the enemy, 
was fufBciently learnt, from the brave defence of 
Placentia. Upon thefe confiderations be would 
do well to protra<S the war. In a few days would 
arrive the fourteenth Legion, mighty in renown, 
and with it the forces of Moefia. He might then 
refume the prefent deliberation, and if fighting 
were preferred, they (hould engage with numbers 
augmented.' 

with the counfel of Paullnus, Marius Celfus 
concurred ; and that Annius Gallus entertained the 
fame fentiments, was reported by thofe who had 
been purpofely fent to learn his advice : for, his 
horfe- having fallen with him a few days before, he 
was ftill ill of the hurt: Otho was bent upon en- 
gaging. Titianus his brother, and Procujus, Cap- 
tain of the Praetorian guards, hurried headlong by 
raflinefs and inexperience, were always averring, 
« That fortune and the Gods, and the Deity of 

• Otho, all attending upon his counfels, would al- 

* fo upon his enterprizes.' To fuch fycophancy 
they had purpofely betaken themfelves, that no man 
might dare to thwart their opinion. After it was de- 
termined to fight, a doubt occurred, whether it were 
more advifable that the Emperor fhould be prefent 

in 
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in the enc^nter, or remove dfewhere^ PauliHU3 
and Celfus, that they inig:ht not feem to a^tife ex** 
pofing the perfon of tlie Prince \o peril«» had novi^ 
dropped ali oppoGtion^ So that thofe fiune mea 
from whonsf the worft counfel had coiae, obliged 
him to retire to BrixeHuin, where, fecure from the 
uncertain giccidents of battles, he Atould tcferve-hira-n 
felf, they iaid, for the difcaion of the whole and 
the great ends of Sovereignty. This was the firft 
day that a fatal blow was given t!0 the par^ of 
Otho. For, befides his own departure, with him 
there not only departed a. very brave and powerfii-l 
band, confifting of Prartoriaa Cohorts, of troops 
ofhorfe, and dF the bodyguard; but the forces 
remaining loft all courage, fince tbcy fu^cSed the 
fidelity of their Leaders s and Otho, upon who«Hf 
only the foldier$ placed all their faith, as, in truths 
in none elfe but foldiers did he himfeif repofe any 
.truft, had left the comoiand of the Generals uocer^y 
tain and precarious. ^ 

Of all thefe trao<a£lions not one was a fecret to 
the army of ViteUius, as deferlers were perpettiaMjr 
paffing to and fro, a thing ufital in a civil war : And 
the fptes, from a keennds to learn the meafures of 
the oppdfite fide, did not weB conceal thofe of theif 
own. Caecina and Valens, without moving theai* 
felves, were intent upon the difaftreus motions of 
the enemy, fo precipitate and void of fbrefight, and 
coolly awaited their own advantage from the fell/ 
of others ; a courfe ftipplying the place of coatri^* 
Vance. So that feigning a dcfign to paft the Po, ki 
order to attack the band of Gladiators on idKop-r 
pcrfite (bore, they began to make a bridge^ an un- 
dertaking which alio ferved to keep their own men 
the while from a habit of tdleneis and floth. Up<» 
<Mi the river a row of boats was placed^ at equal 
difianoQS, oonneded by large beams, and by their 
anchors fl^MUy fecur^ agaioft the weight of tte 
G 3 i^ream^ 
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tendernefi {br peace r€!tinqiri(h the vtraf. i^crr caij 
I conceive, tbart anrmiesj in languages and "ftiaimierj 
i> diflbnanty could ever tiave l^en brdoght t& con^ 
€ur in this jA of finamtTitly ; ttr that the Lte^ tci 
nant Generals and Leaders, men for the moft pari 
wallowing in prodigally) prcfi^d by indKgence, ancj 
under the guilt and horrors ef enormiti^ black and 
manifold, would have fuffered any Prince over therri 
other than one contaminated with crimes, ^ntt en^ 
gaged to them for their wideed fervices done Yn&i, 

*rhe luft of dominion, fo ancksnt and now hong 
fince rooted in the hearts. -of men, increHfed wkh 
the growth of the State, and when the Empire vrad 
full grown, burft forth with violence. For whilrf 
the condition of our City was but lo^, afn equality 
amongft her citizens was eafily maintained. But 
when once the world was fubdHcd^ wbeft iill com- 
petitors for power, i«<*ethef the kttt^ were gre^f 
Cities or great Kings, had b6en Vrni^ftiflidl tihd bver- 
diTOwn,. ^nd tei&re WM given to ptttfiK ridiai ^Imb 
ifecwrlty ; th^n fivft b^^een the Senate ifnd ^People 
fierce broils were irindted. Somediileis f<l^iid^s Tri- 
iMtne^ infuhed 5 sfndfi the jWWdr df t^ Gotrfufc prt- 
viailtd ; and withift the City, M^^ ha the ferttm, 
^ere feeti ^ prel4}di» and s^pn^st^en to 4 ^rril ^tfr. 
Ill a fliott fpaee Caiu^ Mariu^, f|»ryhg fitMlft ifbe lees 
of «he Poptftace, and Li^Iais Sfi]h^ a ttitffi thte moft 
croel of all tife nobility, haviiTg oppr^fBsd ptiUrc H« 
berty %y the violeik* of atrt^is, thanged h fhto hrw-^ 
lefs d«mina!tfon. Tteii ibitowed Polity, Thore 
dofe: and 4ifgki\ki^ mt fAof^ Inhoe^nt or ut^Hghr* 
FrtAii dteiice-'forwdrd the ^t puUie ftrog^ was 
fi»r foV6Jreig4i rttie^ Ih I'httrfali^ iMi Pkitip|n iffe 
^ L^g^t«s, thoogh t0lfit)^)IM df Rothan cUi«e^i de^ 
jetted not (torn their tibfence artd 'itHi^ : M^h kfs 
M^lihood wis t!hef«) ItMt lhl^ 2Sm^ of Odid ^nd 
VftelKtts ms\Ai <9f theifr b^^ ^^cdfd ht^'g^e {iliandoh- 
dd the wir. ThiSft •ftfinie^ t%o %«tt by -tbl^ ftme 

wrath 
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wrath, of the Deities, by the fame rage amongft 
men, By the fame motives of wickedneT^ and out- 
rage, driven into difcord and war. That the wars 
were eadh of them brought to a conclufion as if 
wepe by fo many fipgle ftrokes, proceeded from th^ 
genius of the Princes, impotent and fplritlers. But 
in recol!e:6ling the difpofition of different times, an- 
cient and new, I have digrcfled rather too far. X 
now refunne the order of tranfaiUpns. 

After the departure of Otho to Brixellum, the 
name and honour of Generalfliip remained with his 
brother Titianus, the eflence and authority with 
Proculus. For Celfus and. Paulinus ; as no one had 
recoutfe to their counfel and capacity, they bore the 
empty title ,of Commanders, and thence fetved a$ 
cloaks for the faults and miftakes of other men. Th^ 
Tribunes and Centurions were agitated by perplexi- 
ty and fear, to fee men of fufficiency and fuperior 
worth negleSed, Jstni the very worft men bear fway. 
The common foldiers were chearful and ^ elated, yet. 
difpofed rather to canvafs and iaterpret, than to obey 
and execute the orders of their Commanders. It 
was now determined to move their quarters, and t|0 
encamp within four miles of fiedriacum > a march 
fo unlkilfuUy conduced, that in it they were ex- 
tremely diftrefled f6r want of water, though it wa$ 
then in the ipring of the year, ^nd there were ri- 
vers on all hands. Here was debated the queftiojfi 
about proceeding to battle, as Otho was by impor- 
tunate letters preffing them to a fpeedy decifiort, 
whilft the foldiers innfted to have their Emperor in 
perfon at the engagement. Several urged for call- 
ing over the forces quartered beyond the Po, Nei- 
ther can it be fo readily decided what was the bell 
courfe which they could have taken, as that k was 
certainly the worft which they took. For, 

In no fort like men going direftly to the encoun- 
ter, but like men oitly proceeding to war, they a<f- 
p 5 vanced 
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vanoed towards the CQnflucnce of the rivers Po and 
Addua ; a journey of fixteen miles, and utterly dif- 
approved by Celfus and Paulinus, who declared 
agalnft ^ expofing the foldiers, fatigued with tra- 

* veiling, and loaded with baggage, to an unequal 

* enemy, who being himfelf light and unincum- 

* bered, and having moved fcarce four miles, would 
« never lofe the advantage of attacking them, ei- 
' ther as they marched with their ranks broken, or 

* afterwards while they were feparatcd and entrench- 

* ing their camp/ Titianus and Proculus when- 
ever they were vanquifhed in counfel and reafbning, 
had always, as now, recourfe to the prerogative of 
power. It muft be owned there had arrived a Nu- 
inidian, difpatched by Otho upon a fwift horfe, with 
orders conceived in a firain very terrible and bitter : 
In thefe, having firft reprimanded the Generals for 
.their faint proceedings and want of fpirit, he gave 
command, to commit the caufe to immediate trial 
by the fword ; for he was fick with anguifh, from 

"Idelav, and impatient of uncertain hopes. 
. To Cscina, the fame day, as he was ftill intent 
upon the ftrudure of the bridge, there came two 
Tribunes of the Prsetorian guards, and deiired a 
conference. He was already fetting himfelf to re- 
ceive their overtures, and to return anfwers, when 
the fcouts in vehement hafte, apprized him that the 
enemy was at hand. The difcourfe with the Tri- 
l)unes was ^hus interrupted, and hence it remained 
uncertain what they meant to have attempted, whe- 
ther to betray their, party, or to contrive a plot 
againft the enemy, or whether they had fome de- 
fign truly worthy and honeft. Caecina having- dif- 
milled the Tribunes and returned to. the camp, found 
the fignal of battle already given by Valens and the 
foldiers under arms. 

Whilft the Legions, were by the calling of lots 
afccrtainiQg the order of their proceeding to batUe^ 

the 
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thccayalryfallied. forth by themfelves, and, which 
is wonderful to relate, were by a party of Otho's 
forces, in* number much inferior, repulfedj nay fly- 
ing for fhelter to their ramparts, till by the vigour 
and menaces of the Italic Legion they were flopped. 
That brave Legion oppofed them with drawn fwbrds, 
and forced them back to the encounter. The Le- 
gions of Vitellius were embattled without any con- 
fternation or alarm ; for, all fight of an armed hoft 
was prevented by a thick coppice, though the enemy 
was clofe by. In the army of Otho, fearful and 
difconcertcd were the Generals 5 againft the Gene- 
rals the foldiers were incenfcd 5 mixt and crowded 
amongft the ranks were the carriages and retainers 
to the camp, and from a deep ditch on each hand ' 
the way was too ftreight even for an army marching 
fafe from an enemy. Some ftood round their fland* 
ards, others enquired where to find their own. On 
every fide was heard the uncertain clamour of men 
funning and roaming different and uncertain ways. 
Some thruft themfelves into the fronts fome retired 
to the rear, jufl as each found himfelf prompted by 
bravery or by dread. 

Their minds, yet ftruck and aftoniflied with fud- 
den terror, were qOite cooled and enfeebled by an 
acceifion of fialfe joy ; as amongft them there were 
fome found who divulged a fi£lion, that the army had 
revolted from Vitellius. Whether this report was 
fpread by the fpies of Vitellius, or came from the 
partizans of Otho, and fprung from chance or fraud, 
remains undifcovered. By it the forces of Dcho 
were bereft of all ardour for battle, nay, accofted 
the enemy with the falutation of friends r And as 
they were received with a hoftile and threatening 
murmur, hence many of their own army, unap« 
prized of the caufe of fuch greeting, were feized 
with apprchenfions that they were betrayed. At the 
fame time> the enemy's hoft fell on and preSed them 
G6 hard) 
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liardf with ranks unbroken, and in ilrefi^h . and 
numbers fuperior. That of Dtho, tboogh disjoin- 
ed, though fewer and faigued, yet fuftained the fight 
with notable vigour ; and Kurious was the £tce of 
the combat, like that of the place, which was em- 
barrofied with trees and vineyards. Here thejr en-| 
countered hand to hand, there at a diftance hf. wea-| 
pons miffive ; in this place with their lines extend-- 
ei ; in that by battalions 'fliaip in the front. Upon 
the raiied road rhev clofed ncrcelf, battered each 
other with their bodies and ixicklers, and, x^e&ing 
the ufe of darts, with fwords and axes hewed and 
broke helmets and breaft-plates. To each other the 
«ombatant5 were well known, dieir e&rts were 
confpicuoiis^to all the reft, and on both fides the jr. 
exerted all their m^ht to determine the laft ikrtuAe 
lof the war. 

In an open plain betweea tiie t^ and the hlgh- 
"wav, two Legions chanced to encounter;, the one 
and twentieth tntitled Rapsoc, fignal for feats of re- 
nown anciently atchievcd, in hchaif of Vitellius. 
For Ocho engaged the firft called Adjutrnc, one ne- 
ver till then led into the field, but fierce and rm- 
]ute, eager for the iScft earnings of giory^ Theibl- 
4iers of the firft having ro^ited the foremoft ranks 
ef the one and twentieth, carried ofF thdr Eagle ^ 
a difgrace which (o enraged this Legion, that tbcjfe 
too in their turn repulfed and broke thofeof the fitd^ 
and having killed DrpbidiusBenignus their Con}- 
mander, defpoiied them of many en%ns and ban- 
xiers. In another quarter, thofe of the thirteenth 
Legion were defeated, by an onfet from the fifth i 
thofe pf the fourteenth were quite invironed by a 
jbumerous hoft of foes. And C^ecina and Valen^ 
were ftill ftrengthening their battle with continual 
reinforcements, when Otbo's Generals were long 
£nce fled. To the former a frefli recruit had ar-^ 
rived of the Batavians led by Alphtnus Varus> after 

he 
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he had utterly routed the body of Giadittors, who,« 
Whiiil they p^ed over in boats, were by the Cohorts 
poiled .to oppofe theoi ilaughtcred in the very fiver. 
So that tbefe troops, ahready vuf^tous, aSaUed the. 
eneny in the ilaiik; and their centre being thus, 
utter^ broken, die forces ofOtho betook themfelves, 
every wherls to flight, bending their courfe towards. 
Bedriacum ^ A aujghty 4>ace to run : The ways too, 
were £}led and obflruded by the caK:^s of the, 
flain, and beace oocaiSvn adfniniin^red for increafing^ 
the iUuighfeer : for. in civil wars captives are not, 
converted iiito -fale and gain* 

Suetonius Paulinus, amd Ucinus Proculus tool:, 
difierent ront^ both fluuming that to the camp., 
Vedius i^quila, ConaixuHider of the thirteenth Le- 
gioi^ whilft he was animated by dread void of di A 
cretioA, became ejqpofed to the fury of the foldiery^ 
While it was yfst broad day, he entered the camp,^ 
and was inftantly bokt*saui outraged by the infult^ 
and damoucs of all iuch as were pron^pt to mutiny 
againil their officers, and to ru<i av^y from theiic 
enemies. Towards bim they ipared no vtoknt in- 
vi^ifiUves, .fior even violent hands. They charged 
him as a traitor to bis ouife, and as a. fugitive from - 
battle ; not that he h^d really committed any crime ; 
but iiich is the cuftom of the crowd, for every man 
to cad upon others his own. guilt and difgrace* Ti- 
tianus and Cdfus drew their fiscurity from the nighty 
fince ere they came, the^uands were already poftedji 
and the tumults of the foldiery reprefled. Anniuq^ 
Gallus had foftened and reclaimed them by his in- 
treaties, by his authority and wholefome reafoning, 
' That they would not add to the heavy difafler of 

* a battle loft, by inteftine rage and the flaugbter 

* of one another. That the only rcmainipg con- 

* folation and remedy after their defeat, was, that 
' of concord and unanimity amongft themfelves, 

whether the war were now at an end, or whe-* 

♦ wbe^ 
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« ther they rather chofc to try ggain the fortune of 
• the field/ Of the generality the courage was utterly 
funk ; only thofc of the Praetorian Guards f^agger- 
cd, * That they had been no otherwife overcome 
« than by z&s of treachery, and by no fuperior bra- 
« very of the enemy. Nor could the army of Vi- 
« tcllius, in truth, boaft of an unbloody vi\aory, 
«' fince their cavalry had been routed, and the Eagle 
« of a Legion' bravely forced from them. Their 
« own forces beyond the Po ftill remained intire, ard 
« with them Orho in perfon. The Legions from Mce- 
« fia were advancing ; and a great part of the army 
« had continued at Bedriacum. . Thefe, furely, were 
<" not yet van<juiflied ; or if that muft be their lot, 
<• more to their glory it would prove to die fightings' 
Struggling with fuch confiderations as thefe, they 
were varioufly tranfported, now to fury, anon to 
dread : Yet from their prefent plight, altogether de- 
i^rate and forlorn, they found themfelves more £re« 
quently excited to cage than to fear* 

Within five miles of Bedriacum the army of Vi- 
tellius refted, for the Generals durft not, upon the 
feme day, venture to force the enemy's camp. They 
moreover entertained hopes of a voluntary furren- 
den For themfdvcs ; as they had only gone forth 
accoutred for battle, and unincumbered with bag- 
gage, they had no other bulwarks than their arms 
and viftory. On the day following it was apparent 
ivhat a pacific difpofition reigned in Other's army, 
where even they, who had been moft fierce and un- 
trad^able, were lapfing into acquiefcence and re- 
morfe. From their camp therefore deputies were 
difpatched : Nor from the generals of Vitellius was 
the leaft hefitation found againft the overtures of 
peace. But as the deputies were for fome fliort 
time detained with them, from thence arofe matter 
of doubt and deliberation amongft thofc who fent 
them, as yet unapprized whether their propofals 

were 
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were accepted. But anon, upon the return of the 
deputies, the gates of the camp were thrown open. 
Then it was that both armjes meeting ; the con- 
<]uerors as well as the conquered buril into tears, 
and at once pleafed and forrowing, uttered their de- 
teftations of the fad lot of inteftine wars.^ Aflem- 
bling now without diftinftion in the fame tents, 
they tenderly tended and drefled the wounds pne of 
another, fome thofe of their brethren, fomc thofe 
pf their friends. Doubtful were the hopes of all, 
uncertain their recompences, their only fure perqui- 
fites were death and woe. Nor was any particular 
fo exempt from affli£lion as not to have fome dead 
friend to bewail. For the body of Orphidius the 
Legate, fearch was made, and it was burned with 
the accuftomed folemnity. A few were buried by 
their relations. The reft of the common men 
were buried above the ground. 

Otho the while waited for an account of the 
battle, altogether undifmayed, and fixt in his pur- 
pofes. The firft rumours were melancholy but 
uncertain, till the fugitives from the combat made 
known the utter defeat. Such now was th? zeal 
and ardour of the foldiers about him, that they fiaid 
not for what their Emperor would fay : They preflt 
ed him, < to preferve his fpirit undaunted. There 

* remained ftill frefli forces ; and for themfelves, 

* they were ready to dare all dangers, to fufFer aU 
< extremities.* Neither was there flattery or deceit 
in what they faid. Like men enchanted with fuper. 
natural impulfe and fury, they burned with paffion 
to proceed to battle, to awaken and animate the for^ 
tune of their party. They who flood at a diftance 
fignified their andour by extending their hands ; they 
who were nearefl embraced his knees ; and keeneft 
of all was Plotius Firmus. This was Captain of his 
guards, and by repeated inftances befought him^ 
* not to abandon an army fo faithful and zealous, 

• foldiers 
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* Toldiers fo fingularfj aftftionate and dcfcrving. 
« In bearing the blows of calamity, «iore greatnefs 

* xsif fpirit was ftxtwrt than in nying froRi them. 

* To fepport thtmMvw with hope even io fpight of 

* fbrtane, was t¥ct the part of the magnanimous 
« and brave ; as it was that of the timorous and 

* fpiritfefe to be drawn headlong by Cowardice into 

* defpair/ As during thcfe exprcflions the coun- 
tenance of Otho hapi>ened to unbend or oontr^j 
in token xjt afienft or refufal, there followed fiiouts 
of joy, or heavy groans. Nor wa^ this §>hit rcftrain- 
ed to the Praetorian foldiers only, who, as bis guards, 
were attached to the peribn of Otho ; but thofe 
who had been fent before the reft out of Media, de* 
dared, that in the approaching army the fame ftea- 
dy and invincible perfcvrrimce in his caufe was to be 
found; and that the Legions had already entered 
Aquileia. Hence none can doubt bat that a war 
might have been renewed terrible and trag^al, and 
its iBTue altogether uncertain to the conquerors and 
the conquered. He himftlf bad quite renounced al! 
purpofes of war, and faid, 

* To expofe wantonly to frefli perils fuch virtue 

* and fo much fortitude, is a price which i deem 
» too high for the redeeming of my own life. The 

< higher 4>e hopes are with which you prefent me, 

* were it my choice to live and enjoy them, the more 
« amiable and cfteemed will be my voluntary death. 

* I have made trial of fortune, as has Fortune of 
» me ; nor does it avail to compute howfhort a fpace 
« fuch trial has lafted, fince the greater is the diffi- 
» culty to pofTefs with moderation that felicity which 

< you do not cxpefl: to poffefs long. Vitellius began 
« the civil war, and thence fprang the fource of our 
"* ft''"g8*'"g f^^ ^^^ empire by arms. To me will 
« be owing the example of ftruggJing for it no more 

* than once. By this rule let pofterity judge of 
^ Otho. Vitellius ihall ^gain poffefs in fafety his 

• bro- 
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* broihcr, hh cMtJren^ and his wife. By me na 

* reveuge is fought, neither do I need folacements^ 

* Others have held die fovere'igTity longer^ in a man- 

* tier fo raagnanraiotrs none ever yet relinquifhed iu 

* Shall I ever bear that fiich a number of Roman 

* ycmth, that fo many noble armies be again cut off 

* and raviflied for ever from the Commonwealth ? 

* With tnt fet me carry this fentiment and aflurancep 

* that on my behalf you Were all ready to perifli. But' 

* be content to furvive me : Nor let us long retard 

* one anotJief. Let not me delay your care of your 

* own prefenratTon, nor yoFu me in the purfuit 

* of a dcfign never "to be fliaken or changed. To 

* nmkiply words abmrt the fubjeft of dying, is th^ 

* Tfmrt of a daftardly fpirit. How much I am un- 

* daurtted in thrs my purpofe, I defn-c you to tak« 

* thi^ figfta! proof, that I complain of no man ; 

* Sffice to be arraigning the Gods or men, upoii 
' tft^ ap|tr6adi of death, bdongs only to one who 
*irf9tes -for lift/ 

After this dticourfe, he defired them to fpeed 
st^ay, hor by delaying enrage the conqueror, Tb^ 
yonng tncn he pref^ with authority^ the ol3 by 
entreaties, addteffirqg himfelf to all wiih fingular 
fweetrrefe and courtdy, in language fuitable to their ' 
difltererft years or dignity. Calm and eafy were 
his lodks, his fpeech flowing and alTured, «nd he 
cvtstt applied hhirfelf to chide, as ill-judged and un- 
i"erfonawe, the tears and t^ailings of his friends* 
Td ftteh as tvcre about to depart, he ordered boats 
ttnd 'Carriage* to be given. All fuch memorials and 
letters ^s trereitgna! for ftrains of zdal towards him- 
felf xit for Wttemefe an« inveftives againll Vltol- 
Hos, ht cortmthted to the £ames. lie diflributed 
<hohcy, fit m&i difcretirm and a fparing hand, no 
^wfeHce onfc abmrt to itlinquifli life. Anonperr 
ceiting hrs brother's foft Salvius Cocceianus, one 
juft in the bloom xi( youth, tinflet tlie agonies of 

dread 
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dread and (brrow, he fet about relieving him by con-* 
folatory expreffions^ extolled his tendernefs, but re^ 
buked his care. * Could VitelHus, he faid, provo 

* of a fpirit fo implacable and unrelenting, as in re* 

* compence for his whole houfe preferved in fafet)'» 

* to refufe a return of mercy in this (ingle inftance f 

* The clemency of the Conqueror was in truth no 
^ more than what he had purchafed by thus haden-* 

* ing to die : fince prefled by no defperate diflre/ss 

* but at a juncture when his army were craving 

* to be led to battle, he had, only for the fake of 
« the Commonwealth, forgone the trial of a laft 

* efFort. To himfelf he had acquired abundant 
< name, to his pofterity abundant luftre. It was he 

* who firft had tranflated the fovereignty into a houfe' 

* newly raifed, after the fame had been veiled in fa« 

* milies fo illuftriou^, even the Julian, the Clau- 

* dian, ^ and the Servian. Cocceianus (hould there* 

* fore with a fpirit undaunted refolve to live. That 

* Otho had been his uncle he muft never forget, 

* neither overmuch remember.* 

After this, caufing all who were about him to re- 
tire, htf repofed himfelf a while. As he was thus cx- 
ercifmg his thoughts about his laft moments, a fud* 
den tumult interrupted him 5 for notice was carried 
him of the uproar and violence amongft the foldi- 
ery, who threatened with preient daughter all who 
were about to depart, but againft Verginius parti* 
cularly aimed their fierceft vengeance, and even 
befieged. his houfe, which for his fecurity he had 
Ihut up. Otho, having reprimanded the authors of 
the infurrciSlion, gave tithe for audience to fuch 
as were departing, and continued thus employed 
till they were all gone in perfefl fecurity. Towards 
the clofe of the day he allayed his third with a 
draught of cold water. Then calling for two poy- 
tiards, and having carefully examined the points of 
both, he placed one under his bead. He next took 

care 
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care to \ic fully afiured that all his friends were aN 
ready on their way, afterwards pafTed the night in 
perfed repofe, and, as is affirmed, not without fleep, 
iA.t the firft dawn he fell with his bread upon th^ 
point of the fteel. Upon hearing his dying groans, 
bis freedmen entered, as did his flaves, with Plotius 
I^irmus Captain of his guards ; and found no mor^ 
than one wound. His funeral was difpatched with 
great expedition : Such had been his own defire, of- 
ten repeated with earned fuit, to prevent his head 
from being €ut off and expofed to publick derifion. 
The Praetorian cohorts bore his corps with many 
praifes and many tears, kiffing his wound, and kii^ 
ing his hands. At his funeral pile fome of the fol- 
diers flew themfelves, for no guilt which they had 
incurred, nor for any dread which they entertained, 
but purely to emulate the glory of his end, and from 
their fondnefs to the perfon of their Prince, A- 
mongft them afterwards, at Bedriacum, at Placen- 
tia, and in other their quarters^ this kind of death 
became frequent. For Otho a fepulchre was raifed, 
of mean ftrudure, and thence like to remain. 

Such was the iffue of his life, in the thirty fe- 
venth year of his age. Fion the municipal city of 
Terenttum he derived his original. His father ha<t 
fuftainecl the dignity of Conful, his grandfather that 
of Praetor. His mother's line was not of equal lu- 
fire, yet far from fordid. How he pafled his tender 
yezrs and how his youth, we have^ before (hewn. 
By two fignal feats of his, one crying and horrid, 
the other exemplary and noble, he has merited from 
pofterity a mighty portion of evil fame, nor lefs of 
goodr As unworthy jthe gravity of this my fubjeft I 
ihould hold it, to colIe6l fabulous (lories, and to amufe 
withii&ionstheminds of my readers; fo neither would 
I boldly diveft of all credit fuch traditions as have 
publicly fpread and been handed dowh as matter of 
biftory. The people of Regium Lepidum recount 

* That 
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* That onthe day of the battle at Bedrtacuot, a cer« 

* taixibird, fuchaswasneverbeforeieen there, perch- 

* cd upon a neighbouring grove much frequented, 

* and that neither by the peat coocourfe of perions^ 
■ nor bv the flock of other birds ftying aibout ber, 

* was me terrified or driven thence, till the moment 
^ Otho put an end to his life : She then inftantlj 

* diTappeared ; and by fuch as compared the con^ 

* jundAire with the events, the beginning and end 

* of the marvellous appearance were found to coiii- 

* cide wiih the death of Otho.' 

The grief and waitings of the foldicrs at his fu- 
neral, drove them into a freih mutiny : nor wa« 
there any one to feftrain them. To VerginiMS they 
applied, and with many entreaties,' wkh many sne- 
naces, prefled him, now to accept the (bvereignty, 
anon to go as their Embaflador to Capcina and Va* 
lens. Already they were breaking into the houfei 
when Verginius, bv a back way, ftole out and ef« 
caped them. Of tne Cohorts which lay at Brixel- 
lum, the petition was prefented by Rubrius Gallus^ 
and for them pardon forthwith obtained ^ while at 
the fame time by the infinence of Flavius Sabinus 
4lhe forces under his command went over to the Con« 
^ueror. 

. When war had now every where ceafed, a great 
part of the Senate found thcmfelvcs expofed to ex- 
treme and capital danger, even all they who had ac- 
companied Otho from Rome, ^and were by hira 
afterwards left at Mutina. Thither had word come 
Of the defeat : but the foldiers ilighted it as a ru* 
<nour void of truth ; and as they gutSkd the Senate 
to be difaffeiSed to Otho, they watched the words 
of particulars, and wtefted to a malignant fenfc 
even their coontenances and denneanour. At lafl 
they proceeded Ui inUt them with invei^ives anl 
Tcvilings, thence feekiiig a pretence and introduc- 
iioa to carnage atod *n%irder» By another terror to* 

the 
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the Scoators were at the fame time pref&d, kft 
while the party of VkelUus thcis prevailed and pro- 
fpered, they might be fu^e^d to have been flovir 
and cool in taking part in the vidlory. Togethef 
therefore they met full of Ireroory perplexed be- 
tween the two perils, and full of anxiety. Nor 
had any one concerted a icbcnie or counfel of his 
own ; fince each reckoned himfetf the fafer for 
that the offence was conomon to many. To the 
Sefiators, tabouriag under fach difficulty and dread, 
a new weight of didrefs accrued trom the magif- 
tracy of Mutifia, who made them an offer of mo-> 
ney and arms, nay, treated them with the high title 
of Confcript FatiWis ; an honour altogether iil« 
timied. 

In the aflembly there enfued a fignal debate and 
conteft, as Licinius Cascina arraigned Eprius Mar- 
cellus ; for that < he Peafoned in a ftrain equivocal 
< and fufpicious/ In, truth, none of the reft declared 
their fentiments freely. But the name of Marcel- 
lus, one abhorred from the memory of the accufa- 
tloris by him exercifed, and one ftill expofed to pub- 
lic hate, was what prompted Caecina, that he who 
was only a new man, and lately afTumed into the 
Senate, might by thus declaring enmity againft men 
of great name, fignalize his own. They were 
appeafed by the moderation of men more worthy 
than either. And now they all returned as far as 
Bononia, with defign there again to afllemble upon 
counfel. In the interval it was prefumed other ad- 
vices more copious would arrive. At Bononia feve- 
ral men were pofted upon the feveral roads about ic^ 
purpofely to examine every the lateft comer ; and by 
thefe a freedman of Otho's being queftioned upon 
the caufc of his departure from his Lord, anfwered, 

* that "he had about him his Lord's laft will and 

* commands : alive indeed he left him, but diveft- 
^ ed of every care (ave fuclv as regarded pofterity, 

• having 
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< having utterly renounced all the cnjoTments of 

< life and every inducement to continue it.' Hence 
their admiration 'of the man, and fhame to make 

'.further enquiry. And thus at once upon VitelHus 
were turned the thoughts and obedience of all the 
Senators. 

At their deliberations veas prefent his brother 
Lucius Vitelliusy who now prefented himfelf to be 
flattered, as did they all to flatter, when on a fud- 
den Ccenus a freedman of Nero's, by an impudent 
and pernicious lie, aftoniflied the whole aflembly. 
He affirmed, < that by the arrival of the fourteenth 
\ Legion, in conjun^ion with the forces fi^om 

* Brixellum, the army which had lately conquered 

* was intirely routed, and the fortune of the other 
^ party retrieved and changed.' What prompted him 
to fuch forgery was, that Otho's warrants for pofl- 
horfes, now growing negleSed,. might by tidings 
{opjiul be reftored to force. Ccenus, in truth, by 
fuch carriage was borne in great fpeed to Ronie, and 
there, a few days after, by order from Vitellius fuf- 
fered the pains of death. This fi6tion of his 
heightened the peril of the Senators, iince by the 
foldiers of Otho the relation was believed to be true. 
It added notably to their dread, that, upon the ap- 
pearance of publick copncil folemnly holden, they had 
departed from Mutina, and relinquiflied the party. 
Nor thereafter did the^ meet or confult in a body, 
but every one for himfelf, till letters from Fabius 
Valens removed their affright. Moreaver the death 
of Otho, the higher praife it claimed, with the more 
velocity it flew. 

But at Rome the while was felt no fort of terror 
or alarm. The interludes facred to Ceres were in 
their annual courfe of celebration ; and when into 
the Theatre were brought news credibly attefled, 
' That Otho had ended his days, and that by Flavi- 
< us Sabinus, governor of the city, all the foldiers 
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* in it were drawn to fwear allegiance to Vitellius,* 
forthwith upon the name of Vitellius the fpec- 
tators beftowed their ihouts and applaudings. A« 
round the Temples the people bore the images of 
Galba, crowned with laurel, and bedecked with 
flowers, and piled up heaps of coronets into the fa- 
fhion of a fepulchre clofe by the lake of Curtius, a 
place contaminated by the blood of Gaiha when he 
perifhed. In the Senate all the many honours de- 
vifed for former I^rinces at intervals and during a 
long courfe of reigning, were at once decreed to 
Vitellius. To thefe were fuhjoined commendations 
upon the German arpies, with publick thanks, and 
an embafiy fent to carry them greetings and con- 
gratulations. The letters addrefled by Fabius Va- 
lens to the Confuls were recited, and found to be 
conceived in terms no wife arrogant or afluming ; 
but more acceptable was the modefty of Caecina, 
for that he had not prefumed to fend any. 

For the reft, Italy was affii6led with calamities 
more oppreflive and barbarous than during the war 
flic had fuffered. The foldiers of Vitellius, diftri- 
buted amongft the colonies and municipal cities, let 
themfelves ioofe to fpoil and ravage, by feats of 
cruelty and pollution filling and contaminating all 
places; and abandoned to univerfal rapine, or com- 
pounding for rapine at a price, without any regard 
had to right Or wrong, fpared neither things facred 
or prophane. There were thofe too who, under 
the guife of foldiers, killed their particular ene- 
mies. And the foldiers themfelves, as they well 
, knew the country, were every where marking out 
all well repleniihed farms, with all the opulent pof- 
fefTors, and devoting both to plunder ; or to fire 
i>nd fword without mercy, if any refiftance were 
offered. Nor dared their Generals to reftrain them ; 
they who were themfelves guilty, and awed by their 
men. Of the two Ca^cina was lefs addiaed to 

avarice> 
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avarice, but more to court the favour of tbe fol* 
diery. Valens was infamous for pillage and feats 
of rapme, and thence blind to the faults and ex- 
Ceflcs of others. For a good' while paft Italy had 
been exhaufted and languifiiing; fo that at prefent^ 
fo mighty a force of foot and horfe, with fuch hea- 
vy ac^ of violence, (b many depredations and in* 
flilts, were borne with great di&:ulty and grievous 
regret; 

V itellius, in the mean time, unacquaiatod with 
the fuccefs of his own arms, was marching with the 
refidue of the German army, as to war Sill in its 
vigour. In the winter quarters very few of ttus old 
foldiers were left ; and by frefli levies haflily made 
amon^ft the Gauls, was fupplied the juft number of 
men m the Legions remaining; behind. Tp Hor- 
deonius Flaccus he committed the, defence of the 
Rhine; and to bis own army added eight thoufand 
men drawn from Britain. Having marched a few 
days, he had intelligence of the victory at Bedri- 
acum, and that by the death of Otho the war was 
concluded. He then alTembled his .men, and from 
the Tribunal accumulated many praifes upon the 
bravery of the foldiers. As the grmy now made 
him a general requefl, that he would raife to the 
Equeftrian Dignity his frcedman Afiaticus, he 
checked a ftrain of flattery fo di (graceful ; Anon, 
through unfteadinefs of fpirit, what in the face of 
the public he had refufed, he at a banquet privately 
conferred, and with the gold ring (ihe badge w 
Knighthood) dignified Afiaticus, a flave very infa^- 
mous and vile, and grafping at power by all wicke4 
ways. 

About the fame time came meflengers with ti- 
dings, that to his party had acceded bpth the Mau- ' 
ritanias, Albinus, who in quality of Procurator i 

foverned there, being flain. Luceius Albinus bad j 
een by Nero .preferred to the gQveoiment.of Maur j 

xitania ; 
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ritania ftiled Csfkrienfis ; that of Tingitana be re« 
ceived afterwards from Galba ; and thus came to be 
a leader of no mean force, that of nineteen Cohorts, 
five Squadron of horfe, and of Moors a mighty 
hoft> a body from their dai!y exploits in robbing 
and ravaging, fit for thofe of war. After the mur- 
der of Galba, tie became devoted to Otho, and not 
content with Africa, was meditating a defcent up- 
on Spain, fevered from thence only by a narrow 
channel : A matter of terror to Ciuvtus Rufus, and 
he ordered the tenth Legion to march down to the 
fhore, as if he had been juft about to tran^rt them. 
Before band were fent over certain Centurions to 
conciliate to Vitdfius the afFe£tions of the Moors $ 
nor proved it a hard taflc, (o mifihty and prevalent 
through all the Provinces was ^e renown of the 
German army. A rumour moreover was fpread, 
that Albinus, fcormng the tMIe of Proctuator, had 
ufurped the enfigas of Ms^^ and the royal name^ 
ofjuba. 

As from hence an utter chan|;e was wrought ifi 
the minds of the people ih^e, Acy fell tipon Afini- 
us Pollto, who commaitded a Squadron t>f horfe, 
and flew him| a man whp was one of the moft af- 
fured friends of Albinii$. Feftus too, and Scipio 
vere fiain, both Captains of Cohorts. Albinus 
himfelf, as he pafled by iea from the Pnyvioce Tin- 
gitana, to that naj^ied Cse&rienfis, was murdered 
upon landing : his wife, who indeed purpofely pre*- 
fented herfelf to the aflaffins, was butchered with 
hiffl. Nor into any part of thefe trania£):ion$, or 
of any other, did Yitellius make any inquiry. In 
truth, a hafty hearjiig was aH that be afForded ti» 
any acBFair however momentous, unequal, as he in- 
tirely was, to every important deliberation. His 
army he commanded to purfue their progrefi; by funds 
He hin»felf failed down the river Arar, utterly de- 
void of the luftce and appointments of ati Emperor, 

Vol.111. H but 
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but only confpicuous in the difplay of his late and| 
ancient indigence, till Junius BJasfus, Goi^rnor of 
the Lyonefe Gaul, a man nobly born, of a foul 
great and liberal, and jj{ opulence propaxtionable, 
furniihed him with a princely train, and accompa- 
nied him in perfon, with great ftate and magniii'- 
cence. But by this very behaviour he adminifiered 
diftafte, though Vitellius difguiied his hate under 
many courteous expreffions, all fervile and hollow. 
To Lyons, were come to attend him the Generals 
of both parties, the vifiorious and the vanquilhed. 
The praifes of Valens and Caecina he celebrated in 
public, and placed them on each fide his chair of 
flate. Anon he ordered the whole army to march 
out and meet his fon, yet an infant. He was brought 
covered with an imperial coat of armour; his fa- 
ther holding him thus dreiled in his arms, beftowed 
vpon him the (irtkSimc oi Germanicus^ and bedecked 
him with all the eniigns and decorations peculiar to 
fovereign fortune : honours which were conferred 
upon him in the tranfports of profperity, and alto- 
gether exceffive, yet ferved him for confolation in 
his enfuing diflrefs and calamity. 

Next, all the Centurions fignal for their faith and 
bravery in the caufe of Otho, were by order (lain. 
Hence the principal difguft amongft the forces from 
Illyricum, and their eftrangement from Vitellius. 
Moreover the reft of the Legions, fmitten by their 
intercourfe with the others, and urged* by malice 
towards the German foldiery, were already medi- 
uting fury and war. He had long poftponed to ad- 
mit Suetonius Paulinus and Licinius Proculus, and 
beld them like wretches in miferable expeflance, 
When at length they were heard, the defence which 
^ey made was rather what neceffity forced, than 
what honour allowed. Upon thcmfelves they freely 
took the fhame of treafbn, and to a fraud deliberate- 
ly concerted between them, * afcribed the long and 

* vreari- 
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* wearifome march before th'e battle, the great fa- 

* tigue of Oth6*s foldiers, the intermixing the car- 

* riagcs amongft the embattled bands ;' with many 
other incidents purely fortuitous, by them imputei 
to contrivance. In effeS, Vitelllus gave credit to 
the confeffion of their treachery, and acquitted thent 
as men of found faith and allegiance. Salvius Ti- 
tianus, Otho's brother, incurred no fort of peril,* 
as there pleaded for him the inftinft and tenderncfs 
of nature, and his own impotent fpirit. To Ma- 
rius Celfus was referved the Conful/hip to which he 
had been formerly defigned. That Caecilius Sim- 
plex brigued for that preferment by the means of 
money, and thence fought the defirudion of Cel- 
fus, was a rumour currently believed, and anoa 
charged upon him in the Senate. Vitcllius oppofed 
this intrigue, and thereafter conferred the Con fulfil ip 
upon Simplex, without the intervention of guilt or 
price. Trachalus was by Galeria, the wife of Vi- 
tellius, prote(9:ed from the purfuits of his accufers. 

Amidft thefe inftances of illurtrious men under 
arraignment and terrors, it is (hameful to relate that 
of one Mariccus, by birth a Boian, and one of the 
meaneft ; who, under the lying pretence of a mif- 
fion and authority divine, adventured to throw him- 
felf upon the favour of fortune during the .public 
ftruggles, and to provoke the Roman arms. Al- 
ready, as deliverer of the Gauls, and as a God (for 
this was the title which he aflumed) he had drayvn 
together eight thoufand men, and invaded the ad- 
joining villages of the Eduans ; when that State, ex- 
erting her wonted providence, by arraying the flower 
of her young men, aided by fome Cohorts detach- 
ed from Vitellius, routed the mad and vifionary 
multitude. In the fray Mariccus was taken, and 
foon after thrown amongft the wild hearts ; but be- 
caufe. they rent him not, the Commonalty, ever * 
grofs and ftupid, believed him not fubje£l to any 
H 2 efFoU ' 
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efibrt of violence, dll ia the prefiaice of Viteilius he 
was put to death. 

Neither againft the Rebels was further vengeance 
fhewn, and to a man th^ efcaped confifcation of 
eficds. The laft Wills ot fuch as died fighting for 
Otho continued in force, or the law in behalf of 
thofe who died tnteftate. In truth, had the Prince 
fet bounds to his luxury, he was no wife to be dreaded 
for avarice. To banqueting and voracioufnefs he 
was continuall]^ borne by an appetite quite beaftly 
and boundlefs. Ftom Rome and all Italy was brought 
him whatever tends to fiimulate the palate, wick 
every incentive to gluttony; while with the dinn 
of carriers loaded with viands, the roads from both 
feas were continually filled. By the expence of mag- 
nificent feafting, the Grandees of the municipal 
Cities were beggared and confumed, nay, the Ci- 
ties themfelTJS reduced to defolation. The foldiers, 
(y being inured to voluptuoufnefs, and a thorough 
contempt of their Leader, became debauched from 
all inclination to military Yatigues, from all (cnfe of 
virtue and bravery. Before him he fent an edi£t to 
Rome, to figntfy that he deferred receiving the name 
of Auguftus, and would not accept that of Caefar ; 
when at the iame time, from the prerogative of Im- 
perial Power he receded nothing. He likewife ba- 
nifhed the Aftrologers out of Italy, and enjoined, 
under a rigorous penalty, that henceforth noRo' 
man Knight (bould debafe himfelf to the exercifes 
jof fencing and of the Theatre : A pra£tice to which 
by former Emperors they had been obliged, fbme* 
times by the force of money, oftener by violence 
of power. The Colonies too and municipal Cities, 
from a fpirtt of emulation, ftjudied by the allure- 
ments of price, to engage in fuch prouitution every 
jroung man fignal for vicious manners. 

Viteilius, upon the arrival of his brother, and the 
influence of the many prompters of lawlefs power, 

men 
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men offictouOy winding themfelves into favour, was 
now grown more lofty and tyrannical, and thence 
commanded Dolabeila to be flain, the (ame whom 
I have already related to have been by order of Otho 
confined in the Colony of Aqutne. Dolabeila, up* 
on tidings of the death of Otho, had returned to 
Rome. This was the charge alleged againfl him 
before IHavius Sabinus Governor of the City, bv 
Plautius Varus, a man of Prsetorian dignity, and 
one of Dolabella's intimate friends. The crimes 
fpecified were, * That he had broken out of pri- 

* fon, and prcfentcd himfclf as a new Leader to 

* the party vanquilhed/ The accufer added, * That 
« he had attempted to corrupt the Cohort quartered 

* at Oftia.* But all the proof of crimes fo found- 
ing and mighty, utterly failing, Plautius fell into 
remorfe, and befought forgivenefs too late for an 
iniquity already fatal. Whilft about a matter fo 
momentous Flavius Sabinus wavered ; he was driven 
from his fufpence by a terrible warning from Tria- 
ria, wife to Lucius Vitellius, a woman outrageous 
and mercile6 beyond her fex, ^ to take heed, that 

* he expofed not the Prince to eminent danger, by 

* courting for himfelf the fame of clennsncy.* Sa- 
binus, in his own temper gentle, yet when feized 
by dread, eafy to change, and in the peril of another 
fearful to involve himfelf, that he might not feem 
now to have fuccoured and upheld the accufed, lent 
his hand to puOi down a man already failing. 

Vitellius, therefore, ftruck with prefent fear, and 
indeed with former rancour, for that Petronia his 
divorced wife, had been by Dolabeila forthwith cf- 
poufcd, fcnt for him, by letters, from Rome, with 
direQions to avoid the.Flaminian road, fo great and 
frequented, and to come round by Terni : there he 
oidercd him to be murdered. 1 o the aflaffin this 
courfc feemed too tedious : at an inn upon the way, 
^ Dolabeila lay ftretched at length upon the ground, 
H 3 he 
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kc cut his throat. Mighty was the hate and ab- 
horrence by his blood derived upon the new reign 3^ 
^ fample of which was now firft exhibited in thrs 
tragedy. The arbitrary infolence too of Triaria 
became more glaring by a lingular inftance of meek- 
nefs in the fame family, that of Galeria the Em* 
peror's wife, who never infulted the aiHified. More- 
over of the like chara6ler, benevolent and good, 
was Sextilia his mother, a lady ever conforming to 
the virtuous model of primitive times : She is even 
reported, upon the firft letters from her fon, to 
have faid, * That no Germanicus was born of hei 

* but Vitellius. Neither was her mind afterwards 
elated to joy by any of the charms and "inticements 
cf Imperial fortune, or by the general carefles and 
afliduity of the City 5 nor in the different fortunes 
of her houfe felt fhe any emotion fave for its adver- 
£ty and falL 

Vitellius having departed from Lyons, was over- 
taken by Marcus Cluvius Rufus. He, forfaking 
Spain, where he held the adminiftration, came with 
many congratulations, much affumed gl^dnefs in his 
countenance, much real anguifli in his foul, and 
well apprized that he was aSaulted by imputations, 
various and highly criminal. Againft him Hilarius 
the Emperor's Freed man had urged, * ITiat upoi? 

* adwce of the conteft of empire between Vitellius 
« and Otho, he had attempted to eftablifli an inde- 

* pendent principality, and to appropriate to him- 

* felf both the provinces of Spain : And with this 

* view, in the warrants which he had ifliied, the 

* name of no Emperor whomfoever was inferted.* 
Out of his public harangues the accufer prefented 
certain pafTages, which he conftrued to have been 
fo many malignant inveftives againft Vitellius, and 
fo many artful baits for popular favour to himfelf. 
The credit of Cluvius prevailed, infomuch that 
ViieUios frankly doomed even his freedman to pu* 

aifhment. 
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nifhment. Cluvius was taken into the clars of the 
Emperor's companions and favourites, yet not de* 
prived of the government of Spain, which he ftil! 
admintftered though abfent, after the example oF 
Lucius Arruntius, whom Tiberius Caefar had de* 
tained from his Province through jcalou fy and fear.. 
In -detairfing of Cluvius, Vitellius was moved by 
no apprehenfion at all. To Trebdlius Maxim us 
the like honour was not (hewn. He had fled cut 
of Britain, feared by the fury and menaces of the 
foldiers 5 and in his place was fent Vettius Bolanusj 
then attending in t4ie courti 

A fore torment it proved to Vitelliirs, thnt the 
fpirit of the vanquiftied Legions continued ftlB 
fierce and utterly unfubdued. As thefe Legions 
were difperfed over Italy and mixed with the van- 
quifbers, they were continually breathing the lan- 
guage of difaflfeftion and war. Foremoit in fero* 
city and fternnefs were they of the fourteenth Le^ 
gion, who denied confidently, * that ever they had 

* been vanquilhed ; for that, in the fight of Bedria- 
*. cum, only the vexillary bands wer.e repulfed ; nor 

• were the forces of the Legion in the field.' It wasi 
therefore refolved to remand them back to Britain, 
from whence they had been called over by Nero, and 
that with them in the mean time the Batavian Cohorts 
Ihould always quarter, in confideration of their old 
quarrel with that Legion, Nor did tranquillity long 
hold amongft men thus furnifiied wkh arms, and 
thus mutually inflamed by mortal hate. At Turirr, 
whilft a Batavian arraigned and infulted an Artifi- 
cer as having defrauded him, and a foidier of the 
Legion protedted the Artificer as his hoft, the fol- 
diers of each fide flocked together to fupport their 
companion. After much railing they were proceed^ 
ing to daughter-, and a tragical battle had enfued, 
but that two Praetorian Cohorts', by.cfpoufing the 
party of the Legionaries, afilired them of mafiery, 

U 4 and 
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and intimidated the Batavians as the wtdaer. The 

latter Vitellius ordered, as his faithful adherents, to 
be incorporated with his own army, and the Legion 
to be led over the Graian Alps, bending their rout 
Jo as to avoid Vienne ; for of the Vieni^ too fears 
were entertained. The night when the L^ton 
marched away, by the fires which in feveral quar- 
ters they left unextinguiibed behind them, part of 
the Colony of Turin was burnt down : A difafter 
which was obliterated, as were many other evils of 
the war, by the calamities more mighty and con- 
fuming which befel other cities. The fourteenth 
Legion no fooner defcended from the Alps, but all 
the moil prone to mutiny turned their enfigns to- 
wards Vienne, and were marching thither, till by 
the union of the better difpofed they became re- 
trained, and thus were tranfported in a body to 
Britain. 

The Praetorian Cohorts proved the next objc^ of 
fear to Vitellius. Firft therefore they were fepara- 
ted, then difcharged, but fweetened with the com- 
pliments of an honourable difmifiion, and of fur- 
rendering their arms to the tribunes, like men who 
had fully ferved their term of warfare. But as foon 
as the war raifed by Vefpafian waxied hot, thsy 
again betook themfcfves to the excrcife of arms, 
and proved the bulwark of the Flavian party. The 
iirft Legion, entitled that of the Marines, was fent 
into Spain, there to become tame by a courfe of 
tranquillity and repofe. The eleventh 2ind the fe- 
venth were remanded to their old quarters. The 
thirteenth was ordered to ereA two amphitheatres, 
fince Caecina and Valens were preparing each a pub- 
lic combat of Gladiators,, the former at Cremona, 
the other at Bononia. For upon no counfel or af- 
£iir was Vitellius ever fo intent as to forego his di^ 
Vcrfions and pleafures. 

He 
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He had now in truth with competent difcretion 
feparated the forces of the difafiefled. Amongft the 
vanquifliing party arofe an infurredion, which de- 
rived its beginning from matter of paftime, yet 
fuch was the number of the flain in it as brought frefli 
hate and horror upon the war. It happeneid when 
Vitellius had fet down to a banquet in company 
with Verginius. Now the Commanders of Le- 
gions and Tribunes ufually adopting the humour 
and demeanour of the £mperors, praf^ife, like 
them, rigour and abftinence, or delight in volup* 
tuoufncis and banqueting : and the common men 
thence become vigilant and regular, or prone to 
a£b of l]centiou(he(s» About Vitellius was only 
feen univerfal diforder, univerfal drunkenncfe, and 
all things refembling rather no£lurnal revellings and 
the debauched of Bacchanals, than an army quar- 
tered and the difcipline of war. In this fituation 
two (bldters, ^e one of the fifth Legion, the other 
from amongft the auxiliary Gauls, having while 
they fportea together provoked each other >o wrefUet 
the legionary foldier was thrown, and over him the 
Gaul triumphed with great fcorn : hence they who 
had aflembted only as beholders, divided ftrait into 
two parties very interefted and angry, and the foU 
diers of -the Legions falling with fury upon the aux* 
iiiaries, put two Cohorts to. the fword. To this 
tumult another tdrnqlt proved a remedy. Duft at a 
diftance and the luftre of arms were difcerned i and 
inftantly a general cry ran, that the fourteenth Le- 
gion bad turned back, and was approaching pur- 
pofely to light. But it proved only the rear of their 
own army, a difcovery which banifhed their con« 
cern« They chanced in the mean time to meet a 
flave belonging to Verginius : him they charge as 
one employed to afiaffinate Vitellius, and rufli at 
once into the banquetting-room) where they infift 
'that Verginius fliould be put to death. In truths 
H5 - Vi. 
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Vitellius, tttn he who was fubjefi: to ail fuiptcfons^ 
and open to every alarm, entertained not the teaft 
doubt about the innocence of Verginius. Yet 
much dilEcuIty he found in reftraining the vengeance 
of 'men fo outrageous, as to demand with veh€« 
inence the bloody doom of one who l^d borne the 
fupreme dignity of Confu), and been once their own 
General. In all feditions Verginius found himieif 
threatened and a&ulted ; nor was any one fo oft^i 
a^ he. Amongft them their admiration of the m»i 
iiill remained, as did bis iignal fame ; but for their 
offer of Empire reje^ed, they hated him as haviifg 
defpifed them. 

On the following day VitellUis heard the embaf- 

fadors from the Senate, having ordered theifi {k> 

await him there ; then entered the camp, and up<Ai 

the afiedionate zeal of the foldiers heaped much 

applaufe. But the attxiltaries ftormed, ^at the 

foldiers of the Legions (hould dare to commit fo 

much outrage, yet find fo much impunity. The 

Batavian Cohorts therefore, to divert them froto 

venturing upon any tragical exploit, were fent baci 

to Germany :: for the fates were already concert* 

ing the rUe of war at once inteAine and foreign. 

To their feveral territories were difmiSed all the 

au)(iljary Gauls,^ in nbmber knmenfe, and levied at 

the beginning of the revolt, as proper to ' fwell the 

pomp and terror of the war. For the reft 5 thUt 

the revenue^ of the empire^ already impaired arid 

€xhauO%d, might be able to fupply his extravagaiit 

]argcfles, he ordered the number of men in the Le* 

gtons and auxiliary troops to be retrenched ; dill 

recruits were forbid j nay> difcharges without dif 

• §inSioa were proffered :. A deadly blow to the- 

Commonweal, and to the foldiers matter of great 

difguftj fince upon them, now reduced t^ iLitw^ 

ieikd all the military duties before &ared an^iongflb 

!m;itny> and ibey were exjpofed to mtulras itk)re^ 't'H-^ 

<yient 
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quent of perils and faitigue. Moveover, their vigour 
was daily txroken and corrupted by their luxuriousr 
liiving, ^oppollte to the ancient diKipline and inili- 
tutjons of our anceftorsy in whofe days, for the fup- 
port of the Roman State, virtue was found to exceji 
iponey^ 

Vitellnis front thence bent his cpurfe to Cremo- 
na, aend having there beheld the public fporcs exui - 
bited by Caecina, conceived a longing to vifit the 
field of Bedriacum,. and, with his own eyes, tqi 
furvey the fceoe and traces of the recent viftory : 
A fpe£UcIe horrible and tragical, not quite forty 
days fiace the battle j bodies all rent and deformed ; 
limbs and' joints torn from their feyeral trunks ; the 
carcafl^s of horfes and of men, putrid afid diflblv- 
ing ; the ground dyed and drenched with corrup- 
tion and gore ;. all the trees felled, all the corn trod« 
den under foot ; the whole a fcene of deftru<5Hoti.^ 
fliocldng and fad. Nor fewer were the ghaftly re- 
anain« of cruelty and flaughter ftill to be fcen upon 
part of the road ilfelf, even that part which the 
people of Cremona had now beftrewed with rofe$. 
and laurel, having reared many altars, and /laia 
many vii^ims, according to the fervile behaviour of 
foreign nations to their Royal Tyrants : Flights of 
feftivity by which» however gladforae at prefenty 
they anon^rought defolation and the fivord of vca- 
geance upon their own heads* Valens and Caecjna? 
accompanied him, and pointed out the feveral quar-, 
ters of the combat y ' Here the embattled Legions 

• rufhed to the onfet ; here the horfe in a body be- 

^ gan the aflault ; from thence the bands of auxj- ; 

♦ liaries encon>pafied the foe.' Then the feveral 
Tribunes- and Captains recoOnted and magnified 
tiieir own feats of bravery y a wild medley of fa£ls. 
and of falfehood, at leaft of truths heightened by 
boafts and invention. The common foldiers like-. 
"Wife^ itt a tranfport of joy and (houts,. turned afide 

H 6 fconiJ 
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fioQi die fottd, to rcvie«r die field. From fpaoe to 
I^Ace they called to mind every piece of n^iiiid 
where the feveral coufltds pafled ; they fixed tbdr 
eyes upon the high heaps of arms ; they beheld the 
bodies of the flain piled up in hills ; bdield and 
marvelled. Some too there were fenfibly touched 
with concern for the variable lofi of all things hu<* 
man, and overcome with commiferarion and tears. 
But from the fad icene Vitellius turned not once his 
eyes, and at the fight of fo many thoufand Roman 
Citizens flain and unburied, felt no horror. Nay» 
hence he even found caufe for much joy, and pre- 
fented:a pompous facrlfice to the tutelar Deities of 
the plaici^e : fo Hnle was he aware of his own dole- 
ful fate fo near at hand. 

There followed the combat of Gladiators, by 
Fabius Valens exhibited at Bononia, whither all the 
decorations of the entertainment had been brought 
Irom Rome. The nearer Vitellius advanced to Bof 
Aonia, the more debauched and loofe proved his 
march. Amongft his military bands were blended 
l^ands of comedians and herds of eunuchs, with all 
the other ludicrous pageantry anfwerable to the ge- 
nius of the Court in Nero's reign : for of Nero 
htmfelf too, Vitellius always fpoke with admira- 
tion and praife. In truth, as often as the former 
wetit about finging, the other had never failed to 
follow him from place to place, by no neceffity 
conftrained, as was every man moft conf[HCuous for 
worth, but purely as the fold flave of voluptuoui^ 
nefi, and purchafed by the price and allurements of 
P>rg*ng* That he might procure to Valens and 
Caecina fome vacant months for cxercifing the Con- 
fulflitp, the term appointed for others wa^ abridged. 
Of the appointment of Martius Macer to that of- 
fice, no notice was taken ; for that he had beeii a 
General in the party of Otho. Valerius Marinus, 
oxie defigned Cmfol by Galba^ he poftponed ta a 

further 
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further time ; for no ofl^oe given, bat as a man 
^nde and patient, and apt to acquiefce under anj 
injury. Pedanios CoSa was paflfed o?er ; one diP> 
tafteful to the Prince, as having engagjed in the de- 
fign againft Nero, and urged Veiginius to arms* 
But for depriving Cofta other caufes than thefe vrere 
aiEgned. Nay, to Vite]]ius, for fuch inftances of 
partiality, foleoin thanks were befides returned, 
fuitable to the habit of tamenefs and fervitude long 
fmce eftabliflied. 

Not beyond a few days lafted a cheat and deiu* 
iion then prevsuling, though its firil rife and efibrts 
were vigorous and popular. A certain perfon had 
fiarted up, alledging * himfelf to be Scribonianus 

* Camerinus, and that during the days of Nero he 

* had, tbroi%h dread of the Tyrant, lived con- 

* ceakd in Hifiria ; for that, there, ftill were found 
« the followers and pofleffions of the antient Craffi, 

* and, there, yet remained partiality and fondne(s. 
^ for the name/ As he had therefore afliimed a 
number of aflbciates, fellows the moft abandoned^ 
to affift him in conducing his plot, the populace, 
ever prone to credulity, were ahready flocking to 
btm with contending zeal ; as were fome of the 
fokliers, whether unapprised of the truth, or from 
a pafion for public commotions ; when he himieif 
was baled away, as a prifoner, before Vitellius, and 
queftioned what manner of man he was f When to 
hts words no credit was given, and as his Lord knew 
hiln to1>e Geta his fugitive flave, (fuch was his name 
and' condition of life) he was doomed to die after 
the manner of flaves. 

Scarce credible it is to recount to what an ama- 
zing degree of prtde'and feofelefihefs Vitellius fwelled, 
when by his ioteiligencers from Syria and Judaea, 
he was informed that the Provinces in the Eaft had 
taken the oath of fidelity to him. For, the Name 
X)f Veipaiian, hpwevcr fleeting the ruaiKHixa about 

him 
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Irim nvere, and no wife to be traced to any oattiQ 
authors, yet employed popular fame, and the mouths 
ef men ; and upon the mention of him Vitellius 
would frequently ftart* Upon the~ arrival of thefe 
tidings, both Elmperor and Army, as having novr 
no rival pDwer to dread, aflTuming the boftile de- 
meanour of aliens and barbarians, became abah* 
doned lo all the excefles of crueky, luft^ and ra^ 

pine 

. Now Vefpafian, the while, was carefully weigh* 
trig; the buitnefs of war' and arms, and eftintating 
the federal forces, thoTe at a diftance, and thofe aC 
bandw To himfelf his foldiers were fa devoted, 
that when before them he took the oath to Viteljius,. 
(as a precedent lor them to foUow) and wi(hed him 
a profperous reign, they heard him with difguft and 
ftlence. The fpirit of Mufianus was no wifis in- 
different tt> Vcfpafian, and even fo©d of Titus. 
Alexander, Governor of Egypt^ had already en- 
gaged in the defign. For his own be accounted the 
third Legion then in Mcefia, fince out of Syria it 
kad bsen tranil^ted thither. Hopes apo were enter- 
teined, that the other Legions in lUyricum would, 
efpoufe the fame intereft. For all the armies, where* 
Ibever, bad been incenfed by the infults and arro- 
gance of the foldiers, who were daily arriving frorn^ 
vitellius ; for that tkefe meti, io their perfons fierce 
and turbulent, tn •^eeb hideous aj^d favage, {eortt'-] 
ed all the reft as men defpicaUe and inferior. In* 
concerting, however, the fcheme of the war, one 
ft) arduous and mighty, there intervened frequent 
hefitation and- doubt j and Vefpafianv though fomc* 
times confirmed in bope^ yet often- revolved upon? 
the dangers incurred,, and a difaftroitt iflue^ '^'What. 
«; an awful and important day to^ him. muft that 
•- prove, when he caft himfelf upon the fate and ca- 
• price of war at the age of fixcy, and bis two fon» 
« kk the prime of ihdx jfearsii ,lx^ gthfus purfuits^ 

**£Ooai> 
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' room was alwn^ kft for tetrtat^ and for making 

* more or Icfs ufe of fertunc^ at tlw fdeafarc of thfe 

* purfuers. To tbofe who ftrive for fovereigntjf, 

< no middle lot remains ; but reign tbey muft dc 
« perifli,* 

Before bis eyes he fet the great ftrcngth of thb 
German Army, a thmg pcrfc<5kly known to hiih 
^ho was a military man. < In the flruggles of th^ 

< civil war, his own Legions h»l no part or trials 

* when thofit of ViteUius had been the conquerors > 
^ and amongft the conquered, complaints werb 
^ found more abounding than force. Slippery and 
^ frail had public conri^uftions and the ftrife of paN 

* tieft rendered the faith of the fddiers, and froii^ 
^ every individual amongft tbem danger was to be 
' apprebended. > For, in trud^ what fecurity ccfM 
^ accrue from battalions of foot ztd fquadrons df 
^ horfe, if one particular m^n or two were refolved.. 

* by a bold murder, to earn a ready reward froiii 

* the oppoite party f It was thus Scribonianus wis 
^ flain under Cbudtis ^ it was thus Volaginius his. 
^ afiaffin, from a cmnmon foUier„ came to be prd- 

* moted to the htgheft pofts in the army. A mucti 

* cafier talk it were to excite them in a body to any 
^ defign^ than to efcape tbe wicked d^ns of pai^^ 
^ ticulars.* 

Whilft im^r apprelxenfions Kke thefe he contt* 
ftued waverings not only the reft of the Commait- 
ders and all his periimal friends ftiove to invigorate 
his hopes, but Muciamis too, aftev many reafon- 
&ng§ with hin^ in iecret, appMed tO' him openly la 
the following ftile. * To all who deliberate afaoUt 

* attempts great and important, it is. expedient th^t 

* they efiimate whether what they tindertake be 

* profkable to the State, and to themfehrcs honour* 
^ able ;, whe«hcr to be readily accompliihcd, at leaflr 

* not attended with glaring difficulties. Of hiftx* 
^ 100 wbo propofss the counfel a judgment is to be 

•^madcj^ 
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made, whether to fupport hit oouoiU he freely 
ventures his perlbn ; as aJfo, if fortune proiper 
the enterprixe, upon whom it is that the glory of 
the whole devolves. It is I who call thee, Ve(pi'- 
iian, to Imperial Power ; a propofal equally (a- 
lutary to the Commonweal, as to thyfelf tUuftrious 
and grand : And, with the concurrence of the 
Deities, in thy own hands the ifiue refts. Nor 
needed thou in this propofal fear any (hadow of 
flattery. Nearer it borders upon matter of ig- 
nominy than upon matter of praife, to be chofen 
Emperor after Vitellius. It is not againft the 
lively fpirit of the deified Auguftus that we have 
a revolt to maintain, nor againft the M age of 
Tiberius, crafty and cautious ; nor, in truth, 
againft the family of Caligula, Claudius, or Nero, 
a fiimily fo lonff eftabliflied in the pofleiSon of 
Sovereignty. Nay, to Galba too, in honour of 
the ancient fplendor of his lineage, thou didft 
yield place. Further to linger in acquiescence 
and floth, and abandon the Commonwealth to 
this miferable lot of debafement and perdition, 
would argue a (bul quite cowardly and benummed, 
were it even poffible that from fuch a ftate of fer- 
vitude thou could reap» as of infamy an inevi- 
table ftock, fo an equal (hare of fecurity. Al- 
ready elapfed and vaniflied is the time when thou 
mighteft have been thought to have entertained a 
paffion for the pleafure of reigning. At prefent 
it behoves thee to fly to the pofleffion of Sove* 
retgnty, as to a flicker for thy . life. Can'ft thou 
forget the doom of Corbulo, how that great Ge- 
neral was murdered i A man for blood and de- 
fcent more renowned, I confefs, than we are : 
but Nero too in the fplendor of his race furpafled 
Vitellius. Ever fufliciently illuftrious, in the eyes 
of him who dreads, is the man who caufes his 
dread. And, that a provincial army may ci:eaie 

•an 
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an Emperor, ViteUkis bimfelf is a living txsmph ; 
he who had never been bred a foldier, he who 
had no reputation in war, be who was thus pro* 
moted only becaufe Galba was hated. £velft 
OthO) who in truth was overcome by no conduft 
in the oppofite Leader, nor by any Aiperior force 
of arms, but by his own overhafty renouncing of 
life, is, by tbe behaviour of Vitellius, rendered a 
Prince great in name, and highly regretted. Yet 
even now he is difperiing the Legions, difarming 
the- Cohorts, and daily furnifliing freib materials 
for war. Whatever ardour and bravery might 
have been heretofore found in his ibidiers, is waft- 
ed and enfeebled by chambering and riotous liv- 
ing, and by emulating the excefles of their Em- 
peror. At your command you have nine Le- 
gions, intire, from Judaea, and Syria, and Egypt i 
forces by no wars exhaufted, by no mutinies de- 
bauched, but men afllired by long regularity and 
trial, ^nd accuftomed to vidkory over foreign foes; 
From your (hipping and fleets, from auxiliary 
battalions of foot, and fquadrons of horfe, you 
have powerful fuccours and rcferves. You have 
confederate Kings for your faithful adherents ; 
and what furpafles the affiftance of all men, you 
have your own ability and experience. 
• To inyfelf I arrogate nothing, further than 
that I be not ranked behind Valens and Csecina. 
Yet do not therefore fcorn Mucianus for an aiib- 
ciate, becaufe you find that he pretends not to be 
your rival. I prefer myfelf to Vitellius, and to 
myfelf you. Your bouie was diftinguiihed with 
triumphal honours, and you are the father of two 
fons both in the bloom of life ; one of them alp 
ready capable of fuftaining the weight of Empire, 
one who in his firft eflays in war, amongft the 
German Armies, acquired with them too a name 
of renown* Abfurd it were in me not to yield 

« the 
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* the Empire to btm whofe (bii I ihould pr^femly 

* adopt, if I myfelf were Emperor. For the reft ; 

* of the good afid evil of fortune an equal meafure 

* will by no means accrue to us both j fincc if we 

* conquer, the honour which you (hall chu(e to 

* beftow, I (hall enjoy. Rifques and dangers we 

* fljall bear alike: or, which is more eligibie, do 

* you command thefe ai*mtes here, and upon me 

* confer the dire<5ion of the war, and the ambigu-^ 

* ous events of battle. More rigidly at this very 

* time are rules and difcipline praftifed by the con- 

* quered than by the conquerors 5 as the former, are, 

* through indignation, through defpitc, and thirft 

* of vengeance^ awakened and prompted to mag- 

* nanimity ; while the others, from a fpirit of con- 

* ceit and lofcinefs, a»d difdain of duty, are lapftng 

* faft into effeminacy and languor. Attiongft the 
* * viiftorious party there are grievous wounds now 

*' covered and inflamed^ fuch as the war itfelf will 

* not fail to difcpver and lay open. Nor do I 

* place higher confidence in your known vigilance, 

* parfimony and wifdom, than in the ftupidity, 

* folly and cruelty of Vitellius. Add, that fafer 

* IS our lot in war than in peace: for, they who 

* confult about revolting are already revolted. 
After this difcourfe from Mucianus, the reft grew 

more confident. They fuj-rounded him, exhorted 
him, and laid before him the propitious refponfes of 
^Oracles, and pofition of the ftars. , Neither was he 
exempt from fuch fuperftttion ; he, who coming 
foon after to be Emperor, retained openly about 
bim one Seleucus a fortune-teller, to guide his 
counfels, and prognofticate events. In his mind he 
revolved certain prefages pafl. In his grounds a 
cyprefs tree fignally tall had fuddenly fallen, and on 
the <Jay following, rifmg again upon the fame foun- 
dation^ refumed frefh growth and verdure, with 
toibre lieighth and thicker trunk : A mighty omen 

and 
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and big with felicity, according to the concurring 
tcflimony of the fobthfayers 5 and hence to Vefpa- 
fian, then in his early bloom, afTurance was given 
of fignal' grandeur in the State. Yet at firft, by his 
invefiiture. with the decorations of triumph, by bear- 
ing the dignity of the confulfliip, and' his renown 
in vanqiiifhing the Jews, the. whole prefage feemed 
to have been literally accompliflied. When he had 
paffed through thefe honours, he grew to believe 
that the Empire was verily the thing prefaged. Be- 
tween Judaea and Syria ftands rnount Carmel, th^ 
place and the Deity of the place bearing the fame 
name. Nor is the God diftinguiflied by any ftatu^ 
or any temple, but only by an altar reared, ana 
worfliip offered. "Such is the primitive inftitutiofi 
by tradition preferved. To'Vefpafian, as he offer-; 
ed facrifice there, and while his foul was labouring 
Under iht agitations of his own occult hopes ana 
views, Bafilides the prieft, having diligently furvey- 
ed the entrails, declared, * Whatever defign it is 

* that thou doft meditate, O Vefpafian, wliether to 
' build a houfe, or to extend thy domains, or to en- 

* large thy train of flaves ; to thee is granted a 

* fettlement large and mighty, infinite bounds, and 

* multitudes of men.* Myfterious words which po- 
pular fame failed not then pr^fently to difperfe, nor 
at this junfture to explain and apply. Neither did 
ought more commonly employ the tongues of the 
populace, or furnifli more frequent, matter of dif- 
courfe in his own hearing ; as to thofe who rely 
^pon hope, fuch foothing fpeeches are more abun- 
dantly ufed. 

Having now afcertained their common purfuit, 
they parted, Mucianus tp Antioch, Vefpafian to 
Csfarea ; this the Metropolis of J udea, the former 
that of Syria. At Alexandriia firu was begun the 
example of transferring ihe Empire to Vefpafiaru 
rtiiough the hafte aiad zeal of Tiberius Alexander^ 

wha 
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who brought tb^ Legims there to fwear allegiance 
to him on the firil of Juljr* And this was the day 
kept and folemniacd ever afterwards, as the firft cf 
his reign \ though the army in Judea took to him- 
felf in perfon the Tame oath on the third of July, 
with fuch fignal ardour, that they would not wait 
the arrival of Titus, who was then on his journey 
back from Syria : For by hrm were all the meafures 
taken between his father and Mucianus negociated. 
By the mtit vehemence and paffion of the (oldicrs 
the whole affair was tranfaded, without any aflem- 
bly called, without drawing the Legions tf^ther. 

Whilft a proper time and place were awaited for 
beginning the revolt, and yet it was uncertain who 
fhould declare firft, a circumftance of eminent dif* 
liculty in traofa&ions of this moment ; whilft his 
imind was ftill exercifed with the impulses of hope 
and of fear, with the call and ditSiates of prudence, 
with the force and operation of caAialties i once 
when he came forth from his chamber, certain ibl- 
diers, m number very few, pofted in their ufual or- 
der and ftation, as tf* they had been ready to falute 
. him by the wonted name of General, (aluted him 
by that of Emperor. Thither then inftantly. throng* 
ed all the reft, and upon him accumulated the titles 
of Cafar and Augujiw^ and every one eife peculiar 
to Sovereignty. His fpirit now relinquiOied fear to 
follow fortune. In his afpeA nothing of loftinefs 
speared, nothing arrogant, nor any new behavi* 
our under his new charader. As foon as he had 
recovered the full ufe of his fight, dazzled at firft 
by the glare of a change bi fudden and fo mighty, 
he fpoke to them in the language and fpirit of a 
feldier, and received returns of wifiies and accia* 
mations altogether aiFedionate and manifold. Mu- 
cianus, who only waited for thefe glad tidings, ad^ 
miniftered to his foldiers, who were themfelves in 
truth ehearfuUy difpofed, the oath to Ve(pafian. He 

then 
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then went into the Theatie at Antiocht the place 
where that people are wont to aflemUe upon all 
matters of deliberation | and there, to the crowd 
flocking to attend bim, and abandoned to humour 
him with all fervile rycophancjr» made an harangue : 
For, even in tbe-Greek eloquence he could acquit 
bimielf with abundant grace, and poflefled a par* 
ticular talent, of heightening with notable pomp 
whatever he fpoke, and whatever he aded. No- 
thing (b eiFedually enflamed the province and the 
army as what Mucianus affirmed, ^ Tliat it was the 

* fixt purpofe of Vitellius to tranfplant the German 

* Legions into Syria, there to enjoy a fervice full 

* of gain and full of tranquillity ; and, in exchange, 
^ to convey the Legions in Syria to cold encamp- 
^ ments in Germany,. a horrid climate, and a fai 

* fceneof fatigues.* The truth is, not only were* 
the inhabitants of Syria well pleafed with the CoU 
diers their accuftomed guefts, and in many infiancet 
were linked with them in blood and alliances ; but 
to the foldiers too, from their aiicient fettlement 
there, their quarters were become natural and fami- 
liar, and dear as their own native dwellings. 

Before the fifteenth of July the whole Province 
of Syria had taken the fame oath. To the party 
too there acceded King Sohemus with the forces of 
his kingdoip, a power very confiderable ; as did An- 
tiochus, mighty in wealth long fince acquired, and 
of all the Kings who were vaflals to Rome, the moft 
opulent. Presently after AgKppa, roufcd by expreiles 
[ecretly difpatched from his friends in the Eaft urg- 
ing him to leave Rome, departed ere Vitellius was 
aware of his defign, and returned with great expe- 
<iition by fea* Nor with lefs vigour did Queen Be- 
renice ^pport the feme intereft, then in her full 
bloom of youth and beaulv, and even to Vefpafian, 
old as he was, very agreeaole for her liberality and 
magnificent gifts* /Qlegiance was likewife fworri 
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leafe Achm and Afia in perfeft fecttrhy Mund hiot 
countries which, were ihey left withoitt the procec* 
iion of forces, would be expofcd, roid of arms and 
defence, to thofc of Vitellius. Thus coo Vitellius 
bimfelf would be perplexed what quarter of Italy to 
guard, when he found Bruodiiium and Tarentum, 
as alio the coafis of Calabria «id Lucania^ at once 
aflaulted by boftile fleets. 

Throu^out the Provinces, therebre, there pre« 
tailed the mighty uproar of warlike preparationsy 
thofe of fliips, and of n»en, and of arms. But no- 
thing proved b great an eaibarraiTfnent as where to 
procure funds of monev. This Muciaous urged 
to be the finews of civil war, and therefore, in all 
proceflcs and trials, regarded neither law nor right, 
hut only mighty treafure. On all hands accufations 
and delinquencies were framed ^ and every man, 
noted for wealth, was enfnared and confined to fpoil : 
Affliding grievances, and indeed intderable ; for 
which, however, the craving neceffities of war Axr- 
niihed then an excufe. Yet afterwards too they were 
continued even during peace. Vefpafian himfelf, 
it is true, in the beginning of his reign, was not 
wont to be rigorous in authorizing uSts of injuftice 
and oppreflion ; but afterwards, encouraged through 
the continual carefles of Fortune, and by wicked 
counfellors midaugbt, he learnt the art, and pur^ 
fued it confidently. Out of his own treafure too 
Macianus helped to fupport the war| thus liberal of 
a private fum, which he was fure to repay, with 
large amplifications, out of the public. The reft 
contributed money after his example ; but it was 
rare to find any favoured with the like latitude in 
recovering their fliare. 

In the mean time, the undertakings of Vcfyaftzm 
were notably quickened by the zeal found in the 
Ulyrian army. In Moefia, the third Legion revolt- 
ing to his party, afibrded i^nce an example to the 

others 
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others there, namely the eighth and^he feventh, en- 
titled Ckudiana^ both pcrlonally devoted to Otho, 
though they had not been in the laft fight. They 
bad indeed advanced as far as Aquileia, and there 
meeting melancholy tidings of Ocho, ufed them who 
brought the fame with outrage, rent to pieces the 
fiandards bearing the name of Vitellius, nay, at 
laft, making fpoil of the public money, and (baring 
it amongft themfelves, a£ted with open hoftility. 
Hence confcioufnefs and dread poflefied them, and 
from their dread proceeded their couniel and contri- 
vance, * That to Veipafian they might urge as mat- 

* ter of fervice and merit thefe dccda of violence, 

* for which elfe they mud plead fubmiffion and ex- 

* cufes to Vitellius.* Infomuch that thefe three Le- 
gions in Mcefia fent letters to Iblicit the army ia 
Pannonia into the confederacy, and, if they refufed, 
were preparing to have recourfe to force and the 
fword. During this combuftion, Aponius Satumi- 
nus. Commander in MccTia, attempted to perpetrate 
a crying enormity, by difpatching a Centurion to 
murder Tertius Julianus, Colonel of the feventh 
Legion, purely to fatiate his own particular pique 
and vengeance, which he now difguifed under other 
names, and for his motives alledged the caufe and 
intercft of the party. Julianus, who had learnt his 
peril, furniibing birafelf with guides acquainted with 
the fituation of the country, fled through the de- 
ftrts of Mocfia quite beyond the mountain Haemus. 
Nor thenceforward was he engaged in any tran fac- 
tion of the war i for though he undertook a journey 
to Vefpafian, he prolonged it by divers pretences 
and delays, and, according to the quality of the 
ridings brou^t him, fpeeded or lingered. 

Now in Pannonia the thirteenth Legion, and the 
feventh called after the n^me of Galboy acceded with- 
out hefitation to the caufe of Vefpafian } as, for the 
defeat at Bedriacum, they yet retained much grief 
and wrath, and yielded to the inftigatiom of Ap- 

VoL. IIL I tonJM* 
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tonius Primus, foremoft of all in fpirit and vigour. 
This man, fub}c£l to tbe fcntence of the law, and 
vnder Nero condemned for faifification, amongft 
the other evils of war, had recm^ered his rank as a 
Senator. Being by Galba preferred to the com- 
mand of the feventh Legion, he was believed to 
have made frequent applications to Otho by letters, 
offering to ferve him in capacity of a General : 
But, neg]e£^ed by Otho, he femained without part 
in that war. Then when the fortune of Vitcllius 
appeared to be falling, he betook himfelf to that of 
Vefpaiian, and to the caufe proved an addition 
mighty and nK>mentous, as he \ms brave in his per- 
fon, a prompt fpeaker, a rare artift in bringing 
other men under hate and difguft, a powerful roan 
ill popular tumults and uproar, rapacious, profufe, 
one during peace altogether wicked and corrupt, in 
war too confiderable to be flighted. The Mcefian 
army and that of Pannonia having thus joined, drew 
after them the foldi^rs in Dalmatia, though in this 
movement the confular commanders had no parti- 
cipation. In Pannonia Titus Ampius Flavianus 
bore rule, in Dalmatia Poppeius Silvanus ; two 
men very v/ealthy and very old. But in tbofe 
quarters was then found Cornelius Fufcus the Pro- 
curator, one in the vigour of his age, and his de- 
fcent illuftrious. He had in his early' youth, from 
a paflion for folitude and repofe, divelled hibifelf of 
the dignity of a Senator. He afterwards defended hia 
own Colony, as leader in behalf of Galba, and hav- 
ing for that fervice gained the employment of Pro- 
curator, at this time embraced the party of Vefpa- 
iian, and to the flame of war added moft furious 
fuel. In the rewards of perils he deirghted not fo 
much as in the perils themfelves, and to acquire- 
ments long fincQ obtained and fafely poflefled, pre- 
ferred new purfuirs, howeve:r doubtful and dange- 
rous.. Wherever therefore they difcovered minds 
€aiy and difl;empered> there they exerted all their 
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might to Wow up difaffeflion and rage. Into Bri- 
tain difpatches were ient, to the fourteenth Legion, 
others into Spain,, to the firftj for that both had 
engaged for Otho and Vitellius. Over all the ter- 
ritories of the Gauh too letters were difperfed. 
And thus in a monnent blazed forth a waf extenfiv^ 
and terrible, as the armies in Illyricum were openly 
revolting, and all the reft watching the tendency of 
fortune, and ready to follow it. 

Wbilft thefe things were tranfaSed in the Pro- 
vinces by Vefpafian and the Leaders of his party, 
Vitellius waxed daily more contemptible, daily 
more flupid and refigned to floih. In all the Villas 
and great Towns through which he pafled, every 
pleafure and every diverfion proved a bait to ftop 
him : and thus he proceeded to Rome with an hoft 
vaft and cumberfom. There accompanied hini 
thrcefcorc-thoufand armed men, a body utterly dif- 
folute and licentious ; of underlings and attendants 
of the camp a larger number, with a' fwarm of fut- 
lers, a crew known to be, by the bent of nature, 
even of all flaves the moft diforderly and impudent- 
Add the tr;iin of fo many principal officers, that of 
fo many of the Emperor's friends ; a nfiultitude un-* 
tractable to the rules of obedience, even though 
with a ftri<9: hand the reins of authority had beeni 
holden. The crowd, great in itfdf, was further 
furcharged by the arrival of the Senators and Ro- 
man Knights, who came from Rome to meet the 
Emperor ; a compliment which fome paid from 
fear, many from flattery, others, and by degrees 
all, becaufe they would not be fmgular and remain 
behind when the reft were going. Of the rabble 
there flocked thither all who through the merit of for- 
mer fervices, however low and infamous, were known 
to Vitellius, Bufl^ons, Mimics, and Charioteers ; as 
in familiarities thus difgraceful he felt marvellous plea- 

"•ire- Neither were the Colonies alone and nnmici- 

' Cities confumed by furnilhing fuch vjft fupplies 
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of provifion^ but as the gran was then ripe, the 
buftandmen thcmfelves and chetr lands were ftripped 
and laid wafte, like a hoftile (oil. 

Many and barbarous were the murders by the 
ibidiers committed amongft themfelves, ever flnce 
the infurrcdion at Ticifium ; as towards one ano- 
ther the Legions and the Auxiliaries fiil] harboured 
mutual rancour, though in contefting with the Pea- 
fants they were always unanimous. But the hea- 
vieft flauehter was perpetrated feven miles from 
Rome. Here Vitellius caufed to be diftributed a- 
mongft bis foldiers a quantity of meat ready drefled, 
to every man his portion, as if he had been fatten- 
ing a number of Gladiators ; and the populace 
coming in droves to the camp, were fcattered all 
over it. Some of thefe aiming at a feat of archners 
in vogue with them, while the foldiers heeded 
them not, cut and conveyed away their belts with- 
out being perceived, and then afked them merrily, 
why they were not begirt with their fwords ? The 
foldiers, not wont to be fcorned, could not bear fuch 
mockery, and with their fwords drawn fell upon 
the people, deftitute of arms and defence. A- 
mongft others was flain the father of one of the foI« 
diers whilft he was accompanying his fon : he was 
foon after known, and upon his death being divulg- 
ed, they ceafed flaughtering innocent men. In 
Rome however great dread prevailed, for that the 
foldiers running thither before the hoft, were per- 
petually arriving and roving about. The Forum 
was the quarter to which they moft eagerlv repaired, 
from an earneft curiofity to behold the place where 
Galba fell. Nor lefs horrible was the fpe£bcle 
which in their own perfons they afforded, their bo- 
dies covered with the fkins of wild beafb, and car« 
rying javelins huge and mafly, both in their cover- 
ings and their weapons favage and grim, in behavi- 
our too equally hideous : For^ whenever they were 
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prefled by the throng of people, which they want- 
ed difcretion to fliun, or whenever they tumbled 
through the flipperinefs of the'ftreets, or were 
thrown down by the jolt of any one who was paf- 
fing, they betook thcmfelves to threats and clamour^ 
and then inftantly to violence and their arms. Al- 
ready too the Tribunes and Captains of horfe, fol- 
lowed by bands of armed men, were bounding to 
and fro with great terror and parade. 

Vitellius himfelf mounted upon a fiatcly fteed, 
and in his coat of armour, with his fword girt on^ 
was advancing from the Milvian bridge, making the 
Senate and People to pafs on before him : but being 
rcftrained by the advice of his friends from enterini^ 
the City in his warlike drefs, as if the fame bad 
been taken by the fword, he put on the robe of a 
Senator, and made an entry altogether orderly and 
pacific. In the front were borne the Eagles of 
four Legions, round about them an equal number 
of Standards belonging to other Legions, next 
twelve EnHgns of fo many fquadrons of horfe, then 
the files of infantry, and behind them the cavalry : 
There came after thirty- four Cohorts diftinguifhed 
fuitably to the diverfity of their nations or of their 
arms. Before their feveral Eagles marched the 
Camp Marihals, the Tribunes and principal Cen- 
turions, all apparelled in white raiments. At the 
head of their feveral companies the other Cen- 
turions appeared glittering with arms, and their 
military gifts difplayed. The chains alfo of the 
common foldiers, and the trappings of their horfes 
yielded a refplendent (hew. The whole a glorious 
fight, and an army worthy of an Emperor not re- 
fembling Vitellius. In this ftate he entered the Ca- 
pitol, and there embracing his mother, dignified 
her with the title kA Augujla. 

The next day he made a public fpeech, and in it, as 

if he had had for his audience the Senate and People 
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of another City, uttered very high and pompous 
things of himfelf. Upon his z&mty and tcnnpc- 
jance particularly be befiowed many lofty praifes^ 
even in the prefence of fuch as had beheld his vile 
doings and exceiles ; as indeed had all Italy, through 
which he had marched in a coucfe moft infamous, 
continually intoxicated and drowned in voluptuouf* 
ncfs. The crowd, however, ever void of thought 
«nd care, and, without difcerning truth from falfe- 
hood, only fkilled in the flights of. flattery become 
long fince habitual, broke out into an uproar of 
wifhes and acclamations ; and, *as be refufed the 
jiame cf Augujius^ they prefTed him fo that he ac- 
cepted it, but to as little purpofe as before he ba4 
denied it. 

In a City like Rome, prone to pafs cenfure upon 
every tranladlion whatfoever, it paflcd for ^n omeo 
of evil portent, that Vitellius, who was i^reated 
chief Pontif, had on the eighteenth of July publUh* 
ed his edidl concerning the celebration pf folemnities 
divine \ a day holdeh inaufpicipus. from ^tlquity 
downward, for that on it happened the tragical 
overthrows at Cremera and AUia« §o uoattentive 
tie wa$, ai^d unknowing in ordinances jiwn^n and 
xeligious : And, as .ampngft jbrs freedsmen and 
friends equal flupjdity was found, ^e behaved as if 
ie had none about hioi but men infatuated and 
drunken. Yet in holding the affembly for ccea,ting 
Confuls, he afiiited >yith apparent moderaticyi, and 
towards the candidates as no other thaq their 
fqual : Nay, Audying \o gain the good graces and 
^pplaufe of the rabble, he courted them by fre** 
quenting the Theatre as a fpe£lator amongft them, 
and the Circus as a partizan ; anions, when pro* 
feeding from principles of ^yirt^e, » truly eng^gmg 
and popular, but in him accounted .uofeenily and 
yUe, upon remembrance of hts fprroier life. Into 
IJ^eS^ati^.I^ofieA c^m^> eyeo w^gj the di&fibera- 
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tions there were about things of fmall mpment ; 
and as Helvidius Prifcus, Praetor ele6J:, chanced t<» 
offer his fentiments againft thofe.of the Emperor, 
he at firft waxed angry, yet no further than to cart 
upon the Tribunes of the people to. fupport his au- 
thority thus brought under contempt. Anon,, upon 
the interpoiition of friends, who dreading deeper re- 
fentment, accofied him with mitigations, he made 
anfwer, « Nothing -new had happened, that in the 

* Commonweakh two Senators fhould be of dif- 
' ferent opinions : he himfejf too had be^n wont 

* to oppofe Thrafea/ Many ridiculed the impu- 
dence of the comparifon. To others it provei well 
plealing, that in reprefenting an example of true 
glory, he had mentioned, Thrafea, and none of the 
minions of power* 

For Caotains of the Prsetorian Guards he ap« 
pointed Puolius Sabinus, raifed from the cpmmandl 
of a Cohort, and Julius Prifcus then only a Cen- 
turion. Prlicus held his authority from the intereft 
of Valens, Sabinus from that of C<ecina* Be- 
tween thefe two favourites, always at variance .with 
one another, no portion of power remained to Vi* 
tellius. All the funflions of Sovereignty were ad- 
minidered by Caecina and Valens, men long fince 
imbittered by mutual hate, which even j^uring war^ 
and amidft armies, had been ill-difguifed, and was 
now highly enflamed by the malignity of their, feve- 
lal friends, and indeed by the genius 1^ theCity, 
ever fertile in producing feeds of enmity-; whiift 
they ftrove to excel each other in credit and fway^ 
in greatnefs'pf train, in numerous levees and depen- 
dents, and whilfi by others, comparifons were 
made of their influence and grandeur. Varioug 
too and wavering were the inclinations of Viplli-^ 
us, now partial to one, anon to another* Nor^ 
in truth, can ever any certain durance be placed 
io the poiTeffion of authority which knows no mea- 
I 4> fure. 
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fure« Add that tbey defpifcd Vitellius and dreaded 
him, as a roan by every guft of paffion, or by any 
wild ftrain of flatteqrt apt to be fuddenly changed. 
Yet this rendered them not the more flack or remifs 
in feizing for themfelves fine houies and gardens, 
and the wealth of the Empire, whilft to all the 
many nobles by Gatba recalled with their children 
from exile, a multitude very indigent and deplor- 
able, no fort of fu{^rt was adminiftered by the 
Prince, no ads of companion Oiewn. That he 
had reftored to fuch as were returned from banifli- 
ment their jurirdi<%on over their Freedmen, was a 
conceflion well pleafing to the Grandees of the 
City, and what even the populace approved. 
Though this kindnefs was rendered intirely abor- 
tive by the fraud of thefe fervile fpirits who con- 
veyed their money into hiding-places, or lodg- 
ed it for fecurity in the hands of men powerful at 
Court. Nay, fome of them having entered into 
the family of the Emperor, became more mighty 
than their Lords and Patrons. 

Now the multitude of foldiers being fuch as the 
camp could not contain, the Tefidue, when that 
was full, quartered in the publtck Portico's or in 
the Temples, and were continually roaming all 
over the City. They grew unacquainted with 
their flations and places dF arms, kept no watch, 
nor by any exerctfe or fatigue preferved their vi- 
gour. Surrendering themfelves to the voluptuous 
inticements of the City, and to pradices too abo- 
minable to be named, they impaired their bodies 
by idlenefs, their courage by feats of lewdnefs and 
riot. At laft, renouncing all regard even to health, 
great part of them betook themfelves to the malig- 
nant quarters of the Vatican. Hence followed 
f;reat mortality amongfl the common men. The 
Jermans too and Gauls, who have bodies very 
fubjcd to difeafes^ as they now lay upon the banks 
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of the Tiber, were become quite baned through 
the. extreme heat, which they could not bear, and 
through an intemperate delight ii) cooling them- 
felves" in the fiream. Moreover, the ftate and order 
of the foldiery, either by the efibrtt of malice or 
the drifts and intrigues of ambition, was quite vi- 
tiated and broken. A body was formed of fixteen 
Pnetorian, and four City Cohorts, each containing 
a thoufand men. In this enrolment Valens aflum- 
ed the larger fhare and fuperior dire<£l}on ; for that 
he claimed the merit of having redeemed Caecina 
bimfelf out of impending peril. It is indeed cer- 
tain, that to his arrival the party owed its vigour 
and revival, and by a fuccefiful battle he had ftay- 
ed the fevere rumour and impreffions occafioned 
through the flownefs of his march. Add that all 
the foldters of the lower Germany were wholly 
attached to the ^rfon of Valens. Heince, it was. 
believed the fidelity of Caecina firft began U> fluc- 
tuate. 

For the reft, Vltellius gave not fuch ahfolute 
fcope to the Generals, but that to the humours of 
the foldiers he allowed a latitude much larger. Every 
particular changed his place in the fervtce as he 
lifted : One deftred to be enlified into the City 
Troops, and, however unworthy, was admitted be*, 
caufe he hiinfelf preferred it : Others again, deferv^ 
ing of that fervice, were fuftered to continue in 
the Legions of auxiliary Squadrons, if fuch was 
their own choice. Nor were there wanting fome. 
who chofe it, as they were afflided with diieafes, 
and full of complaints againft the intemperate heat 
of the climate. Yet from the Legions and auxili- 
ary Squadrons their principal ftrength was with- 
drawn, and the uniformity and beauty of the camp^ 
at Rome aboliihed i fmce thefe twenty thoufand 
men, drawn from the' whole army, were rather min« 
gled at random^ than chofen with difcxeton. Aa 
I 5 ViteUius 
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Vitellius was makiop; a ^^eech to Ac ffMicxs^ they 
demanded the executton of Afiaticui, Flavius^ aod 
Rufinus, Leaders amongft the Gaub ; for that thejr 
had raifed war io behalf of Vinitex. Neither did 
VitellHis repreft fuch daring damours i for, befides 
that he hadaipirit naturally iospotent and flupid, 
lie was fenfible that the day for .the donattve ap* 
proached^ and as the money ftiil was wanting, he 
«opioufly granted. the ibldiers every other concd9ioD» 
tJpoR all the Frecdmen of the foroier Emperocs^ a 
ttUnite was impofed in proportion to the number of 
tfaek flaves. lie himfelf, who was only foltcitous 
to diffipate and confound, erc£ied ftabks for the ufe 
of Charioteers, filled the Circus with ^pe&sLcks and 
combats, thoie of Gladiators;, diofe of wild beafls; 
and as in the moft flowing plenty, wantonly Icatter- 
cd treafure» 

. Moreover, Caecina and Va!em^*ift eelebrafeiog 
tfie birth- day of Vitellius, exhibited public enter- 
tainments of Gladiators in every ftreet, with tran& 
cendent pomp and parade, and till that day un- 
known*. A notable matter of joy it proved to sill the 
. IMPofligate and debauched, as to the virtuous it gave 
lore £ieuft and regret,; that in the field of Mars> 
upon altars purpofely reared^ Vitellius felenxniKed 
the obfequies of Nero» Vidims were publicly 
fiain and burnt, the torch for kkidling the iacrifice 
was. even admmiftred by the Auguftal Priefts, an 
•rder confecrated to the Julian Family by Tiberius, 
Skfr that to King Taiitus by Romuhis^ Four 
!qiontbs were not yet elapfed fince the victory for 
yitelfius was gained, and already his manumifed 
Save Afiaticus was come to equal the. Poly ckti, the 
Patrobii, and all forrner Imperial Freedmen, by 
whatever other names long fince known and abhor- 
led.. In that court no man firove to rife by virtue 
(Mr ability. One only road there wa6 to^ power^ 
WURe]y^ by the means, of cwfinaing ban^ets,^ by 
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cxCrava^aiit expeixres and efforts in beaftly luxury^ 
thus, to gorge the appetites of Vkellkis, ever 
cravtngi and never lattated.. He, who judged it 
fofliciefit ta enjoy prefent pieafure) and troubled 
bimielf with no deliberations about concernments 
future, ia believed in fo very few months, to have 
fcattered -m prodigality, near thirty miJlion^ of 
crownsr - The City, fo mighty and fo miferable, 
in the (pace of one year, bore the burden of Otha 
and of Vkellius ^ and, between fuck fons of wicls> 
cdncfs a? Vinius, . Fabius, Icelus, and Afiaticus, 
ibbfifted under a lot difgraceful and- various^ tril ta 
them . fucceedod: Mufianus and Marcellus, and^ ior 
troth,, rather di&rent men^ than difierent mea-« 
iaros. - . 

The firft revolt- ideclared to Vitcllfus wa», that 
of the third Legion, by letters from Aponius Sa*- 
turiunus, di^atched before be too had joined the 
fxarty <of Vefpafian. Yet neither had Apontu» 
tranfmitled aU and the worft> ad he himfelf wa» 
ftruck with difmay i^on a turn fo violent and fud*^ 
4en ^ and the Emperor's friend Toothing him with 
flattery, foftened the ill tidings with conitrLpflion^ 
overftrained and favourable, ^ That it wa» na 
^ more than an infurre6tton of a &ig]e Legion ;. in 
•* all the reft of the armies firm faith was fouftd.' 
Viteliius too in his fpeech to the foldiers reafoned 
in the fame ftrain, and inveighed again the Pra^to-- 
Trans lately difcharged ^ *■ As* by them, he affcrted,^ 

* lying rumours w^re publifhed, and that there 

* was no ground^ to fear a civil war/ The name 
©f Vefpafian he took care to fupprefs 5; and all over 
the Gity foWiers were roanring, with direfkions^ to 
■filenee the bruitings amongft the populace : A pre- 
xaudon which proved the chief incerttive to augment 
^tbe public rumour. 

From Germany, however, from;. Britaii* and' 

iotb Spains^ he fent for fuccours ^ but in a manner 

I 6 jaegligent 
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negligent and flow, as he ftudied to conceal the o^ - 
ceffity which prefled him. Neither in the Provinces^ 
and Commanders of the Provinces* was there found 
lefs remiflhefs and lingering. In Germany Horde* 
onius FlaccuSy who uready fufpe^ed that by the 
Batavians rebellious defigns were entertained^ was 
thence folicitous about a war which threatened 
himfelf ;^ as was Vettius Bolanus about the . pofture 
of Britain, a country never fettled in perfed com- 
pofure ; and in truth both Flaccus and Bolanus 
were wavering in their views. Nor in Spain was 
any forWardneis or expedition ihewn. Over it 
there then prefided no ruler of Confular dignity. 
The Commanders of the three Legions there, men 
equal in authority, and fuch as during the profpe- 
lity of Vitellius would have contended for priority 
\ in z&i of fubmiflion and obfervance, equally con- 
curred to defert his falling fortune. In Africa the 
Legion and Cohorts levied by Clodius Macer, and 
anon by Galba difcharged, upon coders from Vitel- 
lius returned to the fervice : The youth too of the 
Province offered themfelves to be enlifted, with iignal 
alacrity. For with great uprightnefs and popular 
favour had Vitellius ruled asProconful there; as had 
Vefpafuin in the fame quality with ignominy and 
public hate. From hence our allies drew their con- 
jedures concerning the reign of each; but the fape 
were falfified by trial. 

^ Moreover Valerius Feftus, Governor of the Pro- 
vince, promoted the zeal and inclinations of the 
feople, with exemplary fidelity at the beginning^ 
n a (hort Tpace he began to halt, and whilft to the 
eye af the public, he in letters and edids aiierted 
the caufe of Vitellius, he by fecret intelligeiKe en- 
couraged Vefpafian ; like a man who, whether this 
or thac (ide prevailed, was reiolved to maintain the 
jufiice of the ftronger. Certain foldiers and cen- 
turions as tikcy pailc4 through Rhsetia and,tbe Regi« 
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ons of Gaul, with letters and ed!£ls from Vefpafiany 
were feized and carried toVitellius, who doomed 
them to execution. A greater number, concealed 
by faithful friends, or by artifices of their own, 
cfcaped detedtion. Thus all the meafures and dif-* 
poiitions of VitelHus came to be daily known, whilft 
the counfels and fchemes of Vefpafian remained, 
for the moft part, undifcovered, at firft through the 
floth and improvidence of Vitellius, and afterwards 
the guards pofted upon the Pannonian Alps ob* 
ftruded tbe arrival of intelligence. The fea tooj. 
by the conftaht blowing of the Etefian wind, afford* 
ed a favourable paflage to tbe eaO^, but denied one 
irotn thence. 

At laft, upon the irruption of the enemy into 
the boundaries of Italy, difmal advices on all hands 
arriving, thoroughly alarmed him, and he ordered 
Caecina and Valens to prepare for taking the field. 
As Valens, who had juit then arifen from a fevere 
ficknefs, was flaid byweaknefs, Caeclna was kntr 
forward. The appearance of the German army, 
fo awful upon its late entry, proved far different 
upon this its departure: No robuftneis in their. bo« 
dies, no vigour In their fouls, their march lazy and 
flow, their ranks open and thin, their arms un* 
trimmed and loofely borne, their horfes foggy and 
lifelefs ; the men grown too delicate to bear the fun, 
or dui^, or weather, and the more liftlefs xo h^ 
hour they were, the greater propentity they bad to 
difobedience and mutiny. To the reft muft hi 
added the qualities of Cascina their Commander^ 
the arts by him long fince praAifed to court and 
humour the fbldiery, with his indolence lately ac«^ 
quired, like one by the overflowing benignity of 
fortune quite unbent to excels and riot. Or per* 
haps having already conceived defigns of treafoa 
fuid deferdon, it was an elFprt of his policy to 
break the fpirit and bravery of tbe army. Very 

many 
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inaiiy belfeved tbstf, tl»ougb tbe addreft and iiv> 
trigues of Fkvius S^binuft, and by the intenigcncy 
^f Rttbrius Gallus, the mini af Caectna came to 
\c fbaken^ uiKler aSurances that, whatever ftipu* 
ktions were made previous to bis changing of iides^ 
Vefpafun fliould confirm* He was tibewife re^ 
minded of his old jealotif/ and hate towards Fabiu» 
Valens, that being uneq.ua] to him in favour with 
Vitellius, it behoved him to think of earning, be-r 
times countenance and authority front the new 
Prince. 

Caecina, after VitelUus had embraced axti drfini&d 
bim with high marks of honour, departing front 
Rome, fent forward part of the Cavalry, to po£fefr 
themfelves of Cremomu' Ation foBowed the Vex- 
jllaries of the * fourteenth and fixteentb L^ions ; 
next the fifth and the twenty-fecond Legion$» The 
rear of the hoft was conlpoied of the one and twen- 
ikthy tafntmtd JUpasf^ and of the firft, called, lia^ 
bea^ accompanied by the Veinllarks of the three 
^ritifli Legiona, and a ehofea band of Auxiliaries^. 
After the departure of Caedna, Fabius Valen» wrote 
to thofe forces which he had been wont to lead^ 
# To flay their march and await his coming ;. for 
< that thus it had been fettled between biim and Cae* 
f cin9*' The latter, who was prefent amongft them, 
^id thence his words of more we^t with tbem^ 
feigned to themt « That this qoun&l bad been fince 
f changed, on de%n that with the whole might of 
f all their forces, they might be ready to fulbin a 
f terrible war }uft impending*'^ He therefore or^ler* 
ed the Legions to advance with difpatch to Cr^mo^ 
na, and fome part to repair to Hbftiliav He hinw 
felf turned away toRavennai^ under colour of con-^ 
fcrring with the Fle^ Anoa he puoceeded to- Pa» 

^ f^e ieems to he a imftike» which t&e Coauneiitatf^ 
^s hav^ n9t w'uk as^ c^r^mty r^wved^ 
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via, as a fecret icene prcmer for concerting the mea- 
ftirc$ of m^fm- For* JUKSii» Saflb* wh.Q fysm 

the command of a fquadron of horfe had been by 
Vitellius preferred at once to that of the two Ffeets, 
one at Ravenna, the other at Mifemim, becaufe he 
vas not prefendy appointed Captain of the Praeto- 
rian G^tards, iievenged hj« unreafonaUe animofity 
by deteftaUe treachery. Nbr can any certainty be 
had, whether be drew Oecina into his own guilty 
or whether the fame pravity qf fpirit prompted both 5 
an event ufual amongft wicked men> who being 
wicked, are altke» in accounting for this their re- 
volt, the liiftorians of the tim^ have affigned mo- 
tives apparently devifed to flatter the Flavian Fa« 
mily, under whom they compoied the relation of 
this war y namely, < That Baffus and Caecina were 
< guided by a flncfre concern for public peace, and 
*: afFeftion for the Commonwealth/ It is my oiya 
opinion, that^ befides the temper of the men, Sia- 
turally light arvJ upftcadyt befidea then: utter con- 
tempt of faith and confcience, after they had once 
betrayed their truft to 6alba, they were Iikewi& 
inftigated by jealoufy and de(pile> and that, ra- 
ther than others ihould furpafs them in intereft with 
Vitellius^ they would overthrow Vitellius himfclf. 
• Caecina having rgoined the Legions, employed 
many aiid various devices to feduce and alienate ^e 
aiFeftions of the Centurions and common foldiers^ 
of themfelves ftrongly devoted to Vitellius. By Baf-^ 
fus, who was engaged in ^ fame taik, fmaller dif- 
ficulty was found ; as the Fleet,, who remembered 
how lately they had ferved under Otho^ were very 
lupple to abandon their faith to VitelUus*. 
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fie Forces of V^fpafian, at the inftigaticn of Aoto" 
nius Primus, and under his leadings arrive in Italy 
Military tranfaSfions in feveral places^ and fm^ 
light encounters. The Fleet at Ravenna revoas i^ 
Vefpafian. , Caecina difcwers his treafonabU pser^ 
pofes^ but isfeized and imprifoned by his ^wnfoidiers. 
ul)e battle at Bedriacum ; the ^my ^ VitelKus over^ 
thrown^ yet, Jbrengthened by the acceffien (ffrefi Le* 
gions^ renew the battle^ even in the night j but are 
again overcome. The Camp at Cremona qffaultedy 
at laji taken by ft or m. The greaf /laughter there. 
Cremona itfelf Jacked and burnt down. ViteHius 
the while drowned in luxury ; his feats of cruelty : 
he ot'ders Publius Sab in us to be put in bonds^ Ju- 
nius Blsfus to be Jlain, Fabius Valens advances 
againfl Antonius, but learns the lata overthrow^ 
andjil§s attended onfy by a few : be is taken at fea. 

Commo'* 
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Ctmimetions in Britain^ in Germany^ in Dacia. 
Vcfpafian'y Gmerah march towards Rome. Vitel- 
lius orders the paffis of the Jppennine to guarded^ 
but anoHj weary of the wary makes a treaty of pa-^ 
€ification with Sabinus, Vefpalian'x brother. The 
treaty broken by the violence of the German fiUiers : 
They force Sabmus' ' to' feek refuge in the Capitol^ 
hejiegehim ihere^Jiormthe Capitol^ and hum it to ajhes.. 
The exploits ^Lucius Vitellius, the Emperor* s bro^ 
ther^ in Campania, The whole Forces of V efpafia n ^ r^ 
r/w at Rome ; which, after much refijlance andma^ 
ny encounters, they enter : The terrible havock and li^ 
centioufnefs which enjiif. The tragical death of Vi'- 
tellius. Thefe tranJa£iions all of the fame Tear. 

WITH fortune more propitious and greater 
fidelity did the Leaders of Vefpafian's 
party purfiie their meafures for war. At 
Peiovid, the winter quarters of the thirteenth Le- 
gion, they met for confultation, and there delibe* 
rated, * Whether to content themfelves with ovif 

* guarding the pafles of the Pannonian Alps, tiu 

* their forces from all quarters behind them had ad- 

* vanced in a body to join them 5 or, by a refolu- 

* tion more daring, match forward and venture a 

* ftruggle for Italy.* They who held it advifcable 
to await the arrival of fuccours, and. to protraft thd 
war, magnified « the might and renown of the Ger- 

* man Legions. Moreover there had fince arrived 

* with Vitellius the chief ftrength of the army in 
' Britain. With themfelves they had a fmaller num« 

* ber of Legions 5 thefe Legions were lately routed, 

* and though in words they were undaunted and 

* terrible, yet ftill in men once vanquifhed le/s bra- 

* very was found. But by fecuring the Alps, they 

* ihould have leifure to expert Mucianus advancing 

* with the bands of the Eaft. To Vefpafian there 

* would ftiU remain the command of the Sea, of 

* Fleets, 
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< Fleets, and of tbf Provinces, all affefiiofiato to 

< bis caufe ; a fonrce whence he might xaife mate- 

* rials ample coongb even for aoother and a frefh 
5 war. Thus, Ayy a pruJent and falatary delay, 
^ pew forces would certainly accrue, and of the 

* former none would be loft/ 

In anfwer to thefe reafoQings, Antonius Primus 
(who in truth from toe beginning had with infi- 
nite ardour incited the war) argued, « That to 
themfelvei difpatcb was altogether advantageous, 
and only pernicious to Vitellius. A greater fliare 
of floth and indolence had poilelled the conqiie- 
rors, than of valour and ferocity ; as men no 
longer inured to the regularity of a camp and 
prepared for feats of war, but fcparated all over 
the great Towns of Italy^ lefigned to idknefs 
and eale, .and dreadful to none but jtheir hofis. 
Nay, the more furious and fiern they formerly 
had been, with the more greedinefs they fwa^ 
lowed pleafures fo ravlihing and new. More* 
oyer, by haunting Theatres and the Circus, and 
following |he deSghtful paftimes at Rome, they 
were utterly foftened and 4iebauched> or by dr& 
eafes fitierly wafted. But, were time aUowed 
them, their ancient vigour would ftill return, by 
their application to the cares and purfufts of war« 
Not i^r from them lay Germany, from whence 
a fure recruit of f6rces; beyond the Chaqnelt 
Britain ; juft by, France ; af» alfo both Spaias; 
from all a ready fupply of Qien, and horfes, and 
contributions; Italy too itfelf in their pofleffioa, 
with the immenfe treafures of Rome. And 
fliould. they refolve, for prevention, to recur to 
oflenfive arms, they were furnifhed with two 
fleets, and the Illyrian Tea was open. Whal 
would then avail the ilreigbts and defence of 
^ the 9iountaios i what the procrading of the war 

* tiil ^Qtbei. firmer i_ W.]^e|'e» m id^p interval^ 

, * was 
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* was money to be had, where provifions f Doubt- 

* lefs, much better it were to improve the occafion 

* prefented by the foldiery ; for that the Pannonian 

* Legions, who had been deceived rather than van- 

* qui(hecl, were impatient to fignalize their ven- 

* geance ; and with them the armies of Moefia had 

* brought forces- diminifbed by no defeat. If upon 

* the number of men ftrefe were to be laid, rather 
^ than upon the number of Legions, in this hoil 

* was to be found fuperior flrength, nothing dif- 

* folute^ and, from a fenfe of difgrace, difcipline 

* amende^]. The horfe, in truth, were not even 

* then defeated, but, though the iffue proved un- 

* fortunate, had routed the cavalry of Vitellius. 

* Yes, two Squadrons from Pannonia and Moefia, 
^ in ' that iigbt, pierced quite through the ranks 

* of the enomy. At prcfent were united the b^n^ 
^ ners qf gxteen Squadrons ; a body who with the 

* (hock and thqnder .of the on&t, nay, with the 

* ve^ry cl^ud raifed by them, will not fail to over- 

* wheln:i aud cover yonder troops of horfemen and 
^ their horfe^y both become unacquainted witk 
^ feat^ of war. The f^me meafuces which I ad*- 

* vifc, if I am not refirained, I will purfue. You 

* who are yet free to follow fortune on either fide, 

* ftay 9nd with you detain the Legions. To me 

* a few Cohorts lightly cquipt will be fufficient. 

* Anon you will hear tlwt I have opened my way 
•' into It|dy, and fliaken the power of Vitellius, 

* Yqu will be then glad to follow, and travel in the 

* track of one who bad conquered for you/ 

Thefe and the like ftrains he uttered with eyeft 
darting fire, with a voice fierce and vehement, to 
be thence further heard, (for into the Council the 
Centurions and feveral foidiers had cooveyed them-^ 
ielvcs) and with fuch eflfeft, that he moved and in* 
fluenced even iiich as were moft cautious and pro- 
"^iiaau Theaofvd and the feftbaded hitn with 

praifes. 
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pniftt, and fcorning the refolutions o( the other! 
as Gold and fpiritlefs, extolled bioi as the only brava, 
inan, the only vigorous leader. This renown oi 
his he firft acquired In the late military aflemUyi 
vrbere the letters from Vefpafian were publicly re-*' 
cited. For, there he reafoned not, like nioft others, 
in a flile equivocal and obfcure, with intent to wreft 
the interpretation hither and thither, as intereft fliouid 
require : He appeared to have fallen into the fubje^jf 
of debate with opennefs of expreffion, free from 
all difguife, and hence became more acceptable to 
the foldiers, fince be thus offered himfelf as a Iharer 
in their lot, whether of guilt or of glory. 

The fecond to him, in authority, was Corne- 
lius Fufcua the Procurator* He too was wont to 
treat Vitellius with implacable invedives, and there- 
fore had left himfelf no room for hope upon ill fuc- 
cels» Titus Ampius Flavianus, a man both by 
nature and fold age (low and irrefolute, provoked 
the fufptcion of the foldiers, as if he too well re* 
inembered his affinity with Vitellius; as likewife, 
lor that havine upon the firft uproar of the Legions 
betaken himfelf to flight, and then of his own 
mere motion returned, he was believed to watch 
an occafion for executing fome traiterous purpofe. 
For, Flavianus, after deferting Pannonia, and ar- 
Hving in Italy at a diftance from hazard, gave way 
to a paffion for public innovations ; whence he was 
prompted to refume the command of Lieutenant 
GeneraU and to imbroil himfelf in the ftrife of 
civil arms. He was excited by the perfuafions of 
Cornelius Fufcus, out of no need that he had of 
any vigour which was in Flavianus, but only for 
the luSre of a Confular name, as an honourable 
pretence to recommend a party, juft labouring to 
rife. 

Now to render the march into Italy fecure and 
(uccefsful, letters were ient to Aponius Saturninus, 

to 
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to follow in hafte, with his army from MGefia. 
And that the Provinces, thus bereft of their armies^ 
might not lie expofed to the inroads of the barba- 
rous nations adjoining, the Chiefs of the people 
Jazyges (a nation of the Sarmatseans) that is, thofe 
amongft them who fway their Community, were 
taken into a fellowjfhip in the war, and retained in 
pay.^ They alfo dFered their populace to the fcr- 
vlce, and their power of horfe, in which only their 
whole force lies* This civility was rqeAed, left 
whilfl: we were engaged in ftruggles at home, they 
Ihould undertake to aflail us from without, or per- 
haps upon larger neward from, the oppofice fide, re- 
nounce all regard to truft and obligation. Into the 
party were drawn Sido and Icalicus, Kings of the 
Suevians, noted for their long reverence and con* 
ftant duty to the Romans ; as their people too were 
more obfervant of their plighted faith. On the fide 
towards Rhsetia guards of Auxiliaries were pofted, 
as a cpuntry breathing great hoftility to the caufe, 
and under the Government of Fortius Septtmtnus 
the Procurator, a man in his fidelity to Vitellius 
iledfafl: and incorruptible. Sextilius Felix was 
therefore fent away with the Squadron of horfe fli* 
led Juriafuij eight Cohorts, and the youth of No* 
ricum under arms, to poflefs himfelf of the bank 
of the Oenus, a river flowing between Rhastia and 
Noricum. But, while neither fide would venture 
4n engagement, the grand competition was deter- 
i?)ined elfewhere, 

Whilft Antonius, with great difpatch, condu£led 
9 body of Vexillaries taken from the Cohorts, and 
part of the horfe, to invade Italy, he was accom- 
panied by Arius Varus, an officer fignal for bravery . 
in war j which renowned chara£ler he derived from 
having ferved under Corbulo, and been engaged in 
the fuccefsful atchievements of that great Captain 
in Armenia. The fame man was faid, in fecret 

conferences 
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* grain and pay, might be conftrained to come 
< over. Mucianus, in repeated letters, urged the 
fame counfels, contending for < a vi£U>ry void of 

* {laughter, and exempt from tears and forrow \ 
ivith the like falfe colourings, but in reality from a 
paifion for gaining all the glory, and fhidying to 
referve for himfelf the intire honour of thie war. 
But, fr<Mn quarters of the world fo remote thefe 
^unfels arrived after the affairs were determined. 

. AntoniuS' therefore, making an excurfion ex- 
tremely fudden, aflaulted the quarters of the ene- 
tay^ where having in a light encounter tried their 
vigour, they parted on both fides upon equal terms. 
In a fhort fpace, Caecina pitched his camp be- 
tween Hoftilia, a village in the territory of Verona, 
and the marihes of the river Tartatus \ fecure in 
bis fituation, as behind he was defended by the river, 
on each fide by the marfh. What he wanted was 
fidelity ; elfe it was in his power, with the whole 
forces of VitelHus under his command, either to 
have utterly overwhelmed fuch a fmall band as two 
Legions, or driven them back again, and forced them 
to abandon Italy by a ihameful flight. But Caecina 
framing manifold delays, traiteroufly facrificed to 
the enemy the firft feafpn and opportunities of fight- 
ing ; continuing by letters to reprimand them, 
when by arms it was eafy to have routed them ; till 
by the intercourfe of meflengers he had fettled the 
ftipulations of his difloyalty- In the . mean time 
arrived Aponius Saturninus with the feventh Le- 
gion, named Claudiana. Over the Legion there 
commanded Vipftanus Meffalla, in quality of Tri- 
bune, a man fprung from a race fignally noble. In 
his own perfon illuftrious, and the only one who 
lipon worthy defigns engaged in that war. To 
thefe forces, no-wife equal to thofe of ViteHius, 
(for as yet they were no more than three Legions) 
C^na fent leuers. In them be condemned their 

raflmefsi 
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rafhnels, that men juft vanquiflied fliould again 
venture upon arms. The bravery of the German 
army lie difplayed in high flights of praife. His 
e^preiSons of Vitellius were fcanty and no other 
than common ; and againft Vefpaflan not a contu- 
melious word was dropt. In conclufion, nothing 
was faid tending either to tempt the enemy, or to 
terrify them. In anfwer, the Leaders of Vefpa- 
fian's forces, without excufing their paft condu£l and 
fortune, mentioned Vefpafian in firains very high 
and fwelling, exprefled mighty afiurance in their 
caufe, declared themfelves fecure of the iflTue, and 
treated Vitellius in the fiile of enemies avowed. To 
the Tribunes and Centurions they gave room to 
hope, that whatever favours they had received from 
Vitellius, they ihould ftill retain ; and, in terms 
fuiEciently plain, exhorted Caecina to defert. In a 
public aflembly of the foldiers both letters were re« 
cited, and ferved to heighten their confidence, fince 
Caecina had written in language fo fubmiffive, like 
one under awe of Vefpafian ; and their own Gene* 
rals in a ftile of fcorn, with bold and open infults 
upon Vitellius. 

Upon the arrival, thereafter, of two Legions, 
the third led by DUlius Aponianus, the eighth by 
Numifius Lupis, it was judged proper to make a 
difplay of their forces, and to draw an entrench- 
ment round Verona. As it fell to the Legion named 
Galbiana to work upon the quarter fronting the op* 
pofite camp, the fight of fome horfe of their own, 
miftaken at a diftance for the enemy, filled them 
with pannic fear. In an inftant they grafped their 
arms, and particularly againft Titus Ampius Fla- 
vianus, whom they now charged as a traitor, the 
wrath of the foldiers raged, from no indication of 
guilt 5 but^ as they had long fince borne him mor* 
tal rancour, his bloody doom was demanded with 
an uproar, like Jthat of a tempeft. In vehement 

Vol. III. K . and. 
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and repeated clamours they aocufed him, ^ as the 

* kinfman of Vitellius, a traitor to Otho, and guilty 

< of appropriating to bimfelf the donative intended 

* for them/ Liberty for defence diere was none, 
though in the pofture of a fupplicant he implored it, 
with his hands humbly extended, praftrating him- 
felf again and again, his garments rent, his face 
convulfed, and his bofom heaving with the emoti- 
ons of anguifli. To men thus enraged, even this 
bis woe, proved a frefii incentive, as if by dread fo 
cxceffive he bewrayed his guilt. Aponius, as he at- 
tempted to fpeak, was filenced by the cries of the 
loldiers. In clamours too, and fierce noife they 
refufed to hear the reft. To Antonius only their 
ears were found open : For, befides the talent of 
eloquence, and his arts in foothing a multitude, he 
was withal of great weight and ellimation amongfl 
them. He, when the fedition was growing extreme 
and tragical, and from bitter words and revilings 
they proceeded to deeds of violence and the fword, 
ordered Flavianus to be caft into irons. The fol- 
diers perceived the evaiion, and forcing away fuch 
as guarded the Tribunal, were about to perpetrate 
the murder. Antonius opppfed them with his 
fword drawn, with proteftations that he himfelf 
would firft periih by their hands or his own -, and 
where-ever he efpied any particular men known to 
him, or di(lii)gui(hed by the ornaments of their 
ftation in the army, all (uch he called by name to 
alTift him. Then turning towards the Enfigns and 
military Deities, he befought them, < That upon the 

< armies of their enemies they would rather pour 

< that blind fury, and that fpirit of diilention.* 
By this means the fedition came to fubftde, and the 
day now clofing, they all dropped oflF to their fcve- 
ral tents. That very night Flavianus departed, 
and, on his way to Vefpafian, met letters from 
bii»i Tuch as left him no longer any caufe of fear. 

The 
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The Legions, as if they had run mad with fome 
inkStious frenzy, next ailailed Aponius Saturninus, 
General of the forces from Moefia, with outrage 
the more implacable, for that they began not as 
before, when fatigued with the toil and duty of the 
day, but burft into this infurre£lion at noon, pro- 
voked by certain letters difpcrfed abroad, which 
Saturninus was believed to have written to Vitel- 
lius. As amongft the foldiers of old, to furpafs each 
other in modefiy. and feats of valour was their onljr 
contention, they 4it this time vied in impudence 
and mutinies : Hence they refolved, that they wouhd 
demand the execution of Aponius with no lefs 
boldnefs and violence than they had that of Flavi- 
anus. For, as the Mcefian Legions urged, that in 
procuring vengeance to the Pannonian, they them- 
lelves had affifted ; and, as the Pannonian Legions 
appeared to think, that by the fedition of others 
their own was obliterated ; both rejoiced in repeat- 
ing their guilt- To the gardens where Saturninus 
was retired, they ftreight proceed : Nor to Antonius, 
nor to Aponianus nor, to Meffalla, though they 
ufcd every effort, did he fo much owe his deliver- 
ance as to a hiding place fingularly obfcure, by 
having conveyed himfelf into the furnaces of fome 
baths by chance not then ufcd. Anon having dif- 
miffed his LiSors, he retired to Padua, When the 
Leaders of Confular name were withdrawn, to An- 
tonius alone remained the power and fway over both 
armies, by the conccffion of bis equals, the other 
Commanders of Legions, and by tbe bent and par- 
tiality of the foldiers. Neither were there wanting 
thofc vvho believed both ihefe feditiorls to have been 
moved by the intrigues of Antonius, that upon him- 
felf alonfe might devolve the glory and emoluments 
of the w^,^ 

Neither in the part of Vitellius were their fpirits 

found more pacific, and compofed i nay, amongfl 

K-2 them 
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them prevailed convulfions more fatal, as their diA 
orders arofe not from Aifpicions harboured by the 
crowd, but from the infidelity €>f their Leaders. 
The Marines at Ravenna, already wavering in their 
inclinations, as the greater part were natives of 
Dalmatia and Pannonia, (provinces engaged to Vel^ 
paiian) were gained over to his party by the influ* 
ence of Lucilius Bafliis, Commander of the Fleet 
at that City. For the execution of the treafbn the 
night was chofen, that the authors of the revolt 
onlymight, unknown to the reft, ailemble in the 
quarter of arms. Baflus, whether he were aflia- 
med, or whether he feared what the iiTue might 
prove, awaited the fuccefs privately at home. The 
Captains of the Gallies fell upon the Images of Vi- 
tellius, demolifiiing them with-terrible uproar, and 
after fome few who refitted were flaughtered, the 
reft of the crowd, from fondnefs for public changes 
efpoufed the caufe of Vefpafian. Then went forth 
Lucilius, and publicly owned that from his counfels 
and orders the defeaion had fprung. The Fleet 
for their Commander chofe Cornelius Fufcus, who 
made quick difpatch thither. BaiTus, under cufto- 
dy, but honourably treated, was conveyed by fome 
light veflels to Hadria, and by Mennius Rufinus, 
who commanded a Squadron in garrifon there, 
thrown into bonds, but prefently releafed upon the 
arrival of Hormus, Freedman to Vefpafian : For, 
be too was confidered in the rank of General Of- 
ficers. 

Cascina, when he found that the revolt of the 
Navy was divulged, aflembled in the quarter of 
arms all the principal Centurions and a fmall num- 
ber of common foldiers, whilft the reft were iiC- 
perfed upon th^ feveral duties of the fervice ; for, 
be warily chofe the feafon of moft (blitude in ' the 
camp. He there extolled < the magnanimity of Vef^ 
< pafian, and die power of bis party« The Fleet, 

•the 
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f the magazine of provifions, was revolted ; both 
^.Spains, and all the Gauls, were enemies dedsir- 
< ed ; upon Rome, where nothing was found, there 

* could be no reliance :' with the like reprefentation^ 
concerning Vitellius, all in the worft colours. He 
then forthwith gave them^ the oath to Vefpafiant 
and they who were his accomplices fetting an ex* 
ample, the reft, aftoniihed and d {(concerted by an 
event fo fudden and ftrange, took it after them. At 
the fame inftant the Images of Vitellius were pulled 
down and defaced, and meflengers difpatched to ae* 
quaint Antonlus with the whole. But as foon 39 
through the whole camp news of the defeat were 
fpread, the foldiers flocked to the quarter of arms ^ 
and^ as they beheld the name of Vefpafian fet.up, 
the effigies of Vitellius flung down, the firft cffe<5t 
of their Turprize was a fllence altogether profound 
and univerfal ; then, in a moment, there burft out, 
as from one mouth, a tcn^rent of refentmeiit and 
expoftulations. < Was the glory of the German 
^ Army fallen thus low, that without fighting a 

* battle, without receiving a wound, they ihould 

* yield their hands to be bound, like men vanqui£h« 
*. ed, or furrendcr their arms like captives ? For in 
' truth what Legions had they to dread ? were they 

* not the Legions already routed ? and even from 

* theie were wanting the firft and the fourteenth, 
*. who conflituted the only ftrength of Otho's ar- 

* my, yet whom, in the fame field, they had rout- 

* ed and overthrown : that thence they themfelves, 

* yea, fo many thoufand men fo brave and armed, 

* might now be prefentcd to Antonius, a fugitive 

* and exile, like a drove of flaves expofed to fale in 

* a market : As if eight Legions were to accrue as 
*. fuccours, to a fingle Fleet. Such was the good 
^ pleafure of fiafllis, fuch that of Caecina ; that 

* after they had diverted the Emperor of his houfes, 
' of his gardens, of his treafures, they would alfb di- 

K 3 ^ vcft 



199 THE HISTORY Booltin. 

< veft him of his foldiers, though in their force 

* not impaired, in their peribns no wife maimed, 

• but in full vigour ; thus to be rendered ckfpn 

• cable even in the eyes of Vefpafian's party. To 
^ fuch as fhould thereafter ask them either con- 

* cerning their exploits and fuccefs, or their lofles 

* and difafters, what anfwer ihottid they be able 

♦ to make?* Thefe were the cries of each, thcfe 
the cries of the whole, all fiercely uttered, fuit- 
ably to the indignation felt by each particular : 
And with the fifth Legion who began, the reft rea- 
dily concurred, in rcpacing the images of Vitel- 
Itus, and putting Qecina in irons. For their Lea- 
ders they chofe Fabius Fabullus, Commander of 
♦he fifth Legion, and Caflius Longus, Camp Mar- 
(hal. Certain Marines belonging to the three light 
Gallies, they butchered; men unapprizcd of what 
had paffed, free from guilt or dcfign, and only 
through hazard faHing m their way. They relin- 
quiflied their camp, and breaking thje bridge, march- 
ed back again to Hoftilia, from thence to Cremo- 
na, thereto rejoin the firft Legion rtzmtd Itahca^ 
and the one and twei^tieth ficnroied Rapaxj which 
Csecina had fent forward with part of the cavalry ta 
lake pofleflion of Cremona. 

When thefe tranfaftbns were known to Anto- 
nrus, he refolved forthwith to attack the enemy 
thus raging with animofities, and divided in their 
forces, ere the Leaders bad recovered authority, the 
(bldiers their difcipline and difohedience, or the 
Legions fpirit and boldnefs by uniting. For he 
imagined that Fabius Valens muft ere now have left 
Rome, and would upon learning the defertion of 
Caecina, travel with great celerity. Moreover Fa- 
bius bore firm faith to Vitellius, and was no novice 
in war. Befides, it was feared that a huge hoft of 
Germans were advancing through Rhaetia; and 
VitelHus had ordered fiiccours to repair out of Bri^ 

tain. 
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tain, and Gaul, and Spain ; the whole a (borce of 
ivar terrible and confuming, had not Antonius, in 
dread of this very thing, by haftening tx) engage^ 
antieipatjBd the vidlory. With his whole army he 
marched from Verona, and the next evening en- 
camped at Bedriacum. The day following, he 
fent abroad his auxiliary Cohorts into the territo^ 
ries of Cremona, that under colour of fupplying 
the army with provifions, they might become har- 
dened in the pra£tice of civil plunder. The Legi-* 
ons were detained the while, to fortify the camp« 
He himfelf at the head of four thoufand borfe, tra- 
velled eight miles from Bedriacum, thence to afford 
the Cohorts greater fecurity and latitude in their 
ravages. The flouts, according to cuftbm, were 
at a g-reater diflance, intent upon difcoveries. 

It wa6 now about the fifth hour of the day, when 
there arrived one upon a fleet horfe, with tidings, 

* that the enemy approached ; before the reft a 
< fmall band advanced ; and, on every fide wa» 

* heard the agitation and tumult of their march/ 

Whilft Antonius was concerting what liieafures 

to take, Arrius Varus forward to acquit himfelf a 

notable cfiampion, ruflied out with a party of the 

refolute horfe, and routed the front of the etttmy^ . 

yet with fmall daughter $ fince, as there flew many 

to fupport their fellows, th^ fortune of the encoun« 

ter changed, and whoever had been keened in pur- 

fulng, proved only the laft in flying. Nor indeed 

was this hafty ftep taken by the approbation of 

Antonius, who judged that the ifllie would be fudi 

as it happened. He now e^^horted thofe about him, 

to prepare with undaunted fpirit, for battle, and 

pofiing his troops upon each hand, left a paflage 

between for the reception of Varus and his horfe- 

men. To the Legiona orders were difpatched to 

wm: Over the country notice to the Cohorts wast 

every where given, to. quit their piDage^ and hafte» 
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the fevofal nearcft vnjt to the combat. Varus in 
the mean time, in terrible af&ight, bad conveyed 
bimfelf into the thickeft of his band, and upon 
them brought general dread. Thus ihey ^wbo were 
routed, not the wounded only but fuch as bad re- 
ceived no hurt, were all miferably ftruggling under 
their own fears, and with ways ftrait and obftruded. 
No part belonging to the duty of an undaunted 
commander or to that of a moft courageous ibidier, 
4id Antonius omit during this confiernation. Such 
as were difmaved he animated, fuch as had recoiled 
he ftayed. Where-ever the greateft efforts were 
required, where-ever any hope was prefented, he rea- 
dily affifted, here with counfel and orders, there 
with his fword ; to the >enemy remarkable by his 
voice, to his own foldiers manifeft in perfon. At 
laft to fuch a degree of fervour he was tranfported, 
that with his javelin he transfixed a flandard- bearer 
who was flying, and feizing the (landard, with it 
inflantly confronted the foe. An hundred, and no 
more, ilruck with fhame to defert their General, 
returned to the fight. From the place where they 
fought they drew their advantage and relief; for 
the way was but, narrow, and the river too running 
behind (now that the bridge was broken) by its 
high banks and uncertain depth, interrupted the 
flight. This neceflity, or perhaps fortune, reftored 
the forces of Vefpafian juft finking under a defeat. 
Firmly compacted together, they fuilained, with 
ranks clofe and impenetrable, the aflauks of Vitel- 
liiis his men, who pouring in, like a ra(h and di(^ 
orderly multitude, were inftantly repulfed and dif-* 
mayed. Antonius urged their diforder, purfued the 
difcomfited, broke and overthrew fuch as flood. 
The reft, the while, betook themfelves to plunder, 
to make captives, or to feize horfes and arms, 
ju(l as their feveral inclinations prompted them. 
Such too were the fiiouts of joy as to reach thofe 
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whom fear an,d flight had jitft before fcatfercd over 
the country ; and they now returned to ihare in the 
viftory. 

Four miles from Cremona were deicried the re« 
fulgent Eagles of two l»cgions, Rapax and Italica* 
Thus far they had come, encouraged by the fuccefir 
of their cavalry, who, in the firft encounter, fa^ad 
proved vi(9orioi|$. But when fortune chan^ed^ 
they would not open their ranks, would not aS>rd 
reception to their un fort mate friends, beaten^ and 
flying ; ivould not advance .towards the enemy, nor 
take the opportunity of falling upon forces /pent 
with fighting and long purfuit ; an opportunity 
which probably might have rendered them vi&orious^ 
In truth, during profperity they perceived not fo 
fenfibly the ufe of a General, as in adverfity that 
tliey wanted him. Upon this body already fluAu« 
a:ing and irreiblute, the conquering cavalry made 
an onfet, fupported by Vipftanus Meiialla with the 
Auxiliaries from Moefia, who, however fuddenly 
they had been levied, were in feats of war deemed 
equal to the foldiers of the Legions. Moreover 
the neighbouring walls of Cremona, the furer hopes 
of refuge they yielded them, left them fo much the 
lefs fpirit to maintain the ccnflif^. 

Neither did Antonius further urge his vidory: 
He was mindful of the condition of his men and 
horfes, wa&ed with heavy fatigue, and afRtded with 
many wounds, in a battle which, however fuccefs- 
ful in t(ie ifTue, had proved fo doubtful and peril- 
lous. In the clofe of the evening arrived the whole 
power of Veipafian's army. As they marched over 
hills of ilain, and through the moniuments and tra*^ 
CCS of a carnage fo recent, they concluded the war 
to be completely finifhed, and infified to be led di- 
rectly to Creniona, either to bring thefe vanqutfhed 
foice$ to furrender^ or to force the place. Xhk 
K 5 was 
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was the pbufiUt langiuige vdikh tfaey nfed opcoij t 
But privatdy Cfcrjr par&itlar reafoiwd with likii>* 
ielf in the lemis fidiowtog ;. ^ That die Gity^ as 
^ it was litiaaled in a plain, night be taken bf 

* Aomu In fofctng an entrance in the dark, thejr 
^ fliould be prompted with the fame icfohition, an<i 

* have greater latititde for fpoiling. Now if they 
^ awaited Ae return of dajr, prefentty fupfrftcatioDs 
€ would be ofieied, prefendy peace woidd be ac««' 
«. cepted; and for their toSs and wounds they 
^ Ihould only reap renown and the prake of cle« 
^ mency, barren gratifications; but to the Cbmman- 
« ders of Legions and principal Officers would ae- 
^ crue the wealth of Cremona r Since to the fol- 

* diers belonged the plunder of a town taken by the 
^ fword, as to the Leaders, when gained by fiir- 

* render.* The authority of their Tribunes and 
Centurions they utterly flighted; and to drown 
the voice of any one who offered to leafoa with 
ihem^ they thundered with their arms, ready to re- 
Bounce all command unleft they were forthwith 
kdon. ^ 

Antonius bailing now, conveyed himfelf into the 
crowd, after he had by his prefence and authority 
procured (lience, declared, ^ That of no part of their 

* glory, of no part of their recompence (ought he 

* to deprive men fo well dcfervingr but between 

* an army and its Leaders the duties were fiiared 

* and diftind. To the (bldiers it aj^rtained to 

* dare danger, ta long for the combat. The Gc* 

* nerak (hewed their excellence in providing againft 
< exigencies, in concerting judicious meafures ; nay, 

* oftener by patience and procrailinationi, than by 
^ hafte and hazard, their fuccefs was obtained. As 

* he had, at the peril of his life, and by the dint of 

* his fword, promoted the late viflory with all bis 
^ mighty hie; was ready to x^fitrihitfe the affiftanee 

*ef 



BookUL OP TACITUS. aoj 

« of his counfek and opinioh ; parts eflential to a 
^ General. In* truth, the difficulties to be en- 
^ countered, admitted no quellion or doubt ; name-^ 
^ ly, the night, the unknown ittuation of the city, 
^ the enenl^y niafters df it, on all hands opportuni- 

* ties for circumvention and ambufh. Enter, ii» 
« truth, they ought not, eren though the gates werr 

* thrown open, eveo though it were full day, till? 

* after fure feartb and mtelligence* Would they 

* indeed b^in the aflault, while yet bereft of light 
« to difcover where lay the moft eafy and acceffi- 

* ble places, o^ what was tlie height of the walls f 

« Or before it was determined whether the city-' 

* were to be attacked by nviffive engines and flights 

* of darts,' or by works and machines for battery r 
Then turnipng round to particulars, he enquired 
of eachy ^ If with him he had brought a hatchet, 

* a pick^ax, and other utenfils for befieging towns ? 
As they owned that they had not; he cried, 

* With fwords and fpears alone can any hands pof- 
« fibly break through and overthrow City walls ? 

* Should we be conftrained to throw up a rampart ; 

* (hould it prove neceflary to fhelter ourfelves un- 

* der pent-houfes of boards, and feeds of hurdles : 

* muft we notj in fuch diftrefs, remain like the 

* vulgar herd, ever thoughtkfe and improvident, 

* knpotently flaring at the tofty towers and ftrowg:. 

* bulwarks of our enemies ? Better it is to delay 

* for one ni^t ; and when our warlike engines and 
^ machines arf brought, carry with us power and 

* viftory/ 

At tbe fame tnft^nt he difpattrhed to BedrFacum 
the attendants and followers of the camp, accom- 
pam'ed by the freflieft' of the cavalry, to bring a 
luppty of provifions, witb whatever dfc the prefcnt 
exigency required* As the foldiers could not bear 
this but witb impatience and regret, an infurre&ion 
fm juft b^inning, when foaae bor&meny who 
K 6 bad 
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had advanced dofe to the walls t>f Cremona, feized 
certain ftragglers from thence. By them a difcove* 
fj was made, ^ That fix Legions belonging Co Vi- 

* teUius, and the whole hoft which had quartered at 
« Hoftilia, having learnt the defeat of their fellows, 

* had that fame day marched thirty miles, and were 

* Jufi approaching arrayed for battle.' The minds 
of the men, otherwifc ftubborn and ungovernable, 
upon this terrible alarm, became [diant and open to 
the counfel of their Commander. The third Legi- 
on he ordered to poft themfelves upon the Pofihtt- 
snian highway. Adjoining to it, upon the left, 
flood the feventh, called Galbiana^ in the plain ; 
next to this the feventh, named Claudiofuij to which 
a common ditch, fuch as the country prefented, 
Served for an intrenchment. Upon the right was 
placed the eighth, in fields open to the great road ^ 
then the thirteenth, interfperfed in a clofe copfe. 
Such was the difpofition of the feveral Eagles and 
Enfigns of the Legions. The fbldiers were inter- 
mixed in the dark, at the allotment of chance. 
Next to the third Legion ftood the banner of the 
Praetorians ; the auxiliary Cohorts upon the wings i 
and the Cavalry covered the flanks and the rear. 
Sido and Italicus from Suevia, at the head of a 
choice band of their nation, ferved in the forentioft 
ranks. 

Now the army of Vitcllius, who in all diicretion 
ought to have refled at Cremona, and, having by 
meat and flcep recovered their vigour, befet the 
enemy next day, and puffaed them to an overthrow, 
while /pent and difabled with cold and fefting ; yet, 
wanting a ruler, and deftitute of counfel, about 
the third hour of the night, rufli precipitately upon^ 
the forces of Vefpafian already prepared and even 
embattled. Under what form they came on to the 
afiault, 1 dare not undertake to explain,^ difordered 
as it was by darkoeis and their own rage s though 

others 
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others have recounted^ that the fourth Legiocr, 
named JI4a£edanica, occupied the right wing i that 
the fifth and fifteenth, ftrengthened with the Vex* 
iUaries cf the ninth, the fecond, and twentieth, 
(all three Britifli L^ions) conftituted the main 
battle^ and, that the iucteenth, the two and twen- 
tieth, and^diefirft, furniOied the left wing. The 
ibldiers of thofe called Rapax and Italica^ had 
mingled themfelves throughout all the companies. 
The cavalry and auxiliary bands chdfe their own 
ftation. During the whole night the combat held 
uncertain, ihifcing, and tragical; nqw deftrudiive 
to thefe, axion to thofe. Nothing availed bravery, 
nothing flrength, nor, in truth, the eyes, how de- 
prived of diicernment. In both boils the arms 
were alike, and the watch word of each, by being 
frequently aiked and repeated, became known to 
the other. Intermingled without diflindion were 
the ftandards, juft as oppofite parties could feize 
them from their enemies, and pull them hither 
and thither. Moft forely befet was the feventh 
Legion, one lately enrolled by Galba. Out of it 
fix Centurions of principal rank were ilain, and 
fome of the cnfigns were taken. The Eagle itfelf 
Atilius Verus had preferved ; he was xhief Centu- 
rion, who in its defence flew heaps of the enemy, 
and at laft perilhed himfeif^ 
. To his finking battalions Antonius* adminiftered 
fcipport, by calling to their affiftance the body of 
Praetorians. They at the firft Encounter repulfed 
the foe, and anon fufiered a rcpulfc. For, the fol- 
diers of Vitellius had now removed their miffive 
engines, and planted , them upon the ridge of the 
Pofthumian way, that thence with more room and, 
over the clear fields they might difcharge their dead- 
ly contents, which bcifore flew at random, and, 
Without annoying the foe, finote the bufiies. One 
of amazing bulk^ of the igxt called Balifia^ be- 
longing 
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longing to the fifteenth Legion, oirerdirew the ene* 
my's ranks, hy pouring upon them mafiy fione» ; 
amd deftru^ion more extenfive had followed, but 
for two common foldiers, who adventured upon 
an exploit of fignal renown. From amongft the 
flatn they furniihed themfdves with ihiefdsy and 
paffing undtfcovered, cut the Kgatures smd fpnngs 
of the engines. Tbey were indeed prefendj flaugb- 
tered, and thence their names have perilhed : Of 
the aSion itfelf, no doubt is made. To ireither 
fide was fortune yet leaning, when the night being 
well nigh fpent, the moon rifing prefented the con- 
tending armies to fight, but deceived the eye. More 
favourable however flie proved to that of Vefpafian, 
as flie flione upon their backs; for, againft the 
ihadows of the men and herfes, tbus magnified^ 
as againft their real bodies, the darts and arrows of 
the enemy were deceitfully direacd, and fell ere 
they reached their aim. The bands of Vitellius, 
who from the refleflion in front ftood dear in view^ 
were expofed quite defencelefs and furprized to be 
galled by men who thus aimoyed them as it were 
from a hiding place. 

Antonius, therefore, now that he could diftm- 
guifli his own men, and be by them diftinguiihed,. 
fet himfelf to animate them feverally by different in* 
ftigations, feme by Ihame and reproof, many byap* 
plaufe and exhortation, all by hopes and promifes.. 
The Legions from Pannonia he a&ed, ^ Fronr what 

* motive they had again betaken themfclves to- 
*- arms I This was the field in whkh they might 

* obliterate the ftain c^ their former di%race ;: here 

* they might recover their gJoryJ Then tuming 
to thofe from Moefia, he roufed them, * As the mem 
^ who began the revolt, and were the firft movi»» 
*- of the war*. In vain they had defied the powers^ 

* of Vitellius with- big words r and. menaces^ ifc they 
«- could xM beac tfaeu logJos. and bl^vs^'^ la ^is. 

manMF 



Bookin. OF TACITUS, 207 

manner be reaibned with fuch as he happened to ac« 
coft. To the third Legion be dHcourfed more co- 
pioufly, and ta their memory recaHed their feats of 
renown ancient and late ; « How under Anthony 
< they had overthrown the Parthtans^ under Cor^^ 

* bulo the Armenians ; and not long (ince dHcom* 
f fited the Sarmatians/ He next applied, with 
great warmth to the Praetorians, ^ For you ; faid 

* he, if you conquer not now» what other Gene* 

* ral will ever receive you, what other camp will 

* admit you, who are no longer foldiers, but de* 

* graded I Yonder amongft ttS foes «rc your ban- 

* ners and your arms, and yonder, if you are van* 

* quiflied, death abides you ; for, of your (hame 

* you have already fecn the end/ There enfued 
from every quarter cries and ihoutings ; and juft 
then the third Legk)n, according to the Cuftom in 
Syria, paid their adoration to the rifing fun» 

From this incident a rumour lew, whether for* 
tuitou3 or contrived by the General, * That Muci- 

* anus was arrived, and between the armies mutual 

* falutations ha* paflcd/ Inftantly they preffed t<> 
a clofer charge, as if really reinforced by frefli fuc* 
eours* In truth, VitelKus his hoft were already 
become loofer and disjointed ; as men who without 
a Leader to controul them, clofed or opened juft as 
particulars were moved by the impulfe of their own 
duty or fear. When Antonius perceived them dif-* 
ordered and plying^ he puihed them vehemently 
with a ftrong and condenfed band ; and their rank^ 
yielding, were utterly broken : nor was it poffible 
to reftore them, as they were embarraffed and ob« 
firuded by their own carriages and engines^ The 
conquerors too» eager to purfue, covered in parties 
the whole way. The more fignal was this flaugh* 
ter» for that in it a fon flew his father- I (hall here 
lecount the hSt and the names of the men^ as the 
&ms are reoorded by Vipftano^ Meilalla^ Julius 
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Manfiietus, a native of Spain, lifting in the Legion 
called Rttpaxy left behind him at home a fon, then 
a boy, who afterwards growing up, and having 
been under Galba enrolled in the feventh Legion, 
happened here to confront his father, and wounded 
him fo^hat he felL Whilft he rifled this his parent 
juft' expiring, he was by him known, and knew 
him agaiA. He then embraced his pale coarfe, and 
with a voice doleful and fad, fupplicated the manes 
of his father * to be atoned, nor to hold him in 
• horrour as a parricide ; upon the public only 
f the crime was to be charged ; and in a general 
< tumult of civil arms poor and fmall was the part 
« of a (inele foldier/ He at the fame time lifted 
up the body, digQ;ed a grave, and towards his pa- 
rent discharged the laft duty. Such who were 
neareft ' obferved what pafled,. as did then many 
more. Hence through the whole hoft the wonder- 
ful accident flew, with many waitings, and with 
bitter execration upon a war thus unnatural and 
barbarous* Yet with never the more reludlance 
they proceeded firft to butcher, then to fpoil their 
kinfmen, their relations, nay, their brethren. They 
tell what a crying iniquity has been done, and do 
it. 

Upon their approach to Cremona, there pre- 
fented itfelf a taflc altogether new and immenfe. In 
the war againd Otho, the foldiers from Germany 
had pitched their camp quite round the walls, and 
quite round their camp had drawii a great trench ; 
and to this too had fince added frefli bulwarks. At 
fight of all thefc the conquerors were checked, and 
hefitated, as in truth their Leaders were unreiolved 
what direflions to give- To proceed to the aflault 
with an army already wafted and weary with the 
continued toils of a day and a night, were an en- 
terprize full of difficulty i and, as no fuccour or 
refuge was nigh, it were full of danger« If they 
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Diould return to Bedriacum, intolerable were the 
Fatigue from a journey ib long, and vain and abor- 
tive ^would then prove their vidory gained. Should 
they here ftay and encamp, this too was a courfe 
to be dreaded fo near the enemy ; for that by a fiid- 
den ially he might attack and diftrefs the men when 
difperied and employed in their works. Above all 
their apprehenfions was that adminiftered by their 
own (bldiers, men apter to tempt perils than to bear 
delays. To them aJl meafures that were fafe were 
didaftefu]^ and in feats of temerity they placed 
their hopes; fo that for all the flaughter which 
they fuftered, for all their gorings, and their blood 
fpilt, they found lull compenfation in the lufl and 
fruition of Ipoil^ 

To this humour Antonius yielded, and ordered 
the ibldiers, in the form of a ring, to inveft the 
entrenchment for an equal aflaulr. At firft the 
confiifl was maintained by diftant vollies of ftones 
and arrows; whence the foreft havock fell upon 
the forces of Vefpafian, as againft them blows 
were dealt with 'force fuperior from above. Anon 
he affigned difierent ftations to the fevefal Legions, 
round the ramparts and againft the feveral gates; 
that by thus dividing the talk into lots the coward 
might be diftingui(hed from the brave, and a com- 
petition for glory animate all. To the third Le- 
gion and the feventh belonged the quarter facing 
the road to Bedriacum ; as did that upon the right 
hand to the eighth and the feventh, named Clau-^ 
diana. The ardour of the thirteenth Legion car- 
ried them dire£^Iv to the Port towards Brixia. 
There enfued a ftiort refpite, till from the neigh- 
bouring fields were brought fpades and pickaxes by , 
fome, by others hooks and ladders. Then railing 
their ihields over their heads, and thence forming 
a continued ihcU, under its (belter they advanced 
to she foot pf the bulwarks. Qn both fides was 
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poflefled the iiiiliury proweTs of Romans : The 
bands of Vitdlius hurled down quanaties of migh- 
ty ftooes ; and as the fiiell, thus battered, became 
loofe and tottering, with ^ars and IcMig poles they 
pierced and rent it, till they had thus quite dif* 
folved the contexture of the (hields ; then beat to 
the ground the men beneath, and flaughtered or 
noaimed them with huge havock. 

The oniet began to fiacken and difcontinue, till 
the Leaders who Sound the foiditrs exhaiifted, and 
unmoved by exhortations barren of profit, pointed 
to Crenrana, and offered it as their fpoiL Whether 
by Hormus this device was ftarted, as MelTalia 
recounts, or whether more credit 4)e due to the au- 
thority of Caius Plinius, who charges it upon Ai>- 
tonius ; is a doubt which I cannot eafily clear. I 
fliall only fay that, even in this proceeding, horrible 
as it was, neither did Antonius^ nor did Hormus^ 
ID the leaft vary from the courfe of their paft lives 
and tnfiuny. Thus encouraged, nothing could fcare 
or retard the men ; regtrdlefe of wounds and blood, 
they laboured to demolifli the rampart, preffid and 
battered the gates, ftood upon the (boulders of one 
another, climbed upon the fliell of fhields now re- 
fiored, and feized the weapons in the hands of the 
•nemy, nay, the hands too which held them. To<* 

gather headlong tumbled the hale and the maimed, 
ch as were h^f dead with fuch as were juft dying, 
and together perifhed under various forms : So that 
here, in all its ghaftly views, the horrors of death 
were diiplayed^ 

By the feventh Legion and the third, the fierceft 
eonflid yns maintained* The General too; An* 
feonius, with a fele£b detachment of Auxiliaries, ex« 
crted himfelf in the fame quarter. When the party 
of Vitdlius were no longer able to fufiatn the fllock 
of men all obftinately combined to fucceed or die, 
and as their difchar^es from above wera all diffipated 

by 
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by the fltell of Ihields below ; they at laft hurled 
down upon the affailants the miflive engine itfelf,^ 
huge and p9nderous as it was. As this failed not 
to crufh and overwhelm thofe upon whom it fell, 
fo in Its own overthrow it involved that of the 
pinnacles and ridge of the ramparts. At the fame 
inftant the tower adjoining yielded to the continual 
vollies of ftones, and fell. Whilft here the fevenih 
Legion, formed into a band fbarp in front, ftrove 
to enter, the third with their fwords and axes broke 
the gate. That Caius Volufius, a foldier of the 
third Legion, was the jirft who forced an entrance^ 
is apparent from the concurrence of all hiftorians. 
He having mounted the rampart, puflied down alL 
who refifted, and by his hand and his voice mani- 
fefting himfelftohis fellows, erred aloud that the 
camp was. taken. The refl theri burft in : for Vi- 
tettius his men, now reduced' to utter difmay, were 
already leapfng with great hurry from the battle- 
ments. With the bodies of the (lain was filled the 
whole {pace between the camp and Cremona. 

Here again was prefented a new fcene of diffi- 
culties and fatigues, the walls of the City mighty 
and high, ftrong towers of ftone, the gate fecuredj 
with vaft bars of iron, the foldiers already brandifh- 
ing their inftruments of deftruftion, the inhabit 
tants numerous and devoted to the party of Vitel- 
lius, in the town a great part of Italy a&mbled at 
the Fair now holden there upon ftated days : An 
incident which to thofe who defended it yielded 
matter of fuccour, becaufe of the multitude ; and> 
to thofe who attacked it, matter of fttmulation, 
becaufe of the prey. Antonius ordered fire to be im* 
mediately fet to all the mod fumptuous and beautiful 
buildings in the neighbourhood of the City ; if per- 
adventure the people of Cremona might, by fee- 
ing their poffefEons deftroyed, be induced to change 
their allegiance. Into fuch houfes as ftood near the 

walls^ 
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walls and in height exceeded the battlements, he 
conveyed all his braveft men, enow to fill the upper 
ftories ; from whence with rafters, tiles and flaming 
torches they drove away all who made oppoHtion. 

Already the Legions had compa£led and formed 
thcmfelves into a (hell, whilft others were now 
pouring volleys of ftones and darts, when the bra- 
very of the Vitellian bands began by little and lit- 
tle to droop. Each, in proportion as he excelled 
in rank, was forward to yield to fortune: They 
feared that, were Cremona too once ftormed, there 
would be no longer room for pardon left, and all 
the fury of the conquerors would recoil, not upoil 
the rabble of foldiers, bare anfl indigent, but uix)n 
the Tribunes and Centurions, men whofe blood 
promifed bootv. The common men, who beyond 
the prefent tnink not» and from the lowneu of 
their lot derive the greater fafety, perfifted in their 
oppofition. They roved through the ftreetSy or 
lay retired in the houfes, and fought not peace 
eveo at a time when they had dropped all efforts of 
war. The chief officers aboliflied the naipe and 
images of Vitellius: From Cscina too they re- 
moved his bonds (for even then he was under 
them) and befought him to plead in their behalf for 
mercy. As he denied their fuit, and fwelled with 
fiaughtinefs and fcorn, they perfevered to impor- 
tune him, with many tears : The laft inftance furely, 
and the higheft of affli£tion and abafement, when 
to many brave men were reduced to fupplicate the 
fuccour of a traitor. Next they hung from the 
walls the facred hoods and veils from the temples ; 
and, when Antonius had ordered all violence to 
be flayed, they bore forth their Eagles and Banners. 
After followed the forrowful hoft without their 
arms, and with their eyes fattened to the ground. 
Around them gathered the conquerors, and at firft 
iflfulted them with fevilipgs, nay, were near chaftifmg 

them 
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them with blows : Yet> as it was perceived how 
tamely the vanquUhed prefented their perfons and 
Faces to all indignities, how they had relinquiflied 
all pride and fiercenefs, and bore with fignal pati- 
ence all their calamities, it began to be remem- 
bred, that thefe were the fame men, who having 
gained the late victory at Bedriacum, had tempered 
their fuccefs with lenity. But as foon as Caecina 
approached, arrayed and attended with Lidors and 
the Robe of State, and pafied in the pomp of Con- 
ful through a lane purpofely made in the throng, 
rage feized the conquering hoft. They bitterly up- 
braided him for his pride, and for his cruelty ; nay, 
fuch is the abhorrence naturally annexed to deeds 
of villainy, that they even upbraided him for his re- 
volt. Antonius checked their violence, and furnifh- 
ing him with a guard, fent him away towards Vef- 
psaian. 

The populace of Cremona, the while, were 
forely opprefled among Aich a multitude of armed 
men. They were in truth threatened with a prefent 
mafTacre, till, by the intreaties of the Leaders, the 
raging foldiers became afluaged. Antonius more- 
over calling an ailembly, made a fpeech, full of 
high applaufes upon the conquerors, full of gentle- 
nefs towards the vanquiQied. To Cremona his 
expreffions boded neither mercy nor wrath. The 
army, befides their inherent luft of plunder, were 
fiimulated by an old rancour to feek the overthrow 
of that Colony. The inhabitants were believed, 
even in the war againft Otho, to have fupported 
the caufe of Vitellius i Soon after too, when the 
thirteenth Legion had been left to rear an Amphi- 
theatre there, as the lower Citizens every where 
have fpirits pert and fcornfu), they of Cremona had 
v^ith biting and petulant jefts conftantly provoked 
and derided the men. To heighten this ill humour 
and defpight, there concurred the late combat of 

Gladiators 
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Gladiators prefented there by Caecioa, and that the 
fame place had been now twice the feat of the war, 
that it had furniflied the army of Vitellius with pro- 
vifions, that even fome of the women were flain ia 
the fight, carried thither by their paffionate zeal for 
the caufe. Moreover, by means of the Fair, the 
City, though in itfelf very rich, was filled with a 
difplay of wealth ftill more abundant. The other 
Leaders were all eclipfed by Antonius. Upon him 
his fignal fortune and fame drew all eyes« He, to 
wafh himfelf from the ftains of blood, bad prefent 
recourfe to a bath, where a word, which he hap- ' 
pened to drop, was quickly remarked and divulged. 
As he complained of the imperfed warmth, he add- 
ed, that ' it would fuddenly prove abundantly hot :' 
A faying which, . though pleafantly uttered to his 
fl^ves, turned upon him the whole odiuna and indig- 
nation of the Public,. :as if by this he had given the 
watch-word for fetting fire to Cremona, which was 
already in a blaze. 

Into it there had rufhed forty thoufand men, all 
in their arms ; of the bafe retainers to the camp, 
flill a greater number, and more abandoned to feats 
of licentioufnefs and barbarity. No fecurity ac- . 
crued from the age of perfons, none from dignity 
of place, and neither proved a reftraint from join- 
ing a£is of conflupration to thofe of murder, and 
afts of murder to thofe of confiupration. Men 
(looping under a load of years, and matrons paft 
their age, as they would yield no price, were drag- 
ged along in mockery and mirth. . When in their 
way there fell any virgin grown, or lovely boy; 
after all the limbs of the tender prey were rent afun- 
der by the ftruggles and competition of thefe fons 
of cruelty ; then, in the rage of difappointment, 
with their bloody hands they butchered each other. 
Whilft from the- feveral Temples they were carry- 
ing loads of treafure, or the facred gifts and orna- 
ment 
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ments of laafly gold, every one under 3 burden of 
his owfl, they were themfelves fpoiled and flaus^h- 
tered by others who were ftrongen Some defpifing 
the booty which was prefent and obvious, by mer- 
cilefs tortures and ftripes forced the proprietors to 
fearch out whatever they had concealed, to dig up 
whatever they had buried. In their hands they bore 
flaming torches : Thefe they threw, as notable fporr, 
into empty houfes, fuch as they had juft ftripped, 
and into Temples which they had firft made defo- 
late. And, as in an army different in language and 
cuftoms, an army varioufly compofed, of Roman 
Citi2>ens, of confederates, and of ftrangers, various 
too, and diflFerent were their pafllons and purfuits ; 
and to every one fome or other aft of violence 
feemed right ; nor was any aft whatfoever for- 
born as unjuft. During four whole days did Cre- 
mona bear depredations and the flames. When un- 
der the fury of the fire all things, whether facred or 
prophane, had fubfided, the Temple of Mephitis, 
ftanding without the walls, remained intire, whether, 
by its fituation, not expofed, or preferved by the in- 
terpofition of the Goddefs. 

Such was the end of Cremona, two hundred and 
eighty-fix years after its rife. It was founded under 
the Confullbip of Tiberius Sempronius and Publius 
Cornelius, when Hannibal was ready to fall into 
Italy, as a barrier againft the Gauls on the other 
fide the Po, or any other power meditating an ir- 
ruption from beyond the Alps. Thus it grew and 
flouriihed in number of people, convenience of ri- 
vers, richnefs of territory, and affinities with other 
nations of Italy ; a Colony in all our foreign wars 
never hurt, but in our civil difTentions fignally un- 
happy. Antonius, ftruck with Ihame for the bar- 
barity, committed, which upon him was continually 
drawing frcfli abhorrence, iflTued a public order, 
^ That no one (hould prefume to hold captive any 

* citiaen 
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* citixen of Cremona/ Vain too and unprofitable 
to the foldiers had fuch prey been rendered by the 
unaoknoiis combination of Italy* to refiife the pur- 
chafe of fuch for their flaves* Thus they who had 
them began to murder them. When this inhuma- 
nity became known» their kindred and relations 
made hade to redeem them. Shortly after the re- 
mainder of the people returned to Cremona. The 
places of public relbrt, and the Temples, were re- 
ftored by the liberality and contribution of the Co- 
lony. They had moreover, to encourage them, 
fpecial countenance and esdbortation from Vefpa- 
fian. 

Now, as through putrefa£lion and carcafies the 
ground was polluted and noifoipe, the vanquifliers 
could not lone lodge upon the ruins in which the 
city was buried. They therefore retired three miles 
from thence, and finding the (bldiers of Vitellius 
fcattered and difmayed, replaced them again, each 
under his former banner. Over Illyricum too they 
difperfed the conquered Legions ; left, as the civil 
war flill fubfifted, they might form dangerous de- 
figns. They thereafter fent mefiengers into Britain 
and into both Spains, there to blazon their vi£tory ; 
as into Gaul they alio difpatched Julius Calenus a 
Tribune, and into Germany Alpinus Mootanus, 
Commander of a Cohort, two officers chofen for 
pftentation and parade, as the latter was of Treves, 
the former an Eduan, both partizans of Vitellius. 
At the fame time, guards were pofted upon the pailes 
of the Alps from a jealoufy entertained of Germa- 
ny, as if for the fuccour of Vitellius that country 
were arming. 

Now Vitellius, when Caecina was departed, hav- 
ing in a few days softer caufed Fabius Valens to take 
the field, abandoning the funSions of an £mperor, 
fmothered all his cares in voluptuoufnefs and excefs, 
made no warlike preparations, by no military ex- 

crci/es 
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ercifes prelerved the vigour of the foldiers, by no 
pathetic harangues infpired them with confidence 
and zeal, fhewed hlmfelf not in public, nor court- 
ed the afiedion of the people, but buried in the 
bowers and alleys of his gardens, had in oblivion 
equally drowned all thoughts of things paft, pre* 
fent, and future ; like certain beafis fo lifUefs and 
heavy, that if you throw them but provender, lie 
fiill for ever^ refigned to fiupidity and (lumbering* 
Under this courfe of floth and gluttony, in the grove 
at Aricinum» he was alarmed with tidings of the 
defertion of Lucilius BaiTus, and the defedion of 
the Fleet at Ravenna. Soon after came another me- 
lancholy account, yet blended with joy, that Ca- 
cina had revolted, but by the army was caft into 
bonds« In his ipirit undifcerning and ftupid, joy 
overcame anxiety. Back he returned to Rome with 
mighty alacrity and exultation, and in a full af- 
fembly accumulated many praifes upon the duty 
and devotion of the foldiers. Upon Publius Sabi- 
nus. Captain of the Praetorian Guards, becaufe of 
his intimacy with Caecina, he ordered chains to be 
put, and in his (dace fubftituted Alphenus Varus. 

He prefently after met the Senate, and to them 
addrefled himfelf in a fpeech purpofely framed, with 
flrains very high and boa(ling« To thefe the Sena- 
tors relied in many flights of elaborate flattery* 
The firft who propofed judgment to pafs againft Cae*- 
cina, a judgment deadly and terrible, was Lucius 
Vitellius. Immediately all the reil, in a ftile of in- 
dignation well (ludied, declared their abhorrence, 

* That he who was Conful fliould thus betray the 

* Commonweal, he who was General, his Emperor; 

* he, upon whom riches had been poured fo vaft, piib- 

* lie honours fo many, betray his friend and benefac- 

* tor.' Thus they appeared to complain in behalf of 
Vitellius, but in reality uttered their own juft grief and 
refentment. In all their fpeeches not a man dropped 

Vol. III. L the 
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the lead InvcStwe agatnft the oppoiite Leaders. They 
only blamed * the mtftake and indifcretion of the ar- 
* mtes,' and with great circunirpedion avoided all 
mention of Vefpafian. One too was found who by fer« 
vile court obtained the Confulfhip for one day, (as (6 
much remained of Caecina's term) with infinite de- 
rifion.upon him who beftowed, as weU as upon him 
who accepted. Upon the laft day of Odober, Ro- 
fcius Regulus began this his Magiftracy, and. with 
the day his MagiUracy^ ended. It was by wife men 
obferved, that never till then had one Conful been 
fubflituted to another, till the ofHce were firft abro- 
gated, or a law fblemnly publifhed. For there ha<i 
been before a Conful for one day, Caninius Rebi« 
lus, during the Di^latorihip of Julius Cxfar, at a 
jundure when offices were (hortened to gratify fuch 
as had merited in the civil War, 

During thefe days was publicly known the death 
of Junius Blaefus, and employed the tongues of all 
men. Concerning it I have learnt the following 
account. Vitellius, whilft he laboured under a griev* 
ous* malady in the 'gardens of Servilius, perceived, 
during the night, a tower in the neighbourhood lU 
luminated with a multitude of lights. As be ex- 
prefled curiofity to know the occailon, he was in- 
formed, * That Cascina Tufcus celebrated at his 

< houfe a great banquet for many guefls, but the 

< foremofl in dignity was Junius BIsefus/ In re* 
counting particulars, terrible aggravations were made 
and every thing mifreprefented, < What pompous 

< preparations and parade, to what flights of gaiety 

< and mad revellings they had let loofe their minds/ 
Nor were there wanting fome to arraign Tufcus 
himfelf ^nd others: But they charged Blaefus as 
more criming than all, < That whilft the Emperor 
f languifhed under ficknefs, he thus kept days of 
^ fefliyity and rqoicing.' When to fuch as eargerly 
watch th^ paf&ons and difgyiU of Princes, it ap- 
peared 
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peared manifeft that the Emperor was exafperated, 
and that the doom of Blaefus might be accomplifliedt 
upon Lucius Vitellius was prefently devolved the 
taflc of maintaining the accufation. He, from a 
fpirit of malignity and envy, bearing fpecial enmity 
to Blaefus, for that in a reputation glorious and po« 
pular, he (b far furpafled himfelf, contaminated with 
every fort of infamy, went dire<9bly, and opening 
the Emperor's chamber, catched in his anna the 
Emperor's (on, and before him fell upon his knees. 
To the other, who inquired into the caufe of fuch 
his confufion, he anfwered, * That from no dread 
' of his own, from no anxiety for himfelf, he came 

< thus to pour out his prayers and tears : No ; it 

* was for his 1)rother, it was for the children of his 

* brother, that thefe prayers were uttered and thefe 

< tears flowed. In vain was VeQ>afian feared, he 
' whom fo many German Legions, whom fo many 
' Provinces all faithful and brave, whom finally 

* tracks fo immenfe of land and fea, concurred to 
' repel and confine to Legions far remote* It be* 
^ boved him rather to guard againft an enemy with- 

* in the walls of Rome, nay, an enemy in his owa 
' bofom ( one who for his ancedors boafted the Ju- 

* nian Houfe, and that of Mark Anthony j one 

* fprung from the race of the Caefars, and offici- 

* oufly prefenting himfelf to the foldiers, to win 

* their affecSlions by his complaifance, to raife their 

* admiration of his magnificence. Upon this ob-* 

* jed centered the minds of all men, wbilft Vitel- 
^ iius, regard lefs of friends and enemies, cberiihed 
^ his fupplanter, who from amidft the frolics and 
' wantonnefs of banquetting, beheld the pains ^nd 

* agonies of the Prince. Upon the Emperor it was 

* incumbent for this night's iniblent ami ill-timed 
^ mirth, to repay him with a night doleful and dead- 
ly ; whence he might be convinced that Vitdlius 

" lived, that he fiill reigned, and, fliould fate 
\ L 2 *bap- 
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^ happen to remove him, had a fon to fucceed 
« him/ 

Wbilft between the iniquity propofed and fear 
for himfelf, Vitcllius wavered under perplexity and 
dirnnay, left by deferring the doom of BJa^fus be 
fliould haften bis own, and from openly ordering 
the execution much public hate and horror might 
enfue, he found it the heft expedient to dispatch him 
by poifon. To the guilt of this black exploit he 
added credit and proof, by vifidng Blaefus in his laft 
moments, with glaring marks of joy. He was al- 
io heard to drop an expreffion full of barbarity, by 
declaring (for I ihall repeat the very words) < That 
« he had glutted his eyes by beholding the death of 
* his enemy/ In Blaefus, befides the fignal fplen- 
dor of his race, and the elegance of his life and ac- 
complifbments, there had been found faith and al- 
legiance not to be changed. He had been before 
courted by Caecina and other Grandees of the par- 
ty, to join with them againft Vitellii^, whom even 
then they were cafting off whilft his caufe yet prof- 
percd without check ; but, with conftancy unfhaken, 
ie reje£led their fuit, and ever (hewed himfelf a 
man void of all ftain, free from all fai3:ion, fond 
of no fudden elevation whatfoever, and fo much Icfs 
fond of fovereignty, that he narrowly mifled being 
deemed worthy of it. 

Fabius Valens, in the mean time, at the head of 
a huge and effeminate hoft of eunuchs and harlots, 
advancing with a pace too flack and indolent for 
one. who proceeded to war, received tidings fent 
exprefs, that Lucilius Baffus had betrayed to the 
enemy the Fleet at Rayenna : and, had he quicken- 
ed his march, he might have prevented the defec- 
ition of Caecina, then halting, or at leaft have over- 
taken /the Legions ere the battle had been riftjued. 
Nor were there wanting fome to advife him, < That 
!« with a . few faithful attendants, chufing private 
■ : •• . ' ways. 
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' ways, and avoiding Ravenna, he fliould travel 

* direiHy to Hoftilia or Cremona.' To others it 
feemed more eligible, * to fend to Rome for the 

* Praetorian Guards, and then with a powerful band 
' force their way,' He himfelf, yielding to fruit- 
lefs procraftinations, wafted, in confulting, the op- 
portunities for a<9:ing* Anon, flightiag both thefe 
counfels, and {hewing neither fufficient refolution 
nor fufficient forefight, he chofe a part, which in dc- 
fperate exigencies is ever the worft, by following » 
middle courfe : He wrote to Vitellius, and dcnred 
fuccours. 

From Vitellius came three Cohorts^w ith the Squa- 
dron of horfe from Britain 5 a number ill concerted, 
too great to be led by ftealth, not great enough to 
break through the enemy. Valens,'even under all 
the diftrcfs and peril that cncompaffid him, forbore 
not to earn frefh infamy, but was branded for riot- 
ing in wicked and impure pleafures, and for defiling 
the houfes of his feveralliofts with feats of adul-* 
tery^and conftupration. He was invefted with pow- 
er, furniflied with treafure, and now exerting the 
laft efForts of debauchery during the overthrow, of 
his fortune/ At laft, upon the coming of the foot 
and horfe, appeared the unhappy abfurdity of the 
meafures taken ; fince a band fo fmall, however 
faithful in their adherence they had been, were nei- 
ther able to march through an enemy's country^ 
nor had brought with them pcrfeft fteadinefs and 
fidelity. They were, however, checked by fliame, 
and by reverence for the prefence of their General ; 
rcftraints which were not likely to laft amongft men 
thirfting after dangers, hardened againft all i'enfe of 
reproach and diflionour. Moved with this appro- 
henfion, and retaining with himfelf a few, fuch as 
had not changed their afFedions upon the change of 
fortune, he fent forward the Cohorts to Ariminum : 
The Cavalry he ordered to guard their rear. He 
L 3 him- 



%22 THE HISTORY BookflL 

bimfclf turning afitle, bent his Courfe to Umbria, 
and from thence to Etruria. Haiying here learnt the 
KTue of the battle at Cremona, he conceived a de- 
ftgn no wife daftardiy, which, had it been accom- 
pliflied, would have produced very terrible events: 
He propofed to embark for Narbon Gaul, and land* 
ing upon any part of that coaft, to rouie all the 
Provinces of Gaul, and all the Roman forces there, 
99 alfo the feveral nations of Germany, and thence a 
new war. 

Againfl the garrifon of Ariminum, difmayed up- 
pn the departure of Valens, Cornelius Fafcus ad- 
vanced with an army, and fending fmall gallies 
K>und the neighbouring Oiore, befet them by land 
and fea. He alfo pofTcfled himfelf of the plains of 
Umbria, and of the territories of Picenum all along 
the Adriatic Gulph. Thus between Vefpafian and 
Viceliius all Italy was fhared, and the ridges of the 
Apennine were the common boundary. Fabius Va- 
lens having embarked in the Port of Pifa, was by a 
contrary wind, or a calm, forced to land at Mo- 
oaco. Not far from thence abode Marius Matu- 
rus. Procurator of the Maritime Alps, a faithful 
adherent to Vitellius, one who, though all the couo' 
try round efpoufed the oppoike party, had never 
fwerved from his aHegiance. From him Valens 
found a kind reception, hut was deterred by him 
from venturing rawly into Narbon Gaul. His fol- 
lowers at the fame time began to warp, their faith 
yielding to the force of fear. For into the oath to 
Vefpai^, Valerius Paulinus the Procurator had 
drawo all the States round about;, an Officer of 
known bravery, and Vefpafian's friend before his 
elevation. In the Colony of Forojulium- too, as a 
city which commanded all accefs from the fea, he 
held a garrifon, confiding of men difcharged by 
Vitellius, now again all invited to take arms, and 
all frankly refuming them. So much the greatet 

ftllb 
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alfb was his fway, for that Forojulium was bis na- 
tive city ; and amongft the Praetorians he poiTefled 
much perfonal reverence, as having been once their 
Tribune* Moreover, the inhabitants, through par- 
tiality to their fellow-citizen, and in profpec^ of 
aggrandizing themfelves, exerted all their might to 
fupport the party. When all thefe terrible difpo- 
iitions wit^ fuch care fettled, and by the voice of 
ruaiour amply heightened, were currently related 
amongft the adherents of Vitellius, already anxious 
and perplexed, Fabius Valens returned dire£lly to 
his vcffels with four of the Emperor's body-guard, 
three friends, and as many Centurions. To Ma« 
turus and the reft, if they lifted to ftay, and fwear to 
Vefpafian, full liberty wa« left. For what remains ; 
to Valens the fea doubtlefs yielded greater fecurity 
than any abode in cities or upon the ihore ; but, 
whilft he remained under painful doubt about his fu- 
ture fortune, and rather certain what to avoid than 
upon what to rely, he was by the violence of con- 
trary winds driven upon the Stechades, Iflands near 
Marfeilles. There fome galliesy purpofely fent by 
Paulinus, took him prifoner* 

When Valens was taken, all places followed the 
fortune of the conqueror ; as in Spain the example 
began from the firft Legion named Adjutrixy which, 
in tendernefs to the memory of Otho, bearing de- 
ipight to Vitellius, drew at this time along with it 
the tenth alfo and the fixth. Nor, in the Provinces 
of Gaul, was there any hefttation. And, as in Bri- 
tain fignal was the afFedlion found for Vefpafian, 
who had, in the reign of Claudius, commanded the 
fecond Legion there, and acquitted himfelf with 
great glory, and martial prowefs ; that country too 
acceded to his party j yet not without ftruggle and 
oppofition from the other Legions,' in which many 
Centurions and many'foldiers had been promoted by 
L 4 Vitellius, 
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VitcUius, and were brought with regret to change a 
prince whom they had already experrenced. 

Frond this animofity and conteft in the army, and 
from the rumours of our inteftine war, continually 
flying, the Britons refumcd their ancient defiance 
and hoftilities, led by the fway of VennCus, who, 
befides his inherent ferocity, and fettled hate to the 
Roman name, was inflamed by perfonal enmity and 
lagc towards Q^ieen Cartifmandua, This lady 
f uled over the Brigantes, mighty in the lufire of her 
race. Her puiflance too had been largely augment- 
ed, fmce her taking of King Caraflacus, whom by 
guile (he had feized, and delivering him to the Ro- 
mans had thence the merit of having cmbelliflied 
the triumph of the Emperor Claudius. Hence, her 
great opulence, and hence the wild riot following 
profpcrity. Rejefting Venufius, who was her huf- 
band, {he efpoujed Vellocatus his armour-bearer, and 
lipon bim with her pcrfon conferred her crown.. By 
this a£t"of reproach fbe wrought the prefent diflblu- 
tion of her houfe. With her huftand remained the 
zeal and inclinations of the State ; for the adulterer 
was engaged the lewdncfs of the Queen, and air 
her cruelty exerted. Venufius having called in fuc- 
cours, aha gained the Brigantes themielves to revolt, 
reduced Cartifmandua to extreme peril and diftrefs. 
From the Romans fhe then implored a reinforce- 
ment ; and indeed our Cohorts and Squadrons of 
horfe, after feveral encounters with variable fuccefs, 
refcued the Queen herfelf from impending periL 
The Kingdom continued to Venufius, and upon us 
the war. 

During the fame conjunfture, commotions pre- 
vailed in Germany, as well through the fpiritlefs 
condufb of our Generals, as through the turbulent 
behaviour of the Legions* Infomuch,. that by af- 
iaults from foreign nations,^ and by the perfidiouf- 
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nefs and deftOiion of nations allied, the Roman in- 
tereft there had well nigh been aboliflied. I {hall 
hereafter recount the ftory of this war, with its 
caufes and events 5 for it continued long. The* 
people of Dacia too were up in arms, a nation ne- 
ver well afiefted, and then by no awe reftrained,. 
fince the army was withdrawn out of Moefia, The 
firft movements of affairs they had watched with 
attention, but in quiet : Anon, when they had learnt 
that all Italy was in a blaze of war, and on both; 
fides hoftile minds and hoftile doings, they ftormed: 
the winter lodgments; of the auxiliary Cohorts and 
Cavalry, and became matters of both banks of the* 
Danube. They were already proceeding to demo- 
lifli the entrenchments of the Legions, had not Mu- 
cianus fent the fixth Legion to oppofe them :: For 
he was apprized of the viftory at Cremona, andi 
apprehended what a terrible ftorm of foreign violence 
muft from each quarter enfue, ibould the Dacian» 
and Germans once break in through different limits^ 
Prefent and afEfting, as often elfe, fo then- furely 
was the good fortune of the Roman People, whicb 
thither juft at that inftant drew Mucianus, and the 
forces of the Eaft ; befides that, ere he came, we 
had finiflied the conteft at Cremona. Fonteius: 
Agrippa, juft arrived from Afia, where he had go-» 
verned for a year with Proconfular authority, way 
appointed Governor of Moefia, with a fupply of 
forces taken out of the late army of Viteliius ; fince^ 
to difperfe them through the Provinces, and hclci 
thefm entangled in a war againft foreigners, was 
a meafure concerted to preferve domeftic peace. 

Nor in other natioris was there compofure founJ* 
Throughout Pontus, one who was a barbarian and 
a flavey and once Commander of the navy royat 
•here, had with notable fuddennefs excited' an up- 
foar of arms.. It was Anicetus, Freedman to Kin^ 
Poteraon, and under him in times paft mighty Ut 
L 5 " powers 
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power, now full of bhternefs and re^ret^ ever fince 
the Kingdom had been changed into a Roman 
Province. Arraying therefore, in the name of 
y itelHus, the icverai nations that dwell in Pontus, 
and, widi the profpeft of (poil, feducing all fuch 
as were extremely indigent, be law himielf Leader 
of no inconfiderable band, and with great rapi- 
^dtty aflailed and entered Trapefund, a City of 
Aiia exceeding ancient, fetmded by the Grecians 
upon the utmoft confines of Pontus. There a Co- 
hort was flaughtered, the fame formerly retained in 
the fervice of the King : They had thereafter been 
prefented with the privilege of Roman Citizens, 
and thence in their arms and banners adhered to 
the ufage of the Romans, yet fttU followed the idle 
life and licentious fpirit of Greeks. He likewife 
burned the Fleet, and with (corn and infults fcoured 
die fea then unguarded, as from thence Mucianus 
had called the choice Gallies and all the Marines to 
Byzantium. Nay, the neighbouring Barbarians, 
<^ing off all reverence and fear, roved about for 
fpoii in* veffels haftily built, fuch as they call (beds, 
flialldl^^ the fides, wide at bottom, and framed 
without 'bandage of iron or br^ft. "When the fea 
rages, in proportion to the fwelling of the waves 
they heighten the fliell of their boats with addi- 
tional planks, till by degrees they doie above like a 
roof. Thus they roll amongft the furges, with both 
ends fharp, and formed to row indi&rently hither 
or thither, with eaie and fafety. 

This affair merited the attention of Vefpijfijffif, 
who, to end it, chofe out a body of Vexillaries 
from the Legions, and for their Leader, Verdius 
Geminus, an Officer diftinguiihed in war. He, 
aflailing the enemy whilft they were difconcertcd, 
and roaming atiinder in puri'uit of prey, drove 
them into their veffels; then in fome ^gallies made 
with difpatch, chafed Anicetus into the mouth of 
the liver Chobiis 3 where he relied for iafety, upon 

the 
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the prote^lion of Sedochus^JCing of the Lazians, aa 
ally whom he had puccfaafed by money and prefents. 
Andatfirft the Kiog».. in defence of his fupplicant, 
betook himfelf to misnaces and arms ; but, as foon 
as a recompence for his treachery was propofed, and 
a war threatened, if he refufed, his fidelity vanifhed 
like that of other Barbarians : He ftruck a bargain 
fdr the life of Anicetus, and furrendered all the fu- 
gitives. Thus ended that fervile war. Whilft Vcf- 
pafian was yet rejoicing over this vi£lory, to fee- 
that upon all his meafures there attended a torrent of 
fuccefs furpaffing his own wifhes, tidings of the battle 
at Cremona overtook him in £gvpt. Hence he 
fpeeded the fader to Alexandria, tnat, fince the ar- 
my of Vitelli.us was utterly broken, he might now 
alfo diftrefs Rome itfelf by famine, a City ever need- 
ing fupplies from abroad. For be was moreover 
preparing to invade Africa by Tea and land, ja coun- 
try fituated upon the fame coaft^ and by intercept- 
ing the fources of bread, to bring upon the enemy 
the calamity of hunger, and with it that of diflen- 
fion. 

WhilA by fuch changes as thefe over the face of 
the whole earth, the ^rtune of the Empire was 
paffing from one head tb^ another, Antonius Primus 
proceeded by no means in the fame meafure of in- 
nocence after his fuccefs at Cremona; as he juJged 
that what war could .do he had amply done, and 
whatever was to follow would be eafily accpmplifb* 
ed ; or whether it were, that, in a fpirit like his, a 
£ow of felicity only laid open the avarice, pride» 
and other vices hitherto fmotbered and lurking in 
it. He opprcfled Italy as a country by conqued 
doomed to fpoil ; he foothed aiid courted the Le- 
gions as his own \ in all his fayings, in all his do- 
ings, he fought to fortify himfelf, fought to lay a 
mighty foundation of power ; and that he might 
inure the foldieis to wantonnefs, and wild freedom, 
L 6 he 
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be frankly committed to the difcretion of the Le- 
gions the choice of Centurions in the room of fuch 
as were fliin. By thefepopubr fufirages, every the 
moft fadious and turbulent fpirit came to be cho-^ 
ibn ; nor were the foldiers any longer under the con* 
troulment of their Leaders, but the Leaders forced 
keadlong by the fury of the foldiers : Proceedings ap- 
parently feditious, and contrived to debauch the ar- 
my. Anon he betook himfeif to feats of rapine^ 
without the leaft awe of Mucianus who was ap- 
proaching ; a neglcft of more terrible confequence 
than if he had contemned Vefpaiian m perfon. 
- Now, as winter advanced, and the plains were 
looded by the overflowing of the Po, the army 
inarched forward, lightly equipped, free from in- 
cumbrance and baggage. At Verona were left the 
fanners and Eagles of the vidorious Legions, witb 
all that were aged, and all that were maimed, as 
alfo many who were hale and unhun^ As the rage 
of the war was already extingui^ed, it feemed fuf- 
jicient to lead on the auxiliary Cohorts and Cavalry^ 
with a chofen band from the Legions^ The ele- 
venth Legion joined the hoft 5 a Legion which at 
firft had halted,^ but now, feeing the iffue profper- 
Aus, grieved that in it they had no (hare. There 
accompanied thefe, fix thoufand Dalnratians lately 
kvied* Of all thefe additional forces Poppaeus Sil- 
▼anus, a man of Confular quality, was Leader;; 
but in Annius Baflus, Commander of that Legion,, 
the whole controul and management lay.. He, un- 
der the guife of fubmitting and obeying^ ruled Sil- 
vanus, as one of himfeif impotent in war, and ever 
wafting in talk the feafonsof adion : nor did An- 
nius fail to aiBft at whatever required difpatch, with 
conftant induftry void of oftehtation.. To thefe 
forces were added all the fekfl Marines from Ra- 
venna, men who made fuit to be employed in the 
Legions- Their places ia the fleet were fupplied' 

"by 
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by the Dalmatians. The army and its Leaders 
baited at the temple of Fortune, under doubt anJ 
hefitation about the purfuit of their main defign ; 
for they hadlieard that the Praetorian Cohorts were 
Jed out of Rome. They judged too that upon' the 
Apennine they fliould find guards pofted te oppofe 
their pafiage. Befides, they were terrified with 
want, in a cotmtry utterly defolated by war, ter* 
rified with the feditious clamours of the foldiers now 
importunate for the donative which they call Clava* 
rium. In truth, neither of money nor of grain had 
they made any provifion. What difconcerted them,, 
and prevented it, was the temper of the foldiers, 
fo rapacious and eager, fince what they IhouW have 
Fcceived as allowance, they ravifhed away and waft- 
ed as prey^ 

By writers greatly celebrated I find ft recorded, 
that amongft the conquering army fuch barbarous 
indiflFerence was found to all feats whatfoever, na- 
tural or againft nature, that a common foldier in 
the Cavalry having averred, that in the late combat 
he had killed hts brother, demanded a recompence 
from the Commanders for the exploit; Nor were 
they at liberty, either by the laws of humanity, ta 
diftinguiOi fuch murder with an honourable reward, 
or, by the policy of the war to punifii it. They 
poftponcd the man, as if to his fervice and merit 
higher obligations were due than could prefently be 
difcharged. Any further account about it I find- 
not in the hiftorians. Yet in our civil wars paft 
there happened the like unnatural ftroke; for, in 
the confli<5t againft Cinha at Janiculum, a foldier 
of Pompey's flew his brother, and anon himfelf, 
upon difcovering Ws fad miftap, as the ftory is re- 
lated by Sifenna. So much more prompt in the- 
days of our anceftors, as was glbry to crown afts 
of virtue, fo was remorfe to follow evil deeds- Such 
mcidents as^ thcfe^ revived from ancient ftory, it 

will 
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will not prove foreign to recount, whenever the 
paflage or place requires the fame, either as ex* 
ampies of worthy adions, or folacements for thofe 
which are wicked. 

By Antonius, and the other Leaders of the par* 
ty, it was after deliberation agreed, to fend for- 
ward the horfe, in order to make |pecial fearch 
through all Umbria for a tolerable pauage over the 
ridges of the Apennine, to bring up the Banners and 
Eagles, and all the foldiers left at Verona, and by 
fea and the Po to have abundant provifions brought. 
Some againft the Leaders there were, who ftudied 
to frame obftacles and delays : For Antonius was 
already grown too mighty and afiuming, and from 
Mucianus they hoped a treatment more equal and 
friendly. The truth is, Mucianus fretted at fo quick 
a vi<£tory, and judged that were be not prefent at 
the entry into ^Kome, he ihould be deprived of all 
ihare in the war, and in the glory of the war. 
Hence to Primus and Varus he fent frequent letters, 
full of doublings and uncertainly, now urging them 
to purfue their defigns with vigour, anon recom- 
mending the advantages of procrailination and cool- 
nefs, in a fiyle fo contrived, that conformably to 
the iiTue, whatever it were, he might eafdy difown 
all mifcarriages, or eafily challenge all fuccete. With 
much more opennefs did be tranfmit his meaning 
and aims to Plotius Griphus, .one lately dignified 
by Vefpafian with the rank of Senator, and Com« 
mander of a Legion, and to other officers fuch as 
he trufted. They too all returned anfwers fuch as 
cenfured the overhafty motions of Primus and Va« 
rus, and fuch as complimented Mucianus, who, by 
conveying thefe letters to Vefpafian, had efFe&ually 
caufed aU the proceedings and counfels of Antonius 
to be prized far beneath his hopes. I'his was what 
Antonius could brook with no patience, and upon 
Mucianus h^ caft all the blame, as one by whofe 

calum-* 
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calumnies all his own exploits and perils were ren- 
dered of no eftimation. Nor fpared he birter words» 
in his fpeech ever violent, and a firanger to fub* 
niiffion. To VeTpaflan he wrote letters, in drains 
more pompous and ailuming than towards an £m« 
peror are allowed, and not without fevere reproaches 
tacitly aimed at Mucianus« He jfaid, < It was he 
bimfelf who had urged thePannonian Legions to 
SL&ion and arms ; by his inftigation and addrefs 
the Leaders in Moefia had been influenced had 
roufed ; by his vigour and per/everance the mighty 
Alps had been attempted and pailed, Italy pof* 
fefled, all fuccours from Rhaetia and Germany 
precluded. That the legions of Vitellius, when 
found to be at variance and even disjoined, and , 
been broken by a furious onfet from the horfe, 
then utterly difcomiited by the infantry continuing 
the coniii^ and daughter for a whole day and 
night, was an adion of confummate luftre, and 
by hirafelf accomplifhed. To the fortune of war 
only muft be afcribed the fall of Cremona : in 
truth, with public damage much greater, nay, to 
the deftru£tion of many noble Cities, hacf our 
civil diflentions of old been carried on. He was 
not one who fought for his Emperor with letters 
and meflengers, but for him expofed his perfon, 
and wielded his arms. Yet he meant not to leiTen 
the glory of fuch as had attended the while to the 
eftablifliment of Afia. The tranquility of Media 
had been their ftudy ; it had^ been his to prefcrve 
and fecure Italy. By his perfuafions and autho- 
rity had the Provinces of Gaul and Spain, the 
moft powerful quarters of the Roman world, been 
brought to efpoufe the caufe of Ve^afian. But 
vainly bellowed had been all his efforts and fa- 
tigues, if the recompences of fo many perils were 
to be reaped by fuch only as had rifqued none.^ 
Neither did thefe things eicape the knowledge of 

Mucia- 
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Mucianus. Hence between them enfued deadly 
enmities, in the cxcrcifc of which Antonius aflwi' 
with an opennefs unguarded, Muctanus with clofe* 
nefs and craft, and thence with rancoitr more im- 
placable. 

For Vitellius ; as, after the fore revcrfe eFhk 
fortune at Crejnona, he fmothered the news- of the 
calamity, by fuch ftupid diffimulation he poftponed 
not his diftrcfles ihemfelves, but the remedies of 
his diftrcfles. For, had he declared the difafter, and 
had recouffe to advice, a refourcc would have beea 
found ftill remaining of hopes and of forces^ Whilft, 
on the contrary, he feigned that all his proceedings 
profpered, he by fuch falfe reprefen tat ions left his 
condition defperate. About his own pcrfon was- 
obferved a wonderful filence concerning the war ; 
through the City all difcourfcs about it were pro- 
hibited, and for this very caufe the difcourfes grew 
more common. Nay, fuch as, had they been hft 
to their liberty, would have recounted events truly, 
finding themfelvcs reftrained, publifiied them now 
with tragical aggravations. Nor were the Leaders 
of the enemy's hoft wanting to blazon the fame of 
their victory : With this view whatever fpies of 
Vitellius they feized they carried all over the camp, 
that they might behold the mighty force of the con- 
quering army, and then fent them back to Rome- 
All thefe Vitellius, when he had fecrctly examined* 
them, caufed to be murdered. Signal was the firm- 
nefs of fpirit at this time manifefted by Julius Agref- 
tis the Centurion ; who, after many conferences 
with ViteHius, in which he had in vain laboured 
to awaken him to magnanimity and manhood, at 
laft prevailed with him, that he himfelf might be 
fent to furvey the forces of the foe, and to learn' 
the late tranfaSions at Cremona. Neither attempt- 
ed he to affume the lurking behaviour of a fpy, and 
cfcaf e th£ notice of Antonius^, but declaring, to him^ 

Ac 
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the inftru£lions from the Emperor and his own dc- 
iign, demanded to view the whole in perfon. With 
him certain perfons were readily fcnt, who fhewed 
him all the fcene of the fight, the defolation and 
remains of Cremona, and the Legions taken pri- 
fbners. Agreftis returned to Vitellius, and finding 
him to rejedl as fo many falfifications all the ac- 
counts which he brought, nay, hearing himfelf ac- 
cufed of corruption and infidelity ; ' Since then, 

* faid he, fome remarkable confirmation is necef- 

* fary, and fincc neither my life nor my death ca» 

* henceforth avail thee, I will furnifh thee with an 

* evidence which thou may ft credit/ Having fo 
faid, he left his prefence, and with a voluntary deaib 
confirmed to be true what he had declared. Some 
authors relate, that by orders from Vitellius he waa 
irtiurdered, but of his faith and fortitude give the 
fime teffimony. 

Vitellius, as h were, ronfed out of a deep ffeep, 
ordered Julius Prifcus, and Alphenus Varus, with 
fourteen Praetorian Cohorts and all the feveral Squa- 
drons of horfe to befet the paffes of the Appennine* 
After them marched a Legion drawn from the Ma- 
rines. So many thoufand forces, compofed of fe- 
left men and feledl horfes, had a different General 
commanded them, were abundantly able to have 
made even an oiFenfive war. The other compa:- 
nies of the guards he committed to Lucius Vitel- 
lius his brother, for the defence of the City. For 
hrmfelf J without departing in the leaft from his 
wonted courfe of debauchery, and full of impa- 
tience becaufe full of diftruft, he acceferated the^ 
cleftion of magiftrates, and then fettled a fucceffion" 
of Confuls for many years. Our confederates he 
complimented with new kagues and conccffip.ns> 
foreigners with the privileges of Latium. Some 
nations he difcharged from all tribute, upon other* 
conferred frefh advantages and immunities ; and, in 
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Ajm, without all regard to futurity, rent and ex- 
haufted the Empire. But the common herd were 
firucic with thefe his a£b of benevolence, fo confpi- 
cuous and mighty : Sgch as were extremely foolifli 
procured them at a price : With men of fenfe they 
pafled for void, like all bounties which can neither 
be granted nor accepted without impairing the Pub- 
lic. At length, moved by the inceilant foit of the 
army, which now lav at Mevania, and accompa- 
nied by a mighty bana of Senators, feveral follow- 
ing to make their court, many more to comply 
with his defire and fears, he arrived in the camp, in 
himfelf undetermined, and open to any traiteroin 
counfel. 

Whilft he was difcourfing to an affembly'of the 
ibidiers, over his head there flew (a thing prodigi- 
ous to be told) a flock of ravenous birds fo nu- 
merous, that, like a black cloud, they darkened the 
day. With this concurred an omen of direful por- 
tent ; a bull efcaped from the altar, and overturn* 
ing all the equipage of the Sacrifice, was at lad 
flain at a diftance from thence, not in a place 
where it is cuflomary to fell the vidims. But the 
chief prodigy was, Vitellius himfelf, an Imperial 
Commander, unacquainted with warfare, a head 
void of counfel and forcfight. To others he was 
continually applying for information, how to put 
the army in array, what forefigbt was required in 
gaining intelligence, and by what meafures was the 
war to be pufhed or prolonged ? Nay, upon what- 
ever tidings arrived, he was fure to betray much 
dread and trembling, even in his countenance and 
gait : Then he never failed to be drunk. In the 
end, furfeited with the camp, and learning the re- 
volt of the Fleet at Mifenum, he returned to Rome, 
ftill moft terrified with the flroke that fell latcft, 
and • not attending to the ultimate danger and con- 
teft. For when an occafion w^ prefcnted fo ojwn 

and 
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and inviting for paiEng the Apennine with an ar* 
my in prime vigouV, and foiling tipon an enemy 
pinched with want and the rigour of winter, he, 
by difperfing his forces, refigned to certain flaughtcr 
and captivity a body of. men (o undaunted, fucb 
as^ rather than abandon him, were determined to 
perifh for him : A proceeding dire£l]y agatnft the 
judgment of all the ableft Centurions, who, had 
;heir advice been required, would have advifed what 
was righteous and true. Far from Vitellius his mi* 
nions kept fuch men, and fo difpofed and trained 
were the Emperor's ears, that whatever was whol- 
ibm he found to be harfli, nor would admit other 
counfels than fuch as proved pleafing and perni- 
cious. 

The Fleet at Mifenum Claudius Faventinus drew 
to revolt, by forging letters from Vefpafian, and in 
his name tempting them with offers of reward for 
this their difloyalty. Of fuch prevalence, during 
civil difiention, is any impudent attempt even of 
individuals ; fince this r aventinus was no other than 
a Centurion who had been by Gait>a degraded with 
marks of ignominy. Over the Fleet there com- 
manded Claudius Apollinaris, who proved neither 
firm to his faith, npr refolute in his infidelity : So 
that Apinius Tiro, once Praetor, and then acci- 
dentally at Minturnae, prefented himfelf as a Lea- 
der to the revolters. By thefe the neighbouring 
Colonies and municipal Cities were vehemently 
prefled to concur; and, as the people of Puteoli 
were efpecialiy zealous for Vefpafian, whereas they 
of Capua adhered faithfully to Vitellius, with the 
rage of the civil War they blended the ancient 
competition of jealous and angry neighbours. To 
foften and reclaim the minds of the (bldiers Vi- 
tellius made choice of Julianus, who had lately 
ruled the fleet at Mtienum with a very gentle hand : 
For fuccours he had allotted him one of the City 
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Cohorts and the band of Gladiators, \frhich were 
already under bis atrthority. When this body and 
that of the revolters canie to encamp near each other, 
Julianus, withoat paufing long, went over to the 
party of Vcfpafian, and together they maftered Tar- 
racina, a City deriving its fecurrty rather from the 
ittuation and walls, than from the fpirit and deadi* 
iiefs of the inhabitants* 

When to Vitellrus thefe tranaftions were known, 
he caufed part of his forces to remain at Narnia 
under the Captains of the Praetorian Guards, and 
fent his brother Lucius with {ix Cohorts and five 
hundred horfe, to make head againft the infurrcc- 
tions begun in Campania. He himfelf, under great 
anguiOi of fpirit, was yet revived by the teftimonies 
of afFedion from the ibidiers, and by the cries of 
the populace, requiring to be put under artiis ; aod 
in us dduded by empty fiiew, to the impotent crowd, 
ever daftardly, and in words only daring, he gave 
the awful names of Legions and Army* In pur- 
fiiance of the advice urged by his Freedmen, (for 
as to his friends, the higher their rank the more 
faithlefs the men) he ordered the people to be af- 
fcmbled by their Tribes, and to all fuch as gave in 
their names, the oath of fidelity was adminiftered.. 
As the multitude of Volunteers was over-abundant, 
between the two Confuls he parted the care of con- 
tinuing the levy. Upon the Senators he laid an in- 
jundion to furnifli a certain number of flaves, and 
a certain weight of filver. The Roman Knights 
profiired their money and their perfons : nay, the 
dcfcendants of Freedmen, of their own frank mo- 
tion, prefled for leave to contribute the like affift- 
ance: Offers which, though at firft hollow, and 
infpired only by officious fear, came at laft to be 
fincerdy intended, and the effeft of pure good-will* 
In truth, the major part were touched with pity, 
not fa mucli for VlteUius^ as- for the melancholy 

fate 



Booklll; OF TACITUS. 137 

fate and fituation of the Sovereignty. Yet neither 
did he bimfelf fail to move commiferation by hi$ 
fad countenance, his doleful expreffions, and many 
tearsj in his promifes very liberal, nay, extrava- 
gant, fuitat^y to the nature of men under the ago- 
nies of fear. Now too he would needs afiume the 
title of Qefar^ a title which till then he had reject- 
ed : but at this junfture he was ftruck with the fu- 
perftitious efficacy of the name ; befides that under 
the operations of difmay, equal attention is given to 
the bablings of the crowd as to the counfels of the 
wife. For the reft; as all meafures riling from 
fits of ardour fudden and unadvifed, are in their 
firft motions vehement, but-by fpace and continu- 
ance wax faint, the Senators by degrees dropped 
away, as did alio the Roman Knights, at firfl in- 
deed leifurely and with caution, and where he wa^ 
not prefent to fee them. Anon they avowed their 
contempt, and retired without diftindion or re- 
ferve : So that VitellJus, afhamed of an attempt 
thus baffled and abortive, remitted all.fuch concef- 
iions as he found were not to be granted. 

As upon Italy it brought great terror, to fee Me- 
vania occupied by an army, and thence a frefh war 
as it were reviving in full vigour ; fo doubtlefs to 
the intereft of Vefpafian an increafe of public zeal 
and partiality accrued from the departure of Vi- 
iellius, who in it betrayed fuch huge affright. Al- 
ready prompt and even elated were the Samnites, 
and the Pelignians, and the Marfians : Nay, in 
competition and jealoufy towards the people of 
Campania, who had the merit of an earlier de- 
fertion, they were indefatigable in all the toils and 
exigencies of war ; as it is ufual in a caufe newly 
efpoufed to be very officious and forward. But fo 
turbulent and fevere was the winter, that, in pafsr 
ing over the Apennine, the army was forely an- 
noyed I and as they were thus ftruggling with dif- 
ficulty 
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ficultv out oF the deep fnows, even when no ene« 
my difturbed their march, it was abundaotly ma« 
mk& what terrible peril they muft have undergone, 
had not Fortune difpo(ed Viceliius to return back, 
that Fortune from which Vefpafian's Leaders de- 
j-ived affiftance and relief, at leaft as often aa from 
their own dexterity and counfel. In the mountains 
they were met by Petilius Cerialis, who, under the 
habit of a poor peafant, and through bis (kill in 
the fituation, had efcaped the guards belonging to 
Vitellius. With. Vefpafian, Cerialis was nearly 
allied, in himfelf too no mean warriour, and hence 
taken into equal command with the other Chiefs. 
That to Flavius Sabinus alio and Domitian there 
was room to have eicaped, many writers agree. In 
truth feveral meilengers had by various wiles and 
difguifes made fliift to reach them from Antonius, 
and (hewed them from what place they might fly, 
and upon what guard and fecurity depend. Sabinus 
pleaded his infirmities, unable^to bear fatigue, un« 
(it for daring exploits. In Oomitian was found no 
want of fpirit or will ; but, of the guards placed 
about him by Vitellius, though they o(Fered them- 
L'lves for companions of his flight, he entertained 
apprehenfions, left thence they meant againft him 
fome pernicious fnare. Moreover Vitellius him* 
felf, in tendernefs to his own family and kindred, 
meditated nothing barbarous againft Domitian. 

When the Generals were arrived at Carfulas, 
there, for repofe, they fpent a few days, till the 
Eagles and Banners of the Legions had overtaken 
them. The place too where they encamped pleafeJ 
them, affording a profpe£l extenfwe and noble, 
with fecure conveyance for all provifions, as behind 
them lay fo many large Cities full of opulence. 
They had likewife a view to draw the forces of 
Vitellius, only ten miles diftant, into fome inter* 
courfe, and thence into infidelity and defertion: 

A 
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A pr<:5ea bitterly rcfcntcd by the foldters : What 
they ibught was conqueft rather than pacification. 
They were indeed againft awaiting the arrival oC 
their own Legions, whom they more apprehended 
IS (harcrs in the prey, than confidercd as partakers 
in the peril. Antonius addreffing himfelf to them 
for this pur^fe aflembled, informed them^ * That 
Vitellius was ftill matter of forces, fuch as would 
faulter, were they alone to deliberate, but roufe 
all their vigour if once made dcfperate. To the 
diredlion of fortune were to be left the firft mo- 
tion$ of a civil war, but the work of completing 
the conqueft muft be conduced by counfel and 
prudence. Already had the Fleet at Mifenum re- 
volted, with all the rich and charming region of 
Campania ; nor of the whole globe remained 
ther^ more to Vitellius than what lay between 
Tarmcina and Narnia. Abundant glory had been 
acquired by the battle of Cremona, and by the 
deftru<aion of that City> abhorrence overmuch. 
f^x te it from them to covet the taking of Rome 
like enemies, rather than preferve it like Citizens. 
Much higher rewards' would they reap, and ho- 
nour in moft ample meafure, if to the Senate and 
people of Rome they procured fecurity and pro- 
tefSkion withoA^t the effufion of blood.' 
By thefe and the like reafonings their fpirits were 
calmed, nor was it long ere the Legions arrived. 
From the fame and dread of the army thus aug- 
mented, the Vitellian Cohorts began to fluduate ; 
fince hone appeared to encourage them to oppofi- 
tioR and war, as did i^any to defert and furrender : 
Nay, they were ftriving to outgo one another in 
deliverTng over their fever^l companies of foot and 
troop$ of horfe, each intending it as a prefent gra- 
tification to the conqueror, and a ground of future 
favour to himfelf. From thefe men it was learnt, 
that four hundred horfe kept garrifon at Interamna, 

a place 
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a place in the neighbourhood. Thither Varus was 
forthwith difpatched with a light band : The few 
urho refifted he put to the fword ; the major part 
threw down their arms and craved mercy. Some 
efcaped^ and flying quite back to the Camp at Nar- 
nia, filled it with univerfal affright, as they magni- 
fied above meafure the forces and bravery of the 
enemy, thence to leflTen their own infamy io lofing 
their garrifon. Neither amongft the forces ofVi- 
tel]ius was there any puniihment infii£ted for any 
crime ; whilft from the other party fure rewards 
attended their deferiion. Nor henceforth was any 
other ftrugglc feen favc for precedence in perfidi- 
oufnefs and treafon, and inceflantly were the Tri- 
bunes and Centurions flying over to the (Ironger. 
For the common foldiers pcrfifted inflexibly in their 
adherence to Vitellius, tillPrifcus and Alphenus hav- 
ing abandoned the Camp and returned to Vitellius, 
had left them all free and amply abfolved from any 
ftain of infidelity in (hifting thenceforth for them- 
ielves. 

During thofe days Fabius Valens was flain in 
prifon at Urbin, and to the view of the Vitellian 
Cohorts his head difplayed, to prevent their cherifl^- 
ing any farther hopes : For, they believed he had 
cfcaped into Germany, and was there aflembling 
a mighty army of old forces and new. Perceiving 
that he was flain, they funk into utter defpair. The 
army of Vefpafian alfo inferred immenfe efFeds 
from the doom of Valens, no lefs than the end of 
the war. Valens was born at Anagnia, of an 
Equeflrian houfe, in his morals a libertine, vyho by 
licentious gaieties aimed at the charafter of condef- 
cenfion and pleafantry, neither wanted he fuitable 
quicknefs of parts. In the Interludes called Juvenalia 
exhibited by Mero, he ufuaily aSed a pantomine, a 
part to which he at firft would feem to be forced, 
but anon, made it his choice, and acquitted him- 

felf 
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fclf with more art than modefty and honour. Bear- 
ing the command df a Legion in th6 army of Ver- 
ginius, he prompted that General to afliime the Em- 
pire, and then blackened and defamed him as aiming 
at it. Fonteius Capito he aflaffinated, having lirft 
corrupted his loyalty, or bccaufe he found it incor- 
ruptible. To Galba he proved a traitor", faithful to 
Vitellius, and from the prevailing perfidioufnefs 
of others his fidelity received its luftrc. 

The foldiers of Vitellius, now utterly bereft of 
hope on every fide, proceeded to pafs over to the 
party of Vefpafian, and in this ftep too a£led with 
no fmall ignominy, as, under their banners and 
fenfigns all difplayed, tbev defcended into the plain 
below Narnia^ there to uirrender. Upon the fide 
of the highway was ranged the army of Vefpafian 
in clofe files, arrayed as if for battle, and juft ready 
to engage. Into their centre they received the Vi- 
t-ellians, and, having encompafied them round. An- 
tonius Primus fpoke to them in a ftile of much 
meeknefs and humanity, ordering part of them to 
remain at Narnia, part at Interamna. With them 
he alfo left fome of the viftorious Legions, fuch as, 
if they were peaceable, would not annoy them, yet, 
if they proved turbulent, were able to matter them. 
During all this time Antonius and Varus neglefted 
not, by repeated meflages, to make offers to Vitellius, 
of fafety to his perfon, of revenues, and of any pri-*- 
vate retirement, in Campania, if, laying arms afide,, 
he would fubmit himfelf and his children to Vefpa- 
fian. Mucianus likewife fent him letters in the fame 
tendency and ftrain. Nay, in thefe offers Vitellius 
for the moft part rcpofed trufl and reliance, and wag 
wont to difcourfe what number of domeflicks he 
was to retain, and what pleafant recefs near the fea 
he muft chufe. Such abfolute ftupidity had feized 
bis fpirit, that if others would not remember he had 
been Emperor, he himfelf was ready to forget, and 
venture to live a private man. 
Vol. in. M Now 
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Now the Grandees of Rome were by fecret dif- 

courfcs roufing Flavius Sabinus, Governor of the 

City, * to think of winning a ilhare in victory and 
in fame. Upon him immediately depended the 
foldiers of the Cohorts there, nor would thofe 
of the night-watch fail to efpoute him, their own 
flaves (hould form bands and join him, the fuc- 
ccfsful fortune of the party was with him, and 
all things difpofed to ferve a conquering caufe. 
Nor ought he thus lazily to leave to Antonius 
and Varus precedence in glory. Few were the 
Cohorts remaining with Vitellius, thefe few, by 
difmal tidings from all quarters, quite difmayed. 
Fleeting and unftable was the fpirit of the popu- 
lace, and from them, if he once prefented him- 
fclf as their head, he would find the fame torrent 
of flattery and zeal turned inftantly upon Vefpa- 
fian. For the perfon of Vitellius; he was un- 
equal to fupport even a courfe of profperity, and 
now utterly ftunned and heart-broken by a ter- 
rible train of calamities. Upon him, who made 
himfelf matter of Rome, whoever he were, would 
devolve the praife and acknowledgment of hav- 
ing finiflied the war. In Sabinus it was becom- 
ing to fecure and referve the Sovereignty for his 
brother, in Vefpafian to poftpone all men to Sa- 
binus.' 
With no warmth or alacrity were thefe reafon- 

ings received by a man through years difabled in his 

Eerfon and his parts. Some there were, who har- 
oured againft him private fufpicions and cenfure, 
as if through malignity and emulation he dudied to 
mar the grandeur of his brother's fortune. For 
Flavius Sabinus, befides his feniority, whilft they 
were both private men, greatly furpafled Vefpafian 
in wealth and eftimation. He was even believed to 
have propped his brother's credit, otherwife fink- 
jngt and for the money lent to have received in 

pledge 
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pledge his houfe and poileilions. Hence, though 
between them a face of unanimity fubfifted, dark 
grudges and heart-burnings were apprehended to 
remain. The jufter conftruftion is, * That the 
< man, naturally merciful and gentle, had in ab- 

* horrence all flaughter and the fpilling of blood, 

* and therefore frequently conferred with Vitellius 

* about the means of reftoring public peace, and 
^ laying down arms by mutual conceflions and trea* 
' ty/ Many meetings they had at home ; at laft 
in the Temple of Apollo, as fame reported, they 
ratified the pacification. To their words and mu- 
tual declarations they had two witneffes, Cluvius 
Rufus and Silius Italicus. Their countenances were 
carefully obferved by thofe at a diftance, that of 
Vitellius unmanly and ^bjeft, • whilft Sabinus, far 
from infultiflg, loolced rather like a man filled with 
compaflion. 

The truth is, if Vitellius could have brought the 
mind of his followers to have been as eafy in com- 
plying, as he had been in yielding, the army of 
Vefpafian had entered Rome without blood. But 
every one of thofe, in proportion to his fidelity, ta 
Vitellius, rejected peace and the terms of peace. 
They reprefcntcd, ^ How infecure, how ignomini- 

* ous they were, and that only upon the wanton 

* humour of the conqueror the faith of performing 

* them reiled. Nor would Vefpafian manifeft fu<:h 

* high contempt for Vitellius, as to fufFer him to 

* live «ven a private man ; Neither indeed would 

* the party vanquiflied ever bear it. 80 that from 

* this commiferation of theirs would arife his cer- 

* tain danger. He himfelf, in truth, was an an- 

* cient man, and already fatiated with thp various 

* courfes of fortune, both pleafing and difaftrous : 

* But to Germantcus his fon, what name and cha- 
^ rader, what place and fituation wduld remain I 
^ At prefent be had large promifes of treafure, of 

M 2 * dome- 
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domeflics, and of feats upon the delightful coafis 
and bays of Cainpania. But from the moment 
-Vefpafian had maftered. the State, nor he, nor 
his friends, nor even his armies, would find them- 
felves in pcrfe^ fecurity till with the life of the 
competitor all competition were extinguiflied. 
Even Fabius Valcns, though their captive, nay, 
though referved for ufe againft a day of exi- 
gt ncy, proved too alarming and grievous to thefe 
men to be any longer borne. Far lefs did Anto- 
nius and Fufcus, far lefs did the luminary of the 
party, Mucianus, intend any terms for Vitellius, 
fave that of killing him. Nor by Caefar was the 
enjoyment of life left to Pompey, nor by Auguf- 
tus to Anthony : Unlefs Vefpafian peradventure 
poflelled fuperior greatnefs of foul, he who was 
no more than a creature of Vitellius, when Vi- 
tellius was Collegue in the Confulfliip with the 
Emperor Claudius. A nobler Choice Vitellius 
flill had, to be roufed even by defpair to Ibme at- 
tempt daring and brave, fuch as became the high 
honours fuftained by his father, even that of Ceh- 
for, and of three Confulfliips, fuch as became 
the luftre of this venerable houfe, diftinguiflied 
with fo many grand dignities in the State. The 
foldiers perfevered inflexibly in their allegiance; 
in the people the fame zeal flill remained. At 
worft, nothing more tragical could enfue, than 
what they were already rufbing wilfully into. 
They muft die if they fought and were vanquifli- 
ed, they muft die if they ujbmitted and furrender- 
ed. This only confideration imported them, 
whether to refign their fpirit^ tamely under fcorn 
and reproach, or bravely, like men worthy to 
live/ 

Deaf and impenetrable to all magnanimous coun- 
fels were the ears of Vitellius. His foul was over- 
whelmed with tendernefs and anxiety, left, by per« 

fifting 
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fifting in oppofition and arms, he fliould render the 
conqueror leis relenting towards his wife and chil- 
dren. He had alfo lately a mother, a lady fpent 
with age, and fortunate enough, by dying oppor- 
tunely a few days before, to efcape beholding the 
cruel downfall of her houfe j nor by her fon's ad- 
vancement to the Empire obtained flie aught, fave 
forrow, and an excellent name. On the eighteenth 
of December, having learnt the defedion of the 
Legion and Cohorts which had Submitted to the 
enemy at Narnia, he went forth from the palace, in 
mourning apparel, amidft his domeflics all wailing 
and fad. With them was carried his little Ton, a 
helplefs infant, in a fmall litter, as it were in a fu- 
neral folemnity accompanying him to his grave. 
The people attended with loud (bouts, very com- 
plaifant and very prepofterous. The foldiers with 
dreadful looks lowred in filence. 

Nor was any one found now fo unthoughtful of 
Ae variable lot of all things human, as not to be 
fenfibly afFeded with this doleful fcene ; the Em- 
peror of the Romans, lately Lord of human kind^ 
relinquifliing the feat of imperial Fortune, and 
through the midft of the people, through the ilreets 
of the City, parting from the Empire ! no fuch 
fight had they never feen, no fuch event had they 
ever heard. By an inftant ftroke of violence Cae- 
far the Di6bitor fell, Caligula by fecret combina- 
tion* Under the (hades of night, and in a coun- 
try place folitary and unknown, the flight of Nero 
was hid. Galba and Pifo peri(hed as it were in 
battle. VitelHus. \n the face of the people, upon 
his own account aftembled, encompaifed by his own 
foldiers, nay, under the eyes even of the women 
beholding him from their noufes, declared his own 
fall in few words, fuch as fuited his forrowful fitua- 
tion, * That he voluntarily withdrew for the fake 
* of public peacc,'and of the Commonweal. Of 
M ^ < tHeoi 
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* them he aflced no more than only to be holden 

* in remembrance by them, and that to his bro- 

* ther, to his wife, and to his tender apd innocent 

* children, they would (hew compaffion and mercy.' 
At the fame time extending his arms with his little 
ion in them, he commended him now to one, now 
to another, then to all. At laft, his fpeech being 
interrupted through abundant weeping, he ungirt 
his fword from his fide, and prefented it to the Con- 
ful (this was Cscilius Simplex, who flood juft by 
bim) as thus refigning yp the authority of life and 
death over the citizens. As the Conful refufed to 
receive it, and the aflembly with clamours oppofed 
it, he departed with ii^fention to diveft himfelf of 
all the garniture of Sovereignty in the Temple of 
Concord, and thence to feek a private retirement in 
his brother's houfe. Hence enfued clamours yet 
more vehement, all declaring againft his withdraw- 
ing to a private dwelling, all calling him back to 
the Palace. They even (hut up every other way, 
and only left open that which leads through the 
itreet called Sacred. He then, unfurniflied with 
counfel or refource, returned to the Palace. Al- 
ready had the rumour flown that he had abdicated 
the Empire, and already Flavius Sabinus had writ- 
ten to the Tribunes of the Praetorian Guards, to 
keep the foldierS under obedience and reftraint. 

Thus, as if the Commonwealth were falling in- 
tlre into the hands of Vefpafian, all the principal 
Senators, numbers of the Equeftrian Order, with 
the whole City-fold iery, and thofe of the Night- 
watch, crowded to the houfe of Flavius Sabinus. 
Thither was brought them an account of the ardent 
zeal found in the populace for Vitellius, and of the 
terrible menaces from the bands of Germans. Sa- 
binus had now advanced further than condfted with 
a pofEbility of retreating, Befides every particular 
there confulting his own perfonal peril, and all ap- 
prehend- 
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prehending left, whilft they were feparated, and 
thence .unequal to ftand an attack, the Vitellian 
Cohorts fliould befet them, they excited him to 
take arms, of himfelf hefitating and backward. But, 
as in exigencies like thefe it happens, the counfel 
was given by all, but to face the danger few would 
adventure. About the Fundane Lake fome of the 
boldeft of Vitellius's men affailed thofe who were 
come forth in arms with Sabinus. As the encoun- 
ter there was fudden and tumultuous, the fkirmifh 
was fliort, but the fuccefs remained with the V?- 
tellians. Sabinus, under this diftrefs and afFrighr, 
recurred to the fecureft expedient that offered, and 
fliut himfelf up in the Fort of the Capitol with 
his mifcellaneous foldiery, as alfo with certain Se- 
nators and Roman Knights ; men whofe names it 
were not eafy to recount, for that when Vefpaiian had 
conquered all oppofition, many there were who pre- 
tended to this proof of their merit towards his par- 
ty. Even women chofe to enter and abide the 
iiege: Amongft thefe the moft fignal of all was Ve- 
rulana Gracilia, a Lady who followed thither nei- 
ther her children, nor kindred, nor relations, but 
only followed the war. The foldiers of Vitellius 
invefted the Capitol, but with ftations altogether 
loofe and ill-guarded ; infomuch that during the 
dead of the night Sabinus caufed to be brought to 
him thither his own children, and Domitian his bro- 
ther's fon. Moreover, after he had by means of 
places not fecured, fent an exprefs to Vefpafian's 
Generals to acquaint him that himfelf and his friends 
were befieged, and, unlefs relieved, could hardly 
cfcape, he pafled the night fo free from any annoy *- 
ance or ^larm, that it was apparent he might have 
departed away without any hazard incurred. For - 
the foldiers of Vitellius, who in facing dangers were 
fo fierce and brave, fliewed fmall lift or application 
to continued toils, and the fatigues of conftant 
M 4 watch- 
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patchings* Befldes, a fudden florin of rain, 
and vehement fuiiably to the winter fcafon, b 
tbem of fight and hearing. 

As foon as day dawned, before reciprocal h 
lities began, he fent Cornelius Martialis, a Cc 
on of principal rank, to Vitellins with in( 
ions and expoftulations, about his violating 
mn ftipulations. « That his ofFer to abdtcat 
Empire had been a pure device and phantaiy, 
trived to delude fo many illuflrious men. ^ 
elfe, upon retiring from the a(&mbly> did hi 
ther chufe his brother's houfe, overlooking 
great Forum, and fitly placed to attradl the 
of all men, than Mount Aventine, and his i 
houfe there ? This was a rccefs which would 
become him, had he fought a flation truly 
vate, and fludied to fly all fhew and difph 
ScvcreigrUy. Quite contrary had been the 
dudt of Vitellius i he had again betaken hi 
to the Palace, betaken himfelf to the very c 
and citadel of the Empire. Thence by hrs 
an armed hoft had fallied, fcattering deflrud 
Strewed and defiled with the blood and car 
of innocents was the noblefl part of the 
Evep the Capitol was not exempt from profi 
violence. For himfelf; like other Senator 
only wore the pacific robe, whilfl between 
pafian and Vitellius the conteft for Empire 
deciding by combating Legions, by the caj 
of Cities, and by the defertion and furrend< 
Cohorts. Already to Vefpafian had revolted 
Spains, Germany the higher and the lower, 
all Britain ; yet fliU he, the brother of Vefp5 
perfided in faith and duty to Vitellius, till 
by Vitellius he was invited to treat of an ac< 
modation. In concord and peace the vanqui 
found felf-prefervation, the conquerors only i 
ter of glory. If be were forry far the ti 
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* made, let him not draw his fword againft Sabi« 
^ nus, the man whom he had perfidioufly circum- 

* vented, nor againft the fon of Vefpafian, one not 

* arrived at manhood. From the blood of a fingle 

* old man, from that of a fingle youth, what migh* 

< ty advantage would be gained ? No, let him ga 

* forth and confront the Legions, and there bravely 

* contend for the enjoyment of power fupreme/ 
In anfwer to all this, Vitellius, under great agonies 
and afFright, offered a few words to dear his in- 
nocence, throwing the whole fault upon * the fol- 
^ diers ; iince their impetuoiity was beyond bounds, 

* fuch as his gende rule was unable to reftr^in/ He 
even warned Martialis, * to retire fecretly through 

* an obfcure part of the houfe, that he might not 

< be aflaffinated by the foldiers ; as the mediator of 

* a peace, which was what they abhorred.' To 
himfelf no power remained either to command or 
to prohibit, nor was he any longer Emperor, but 
only the caufe of war. 

Hardly had Martialis returned to the Capitol ere 
the foldiers approached, full of fury, under no lea- 
der, every man his own mafter. The rapid hoft 
paffing by the Forum, and the Temples which over- 
look the Forum, mounted the oppofite afcent in 
battle array, and advanced even to the outermoft 
gates of the Fort in the Capito). Of old, upon. 
the fide of the declivity, to the right-hand as you 
afcend, there flood certain portico's : from the roofs 
of thefe the befieged cafling flones and tiles, over- 
whelmed the anailants^; nor had the tatter other 
weapons to wield than their fwords only } and as 
too tedious it feemed to have their engines drawn up 
with materials for throwing, into that portico which 
hung juft over them they burled flaming torches, and 
purfued their attack by fire* The gates of the Capi- 
tol were already on a fhme, and the enemy muft 
have entered, had not Sabinus puUed down the 

ScatucA 
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Statues on all hands, and with the(e the glorious 
monuments of our forefathers, raifed in the very 
entrance a new wall. They then ftrove to force 
a paflage from the oppofite avenues of the Capitol, 
that by the grove at the SanSuary, and that where 
the Tarpeian Rock is afcended by a hundred ftairs. 
Both aflaults were alarming and unforefeen ; but 
clofer and fiercer was that of the grove. Nor was 
It poflible to (lay their progrefs, as they climbed 
over the contiguous buildings, which, in a long 
courfe of domeftic peace, had been fufFered to be 
raifed upon the fide of the hill, fo high that they 
reached the foundation of the Capitol. It here 
remains undecided, whether to the adjoining roofs 
iire was fet by the afTailants, or which is more 
currently reported, by the befieged, whilft they 
Arove to repufe fuch as were yet nvounting up, 
and fuch as had already gained ground. From 
thence the fire fpread to the portico's of the Ca- 
pitol adjoining to the houfes, and the eagles which 
fupported the roof, as the timber was very old, in- 
Aantly catched the flames, and nourifhed them* 
Thus burned the Capitol, and burned to afbes, 
with its gates fhut, without being defended, and 
without being forced or plundered. 

This outrage was the moft deplorable that had 
happened fince the founding of the City, and to 
the Roman Commonweal the moft horrid and re- 
proachful. At a time when no foreign enemy an- 
noyed us, whilft towards us the Gods, as far as 
our evil demeanour would fufFer them, were {hew- 
ing themfelves propitious, thje refidence of Jove 
all-good, all -great, by our anceftors reared with 
ibiemn benedictions and aufpices, as the pledge 
and centre of future Empire, that facred Seat 
which had efcaped profanation even from Porfena, 
upon the furrendcr of Rome to him, efcaped it 
even from the Gauls, when they had taken the City, 

fuSered 



BookHL OF TACITUS. 151 

/ufFered defolation from the rage of our own Prin- 
ces, who accomplifced a calamity which our pub- 
lic enemies, could never accomplifh ! Once before 
too the Capitol was deftroyed by fire during a 
civil war, but then through private malignity. It 
was now publicly befieged, publicly burned, algs, 
from what caufes of mutual arms ? What prize to 
compenfate a deftruftion fo mighty ? Did we thus 
fight for our Country ? The elder Tarquin during 
his war with the Sabines made a vow to build it, 
and even laid the foundations, fuch as rather cor- 
refpondcd with his own hopes of its rifing to gran- 
deur in times to come, than fuited to the then low 
condition of the Roman people. Thereafter Ser- 
vius Tullius carried it on. with the friendly con- 
currence of our confederates ; and to finifli it, 
Tarquin the proud, having taken Suefla Pometia, 
applied all the fpoils of the enemy. But to the 
times and eftablifhment of public liberty, the glory 
of the work was referved. Upon the expulfion of 
the Kings, Horatius Pulvillus in his fecond Con- 
fulfliip dedicated it, having improved and increafed 
it to fuch (ignal grandeur, that all the enfuing 
wealth of the Rorpans, however immenfe, though 
it might ferve to give new embellifliments, could 
add to new magnificence. Upon the fame foun- 
dation it rofe again, when burnt 5 after an in- 
terval of four hundred and twenty five years, in 
the Confulfliip of Lucius Scipio and Caiu§ Nor- 
banus. The care of rebuilding it then Sylla un- 
dertook, having now maftered all oppofition ; yet 
be dedicated it not : This was the only thing with- 
holden from him to coitipleat his felicity. Upon it 
the name of Catulus, amongft fo many great works 
and monuments of the Emperors remained all along 
till the days of Vitellius : Then was this edifice laid 
in aOies. 

But from the fire much more dread accrued to 

the befieged than to the aiTailants : For the foldiers 
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of Vitellius, in doubtful emergencies^ wanted no 
addrefs or refolution. On the oppofite fide, the 
men were difmayed, and fpiritlefs the Leader ; nay, 
as if bereft of his faculties, he exerctfed not the 
natural ofEces of fpeech, or of hearings neither 
fwayed by the counfels of others, nor fumiibed wkh 
any of his own, but by the feveral cries of the 
enemies driven headlong hither and thither. What 
he bad commanded he again forbad, what he had 
forbidden he again commanded. Anon, what ufua(- 
ly happens in forlorn circumflances, all dtrc^ledy 
none obeyed. At length, cafting away their arms^ 
they only meditated how to lurk or where to fly* 
Then burd in the bands of Vitellius, and with 
fire, and fword, and carnage, made univerfid ha- 
vock, -A few military men who ventured to en- 
counter them, were flaughtered : Of thefe the moft 
fignal were Cornelius Martialis, ^milius Pacenfis, 
Cafperius Niger, and Didtus Scaeva. They en- 
compafl'ed Flavius Sabinus, deftitute of arms, nor 
ofFering to fly ', as they did Quindlius Atticus the 
Conful, a man fufficiently remarkable by the orna- 
ments of his office, as well as for his own vain- 
glorious condudt, as he had wantonly addrefled 
to the people certain edi£ts very pompons in behalf 
of Verpafian, very bitter and opprobious towards 
Vitellius. The reft, through divq» chances and 
flratagems efcaped, fome dilguifed under the habit of 
ilaves, others concealed by their trudy adheremsj 
and even buried amongft bundles. There were fe- 
veral who having learnt the word whence the Vt- 
tellians were diftinguifliing by.one another, and ven- 
turing to ufe it, by aflcing it boldly and anfwering 
readily, from fuch confidence drew the fame fecurity 
as from a hiding-place. 

Upon the firft irruption of the foe, Domkiati 
was by the device of his Freedman conveyed fecret- 
ly into the houfe of the Warden, and under the 

difgyife 
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difguife of a linnen robe, thnift amongft the Tribe 
of Sacrilicers, where paffing undifcovered, he con- 
tinued lurking at the houTe of Cornelius Primus^ 
a dependent of his father's near the place called 
Velabrum. He afterwards^ in the reign of his fa- 
ther, having demolilhed the Warden's apartment, 
reared upon the place a fmall Chapel dedicated to 
Jove the Prote^for^ with an Altar, and the ftory of 
this adventure graved upon Marble. Not long 
thence, when he arrived at the Sovereignty, he 
cre&ed a vaft Temple facred to Jove the Guardian^ 
with himfelf held in the arms of the God. Sabi- 
nus and Atticus, loaded with irons, and carried to 
Vitellius, were by him received with no bitter 
words, with no boftile countenance. Hence the 
rage of thofe who claimed privilege to butcher them» 
as alfo high rewards for the late exploit by them 
deemed a dccifive vidory. Thus clamours enfued, 
which being firft begun by fuch as flood neareft, 
the vile and debauched fort of the populace called 
aloud for the prefent execution of Sabinus, and with 
this their demand intermixed many threatenings as 
Veil as much flattery^ Nay, they forced ViteHiu& 
to forbear interpofing, as be ftood upon the flairs 
of the Palace preparing to fbften them by tntreaties, 
Inftantly they thruft Sabinus through, and mangled 
him,^ then cutting off his head, dragged his trunk 
to the chamel of malefadiors. 

This was the fate of a man by no means to be 
contemned. Five and thirty years had he carried 
arms for the Commonweal, and, both in peace and 
war, bore a very fignal reputation. As to the in- 
nocence of his life, and juftice of bis anions, he 
was unfpotted : In his difeourfe be was over-copr- 
ous : This was the only failing which even bufy 
rumour could objed to him during all the kvtn 
years that he ruled Moefia, during all the twelve 
Ihat be was Governor of Rom^» In the end of 

hi? 
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his life he was by fome judged to have been flow 
and fpiritlels, by many to have been prudent and 
moderate, and defirous to fpare the blood of hfs 
fellow-citizens. In one thing all men confent, that 
before Vefpafian became Emperor, the dignity of 
the family centered in the perfon of Sabrnus. I 
have been informed, that his fall was well pleafing 
to Mucianus. ^Indeed moft men alledged, that by 
it peace and unanimity in the State were fecured j 
as all .emulation was now for ever removed between 
thefe two, who would always have been conflder- 
ing themfelves, the one as the Emperor's brother, 
the other as his companion in power. But when 
the people required the doom of the Conful, Vi- 
tellius perfevered in oppofing them, being himfelf 
now pacified, and as it were repaying him a cour* 
tefy i fince to fuch as had afked him who it was 
that fet fire to the Capitol, he made free confefllon 
of being the perfon guilty. By this acknowledg-i- 
ment, or be it a fiSion only framed to temporize, 
in afluming the. crime, and the odium of the crime, 
he feemed to have acquitted as innocent the party of 
Vitellius. 

During thefe days, Lucius Vitellius having en- 
camped at Feronia, threatened to ftorm and fack 
Terracina. Within it were (hut up the Gladiators 
and Marines, a garrifon who dared not venture 
without their walls, nor face the enemy in the field. 
Over the Gladiators (as I have above recounted) 
there commanded Julianus, over the Marines Apol- 
liaaris, two men in flothfulnefs and debauchery re- 
fembling rather common Gladiators than principal 
Commanders. No watch they kept ; none of the 
weak parts of the walls did they flrcjigthen or fe- 
cure ; by night and by day they wallowed in vo- 
luptuoufnefs, and with their gay reyellings upon 
thofe delicious fhores, the whole coaft refounded. 
Their foldiers were difperfcd abroad to procure fup- 

plics 
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plies for their luxury j and only wbilft they wer® 
feafling did they talk of war. Apinius Tiro was 
gon^ from thence a few days before, and, by ex- 
afting fronathe municipal Cities money and pre- 
ients with notable rigour, gained to the party much 
more malevolence than ftrength. In the mean time 
a flave of Virgil ius Capito fled over to Lucius Vi- 
tellius, and undertook, if he were furnifbed with 
a band of men, to deliver up the caftle fecretly, 
deftttute as it was of guards. Thus in the dead of 
night, he lodged feme Cohorts lightly armed upoii 
the ridge of the hills juft over the head of the ene- 
my. From thence the foldiers rufhed down, in- 
deed rather to a maflacre than an encounter. Some 
void of arms, others endeavouring to arm, feveral 
juft frighted out of their fleep, were all eafily van- 
quifhed and overthrown, as with the profound dark- 
nefs, with the fudden alarm and difmay, trumpets 
founding, and enemies Ihouting, theyVere all dif- 
concerted and aftonilhed. A few of the Gladia- 
tors refifted ftoutly, nor died without firft revenging 
their deaths. The reft fled with all their fpeed to 
the (hips, where all were equally embarrafled by the 
fame diftrefs and aflFright ; for with the foldiers were 
intermixt the inhabitants of Terracina, and thefe 
two the Viteilians flaughtered, without making any 
diftindiion. Six fmall gallies, juft as the uproar 
and confternation began, efcaped away, and in one- 
of them Apollinaris Commander of the Fleet. All 
the other v^flels were feized by the (hore, or, fur- 
charged by the thronging crowd, funk to the bot- 
tom. Juiianus was haled away to Lucius Vitellius, 
and being firft fcourged, till he was all covered 
with gore, executed in his fight. There were fome 
whovcharged Tfiaria the wife of Lucius, as if with 
a military fabre girt to her fide, (he had manifefted 
dreadful kifolence and barbarity of fpirit, even amidft 
the doleful wailings, and fad defolation of Terra- 
cina 
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cina under the calamitous lot of fpoil and mai 
He himfelf, as an indication of his profperot 
chievement, lent to his brother a crown of I 
and defired his orders whether to return forti 
to Rome, or to perfift in the redudion of i 
pania. This paufe was of falutary confequenc 
to Vefpafian's part only, but to the whole < 
monwealth. In truth, had the foldters, nati 
headftrong, now elated with fuccefs, proceed< 
Rome juTt hot from their vidory, a ftruggie j 
little terrible muft have enfued, nor could it 
been decided without the deftraSion of the i 
For in Lucius Vitellius, however infamous he ^ 
no want of vigour was found ; not that from 
virtue he derived his importance and power a: 
worthy men do theirs, but, lil^ every other wi< 
man, from his villainy and vices. 

Whilft by the party of Vitellius thcfe things v 
tranfa^led, Vefpafian s army, having departed f\ 
Narnia, diverted thcmfelves at Ocriculum in 
lebrating the annual Feaft of Saturn, a feftivaj 
many days ; as if no other employment had awai 
them. The caufe of a delay fo prepofterous w 
to ftay for the coming of Mucianus. Nor w 
there wanting fome who entertained fufpicrons 
Antonius, and charged bkn, ^ As if through tn 
« chery he thus lingered, in confequence of the Ji 
« ters fecretly fent him from Vitellius, with offi 
< of the Confulfliip, and of his daughter then ma 
« riageable, and, with her a mighty fortune, as t\ 

♦ rewards of revolting from Vefpafian.' Others a 
ledged, * That all this change was no more th 

♦ a fiftion, framed purely in court to Mucianua 
Several argued, « That it was a refolution concerl 
« ed amongft all the Leaders, rather to prefent th 

♦ city with a terible difplay of war, than to carr 
« the war thither ; fince the chief flrcngth of th 
« Praetorian Bands had already deierted Vitelh'u? 
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^ who was likewife precluded from- any reinforce* 
< ment on every hand : So that it was prefumed he 
^ would quietly vteld up the Empire ; but that all 
^ was marred ana difconcerted, firft by the rafhnefs, 
^ then by the pufillanimity of Sabinus, who having 

* inconiiderately taken up arms, had not been able 
' to maintain the invincible Fort of the Capitol 

* againft three Cohorts, a place ftrong enough to 

* defy the aflaults of mighty armies.' The truth . 
is, one cannot eafily upbraid any particular Com- 
mander with a fault committed by all. For befidcs 
that Mucianus, by his dark and equivocal letters, 
retarded the motion of the conquering army, An- 
ton ius too incurred great guilt by his overlate and 
pernicious complaifance, though perhaps he thence 
ftudied to transfer upon the other all public refent- 
mcnt and hate. For the reft of the Chiefs ; by 
judging the war to be completed, they rendered the 
end of it the more iignal and glaring. Nor indeed 
had Petiiius Ceriaiis made fufficient difpatch, he 
who was purpofely fent forward with a thoufand 
horfe, by an indire£l march over the Sabine terri- 
tories to enter Rome through the Salarian highway. 
At laft, the news that the Capitol was befiegedy 
roufed them all. 

Antonius advanced along the great Flaminian 
road, and far in the night advanced at the red rocks ; 
But the aid which he intended came too late. He 
there met many tidings all very mournful, < Sabi« 
^ nus murdered, the Capitol reduced to aflies, the 
' City under dreadful confternation, nay, the po- 
* pulace and flaves all under, arms for Vitellius.* 
Petiiius Ceriaiis alfo was unfortunate in the corn** 
bat attempted by his horfe, who, rufliing incau- 
tioufly upon the foe, as upon men already defeated, 
were received by the Vitellians fteadily, with their 
foot interlined amongft their horfe. Not far from 
the City the confli^ happened, amongft buiklings- 

and 
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Biid gardens, and winding-lanes ; a (ituation 
liar CO the Vicellians, but ftrange to their ene 
and thence the caufe of their perplexity and 
Neither was the body of horfe unanimoufly afFc 
as amongft them were incorporated fome ^vhc 
lately furrendered at Narnia, and now warily w; 
ed for what fide fortune would ultimately dec 
Tullius Flavianus Commander of a Squadron 
taken. The red fuflFered a fcandalous rout^ £ 
in unmanly difmay. The vanquif^ers purfued 
beyond Fidenae. J^ 

By this fuccefs the former zeal and partialii 
the people became heightened. The commoi 
of Rome betook themfelves to arms ; fome few i 
furniihed with regular ibields i but the moft 
(hatched up and turned into weapons whatever 
firft in their way, and then craved the fignal 
battle. Vitellius prefented them his thanks, 
ordered them to fally forth and defend the City f: 
jnfults and attacks. Anon the Senate was aflemb 
and Ambafladors nominated for repairing to 
armies, fuch as under the ftile and guiie of 
Commonweal, were to exhort them to peace : 
union. Very different proved the lot and recept 
of the Ambaffadors : They who went to Petil 
Cerialis encountered perils almoft fatal, as the / 
diers fternly rejefied all terms of peace. Nay, ( 
Prsetor Arulenus Rufticus was wounded ; a barl 
rity which, befide the violation of a character i 
together facred, that of an Ambaflador and of 
Praetor, derived frefli abhorrence from the digni 
and edimacion of the man. His followers difperfi 
and fled : His principal Liilor was flain for darir 
to open a paflage through the crowd : and had 
not been for the prote«Slioii of a guard appointed I 
the chief officer, fuch was the brutal rage inrpirc 
by our civil diflentions, that the Law and Privileg 
#f Ambafladors, edeemed inviolable even among 

foreig 



Booklir. OF TACITUS. as9 

foreign and barbarous Nations, had been profaned, 
even to the maflacring of their perfons, in the midft 
of their native country and under the very walls of 
Rome. With more temper were they received who 
had gone to Antonius : Not that tlie foldiers had 
greater moderation, but the General greater autho- 
rity. 

With the Ambafladors had joined himfelf, Mu- 
ibnius Rufus, by rank a Roman Knight, one who 
attended to the Study of Philofophy and adhered to 
the do(S):rine of the Stoics. He mingling amongft 
the bands, and reafoning about the bleffings of peace 
and the dangers attending war, laboured thus to tu- 
tor men in arms. To many this was matter of dc- 
rifion ; to more it proved annoying and tirefome : 
Nor were there wanting fome to thruft him thence 
violently and to pufli him with their hands and feet, 
till through the perfuafions of all the more mode- 
rate, and the menaces of others, he forbore his lef- 
fons of wifdom fo ill-timed. Thither too had re- 
paired the Veftal Virgins with letters from Vitellius 
to Antonius : In thefe he defired, * That the battle, 

• which was to be the laft, might be fufpended for 
« one day ; during that interval, all things would 

• be more eafily accommodated.* The Virgins were 
difmifled with all demonftrations of honour. To 
Vitellius an anfwer was returned, * That by the 

• murder of Sabinus, and the burning of the Ca- 

• pitol, all means of ending the war by treaty were 
« cutoiF/ 

Antonius, however, by a fpeech to the Legions 
purpofely aflembled, tried to reconcile them to a 
temper, * that of encamping by the Milvian bridge^ 

• and of entering the City not before next day.* 
His motive for fuch procraftination was, left the 
foldieryjuft after the heat of a battle, might be fo 
tranfported as to fhew no mercy either to People, 
9S Senate, or even to the Temples and Domes of 

the 
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the Deities. But they dreaded all delay, 

oieans to bereave them of vidory. At the 

time fome ftandards feen ihining upon the 

though only followed by the weak and unv 

populace, exhibited the appearance of the ei 

army. Prefently they advanced to Rome, d 

into a triple hoft : one paflcd along where it a 

was, upon the great Flaminian road; another 

ed the Tiber ; the' third through the Salariar 

moved towards the gate CoUina. The mul 

of Plebeians was forthwith routed by an on 

the horfe. The foldiers of Vitellius moved t 

attack, formed likewife into a threefold band. 

ny were the confliAs before the City, varioii 

iuccefs, but to Vefpallan's men chiefly favoui 

as fuperior in the alnlities of their Leaders. S 

banafled were they only who had wheeled tc 

left hand towards the Salluftian gardens, tbn 

lanes very narrow and fljppery, where over i 

ftood the Vitellians upon the walls of the gstr^ 

and as they ftrove to climb, beat them down * 

ftones and (pears, almoft to the dole of the i 

till by the horfe who had burft in at the gate < 

lina, they were themfelves befet in the rear. 

the field of Mars too the parties joined in fi( 

encounters. For that of Vefpafian appeared 

concurrence of fortune, and of viflory fo oi 

gained. The Vitellians were fired and driven he 

long by pure defpair, and though vanquifbed i 

routed, aflembled again within the City and 

newed the battle. 

About the combatants the people were gathci 
as fped^ators ; and, as if they had been only i 
tending the reprefentation of a fight exhibited I 
public amufement and fport, they favoured ar 
efpoufed now thefe, anon thofe, with theatric 
(hours and clappings: Nay, as often as either fic 
recoiled, and particulars had fled into houfcs, < 

]a 
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lay hid in fliops, they infifted upon their being 
dragged out and (lain, and thus came to enjoy them- 
felves the largeft part of the prey. For, whilft the 
foldiers were only purfuing blood and flaughter, the . 
fpoil fell to the pofleffion of the commonalty. Tra- 
gical and ghaftly was the face of the whole City ; 
in one place deadly conflids, and bleeding wounds ; 
in another luxurious bathings and feats of riot ; 
every where blood in ftreams, and carcaffes in piles, 
and juft at hand wanton harlots, or fuch as re- 
fembled harlots ; afts of debauchery and voluptu- 
oufnefs, as extravagant as ever were pradifed du- 
ring a feafon of luxury and repofe, with all the bar- 
barities attending the moft mercilefs captivity. In- 
fomuch, that you would have thought the fame 
City at once tranfported with brutal outrage, and 
abandoned to fenfual revellings. Rome had before 
fecn contending armies in her flreets, where Sylla 
twice remained conqueror, and once Cinna ; nor 
was there then lefs cruelty excrcifed. But now, 
amongfl: men there prevailed an unconcern and fe- 
curity pcrfei^ly inhuman, nor for a fmgle moment 
were their pqrfuits of pleafure poftponed. Nay, as 
if this confufioo and carnage had feafonably inter- 
vened to heighten the gaiety of their feftival days, 
they exulted, they pampered and indulged, to both 
parties indifferent, and triumphing in public mi- 
feries* 

In ftorming the intrenchments of the Camp the 
hardeft ta(k was found, as they were defended by 
all the moft determined amongft the enemy, fuch 
who confidered the fame as their lad hope and re- 
fource. Hence the more ardour mantfefted by the 
conquerois, as amongfl: them foiemoft in zeal were 
the old Prsetorian Cohorts. All the inventions, 
ufcd in attacking the ftrongeft Cities, they now ap- 
plied, the military Shell, mifBve Engines, Mounds, 
and flaming Torches, f In this fmgle undertaking 

* they 
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< they all cried, would be completed wh2 

< hardlhips, whatever perils, they had in fo i 
f battles undergone* To the Senate and Peoj 
« Rome their City was reftored, to the D 
* their Temples. It was in the camp that th 

< culiar lot and glory of the foldiery refided : 

< was their Country, here was their houfhold 
« their houfliold Gods. Thefc they were no\ 

< ftantly to regain, or to pafs the night under a 
The Vitellians, on the contrary, though in i 
ber inferior, though unequal in their deftiny, 
plexed the victory, and retarded the pacifies 
With blood they contaminated the houfes, 
blood they profaned the altars, purfuing fuch 
as prove the laft folacements to men defperate 
vanquiflied. Upon the turrets and bulwarks t 
lay breathing their laft, many already breati 
They who remained, when their gates were 
open, uniting together, prefented themfelves 
fidently to the fwords of the vanquifliers. In ti 
they all fell facing the enemy, and wounded 
before. Such, even in dying, was their doncei 
die honourably. 

Vitellius, feeing the City taken, was cai 
in a chair through the back part of the palac 
his' wife's houfe upon *Mount Aventine, wii 
purpofe, if he could by lurking there efcape di 
very during the day, to fly by night to his brotl: 
Cohorts at Tarracina. But from unfteadinef 
fpirit, fuch too being the nature of dread, tha 
one who fears all things, prefent things are < 
moft irkfome, he came back to the palace now d 
late and wild : For all his flaves, even the loweft, 
flipped away, or elfe carefully avoided to meet h 
Terrifying to him proved the tlifmal folitude, 
every part ftill and filent : He tried apartm< 
that were fliut : He flirunk with horror to beh 
all void and defart. Weary at laft with fuch i 

fer^ 
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ferable and folitary, wandering to and fro, he thruft 
himfelf into a hiding-place fordid and difgraceful, 
and by Julius Placidus, Tribune of a Praetorian 
Band, was dragged from it. Behind him forthwith 
his hands were tied : Thus, with apparel all rent, 
he was haled along, a fpeftacle foul and fad, many 
reviling him, no one bewailing him. Indeed fuch 
was the abafement and indecency of his end, as to 
have banifhed all pity. There met him one of the 
German foldiers, and with his fword drawn made 
a violent blow, whether out of fury and vengeance, 
or the fooner to releafe. him froni infults and deri- 
fion, or whether aiming at the life of the Tribune, 
is matter of uncertainty. The Tribune's ear he ac- 
tually cut ofF, and was himfelf inftantly flain. Vi- 
tellius they forced, with their fwords pointed at his 
throat, now to hold up Kis head, and prefent his face 
to a deluge of indignities, anon to behold his own 
Statues twnbled down, and particularly to view the 
place of aflemblies, and that where Galba fufFered 
his bloody doom. In this manner they pufbed him 
forward, and at laft into the charnel of Malefadors, 
where the corps of Flavius Sabinus had lain ex- 
pofed. One faying there was, which fell from him, 
favouring of no bafenefs of fpirit ; when to the 
Tribune treating him with roughnefs and infults, he 
anfwered, * That neverthelefs he had been his Em- 
* peror.' Then, under many wounds given him, 
he fell and expired. The common herd inveighed' 
againft him, after he was flain, with the fame depra- 
vity of heart with which they had careiled him 
while he yet lived. 

His father was Lucius Vitellius, his age that of 
ieven and fifty years complete. He had acquired 
the Confulfhip, acquired Pontifical dignities, with a 
name and rank amongft the Grandees of the State, 
by no parts or vigour of his, but all through the 
Juftre and elevation of his father. The ^ift of 

Lmpire 
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Empire he received from fuch as never kn< 
man. In the hearts of the foldicrs rarely h^ 
man ever obtained fuch intereft by worthy im 
as he by impotence and floth.^ In him howe^ 
inherent a fimplicity of fpirit and liberality j 
lities which, unlefs kept under reftri&ion, grc 
evitably pernicious. His friends he thought 
cure, not by a conduct Aeady and unblan 
but only by mighty bounty, and thence rath 
icrvcd fuch, than had them. For the intei 
the Commonwealth without doubt it was th 
tellius was vanquilhed and fallen : Yet the) 
betrayed to Vefpafian the power and caufe < 
tellius, can frorA their perfidioufnefs claim nc 
lie merit, fince they had before revolted from 
ba. The day now hafiening to clofe, the i 
could not be aifembled ; for fuch was the ai 
of the Magiftrates and Senators, that they ha< 
vately dropped away from the City, or- con< 
themfelves here and there in the houfes of the; 
lowers. Domitian, after all apprehenfions oi 
ftility had ceafed, proceeded to the Leaders c 
party, where the foldiers thronging about hin 
luted him Cxfar, and all in arms conduced h 
his father's houfc. 
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The SUMMARY. 

^the calajnitoux condition of Rome, Lucius Vitellius 
Jurrenders his per/on and his bands ^ yet is Jlain, The 
Sovereignty of Verpafian confirmed by the Senate. 
The fine charalfer and accompH/hments ^Helvi- 
dius PrifcuSr Hts contejis with Eprius Marcel! us. 
Mucianus enters Rome. By him Calpurnius Pifo 
is ordered to be flain, The caufes and motions of 
the war in Germany^ firfi began by the Bat avians 
under the leading of CwWis. Next the Canine fates 
take arms. They demoUfl) the fortrejfes of the Ro- 
mans^ cut off the Garrtfons^ overthrow lSx\^\\\w^ a 
principal Centurion^ and afterwardshupercus Muai- 
mi us Commander of a Legion, The Veieran Ca^^ 
horts of Baiavians^ in the fcrvice of the Romans^ 
go over to Civilis, androu^ Herennius QdWxis Jlriv-' 
ing to oppofe them. The ancient Camp befteged by 
VoL^llI. N Civilis. 
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Civilis* The Roman foldiers mutiny againjl Hosif 
deonius : the conduct ef the war committed to Vo* 
cula. He advances againjl Civilis, is atfirft van^ 
quijhed^ yet by an accident gains the ViSlory* Again 
the foldiers mutiny againft Hordeonius ; nay^ mur- 
der him, Tranfa^ions at Rome^ and in the Senate : 
Contejls: Accujations, The foldiers of WivtlYva^ pa-- 
cifiea by Mucianus. The ajfafftnation ^Lucius 
Pifo in Africa. The Capitol rejlored. The Tre-^ 
verians and Lingones revolt from the Romans : The 
ether Gauls too waver : Small fidelity even in the 
Legions and Roman Cohorts^ all corrupted by the 
Cauls. Vocula flain. The Roman hldiers fiuear 
allegiance to the Empire of the Gauls. The fame 
do the Legions^ after a long ftege fuftained in the old 
tamp. The people ofCologn mtjhw to efpoufe the 
conquering caufe. The Lingones toe while routed by 
the Sequanians. At Rome the Empire judged in 
danger : Domitlan the Emperor^ s Jon prepctres to 
fujlain the war in perfon afftfted by Mucianus, 
four Legions forthwith font forward. The Gauls 
affemble in council: The wifer fort declare for peace 
however clogged with bondage. Petilius Cerialis 
vanquifhes the Treverians in a great battle. Many 
who had revolted return to thefervice and Jlaniards 
af the Romans. Cerialis foon afler engaged in a 
fharp confi£t with Civilis and Clafficus % the be^ 
ginning of the combat doubtful the iffite fuccefsful 
to the Komans. What happened to Vefpafian in 
Egypt ^ his miracles there : His Sovereignty Jgnified 
iy oracles andprefages. 

Theje the proceedings partly of the famt year, part* 
ly of the next. 

UPON the flaying of ViteDius^ war was xz^ 
ther feen to ceafe than peace to commence. 
The vanquifliers continuing in arms, hunt-* 
cd all over the City after the vaoquShed with eager* 

nefs 
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nefs and implacable hate. Filled with carnage and 
mangled coarfes were the flreets ; dyed and ftream^ 
ing with blood were the Temples and places of pub- 
lic refort, as in them were butchered all whom 
chance prefented to the deftroying fword. Nay^. 
anon, this lawlefs violence increafing, they fearched 
private houles, and dragged forth fuch as lay hid* 
Where they beheld any one remarkably tall and iii 
the prime of yearS) him they murdered without ex* 
ceptron, whether he* were loldier or citizen. This 
cruelty, which^ during the frefli impulfe of animo'* 
£ty and rancour, glutted itfelf with blood and fill- 
ing, was afterwards transformed into rapacioufneft* 
No place would they fufFer to i^emain private, ivy 
part (hut up, pretending that there fome Vitellian» 
were concealed. The beginning diis of forcing, 
open houfes, or a fure ground for committing mur- 
der where-ever oppofition was made. Nor did the 
indigene part of the populace fail to affift in the ge- 
neral violence, and fpoil. The moft villainout 
amongft the flaves were even forward to betray their 
wealthy Lords i others were expofed by their par- 
ticular friends. On all hands were uttered bitter 
waitings and the univerfal voice of anguifh, on all 
haqds feen no other than the miferable lot of a City 
ilormed and facked : Infomuch that the foldiers of 
Otho and thofe of Vitellius, however imperious 
and infulting, and however once hated, were now 
miflcd apd regretted. The Gedcrals of the party, 
men fo puiiunt and vigorous in kindling the Civil 
War« were fo^nd infufiicient to controul the fpirit 
of victory. For, in exciting public tumults and 
convulfions, every the worft man has the ftrongeft 
fway : To uphold tranquillity and peace, righteous 
defigns are required and virtuous management. 

The name and refidence of Cadar, Domitian 

enjoyed, but to the cares pf government gave yet 

HO atteation | and only in feats of adultery and con- 

^ a Z itupratioA 
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flupration acquitted himfelf as the fon of an Em- 
peror. With the command of the Praetorian Guards 
Arrius Varus was invefted. The fupreme exercife 
s^nd fprings of authority refted in Antonius Primus. 
From the Prince's houfe he was continually plun- 
dering, treafure, moveables, and damefiic flaves, as 
if he were ftill feizing the fpoil of Cremona. The 
reft, whether checked by their modefty or their 
meannefs, as they had merited no diftincSion in the 
war, were likewife undiflinguilhed by rewards. The 
Cjty undes great awe and terror, and quietly dif- 
pofed to fervitude, prefled « to hqve Lucius Vitel- 
* lius feized with, his Cohorts upon their march from 
« Terracina, and the remains of the war extin- 
^ guifhed-' Hence the cavalry were fent forward 
to Alicia : The body of the Legions refted at the 
Town of BoviJlae. Nor did Vitellius paufe a mo- 
ment, ^ but to the pleafure of the conqueror delivered 
up himfelf and. his bands.. His. men too caft away 
their ,unfortunate arms, moved as .much by indig- 
mtion as by fear. Through the City pailed the 
long train, of captives guarded.on each fide by files 
of armed men : Not. one betrayed a. relenting or 
fupplicant look- Grieved and vengeful they ap- 
peared, and to all the boifterous infults and deriilon 
of the mocking and petulant vulgar, {hewed them- 
felves fcornful and unmoved. The few who broke 
forth upon the rabble, were opprefled by the guards, 
the reft imprifoned. . From none of them fell a 
mean or degenerate expreifion j and though envi- 
roned with wretchednefs and diftrefs, they main- 
tained the renown of their conftancy and courage, 
unftained. Next was put to death Lucius ViteJlius, 
one in vices equal to his brother ; in his brother's 
reign tlie more vigilant of the two, nor fo much a 
companion in the funfhine. of his fortune, as fwal- 
Jowed headlong in his tragical fate. . 

During 



Book IV. OF TACITU5: 269 

During the fame time Lucilius Baflfus was dif- 
patched with a band of horfe lightly equipped, to 
eftablifli the tranquillity of Campania, as amongft 
the municipal Cities' prevailed a fpirit of animofity 
and contention, more in truth upon mutual difguils 
than through any difafFeftion and contumacy to- 
wards the Emperor. Upon fight of the foldiers^ 
prefent compoftire ^cnfued ; nor upon the fmaller 
Colonies for their late oppofition was any puniflr- 
ment inflided. Capua was affigned to the third 
Legion for winter-quarters, and thence grievouQy 
opprefled were the illuftrious families there. Yet 
to the people of -Terracina fo lately facked by the 
Vitellians, no help was adminiftered or relief. So 
much ftronger is the bent of men to revenge an 
injury than to repay a benefit, becaufe obligation's 
are burdenfomfe aftd painful ; but vengeance taken 
feems to be fomething gained. Some confolation 
it proved, that the flave of Virgilius Capitcr, he 
■whom I have mentioned to have betrayed their city 
to the enemy, -was ttbw faftened to a gibbet, dret 
fed In the^fatne rings which as a ' rccompencc frortk 
Vitellius he always wore. • Now at Rome, thfe 
Senate decreed to Vefpafian all the titles and pre- 
rogatives ever inveftcd in former Princes, With 
great alacrity artd hopes aflured. For, as the civil 
arms were firft wielded in^ the Regions of Gaul and 
Spain •; as Germany tod Engaged in the war, and 
anoii Illyricam ; as the fame civil arms had after- 
wards vifit^d E^ypt, Judaea,' arid Syria, nay, all 
the Provinces and all the Armies ; it feemed to thb 
Fathers that, tht whole world having thus under- 
gone e>cpiation, all diffentions were brought to -a 
natural clofe. To heighten their joy they had let- 
ters from Vefpafian, (6 conceived as if the war 
had yet fubfifted. This was the conftrucftion which 
at firft view they feemed to bear : Yet •in them He 
u(€d ibe-Aile of an £mperor, but chofe expreffions . 
N 3 fuU 
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full of courtely when he mentioned himlelf, full o^ 
dignity when he mentioned the Commonivcalth- 
Nor was the Senate wanting in z&s of duty and ob- 
fequioufnefs. To himfelf with his (on Titus for 
Collegue the ConfuMhip was forthwith decreed ; to 
Domitian the Prsetorfhip and Confular authority. 

To the Senate Mucianus too4iad fent letters, afjd 
thence furnifhed ground for obfervation and dif- 
courfe. ♦ If be were indeed a private man, why 
^ did he aflume the part of a public charader in 

< addreffing himfelf to the Senate ? In a few dajrs 

< he might have had an opportunity of propofing the 
* fame things from his place amongft the Senators/ 
Even his inveftivcs againft Vitellius were judged 
over-late, and unworthy of paffing for bold and 
free. But big with haughtinefs towards the Com- 
monwealth, big with contumely towards the Em- 
peror, was what he boafted, « That in his own 
^ hands he bad had the Empire, and freely bellowed 
^ it upon Vcfpafian.* But in privacy they fmo- 
^ thered this their indignation and hate, wfailft to the 
man their fycopbancy was public and glaring. With 
many flrains of eloquence very lofty and very ho- 
nourable, they aligned him the decorations of ui- 
timph, in reality for his coiidu<^ in the civil Wars ; 

•but his expedition againft the Sarmatians ferved for 
the pretence. There followed more grants of ho- 
iii.urs, the Confular ornaments pie&nted to Primus 
Antoriius, and to Cornelius Fufcus and Arrius Va- 
rus thofe of the PrsetoHhip. Thereafter they turned 
their deliberations towards the Deities ; hence was 
determined the rebuilding of the Capitol. And all 
thefe decrees aroie from the propofitions and rea- 
foning of Valerius Afiaticus Conful ele£t. The reft 
aflented by motions of tbeir head and hand ; as d'd 
fome few fignal in place, or of parts well trained 
in flights of lattery, by elaborate fpeeches puipofe- 
1y fianicd. When toHelvidiusPfifcus, PrsBtorcle^ 

U 
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it came to fpeak his fentiments, he propofed fuch 
sts upon a good Prince reflefled much revcrenpc and 
lionour, fuch too as were void of all falfe court and 
innncerity ; and by the Senate he was extolled with 
SkWeAionzte praifes. Indeed this proved a very fig* 
nal day to him, the beginning of mighty olFence 
given, and of mighty glory earned. 

Since I am here again led to name a man whom 
Iienceforward I muft frequently mention, it fecms 
incumbent upon me (hortly to recount his courfe 
of life and purfuits, and what fortune befel him. 
Helvidius Prifus was born in the municipal City 
of Terracina within the firft precin6t of Italy, the 
fon of Cluvius who had fuftained the rank of a 
principal Centurion. His bright and fignal parts 
he wholly applied, whilft yet very young, to ftudies 
of the more noble kind ; not as many do, to dif* 
guife fpiritlefs indolence under a pompous name^ 
but, in order to engage in the public adminidration 
with a mind thoroughly fortified againft all con* 
tjngencies and difafters. He adhered to fuch Phi* 
lofophers as maintain that only things juft are good^ 
that nought is evil fave what is difhoneft, and ia 
the rank of things neither evil nor good, place, no- 
bility, power, and all other acquirements which 
depend not upon the fouL Ere he had rifen higher 
than the Quseftorihip, he was by Thrafea Paetus 
chofen for a hulband to his daughter : Nor from the 
chara£^er of his wife's father did he copy aught fo 
ftudioufly as his undaunted .exercife of liberty. As 
Citizen, as Senator, Hufband, Son-in-law, and 
Friend, in all the offices of life, fignal was his up« 
rightnefs and equanimity, ever contemning wealth, 
ever unmoveable from righteous judgment, never 
to be (haken by fear. There were fomc to whom 
be feemed over folHcitous for fame ; though the tbirft 
cf glory he fuch a paffion as even wife men refiga 
Jaft. Upon the deadly doom of his father-in-law, 
N 4 .. . he 
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he was driven into exile, and returning in the reign^ 
of Galba, fet himfelf to implead Eprius MarcelJus, 
the accufer of Thrafea, The purfuit of this ven- 
geance, though it is uncertain whether it were more 
daring or more juft, rent the Senate into heats and 
contefts. For, were Marcellus fuffered to fail, the 
band of accufers were at once overwhelmed. At 
firft the ftruggle between them proceeded with not- 
able vehemence, and was by both fignalized with 
excellent fpeeches. Anon as the inclinations of 
Galba were in fufpence, and upon the interpoCtion 
of many Senators with intreati^, Prifcus dropped 
the procefe. Whence enfued various cenfures and 
difcourfe, according to the different humoprs of men, 
fome magnifying his moderation, fome charging 
him with want of vigour and firmntfs. But, 'upon 
the dzy when the Seriate had under confideration 
the Sovereignty of Vefpafian, as it was agreed to 
fend Ambafladors to the Prince ; upon thi^ fubjcft 
between Helvidius and Eprius, a bitter debate arofe. 
PnTcus infifted that they fhould be nominated by.. 
the Magiltrates, firft folemnly fwarn ; Marcellus, 
that they (hould be drawri by lot, the method al- 
ready propiofed by -the Cbriful eled. But what in, 
reality prompted Marcellus to fuch follicitude, was 
the apprehenfion of di/grace to himfelf, left, were 
others nominated, he (hould be thought flighted and 
poftponed. By degreees, from interchanging fharp 
words, they Were carried into continued fpeeches 
full of afperity. 

Helvidius defired to know, * Why Marcellus fo 

* much dreaded the judgment of the Magiftrates ? 

* He was matter of wealth and of eloquence, nay, 

* in the meafure of both furpafied many others : 

< unlefs he were perhaps urged and daunted by the 

< memory and blacknefs of his crimes. By the ufe 
■€ of blind lots and the urn no diftinSiop could be 

« made betvtreen the manners and charadtcrs of men. 

The 
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* The way of fuffrages a»d of^confultirtg the fen-* 

< timents of the ScnatCj was .purpbfely devifed for* ' 
« fearching ; the life and* reputation of particulars.' 

< To the.intcreft and well-being of lire <3ommon- 

* wealth it appertained, it appertained to the bo-- 

* nour of Vefpafian, that to Compliment him- there 
« fhould be fent men of the clcareft innocence irr 

* the Senate, fach as with virtuous reafoning and 
« difcourfe might feafon .the Prince's ears. Witit 

* Thrafea, with Soranu3 and Sentius, Verpafi;:n had 
« entertained perfonal intimacy and friendfliip : And 
« their accufers, though it feemed they muft not h6 

* puniflied^ yet ought not to be prefented under the 
« pomp .of a public charafler- By the judgment 

* of the Senate thus roanifefted the Prince would 
« be as it were advifed and warned, whom to fear 

< and fhun, whom- to countenance and approve^ 
« No greater fupport was there of a righteous reigft ' 
« than righteous friends about -the perlbn reigning,' 

* It ought to fuffice Marcellus that he had irvftigated 
« Nero to murder fa uiany innocents. Let hirfi 

* even enjoy the rewards of his fervices, and hi* 

* exemption from punifhment : Only let him leave" 

* Vefpafian to more worthy advifers/ 

Marcellus alledged, « That it was no propofitiortr 
« of his which was thus warmly combated, but 

* what had been propofed by the Conful eled, iii 
« purfuance of ancient precedents, which had left 

* the eleilion of Ambafladors to the decifion cff 

* lots ; fo as for caballing and the efforts of pcr- 

* fonal enmities, no place might remain. No m v(r 

* caufe had occurred, why inftitutions framed of 

* old fliould be abandoned to difufo, nor why the 

* honour intended for the Prince fhould be turned 
« to any man's contumely and difgrace. For pay- 
^ ing the iiomage defigned, every man there was 
« qualified. What they ought to be more fol licit- 
« ous to avwd^ was left through the unrelentint> 

N5 'itiff^ 
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^ ftiffhefs of fome certain particulars, his fpirit might 

* be incenfed, whilft in his new Sovereignty he was 

* yet poileiled with doubts and apprehenfions, and 

* warily watching even the expreffions and looks of 

* all men. For himfelf ; he confidered the temper 

* of the times in which he was born, as alfo the 
^ frame of adminiftration inftituted by our fothert 

* and grandfathers. The primitive inftitution he 
' admired ; to the prefent fettlement he adhered* 

* For the bleffing of good princes he beftowed 

* wiflies and vows s to princes good or bad he My- 
^ mitted. It was not more through any pleading 

< of his that Thrafea fufFered, than through the 
^ judgment of the Senate pafied upon him. With 

* fttch mock difplays of law was the cruelty of Ne- 

< ro wont to fport itfelf. Nor fmaller anguiCb had 

* he him(elf undergone from a friendfliip {o dan« 
« gerous, than had others from a fiate of exile. 
^ To conclude, he confented that Helvidius ihould 
' be equaled even to the Cato's and firutus's, in 
' conftancy invincible, in courage not to be daunted. 
^ He himfelf afiumed to be no more than one of 
^ that Senate, who had all, as well as he, yielded 
^ humble obedience to lordly power. He would even 

* perfuade Prifcus, that he would not be towering 
f above the Emperor, wduld not^ftrive, by his pre* 
*' cepts and documents, to reftrain Vefpafian, ao an* 
^ cient man, long fince diftingui(b^ with trium- 

* phal honours, and the father of fons already men. 

* As the worft princes fought iliight without limits 

* or law; to the other fort too, however excellent 

< they proved, a meafure and limitation in the ex- 

* ercife of liberty was always well pleaiing.' Thefe 
reafonings, defended and oppofed with mighty ar- 
dour and earneftnefs on both fides, were heard by 
the Fathers with inclinations divided. * Prevalent 
however proved the party who preferred the me- 
thod of lots, iince even fuch Senators as had ob-> 

ierved 
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fervcd a neutrality^ contended for retaining the an- 
cient ufage. Moreover every parti ulcar GrandeC) 
fignal in figure and elevation, learned to the fame 
courfe, from dread of envy ihould they themfelves 
be chofen by the other. 

There enfucd another conteft. The Praetors of 
the treafury (for then the Treafury was admini- 
fiered by rraetors) complaining of the Poverty of 
the State demanded that a retrenchment might be 
made in the public expences. The conful clcSt 
propofed to have the regulation of this referved for , 
the Emperor; fo mighty he thought the ta(k, fo 
difficult the remedies. Helvidius declared for hav- 
ing it tranfaded by the option and controulment of 
the Senate. Already the Confuls were gathering 
the opinions of the Senators, when Vulcatius Ter- 
tuUinus Tribune of the people interpofed his au- 
thority, ' againft mali^ing any ordinance about a 

* matter fo momentous in the abfence of the Prince/ 
Helvidius bad moved that the Capitol (bould be re- 
built by the Roman State, with the afliftance of 
Vefpafian ; a motion which all the moft modeft Se- 
nators paiTed then over in filence, ^nd afterwards 
forgot. There were fome too who carefully re- 
membered it. 

Then fell Mufonius Rufus upon Publius Celer, 
with a violent charge, accufing him < of having by 

* falfe teftimony procured the doom of Barea So- 
^ ranus.' The Senate thought that by this procefs 
would be revived the hate and rancour attending tlie 
profecution of the accufers : Yet fo guilty and vile 
was the perfon accufed, that it was impoflibic to 
fave him. For dear and adored was the memory 
of Soranus ; and Celer was known to have roade 
profeffion of Philofophy and wifdom, then to have 
become witnefs againft Barea, a traitor to his friend, 
an inftrument to deftroy one whom he pretended to 
inftru^ For the trial was appointed the iiext day 

^ N 6 4hat 
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that the Senate met. Nor was it now fo much 
Mufonius or Publius that created expe£lation and 
impatience, as Prifcas and Marcellus and the reft : 
So intent were the minds of men' to fee vengeance 
purfued. 

Such was the fituation of things ; amongft the 
Fathers fadlions and ftrife, the party vanquiflied full 
of rage, the ^anquifliers void of all authority, the 
City bereft of lawsj bereft bf the Emperor's pre- 
fence, when Mucianus arrived in Rofne, and in a 
moment drew to himfeff the univerfal fway. Quite 
funk was the power of Antonius and of Arrius Va- 
rus 5 for but ill-diffembled was his animofity towards 
them, though by his looks he ftudied to hide it. 
But the City, always of notable fagacity in diving 
into difgufls, had already turned her back upon her 
]ate favourites, and devoted herfelf to the new 
minion. To him alone court was paid; only to 
him all fuit was made. Neither was he wanting 
to his own grandeur : In great ftate he removed 
from feat to feat, and Ihifted from one pleafant gar- 
den to another, always encompafled with an armed 
hoft. Such was his magnificence and equipage, 
fuch the pomp and folemnity of bis port abroad, 
and fuch the guards at his gate, that he grafped all 
the effence and terrors of Sovereignty. The name 
he forbore. Mighty and general was the dread 
ivhich accompanied the bloody doom infli<^ed upon 
Calpurnius Galerianus. He was the fon of Caius 
Pifo, and had never offered to difturb the State. 
But from his name and race fo illuftrioas and an- 
cient, and from his own perfon graceful and young, 
in the priatings of the commonalty he had gained 
a reputation very popular and admirtd. Moreover, 
as the City continued ft ill ^agitated and unquiet, and 
thence pleafed with all new rumours, there were 
fome who in abfurd conjedures were invefting htm 
with the Imperial Diadeni. By order of Macianas 
^ * \ he 
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he w^s committed to the cuftody of a band of fol- 
diers ; and left his death ibould minifler more obr 
fervation, were he executed in the eye of the City, 
he was fent forty miles thence, along the great 
Appian Road, and, upon cutting his veins, perifh- 
td by an effufion of bloo4^ Julius Prifcus, Captaia 
of the Praetorian Guards under Vitellius, flew him- 
felf, prefled to it rather by fliame than any neceflity, 
Alphenus Varus, however guilty of daftardly con- 
duct, and branded with infemy, continued to fur- 
vive. Afiaticus too the Freedman by fuffering the 
death of a flave, atoned for his late wrcked fway. 

During the fame conjefhire,- the report of our 
'defeat in Germany filled the City,- yet afflifted it in 
no degree. * Of our armies flaughtered ; of the 

* winter encampments in jthe Legions, taken and 

* poflefled by the enemy ; of the revolt of all the 

* nations of Gaul ;' people difcourfed as matter of 
news only, not as calamities. From what fource 
and motives that war proceeded, with what' mighty 
combuftion it taged amongft ftrange nations and 
thofe of our allies, I (hall here deduce and explain. 
The Batavians, whilft they dwelt beyond the Rhine, 
were a part of the Cattians, and, when driven 
thence by a domeftic infurreQion, fat down upoa 
the extreme borders of Gaul, fuch as they found 
deftitute of inhabitants, as alfo ifpon an ifland fitu^ 
ated between the mouths of the Rhine, waflied be- 
fore by the Ocean, behind arid on ei^thef fide by 
the River. Neither in leaguing with the Romans, 
did they find themfelves oppreffid or exhaufted by 
thofe their alKes however more potent, nor ferved 
they the Empire in aught fave men ahd arms ; anS 
they were long occupied in the wars of Germany, 
Soon after their military renown becanie augmente'd 
in Britain, whither were tranfported fome' of their 
bands of infantry, conduced, according to old and 
conftant ufage, by men of the firft rank amongft 

them. 
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them. At home too they retained a body of tAeSt 
horfe, fjgnal for their exercife and dexterity in fwim- 
ing, {6 as to crofs the Rhine in troops complete 
armed and mounted in the ftream. 

Julius Paulus and Claudius Civilis, men of r^yal 
/defcent, greatly furpafled the reft in credit and qua* 
lity. Paulus was flain by Fonteius Capito who 
falfly charged him with rebellion. Upon Civilis 
irons were put» and he fent to Nero ; by Galba he 
was declared innocent and releafed ; again under 
Vitellius he incurred capital danger, for that the 
army importunately craved his execution. Hence 
the rife of his anger and vengeance ; and hence his 
hope8» founded upon our misfortunes. But Civilis, 
who had a fp'urit more able and politic than ufual 
to Barbarians, affumed to be another Sertorius or 
Hannibal, bearing in his viiage a mark of defor* 
mity like theirs ; and, left our arms might be turned 
againft him as a public enemy, fliould he once ap- 
pear to have revolied from the Roman people, he 
pretended an attachment to Vefpafian, and to elpoufe 
J)is caufe with zeaK It is certain, that by letters 
fent him from Antonius Primus, he was ordered 
\ to ftop and drive back the forces fummoned to 

• fuccour Vitellius; and under colour of the in- 

• furre<5^ion in Germany, to withhold the Legions 

• from removing/ The fame caution and direc- 
tions bad Hordeonius Flaccus given in perfon to 
Civilis, from a mind well difpofed towards Vefpa- 
fian, and in tendernefs to the Commonweal, upon 
which prefent deftru<ftion was furely falling, were 
the war renewed, and fo many thoufand armed men 
poured into Italy. 

Civilis therefore utterly bent to rebel, yet mean- 
ing to fmoth^r for the prefent his main drift, and 
in the mean while to adjuft all his meafures by the 
courfe of events, began on this wife to introduce 
the public change intended. By the orders of Vi- 
tellius, 



BooklV. OF TACITUS. 279 

tellius, the dower of the Batavian youth were calJcd 
together to be lifted foldiers ', a thing in its owa 
natural tendency very grievous, yet aggravated and 
imbittered by the behaviour of the agents employed, 
men abandoned to rapine and bebauchery. For the 
mufter they fingled out the ancient and infirm^ pur- 
pofely to have a reward for difcharging them : Again, 
fuch as were of unripe years, but in their perfons 
lovely, (and, in truth, moft of their young men are 
goodly and tall) they haled away to fufier pollution 
repugnant to nature. Hence enfued much bitter- 
nefs and hate : The minifters alfo of fedition, men 
purpofely tutored and prepared, urged the people to 
refufe being enrolled. Civilis, pretending only to 
celebrate a banquet, aflembled the chiefs of the na* 
tion, and the moft daring amongft the populace, in 
a facred grove ; where, when they had rejoiced and 
caroufed till far in the night, and he perceived them 
now warm and bold, he began an harangue, firft 
dtfplaying the praifes and renown of their nation ;' 
then proceeded to enumerate the infults, the a6ts 
of oppreffion and violence, and all the miferies at- 
tending upon a ftate of fervitude. « For that in 

* truth they were no longer held as confederates, 
« but treated like bond flaves. The coming of^n 

* Imperial Lieutenant, however oppreffive and bur- 
« thenfome bis retinue, however terrible and im- 
^ perious his authority, was but a light grievance. 

< The Batavians were furrendered to the rule and 
-* luft of fmall officers. Captains and Centurions. 

« Nay thefe, as.foon as glutted with their blood 

* and fpoils, were changed ; other d6vourer$ with . 
^ empty bowels fearched out, and new titles for 

* plundering were devifed, various and many. Over 
-* their heads at prefent hung the injunSion to fur- 

* nifh foldiers ; whence children would be rent from 

< their parents, brothers from brothers, as it were 
-^ by a laft parting for ever* M no time had the 

* Roman 
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« Roman State been more fcakea and djftrefled, nor 

* in their winter entrenchments, was aught elfe to 
« be found but ftore of fp9il laid up, and men 
« feeble and old. They fliould only, lift up their 

* eyes, nor dread the empty names and ibadows of 
« Legions. They themfelves were matters of power-* 
« ful forces, foot and horfe 5 the Germans were 
« their kinfmen ; the Gauls had the fame wiflies 
« and aim. Nor even to the Romans would this 
•war prove difpleafing ; and whatever crofs events 

< it produced, the Batavians .would of courfe put 

< to account of Yefpafian. If.it fucceeded, ofvic- 
« tory no account was ever to be rendered. 

As with mighty concurrence he was heard, he 
bound, them all in a combination, folemnized witb 
barbarous uiages, with malediftions and impreca- 
tions peculiar to the country. ,To jthe people Ca- 
ninefates cmiflaries were fent, to engage ,them in 
the fame caufe and aflbciation. This nation e.njoys 
part of the ifland, in thefr own original and language 
the fame with the Batavians, eq.ual too in^bravery^ 
in number fewer. Anon, by fecret inter- agents he 
fuborned the Batavian Cohortp, once Auxiliaries in 
Britain, then fent into Germany, as above I have 
recounted, and now abidiiig at Magonti^cum^ 
Amongft the Caninefates, fignal for brutal brayery 
was Brinno, in his defcent fplendid and illuftrious. 
His father, after many hoftilities and exploits againft 
the Romans, contemned with impunity the ridicu- 
lous expeditions undertaken by Caligula to fupprefs 
him. So that the very name and merit of a family 
fo*rebellious recommended the fon, who being placed 
upona fliieJd, according to the cuftom of the na- 
tion, and elevated in proccflion upon the (boulders 
of men, was chofen their Leader, he forthwith^ 
joined by the Frifians, a people beyond the Rhine 
now called in to fuccour him, paffing by fca forced 
jthe winter encampments ^f two CoborCf) an acquis 

fiitioa 
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fition which lay neareft to be made. ' Neither did^ 
our foldiers forefee the fudden aflault, nor if the/ 
had forefeen it, were they of force fufficient to have* 
repelled it. The Camp therefore; was taken and 
plundered. The foQ next difcharged their rage up- 
on the vicEtuallers and Roman traders, men, as fe- 
cure of peace, confidently rambling abroad. They 
were alfo ready to have ftormed-afid facked.the ftr'ong 
holds, whichj fince th^y coutd'-not be defended, 
were by the Captains of the "Cohorts burnt down. 
Into the upper part of the' ifland were drawn toge-. 
ther the Enfigns and Banners,- and remnant of men^ - 
under the command of Aquilius "a principal Cen- 
turion, and furnifhed the namedf -an army mucK 
rather than' the ftrength. For, Vitellius having 
withdrawn from the Cohorts their prime force, had 
to recruit'them, vcncumbered with a burden of arms 
a fpiritlefs crowd drawn from the next villages of 
tile Nervians and Germans. 

Civilis, who thought it behoved him to cover ^Tl 
his mcafures with profdund guile, even, upbraided * 
the Captains, * for having abandoned their Fortsi 

* He himfelfj he faid, would foon fupprefs the in- 
« furreSion of the Caninefates, with no ' other jpowef 

* than the Cohort which he comtri^nded. Theyi ' 
^ the reft of the Officers, tjught again to repaif 

« inftantly to- their feveral* quarters.' That under 
this- counfel fraud lurked, fihce theCohorts, were 
they feparated, would be the eafier overwhelmed and 
that this war was headed not by Brinno but Civilis, 
v/as apparent, as from the Germans difcoveries were 
by little' and little breaking out, fuch as thiitpeople, 
ever delighted with war, could not long fmother. 
When from thefe his wiles no fucccfs enfued, he 
had recourfe to open violence ; and, of the Cani- 
nefates, the Friziahs, and the Batavians, compofed 
three diftinft hofts, each formed (harp in the front. 
The oppofitc- army wac embattled not far from the 

Rhine^' 
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Khine, and againft the enemy too were ranged tb€ 
fiiips, which, having fired their forts, they had con-» 
dudled thither. Nor had the encounter held Io»g 
ere a band of Tungrians went over with Enfigns 
difplayed to Civilis. The foldiers, quite afion(hied 
with a revolt (o furprizing, were flaughtered at once 
by their enennies and their companion9« In the 
'Ihips the fame perfidioufnefs was found. Part of 
the rowers were natives of Batavia : Thefe feigning 
themfelves unflcilled in that cxcrcife, wilfully ob- 
RruSted the mariners and combatants in the dif- 
charge of their office, and fruftrated all their ef- 
forts. Anon defving all orders, they rowed away 
directly towards tne enemy's fliorc. At laft, what- 
ever Mafters and Centurions (hewed not the fame 
inclination, they butchered. Thus the Fleet intire, 
confiding of four and twenty (hips, defened to the 
en«ny, or was taken by him. 

Signal was the credit which immediately accom* 

Emied this viSory ; fignal afterwards the advantage : 
y it the vi£lors gained what they wanted, {Sips 
and arms, befides that through Germany and Gaul 
they reaped high renown, and were celebrated witli 
applaufe, as the authors of national liberty reftorcd. 
Both Germanics prefently fent them AmbafTadors 
with offers of fuccours. The alliance of the Gauls 
Civilis courted by prefents and addrefs. Such Cap* 
tains of Cohorts as he had taken of that nation, he 
reftored every one'to his native refidence. To the 
frank option of the Cohorts themfelves he left it, 
to depart home, or to remain with him, as they 
lifted. Thofe who would flay, he {)ropofed to di- 
ftinguifli honourably in the fervice. With fpoils 
taken from the Romans he prefented all who went 
away. He at the fame time reafoned with them fe- 
credy, and exhorted them to take warning firom 
^ the^ feries of calamities, which in fo long a courfe 
^ of years they had fuifcred^ whilft to a miferablc 

< date 
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fiate of bondage they falfly gave the name of peace. 
The Batavians, though exempt from tribute and 
payments, had yet taken up arms againft the com- 
mon opprellbrs of Nations : nay, in the firft en« 
gagement, the Romans were routed and vanquifh- 
ed. What muft be the confequence, were the 
Gauls too to throw off the yoke ? What ftrength 
afterwards would be found to remain in Italy f 
With the blood of the Provincesr the Provincct 
were fubdued. Upon the difailrous arms of Vin- 
dex they muft not reflect : It was in truth by the 
Batavian Cavalry that his followers the Eduans 
and Avernians were difcomfited. The Auxilia- 
ries too, led by Verginius againft him, were part- 
ly compofed of Belgic Gauls ; and, in flri£t rea- 
foning, only under its own native forces had 
Gaul funk and fallen. At prefent they had all but 
one common purfuit, with the additional advan* 
tage of having in the Camps of the Romans ac- 
quired whatever found difcipline was pradifed 
there. With him already concurred the Veteran 
Cohorts, they before whom the Legions of Otha 
fell. Bonds might ftill be the portion of Syria 
and Afia, and of the Eaft, Countries inured to 
the tyranny of Kings. In Gaul there were yet 
alive many men born ere Tribunes were known. 
What Germany had lately eiFeded, was mani-- 
feft ; even the extirpation of bondage by the 
flaughter of Quintilius Varus. Neither was it 
fuch an Emperor as Vitellius, but Auguftus Ca9- 
(ar himfelf, that this brave people thus defied to 
wiar. Liberty was a blefling b^ftowed by the 
bounty of nature, even upon dumb beafts : for- 
titude and prowefs wsis a felicity peculiar to mah^ 
to the moft intrepid and brave the Qods were al- 
ways fure to be aiding. Hence they ought, they 
who were unimployed, to aflail an enemy on 
every fide engaged ^ ibey who were in prime vi- 

• gour, 
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* gour, to fall upon men fatigued and exhaufted, 

* Whilft fome of them efpoufed Vefpafian, fome 

* Vitellius, by fuch divifion fcope was left to an- 

* noy both/ 

Thus intent was Civilis upon drawing over the 
Provinces of Germany and Gaul, meditating if his 
fcheme fliould fucceed, K) eftablifh a Kingdom of 
Nations fo extremely powerful and fo extremely 
rich; Now Hordeonius Flaccus, by a courfe of 
diffimulation, fomented the firft efForrs of Civilis, 
But when meflengers arrived full of affright, with 
tidings, * That the Roman entrenchments were 

* ftormed, the Cohorts overwhelmed, and from the 

* Ifle of Batavia the Roman name extirpated ;* he 
ordered Lupercus Mummius^ Colonel of a Legion, 
(who, as the old Colonel had the Command in 
the winter-quarters of two. Legions) to march out 

-agoinft the enemy. Lupercus forming an hoft of 
the Legionary foldiers encamped with him, of tlfe 
Ubians drawn from the neighbourhood, and of the 
Treverian horfenot far diftant, led them along with 
rapidity, reinforced by aTSquadron of Batavian Ca- 
vali'y, men long fince debauched in their allegf- 
ance, but feigning great, fidelity, purpofcly to be- 
tray the Romans in the very heat of the battle, and 
then to fly. away with the higher profpe6t of reward. 
Ar6und him Civilis ranged the Enfigns and Banner's 
of the vanquiflied and captive Cohorts, tofpirit hfs 
owri foldiers with thefe monuments of their recerft 
glory difplayed to fight, and to daunt and terrify 
his foes by thus recalling the remembrance of theftr 
fad deiekt* In the rear, of his army he directed hfs 
mother and his fifters to abide, as alfo the wives of 
his men, and even their little infants ; as fo many 
incitements to vidlory, at lead to. fill them with 
Ihamo' fliould they yield. Now. when with the hi- 
deous chanting of the men, and the bowlings' of 
the women^ the whole hpft refound^d, by no. me^rrs 

equal 
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equal were the Ihouts returned by the Legions and 
auxiliary Cohorts. Nay, naked and unguarded was • 
our left wing rendered by the Batavian Squadron, 
who immediately deferted to the enemy, then in- 
ftantly, like enemies, turned upon us. Yet the Le- 
gionary foldiers, though on every fide they faw con- 
fternation and diforder, ftill preferved their ranks 
and their arms. The auxiliary Ubians and Tre-' 
verians betook themfelves to fcandalous flight, fliift- • 
ing and difperfing all over the fields : Againft them 
the Germans bent their fury and purfuit ; and thus 
to the Legions an Opportunity was minrftered of 
efcaping fafely into that called the ancient Camp. 
Claudius Labeo, Commander of th6 Batavian Squa- 
dron, as a man engaged againft Civilis in domeftic' 
competition, was by him removed to the Country* 
of Frifia ; left, had he flain him, he (hould have 
drawn upon himfelf national antipathy and hate, 
or, were he fuffered at home, he might kindle intef- 
tine divifion and quarrels. 

About the fame time, the agent by Civilis fent to 
the Cohorts of the Batavians and Caninefates, ar- 
rived amongft them, as, in obedience to the orders 
of Vitcllius, they were- upon their march to Rome. 
In a moment they took fire, and fwelling with pride 
and contumacy, and' demanded, ' gratifications for 
« their march, a Donative, double paj% and an aug- 
* mentation of their Cavalry ;' all in truth pro- 
mifed them by Vitellius, yet now claimed with no 
view of fucceeding, but. only to feek caufe of in- 
furrcSion. Fhccus too by making them many con- 
ceftions, efFefted no more, than to (et them upon 
requiring with greater imperioufnefs fuch terms as 
they knew he would refufe.- So that fcorning Flac- 
cus, they took their rout towards lower Germany, 
there to join Civilis. Hord.?r»iiius, in a Council of 
Tribunes and Centurions, deliberated, whether he 
ihould by ftrong hand reprefa thefe men who thus 

renounced 
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renounced their obedience : Anon he condtided to 
retain his foldiers within the trenches ; a purpofe 
proceeding from impoience of fpirit natural to him, 
and from the difmay of the Officers who were fore* 
ly perplexed with diftruft and concern, for that the 
inclinations of the auxiliary troops wavered, and 
by precipitate levies the L^ons had been recruited. 
Pre&ntly after finding himfelf feized with regret, 
SDd cenfured even by thofe whofe advice he had 
followed ; as if he were now juft ready for the pur- 
fttit, he wrote to Herennius Gallus, who command-* 
cd the iirft Legion, and then governed Bonn, ^ to 

< oppofe the paflage of the Batavians, and that he 
' himfelf with his whole army would be fure to 

* follow clofe upon their rear/ Without doubt, 
they might have been totally overwhelmed, had 
Hordeonius from that quarter, Gallus from this, 
poured in their forces at the fame time, and aflailed 
them on each hand thus befet. Flaccus quite dropped 
the attempt, and, in other letters to Gallus, direct- 
ed him, not to obftrud them from paffing on. 
Hence the fufpicion, that by the co-operation of 
the chief commanders the war was kindled, and 
hence all the many evils produced by it or appre- 
hended from it, were conftrued to arife from no 
want of bravery in the foldiers, from no fuperior 
power in the enemy, but purely from the guile ^d 
bafenefs of the Leaders. 

I'he Batavians, as foon as they approached Bonn, 
fent forward certain perfons to lay before Gallus 
the inftrudlions with which they were charged by 
the Cohorts ; * That againft the Romans, for whom 

* they had fo often made war, they meditated none, 
^ As they were weary and wafted with a courfe of 

* warfare fo tedious and fo unprofitable, they only 

< longed for their native homes an4 recefs from la* 
^ hour. If no one withfiood them their march 

< ihould be inoffeniivei but if they h^d WJ^ to 

« en* 
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^ encounter, they would find a paflage by the help 
• of their (Words/ The Roman Commander of 
himfeff in fufpenfe, was puibed by the foldiers to 
hazard a combat. Three thoufahd Legionary fol- 
diers there were, with fome Cohorts hailily levied 
in Belgia, as alfo a band of boors and of retainers 
to the camp, a heartlefs and daftardly band, but 
full of pertnefs and defiance ere danger came. At 
all the gates the whole hoft fallied, with a purpofe 
to furround the Bataviansj in number unequal. 
7'hey, like men old and experienced in the arts of 
war, drew up in triangular bodies, clofeon every 
fide, with their front, rear, and flanks all impene- 
trable and fecure. In this form they pierced quite 
through our ranks thin and weak. The Belgians 
recoiling, the foldiers of the Legion were repulfed^ 
and in great difmay fled to their gates and rampattSi, 
Here the grcateft flaughtcr was made. With car- 
cafles and heaps the trenches were choked and filled* 
Nor was it wounds only and the hofiile fword which 
proved deftrufiive ; many periflied in the difaders 
attending the tumult, many by their own weapons* 
The vanquifhcrs avoiding Cologn, purfued their 
march, and during all the reft pf it, attempted no 
axft of hoftility. To vindicate thcmfelvc$ from blame 
for the fight at Bonn, they alledged, that they had 
iirft fought peace, and had recourfe to feif-defence 
whence peace was refufed. 

By the acceflion of the Veteran Cohorts, Civilis 
was become General of a regular and intire army ; 
yet wavering in his purpofes, and eflimating the 
formidable might of the Romans, he obliged a I 
that were with him to fwear allegiance to Vefps* 
£an. To the two Legions alfo, which upon their 
defeat in the former engagement, had retreated ti 
that called the old Camp, he ftnt An^.biflTadors, to 
induce them to take the fame oath. The anfwer 
wturned was, * That they profefled^ not to follow 

* the 
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< the counfcls of a known Traitor nor thofc 

• public enemies. As their Emperor they ackn< 

• Icdgcd none but Vitellius, for him they wc 

• pcrfcvere in fidelity and arms to the final moni 

• of their lives- Hence a fugitive Batavlan n 

• not affume the controulment of the Roinan S: 

< but prepare to meet the deadly doom due to 

< enormous crime/ When to Civilis this re 
was recited, in a violent tranfport of fury and v 
geance he excited the Batavian Nation to t 
arms. With them the Brufterians and Tenc 
rians immediately joined : Germany w^s roufed 
rfgcnts purpofely fent, and ajl were intent upon 
pcrquifites of plunder and renown. " 

To refift the EfForts of a war (b threatning, 2 
fo many hoftile combinations, the Commandcrj 
the Legions, Mummius Lupercus and .Numil 
Rufus fortified tlieir bulwarks and enxrenchme.i 
The buildings which, during a long peace, had be 
faifeJ near the camp, in fuch ^number and exu 
that they refemblcd a large town, were all dem 
llflied ; left they might prove of fervice to the en 
in\\ But, little availed this their precaution, u 
Lis they had firft conveyed into the Camp the pr 
vifions there contained : Thefe they, permitted t 
men to fnatch away. Thus in a few days was dif 
patcd, wantonly, a quantity of fiores which f 
fupplying their neceflities would have fufficed a lor 
while. Civilis leading forth his hoft, command( 
the Centre in perfon, at the head of the {Qk£i fo; 
ces of Batavia ; and, to render his power the moi 
dreadful to behold, with huge bands of Germar 
he covered b(.th banks of the Rhine, whilfl all ovt 
the fields the horfemen were terribly bounding : A 
the fame time too the (hips were drawn up the ri 
ver. Here the Standards of the Veteran Cohort 
were prefented to view ; there the frightful image 
of wild 'beads, brought out of their foreft an( 

facre( 
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facred graves, firitaWy to the difFereht ufage of di- 
llin6l nations in proceeding to battle. Hence upon 
our forces, now befieged, dreadful confternation fell^ 
from the fight of an hoftile army fo diverfified as 
to rcprefent at once the terrors of an inteftine and 
of a foreign war* ' Befides, the hopes of the aflaik 
ants were raifed and enlivened bv the large circum- 
ference of the entrenchments, arawn at firfl of ex- 
tent fufEcient to lodge two Legions, and now guard- 
ed by fcarce five thoufand men. With thefe ia 
truth there were a multitude of retainers to the 
camp, fuch as upon the infraction of the public 
peace, had flocked hither, and were employed i.i 
the fervices of war. One part of the camp flood 
\ipon the fide of a hill rifing with a gentle afcent, 
another upon the plain. For, by this winter en- 
campment, Auguftus judged that both Germainies 
Vrould be kept beleaguered and utterly reflrained, 
nor once forefaw a time (b difaftrous to ,the Ro- 
mans, when they would even bid defiance and come 
to inveft our Legions. Hence neither upon the 
Jituation, nor upon the ramparts was any uncom- 
rnon labour beftowed : Courage and arms feemed 
abundant bulwarks. The Batavians arid they from 
beyond the Rhine, that the valour of each nation 
might glare more fignally when apart, chofe diftindl 
pofls, and began the aflault by -Jancing, their darts 
at a diftance. Prefently after, as moft of thefe their 
weapons miflive fell without any execution, and 
hung impotently in the turrets and pinnacles of 
the walls; nay, as they themfelves were annoyed and 
fend wounded by vollies of ftones poured from above ; 
with violent impetuofity and fliouting they ruQied 
to ftorm the ramparts, the moft part mounting up- 
on fcaling ladders, others upon the military fliell 
formed by their companions. Already in b uth fome 
had reached the battlements, from whence they were 
hurled headlong by blow? of falres'and (hocks of 
Vol.. m. O bucklers. 
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bucklei^9 and then (laughtered with ftakes and dam 
thrown after them, as men naturally vehement and 
precipitate in the firil onfet, naturally overmuch 
elated with fuccefs ; and at this time fo inflamed 
with thirft of prey, that they fubmitted even to 
bear calamities and fore diftrefs. Nay, they even 
attempted an expedient utterly new to them, the 
trial of battering engines ; and, as in thefe they 
were deftitute of all flcill, they had deferters and 
captives who inftru£fced them to rear a frame of 
timber in fafhJon of a bridge, and, by the affidance 
of wheels underneath, to roll it forward againft the 
fortifications : fo as fome being polled upon the 
arch, might from thence fight as from a mound, 
^hilft others enclofed within it were employed un* 
feen in demolishing the walls. But mighty ftones 
caft from the miffive machines quite overthrew and 
levelled with the ground the unwieldy and ill-com- 
pa£ted fabric. Then, while they were preparing 
ihelters of hurdles and moving penthoufes, upon 
them were difcharged from the engines fhowers of 
flaming javelins. Thus even they who made the 
gttack, were themfelves aflaulted by terrible wea- 
pons of fire. At length defpairing of fuccefs from 
the method of force and ftorming, they changed 
their meafures, and had recourfe to time and leifure: 
For they were aware that within the camp there were 
provifions but for a few days, and a multitude large 
and unwarlike to maintain. They nlfo hoped that 
from penury feme treafon would accrue, that loofe 
^ and fickle would prove the fidelity of (b many flaves, 
and that by the fortuitous events of war advantages 
would arife. 

Flaccus, the while, having learnt the fiegeofthe 
camp, and fent agents into the territories of Gaul 
to procure and accelerate fuccours, to Dillius Vo- 
cula. Commander of the eighteenth Legion, de- 
livered a chofen detachment from the Legions, 

with 
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with orders that by as large marches as poilible he 
ibould fpeed away along the bank of the Rhine.^ 
He himfelf, as he was impotent and infirm, linger-^ 
ed behind, in his fpirit quite benummed, by his i'oU 
diers abhorred. They indeed raged againft him,. 
"n a ftilc no wife difguifed or obfcure, * That he 
bad even confented to the departure of the 3a* 
tavian Cohorts for Magontiacum ; he had falfly 
feigned ignorance of the machinations of Civilis ^ 
he had fiifFered the Germans to aflbciate in the 
revolt. Nor had the co-operation and a<Slive aid 
of An tonius Primus, nor that of Mucianus, more 
notably ripened and enlarged^ the intereft of Vefi- 
paiian. Profefled hate and hoftility avowed were 
obvious to be known, and openly to be reprefled : 
fraud and the efforts of guile lurked under dark- 
nefs, and thence could not be efcaped, Civilis 
was an enemy declared ; he advanced to the enr 
counter, he embattled his men. Hordeoniu^, out 
of his chamber, and from his couch, ifliicd what- 
ever orders he knew falutary to the foe. Yes j 
fo m^ny bands of men completely armed and of 
hearts undaunted, were controuled by one man 
enfeebled through |ige and ficknefs. More ad- 
vtfeable it were by (bedding the blood of the trai- 
tor, to refue their injured fortune and bravery 
from an inaufpicious General doomed to evil fate.' 
While yet warm with fuch difcourfes conAantly 
pafling amongft themfelves, they were fet on a flame 
by the letters brought from Vefpafian. Thefe, bc- 
caufe they could not be fuppreflcd, Flaccus publicly 
recited to the foldiers purpofely aflembled, and fent 
fuch as had brought them^ in bonds to Vitellius. 

The fpirits of th|5 men b^ing thus mollified, they 
arrived at Bonn, the winter encampment of the firlt 
Legion, The foldiers there were yet more angry 
and incenfed, fince upon Flaccus they charged all 
the bjamp of their defeat 5 « for that by orders fron> 
O 2 *hlm, 
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* him, they had marched out to encounter the Ba- , 
« tavians, tiufting to his engagement, "that the Le- 

« gions from Magontiacum Ihould at the fame time 

* prefs them in the rear : Thus by his treachery 
« their lives had been betrayed and facrificed to the 
« fwords of their enemies, as to fave them no fuc- 
« cours were fent. To all the other armies thefe 
i tranfa<aions were utterly unknown, nor were they 

* even tranfmitted to their comtnon Emperor, when 
« it would have been eafy by the array and concur- 
< rence of fo many Provinces, to have fupprefled 
» a traiterous defeflion juft begun.* Hordeonius, 
for his defence, in the hearing of the whole army, 
recited the copies of all the letters which he had 
ifent into the Provinces of Gaul, into both Spains, 
iand into Britain, to prefs and follicit them for fuc- 
cours-, and introduced, a very mifchievous prece- 
dent^ by appointing that what public letters came, 
Ihould be delivered firft to the Eagle-bearers of the 
Legions, to be by them read to the foldiers before 
they were prefented to the General. He then or- 
dered one of the ringleaders of the fedition to be 
committed to bonds, rather indeed to affert his own 
authority, than that there were no criminals but 
one. And the army moving from Bonn, proceed- 
ed to Colognj whither flocked many fuccours from 
amongft the Gauls ; a people who at firft vi- 
goroufly fupported the caufe of the Romans : Anon 
many of their cities, encouraged by the revolt in 
Germany daily gathering ftrength, took up arms 
againft us, in hopes of recovering their liberty, as 
alfo thirfting to bear rule over others, were they 
once redeemed from fervitude themfelves. Now 
dill higher waxed the wrath of the Legions, nor 
lipon them had the example of one man committed 
to chains, brought any awe or terror : Nay, that 
One brought a charge too againft the General, 
it of being an accomplice with the rebels, and of 
\ ^ ^ op- 
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• oppreflSng hirn with a forged crime, to' prevent 

• his witneffing the truth, as between Civilis and 

• Flaccus he had been an inter-agent/ Inftantly 
Vocula mounted the Tribunal with amazing cou- 
rage, ordered this foldier to be feized, and, for all 
his exclaiming, doomed 'him to be led to prefent 
execution. Thus, whilft the guilty and iil-difpofed 
were ftruck with dread, all the innocent and well'v 
meaning paid ready obedience to his order. Then, 
as with one accord, they craved Vocula for their 
General, upon him Flaccus devolved the whole 
command. 

Their fpirits, already turbulent, many cfrcum- 
ftances concurred to render quite outrageous : They 
w^anted their pay ; they wanted grain. The Gauls, 
too, haughtily refu fed to pay tribute, and denied to 
furnilh levies. The Rhine, through drought ne-^ 
ver before known in that climate, was fcarce deep 
enough for the bearing of veffels: Vifkuars were 
fcarce : All along the banks guards were pofted to 
repulfe the Germans from paffing : Hence lefs grain 
was fupplied, and more mouths to confume' it. 
With the vulgar it pafled for a prodigy, that the 
watefsr bad funk fo low ; as if the rivers alfo, and 
the ancient bulwarks and boundaries of the £m« 
pire, bad forfaken us-r An e^nt which during peace 
would have been only called an acci^knt^ or^ at moft, 
the courfe 0/ nature^ was at this jundure Ailed the 
decree of fate^ and the vengeance of the Deity, Up- 
on their entrance ' into Novefium, the thirteenth 
Legion joined them. - Herennius Gallus, Comman* 
der of a Legion, was taken mto (hare of the di*' 
redtion with Vocula ^ and, as they durft^not ad-r 
Tance agatnft the foe, they encamped at a place 
called Gelduba. Here they hardened and exercifed 
the men,' by arraying them frequently in order of 
battle, by digging trenches^ raifing ramparts, and 
•ther devices and eflays in war. Moreover, ^ to 
O 3; lundle 
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kindle them into valour and enterprize by the fweets 
and incitemen't of plunder, tnoft of the army was 
by Vocula condufied agalnft the adjacent territories 
of the Gugernians, a people who had confederated 
with Civilis. Part of the forces remained in the 
camp with Gall us. 

It happened that, in the river not far from the 
camp, a veflel laden with grain ftruck in the (hal- 
lows ; and, as the Germans were pulling it to their 
fhore. Gall us, who could not brook the indignity^ 
difpatcbed a band of five hundred men to fave and 
recover it. The Germans at the fame time had 
their number augmented ; and fuccours on both 
/iJes by degrees flocking in, a general conflift en- 
fued. The Germans carried off* the veflel,. with 
huge havock of our forces. The Van<]uiihed, ac- 
cording to the cuftom and mode for fome time efta- 
blifhed, cenfured not their own fpiritleis behaviour, 
but Gallus as a traitor* Out of his tent they drag- 
ged him, rent off his apparel, covered his perfon 
with ftripcs, and imperioufly commanded him to 
declare, * for how much reward he had betrayed 
• the army, and who were his accomplices.* IJp- 
on Hord'eonius their fpigbt and the common abhor- 
rence recoiled : Him they ftile the devifer of the vil^ 
Inifjy^ the other his agent At length, terrified with 
their incdTant menaces of prefent death, even he 
alio charged Hordeonius with treafon. Thus he 
was bound in chains ; then, upon the arrival of Vo- 
cula, releafed. The latter on the day following 
doomed the authors of the mutiny to capital punilb- 
ment. Such was the ftrange contrariety of temper 
hi that army i fo prone to outrages, fo tame under 
chaftifement! Without queftion the common fol- 
diers adhered fmcerely to Vitellius : All the men of 
diilin<Slion were devoted to Vefpafian. Hence the 
frequent viciiTitudes of enormities and punifliments, 
and infiances of obfequioufnefs joined to a£b of 

fury. 
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fury. So that fuch as would fufFer no rule or 
reftraint, could fubmit to bear feverity and cor* 
redlion. 

Now Civilis, through the univerfal concurrence 
of Germany, and by the arrival of infinite fuccourat 
from thence, was raifed to mighty power. For that 
people, to bind their alliance with him, had de- 
livered as hoftages the principal Lords amongft them. 
To thefe his confederates he ifllied orders, thit rhey. 
fhould feverally, according to their proximity and 
fituation, lay wafte the territories of the Ubjans 
3>nd Treverians ; and that another band fliould pafs 
the river Meufe, to harafs the country, and (hake 
the faith of the Menapians, the Morinians, and the « 
frontier regions of Gaul. In both quarters fpoil 
and ravages were committed ; but amongft the 
Ubians more implacably than elfewhere, for that 
they, who were by extrafiion Germans, having call 
off and difbwned their native country, aflTumed a 
Roman name, thzt of Jgrippians. In the Towa' 
of Marcodurum their Cohorts were cut in pieces, 
whilft they lay heedlefly and unguarded, in their 
own opinion fecure at (tich a diftance from the- 
Rhine. Neither did the Ubians acquiefce in the 
Jofs, but refllefly infcfted Germany, and carried ofF 
plunder, at firfl with impunity ; but afterwards they ' 
were intercepted and flaughtered. In truth, through 
the whole courfe of that war, they behaved with 
more fidelity to us than fucccfs to themfelves. Whcrt 
the Ubians were crulhed, Civilis, become thence 
more keen and implacable, and upon the fortunate 
iflfue of his efforts more elated and haughty, prefled 
forward with vigour the fiege of the Legions. To* 
prevent any fecret meflenger from entering with ti- ' 
dings of approaching fuccour, he carefully pofted 
guards. Upon theBatavians he transferred the di«^ 
re&lon of the machines, and the talk of carrying 
en the works. To thofe from beyond the Rhine,'' 
O 4 urging 
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urging to be led to the onfet, he gave orders to le- 
vel the entrenchments, nay, to renew the attack 
after they had been repulfed : For his hoft was over- 
numerous^, and the Ms of men eafy to be borne. 

Nor did the fall of night put a period to this 
their toil and purfuit. Bringing together great quan- 
tities of wood, they fct it on fire quite round the 
Leaguer, and betook themfeKes to banquetting and 
good fellowfliip : Then, as faft as they were feve* 
rally inflamed with wine, they flew to the attack; 
with precipitation altogether fruitlefs and fool-hardy. 
For their own darts, thrown at random in the daik^ 
fell without execution ; whilft to the aim of ihc' 
Romans the hoft of Barbarians were prefented con-, 
fpicuous by their own lights; and every particular»> 
fignal for boldnefs, of the f|^endor of his armour^ 
groved a fure mark. Of this Civilis was apprized : 
He therefore ordered ' the fires to be extkiguiihed^. 

* and the whofe to be committed tt> the blind con- 

* fufion of arms and darknefs/ Hence inftamlf 
began an uproar various and confufed, cafualties 
and encounters unacccHintable* WherC-ever ooife* 
or tumult happened to be heard, thither they faced^ 
about, thither bent theif blows : Of no avaikntnt 
jl^roved bravery or manhood : By the aiere anarchy, 
of chance all things were wildly jumbled, all things^ 
difconcerted ; and by the wea;pdns of cowards the* 
braveft men often fell* The Germans Were ac- 
tuated by fury void of forecaft i The Roman fol- 
diers, like men inured to pi^rilous adventures, lanced 
poles pointed with iron,, and ftones hiige and mafiy, 
Bbr lanced at random. As often as the noife of the 
eflfocts againft the pallifade^ or fcaling ladders there 
planted^ had drawn them upon the enemy, down 
they hiirted them with the navels of their bucklers* 
and after them darted javelins : As man]r too bad 
ipnounted the battlements>. thfife they flau^teKd with* 
tbeif Cnoiis^ 

Wbcnb 
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When the night had been in this manner fpent,. 
the fucceeding day prefented a new method' of at-- 
tack. The Batavians had drawn out a^ Tower 
ready mads,, confifting of two floors, and were mov* 
ing it towards the Prastorian gate, as thither the* 
ground^was moft level. Againft this ftrudlure flrong. 
booms were pointed and rammed, and mighty raf-^ 
ters heaved $ whence it was cruflied to pieces, with 
mighty havoc of fuch as were poded upon its florieSk- 
Upon the foe thus baffled and difmayi^d an onfec 
i^as made by a fudden and fuccefs&il fally^ The 
Legionary ioldiers, the while, men praSifed anct 
dexterous in mechanical devices for war,- fiamed 
feveral machines :. Signal beyond that oF all the retty. 
vas the terror caufed by one which was hdifted up 
and waved over-head : This, fuddenly ftooping dowr^r 
pulled the enemy aloft, fometimes one, fometimcs 
feveral, juft in the face of their fellows, and then^ 
upon turning the weight, flung them into our camp^ 
Civilis, having now dropped ail hopes of fucceeding 
by fiorm, had again recourfe to an ina£iive fiege,. 
and only employed agents and great ofiers to ibaice 
the faith of the Legions^ 

Such were the tranfacSiions in Germany before^ 
the battle of Cremona; the ifTue of which wa» 
communicated by letters from Antonius Primus^ 
who with them alfo fent the edi£t of Caecina, the? 
Conful,. In truth, the Captain of a Cohort amongfl^ 
the vanquiOied, AIpinu« Mbntanus, in perfon ae-^ 
knowledged the fad fate of the party. Hence among A 
them enfued emotions of fpirit very diiFerentr and 
eppoiite.. The Auxiliaries from Gaulv men who 
towai;ds neither of the contending parties felt eithep^ 
fondnefs qt averfion, men who bore arms without 
attachment or afFe£lion for any caufe, inflantly re^ 
volted from Vitellius upon the perfuafian of th< he 
Officers.. The Veteran foldiers befitated ; but whea 
Uofdeoniuapropofed the. oath) and the Tribur en 
Q 5, tirgedl 



^98 TM£ MISTOkY BooklV. 

urged them to take it, they indeed fwore, but with- 
out yielding any aflfu ranee of their conviftion either 
in their countenance or their temper. Nay, when 
they repeated the reft of the form diftindly, they 
pauied at the name of Vefpafian, and cither mut- 
tered it haftily, or, which was the praflice of the 
majority, palled it over in utter filence. 

After this, to the Toldiers purpofely aflembled 
were read the letters froin Antonius to Civilis, and 
furiher provoked the jealoufy of the men, as con- 
ceived in language proper for an aflbciate in the 
fame caufe, and mentioning the German array un- 
der the ftyle of enemies. Anon the tidings were 
carried to the Camp at Gelduba, and there, again, 
the fame things fpoken and a£ied. Montanus was 
moreover fent to Civilis with inftrudions, to will 
him, ^ to forbear war ; to ceafe difguifing boftile 

• arms with falfe names and pretences. If to Vcf- 
^ pafian he meant to minifter aid, his purfuit was 

• abundantly fulfilled.* To all this Civilis, at firft, 
made an artful and crafty reply ; afterwards, when 
he obferved Montanus to be of a fpirit very violent 
and fierce, and prone to embark in public innova- 
tions, he began to complain, and to urge the perils 
which, without meafure, he had undergone during 
^ courfe of five and twenty years in tne Camp and 
Service of the Romans. He then added ; a glo- 
rious recompence of my labours have I received, 
even the untimely death of my brother, even mf 
own chains and imprifonment, even the cruel and 
implacable clamours of this army ; and as by ildem 
my blood was demanded, by the law ofnajfions 
I claim vengeance, and purfue it. For yoii, ^re- 
verians, and all the reft of mankind' who have 
fouls fold to bondage, what price hope ye for 
your blood i'o often (pilt, other than warfare void 
of profit, everlafting tribute, rigorous rods and 
axes, and the fpirit of la wk& Lotds domineering 

* over 
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* over ihe helplefs flaves ? Behold me, behold the 

* Caninefates and Batavian^, me no more than the 

* Captain of a fmgle Cohort, them only a handful, 

* a fmall portion of Gaul : Yet they and I have 

* demolifhed their encampments fo fpacious and fo 

* unavailing ; at leaft we befet them on every lide, 

* and urge them with famine and the fword. To 

* add no more ; by adventuring we £hall either re- 
« cover public liberty, or, if we be vanquifted, 
< fuffer but the fame flavery.' He then difmiiled 
Montanus thus roufed and enraged, but with di-" 
regions to reprefent in a gentler ftrain whatever had 
pafied between them. He, upon his return, owned 
his embaily to have been fruitlefs, but under diOi- 
mulation hid all the reft, which anon broke forth 
glaringly. 

Civilis, retaining with himfelf part of his forces, 
againft Vocula and his army difpatched the Veteran 
Cohorts with whatever Germans he had remarkably^ 
brave, afSgningthem for Leaders Julius Maximuf, 
and Claudius ViiStor, hufband to his fifter. In their 
rout they ravaged the winter encampment of a (qa- 
dron of horfe, fituated at Afciburgium and with 
rapidity Xo unforefeen ru(hed upon Vocula's en- 
trenchments, that he wanted time to fpcak to his 
men, time to array them in order of battle. What 
only he couW do in the confufion of an uproar, was 
to advifc, * That with Legionary ibldiers the cen- 

* tre (hould be filled and fortifitxl.' Round about 
the/e the auxiliary troops were ranged. Prefenily 
our Cavalry advanced to the on(et, and being by 
the enemy received with ranks fteady and firm^ 
turned round, and retired flying to their own hofh 
What followed was downright flaughter, and not 
a battle* Moreover the Nervian Cohorts, moved 
through perfidioufneffi or terror, leaving their Na- 
tion, kft our men naked on the flanks. So that tlie 
attack was puflied on quite to the Legions, nay the 

O 6 Legioiis 
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Legions, having akeady loft their Banners, were 
fui^ring carnage and; difcomfiture within thar rani^ 
parts,, when, on a fudden, by the arrival of frdh: 
iuccours, the fortune of the combat was changed. 
The Gafcon bands,, lately levied by Galba, and* 
at this jun£hire called in to ajQift their friends, as. 
they approached the Camp^' hearing the fbouts of 
the combatants,, fell upon the enemy in the rear 
whilft earneftly purfuing the defeat,, and filled them 
with difmay much heavier than needed from a num* 
ber no greater, for that amongft the- foes many be-« 
lieved tbatfupplics were come from Novefium ; as 
did others, that they were the forces indre f{OD» 
Magontiacum. This Miftake infpired the Romans 
with magnanimity ; and in aJTurance of the help^ 
jximiftered by the vigour of others,, they exerted 
, their own. Of the Batavians • all tht braveft mea 
throughout their infantry were cut ofiv . The horier 
•fcaped with the ftandards and captives taken fron» 
win the beginning of the encounter. There fell' 
on our fide, that day, the larger number, but of 
men the leaft valiant. Out of 3ie German hoft pc* 
ri&ed the very ftrength and prime«. 

The Commanders on either fide were eq^ually to 
Uame^ ^and, having both merited evil fucce&, wer& 
both wanting to improve their good> fortune. For^ 
had Civilis fent out a more numerous army, it could 
never have been enclofed^ in thfe reai: by a few Co- 
horts,, and having already broken into the entrench- 
ments,, would have likewife demolilhed them. Vo-* 
cula,, who had not fo much as. fent to fpy the mo'^ 
tions of the enemy, -was not aware of their ap- 
proach : Hence, as foon as he marched forth againft 
them, he was vanquiihed by them* Next, when 
he had even obtained the yi£iory, prefiiming little 
upon; it, he wafted feveral daysh to no purpofe, ere 
he moved towards the enemy^. Whereas, had he 
hafted. to prefsb them,, and, to foliow* the xourfe of 

events,, 
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events, he mighty with the fame effort continued 
have releafed the Legions from the fiege. Civilis. 
the while had tampeited with the befieged, and tried 
to win them to fubmit, by reprefenting^ that upon 
^e Romans deftrudion was brought, and utter de- 
fpair^ and that over them hi& forces had gained the 
^idory. The Enfigns and Banners juft taken were 
carried ^ut, and pompoufly difplayed; nay, in 
oftentation the Captives were all prefented to v^w^ 
Glorious was the refolution with which^ one of 
thefe at this time acqukted himfelf :. With a voice 
confident and loud he explained the whole tranfac^ 
tiony and was butchered upon the fpot by the Ger* 
mans. Hence the greater credit to hi^ difcovery.: 
Moreover^ by the facking and .burning of the vii^ 
lages it was perceived that the conqtiering army ap-^ 
poached. Vocula ordered, * That in &11 fight of 
^ the Camp the Standards (hould be ereded^ and 
^ rou^id about a trench and pallifade to be made,. 
^ that there lodging their baggage and burdens, they 
^ might engage without any encumbrance/ Hence 
ihe foldiers, craving to be led in(lantly to the af^ 
fault, clamoured againft the General ; nay, they 
had even grown to a habit of threatening their 
Commanders.. In truths without ftaying to be raitg«< 
ed in order of battle, flill weary,, and their rank» 
diforderly, they wil&lly proceeded to the encounter^ 
For Civilis had already drawn up. to receive them ). 
nor placed he lefs aflTurance in the faults and licen- 
^ouQiefs af his enemies,, than in the valour and 
manhood of his own men*. In the engagement, the 
iate and efforts of the Romans greatly varied,, and' 
all the moft fignal for fedition appeared fpiritlefs^ 
cowards^ Some, animated by the memory of their 
late vidory, maintained their ground, gored the* 
foe, roufed their own vigour, roufed that of their 
companions*. Moreover^^ wbe»; they had thus re-» 

.ftored: 
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ft^rcd their yielding battle, they held up their hands, 
and beckoned to the befieged, that they would not 
fM to improve the occafion. Thefe, who from their 
battlements beheld the whole, fallied inftantly at all 
the gates. It happened too, that Civilis, being 
thrown by the fall of his horfe, was through both 
armies reported and believed to have been terribly 
Wounded, or quite flain ; tidings which upon his own 
men brought difmay incredible, and upon his ene« 
mies incredible fpirit and joy. 

But after the flying foe Vocula made no purfuit. 
He only applied himfelf to enlarge the towers and 
ramparts of the befieged Camp, as if agzin the 
fiege were at hand. Hence, having fo often mif- 
ufed victory, he was fufpeded, ' not unjuftlj, of 
ftudying to prolong the war. To our army no- 
thing proved fo annoying and fevere as fcarcity of 
provifions. So that the baggage and carriages of 
the Legions, and with thefe the un warlike crowd, 
were fent away from the Camp to Novefium, that 
from thence they might bring back fupplies of grain 
by land carriage ; for of the river the enemy held 
pofTcrifion. The firft train paflld in perfe£^ fecu- 
rity ; for as yet Civilis had not fufficiently recover- 
ed his Strength. As foon as he had learnt, < that 

* a party was again fent to Novefium for corn, that 

* for their convoy fome Cohorts had been affigned 
^ 'them, and tliat they journeyed in a negligent 

* manner, as if full peace had been eftablilhed ;' 
he advanced a^ainft the loofc band, the men thin 
about their Knfigns, their arms carried in the wag- 
gons, all ftraggling without order or reftraint, each 
as he lifted j and, with his troops regularly embat- 
tled, fell upon them under this diforderj- having 
firft fent forward fome forces to poft themfelves up- 
on the bridges, and in the pafles. For a long way 
the combat continued, and with dubious fi^ccefs, 

^ till night parted the fray. The Cohorts reached to 

Gelduba, 
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Gelduba, and found the Camp there in the fame 
fiate, ftill fecured by the garrifon lately left in it. 
It remained no doubt what threatening danger muft 
he incured in- the return, whilft they who carried 
the grain were loaded, and indeed already difmayed. 
Hence Vocula, in order to protedi them, joined to 
his own- army a thoufand chofen men, detached 
from the fifth Legion and th? fifteenth, the Legions 
befieged in the old encampment ; men very fierce 
and unmanageable, and againft their Leaders full 
of rancour. With thofe who were ordere4 to go 
more went without orders, and upon their march 
fiormed openly and aloud, ' That they would no 

* longer endur^ famine, no longer endure the frauds 

* and wicked machinations of their Commanders.' 
Nay, they too who remained behind, made heavy 
complaints, * That by thus drawing away one part, 

* the reft were left defperate and forlorn,' Hence a 
twofold fedition, whilft fome urged to have Vocula 
called back again to the Camp, and others refufed 
to return thither. 

In the mean time Civilis laid fiege to the old en-* 
campment. Vocula proceeded to Gelduba, thence 
to Novefium. Civilis then feized Gelduba. Anon 
cot far from Novefium, our cavalry engaged the 
foe, and gained the victory. But whether after 
victory or defeat, ftill equally incenfed and outra^- 
geous were the foldiers to thirft after the blood of 
their Leaders. Befides, as the Legions were aug* 
mented by the acceffion of a detachment from the 
fifth and fifteenth, they confidently claimed prefent 
payment of their donative ; for they had learnt that 
the money was already fcnt thither by Vitellius. 
Neither did Hordeonius paufe long, but diftributed 
it in the name of Vefpafian. This very thing was the 
chief fpur and fuel to their diforder and infurre£iion. 
They inftantly abandoned themfelves, without all 
meafurei to a courfe of debauchery, aad good chear^ 

to 
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to nocturnal revellings and cabals, and thus rcnew^ 
cd their ancient fury and fpite againft Uordeoniusv 
And as none df the general Officers or Tribunef 
dared to check or oppofe them, (fo much had thcr 
fliades of night conduced to bani& all fliame) thef 
dragged him out X>f his bedchamber, and then 
butchered' him. Againft Vocula the fame bloodjt 
violence was prepared^ had he not diigutfed him* 
kU in the habit of a flavey and efcaped undifco* 
vered in the dark. - The moment their rage became 
appeafed, dread and confcioufnefs took place : Thus 
they fent Centurions with letters to- the cities of 
Gaul to entreat fuceours and money. They them- 
felves, -^upon the approach of Civilis, a^ed like 
every crowd widM)ut a ruler, always precipitate, al* 
ways timorous and iifelefs. At firft they flew head- 
long to arms, the next niinute dropped them, an<£ 
look to immediate flights. Their diftrefs begot dif- 
fentions amongftthem : They from the higher ar- 
Viy withdrew from the reft, and held aii intered 
apart. Through the Camp,, however, and in the 
Beigic Cities adjoining, the imageis of Vitellius' 
w^re reftored, when Vitellius in perfon was already* 
fallen. In ibort time^ temorfe feized and reclaim- 
ed thoTe of the firft^ of the fourteenth and of th& 
eighteejith Legions, and they' followed the command) 
©f Vocula^- Of him they again took the oath, to Vef» 
pafian^ and were then led ta r^ife the fiege of Ma-- 
gonttacum (c)- The befiegers were indeed now- 
withdrawn, a motly array of Cattians, Ufipians and' 
Mattiacians^ all affociated for plunder, nor had they 
forborne feats of cruelty and blood*. Upon thern^ 
as they pafled carelefly on in their way, difperfed' 
and apprized of no danger, our foldiers fell fword' 
in hand.. The Treverians too had all along their 
0wh frontiers reared a wall and defence i, iiajr> war^- 

(sijt The City jof Mcnttfc- 
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cd againft the G<^mans, with mighty flaugbter giveir 
and received. At laft, by a revolt they flained all 
their glorious fervices done ta the Roman people* 

During thefe tranfacAioRs Vefpafian a*nd Titusi 
commenced Confuls^ the former naw the fecond? 
time, and both abfent, whilft in Rome great me-' 
Jancholy prevailed, and the City was racked with* 
manifold fcaf s. The inhabitants, . befides the calaw 
mities which prefendy ppcifed them, had entertain- 
ed imaginary terrors, ' as if Africa had rebelled^ 

* and Lucius Pifo were there concert mg a public 

* change/ It was he who ruled that Province? j at 
man who poffefled a fpirit far from turbulent : But 
becaufe through the roughnefs of the Teas in the 
winter- feafof)) {hips- were delained^ from returning 
thence toRdme, riie cofHnnbn herd, who were wonc 
every d^ to pupchafe fuftenanee: only for the day* 
they who of alt' public, concerns are IbKcitous foi? 
none but the fupply of public proviiioiis, dreadedt 
that the coaft there was now guarded, that the> 
tranfportatioil of grain- was prohibited ; and from;^ 
dreading: it, they believed it. The ViteUaans txxSif 
heightened the rumour ; for they had not yet reliir-' 
^uiflied - the fpirk of party» Fa tru^h,. fuch hews) 
wei^ tio-wife oiFenitve to the conquerors,, men whofef 
rapacious paffions no foreign coaqueft and fpoil could 
ever fatii^te, much tefs any civil acq.uiiiticNi or vic^ 
lory ever fatisfv. 

On the fiftt of Jaaoary, the Senate^ aflembledf 
b]r . Juitufr Frontktus City-Prstor, awarded,^ by a^ 
folemn decree^ i the thanks and commendations of 
the public to the General OiBcers^ to the 'Armies^,' 
and to our confederate Kings. Moreover, fvonk 
Tertiu* Julianus, for having forfeken his Legionj 
when it was abcnjt to efpouie the caufe of Vefpa-^ 
fian, the Pra^orfliip was ta^n away, and trahi^' 
ferred. to Piottui-Qriphus. Upon Hormus the Eque^ 
§xmx digniiy wasv cohfeiced^ nSooo^ after. Frond-; 
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fuch an iafiance of public vengeance, fo for matter 
of private merit and praife ; fince Mufonius was 
cfleemed to have procured, by his pleading, a juft 
and fatisfadory judgment. A_ Character very oppo« 
iite clave to Demetrius, one who adhered to the k& 
of the Cynics, for labouring with views more am-^ 
bitious than virtuous, to defend fo notorious a cri* 
ininaL Celer himfelf was utterly unfurni&ed either 
with courage under diflrefe, or of fpeech to plead*. 
Upon this fignal given, for purfuing revenge againft 
the accufers, Junius Mauricus made fuit to Domi- 
tian, * That to. the Senate he would impart the re« 

* gifters of the late Emperors ^ whence they might 

* difcover who they were that folicitfed to be admk* 

* ted accufers, and ^ainft whom/ He repiiedt 

* That in an affair of this fort, the fentiments of 

* the Emperor mud be learnt/ 

The Senate, upon this occafion, devifed an oath^ 
by which they feverally appealed to the Deittesv 

< That by no artifice of' co-operation of theirs had 

* aught been ever done to hurt the life of any par- 

* ticular. whatfoever> nor from the calamities of 

< their feltow-citizens had they ever reaped henout 

< or price ;* A precedent which the Chief Lords of 
the Senate began ; the Magifirates hihvnd \htm 
with aeal, and even competition ; as did al^ the 
feft as fafi as their voices were alked ; to the great 
condernation of fuch as were confcioua of their 
own guilt, and thence, by divers fhifts and eva- 
fions^ varied the words of the oath. The Fathers 
declared their approbation of the confcientious 
fwQ^ring : Againft the- turning it into peijury they 
cxpreiled therr tndigrtation. Infomuch that, upon 
SarioIenusVocuIa, upoil Nonius A^iamis, and up- 
on Ceftus Severus, all notorious for the incefianft 
trade of accufing under Nero, fuch .a declaration 
of the fenate fell very forely, as if it had been a 
judgn;ient paflcd ijx form againft them* ' Nay, Sa-. 

tioknus: 



Book IV. OF TACITUS. 309 

riolenus.was likewife prefled by a charge of iniquity 
juft recent, for that he had laboured with Viteilius 
to introduce the fame pradiccs. The Fathers even 
threatened him with uplifted hands, nor forbore till 
he quitted the aflembly. Then all turning upon 
PaQius Africanus, they fet themfelves to drive hinx 
too from amongft them, as it was he who had 
marked out for viSims to Nero the two brothers 
^f the Scribonian houfe and name, both (ignal for 
wealth, both confpicuous for fraternal unity and 
tendernefs, and purfued them to deftrudiion. Afri- 
canus dared not confefs the charge, nor could he 
deny it. He therefore confronts V ibius Crifpus, by 
whom particularly he was worried with queflions, 
and againft him urges the fame dealings: and,ftriving 
to combine charges, which fingle or mixed he could 
jiot defend, he fought to f:vade the abhorrence of his 
guilt, by {hewing others as guilty. 

Mighty was the name and applaufe, which, for 
natural afFedion and eloquence, Vipftaiius Meflalla 
that day acquired, by venturing, though not yet 
arrived at the age of a Senator, to plead for favour 
to Aquilius Regulus his brother. To infinite pub- 
lic abhorrence Regulus flood expofed, as the man 
who had deftroyed the illuftrious houfe of the an- 
cient Crafli, and that of ,Orphitus- Of his own 
mere will and .motion it appeared, that he liad 
aflumed to himfelf the accufation of thcfe noble 
Romans, whilft yet in 'his ea.rly youth, through 
ho neceflity of averting danger from himfelf, but 
with a view to favour and power. Moreover, at 
this junflure, Sulpicia Pretextata, the widow of 
C^raflus, and her four fatherlefs children, attended 
ieady to purfue their juft vengeance, were the Se- 
nate difpofed to proceed to cognizance. Meflalla^ 
therefore, attempted not to vindicate the charge, 
hor the perfon charged ; but, interpofing* between 
Jhis brother and the danger that threatened him, 

had 
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bad foftened fome of the Senators. To defeat this 
his interceffion, Curtius Montanus intervened with 
fpeech vehement and ftern, and in it carried his 
;harge fo high, as to alledge, * That after the 
murder of Galba, Regulus had made a prefent of 
money to the rufEan who aflaflinated Piib ; nay, 
that he had greedily bitten the head of Pifo, when 
feparated from his body. To this, faid he, fure- 
ly Nero never compelled thee ; nor didft thou, 
by fuch inhuman barbarity, redeem thy dignity 
or life* From them, who judged it' more advife* 
able to bring deftrudion upon others than danger 
upon themfelves, we may in truth bear this as 
their defence. Thou didft live in full fecurity, 
derived to thee from the banifhment of thy fa« 
ther, from the diflribution of his fortune amongft 
his creditors, from thy young years not yet qua- 
lified fcr preferment in the ftate. Thou hadft 
nothing that Nero could covet from thee, nothing 
that he could fear. Lufiing after blood, and ra- 
vening for rewards and gain, thou didft, with 
noble murders feafon thy genius, ere it was yet 
known, even before thou hadft proved it by ap- 
pearing an advocate for any man ; when having 
brought the Commonwealth to her funeral and 
doom, thou didft, for fuch fervice, fnatch the Con- 
iiilar Honours as her fpoils and remains ; when 
gorged with a recompence of two hundred thou- 
^nd crowns, when refulgent with the fplendor of 
the Pontifical Office, thou hurriedft to perdition 
innocent Children, ancient and illuftrious Men, 
Ladies fignal in rank, involving all fn one com- 
mon ruin ; when thou chiddeft the courfe of Ne* 
ro's cruelty as too flow, for that by gradually over- 
throwing family after family, he did but fatigue 
himfelf and all the accufers, when it was in his 
power to crufli the whole body of the Senate with 
a fingle breath. 

« Retain 



Book IV. OF TACITUS, 311 

* Retain amongft you, Corifcript Fathers, and 
to further' ufe referve a man capable of giving 
counfel fo decifive, counfcl fo fuddenly to be 
executed j that with fuch an inflruftor every ge- 
neration may be fupplied ; and as our ancient 
men imitate Crifpus and Marcellus, fo our young 
may Regulus : Even in wickednefs which proves 
unfuccefsful, men find followers and rivals : What 
muft be the confequence, where it exalts its head 
and profpers ? Nay, if we dare not offend a man 
whilft yet only (^aeftor, (hall we willingly fee 
him ri(e to be Praetor, rife to be Conful i Do 
you in truth conceive Nero to have been the lail^ 
the concluding Tyrant ? So believed they who 
had furvived Tiberius ; fo thought they that had 
outlived Caligula ; when in the mean time there 
arofe one ftill more deteftable, fiili more brutal 
and fanguinary. Of Vefpafian we entertain no 
dread ; fuch is the maturity of that Prince's age, 
fuch the moderation of his fpirit. But more 
lafting are the examples of juftice and feverity, 
than is the good, but perilling life of ^ny mortal 
man. We grow faint, and our fpirit droops, 
Conicript Fathers ; nor are we any longer that 
Senate which, when Nero was (lain, boldly claim-* 
ed to have the tribe of accufers, and all the tools 
of tyranny, doomed to execution according to the 
rigorous method of antiquiy. After the reign 
of a wicked Prince, the RrA day is furely the 
befl/ 

With fuch fignal concurrence and unanimity of 
the Senate was Montanus heard, that Helvidius ga- 
thered hopes of being able to abafe Marcellus. He 
therefore began ; introducing firft the praifes of 
Cluvius Rufus, one who though equally wealthy, 
though equally applauded for eloquence, had in no 
anftance, during all the Empire of Nero, wrought 
danger to the life and fortune of any man. Then, 

apply- 
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applying to Marcellus, he urged him at once with 
his own crying crimes, and with this worthy ex- 
ample. The minds too of the fathers were on fire 
for the profecution. This Marcellus no fooner per- 
ceived, than making as if he were taking his fare- 
wel, and withdrawing from the aflembly; ' I am 

* departing, faid he, and leave thee, Prifcus, to 
^ controul a Senate which is thine. Go on, and 

* reign even in the face of the Emperor's fon.' 
There followed him Vibius Crifpus ; both enraged, 
but bearing different countenances, Marcellus with 
eyes full of vengeance, Crifpus (hewing a fcornful 
imile. As they were going, their friends flocking 
to flop them, haled them back again. As the con- 
left waxed more and more vehement, here main- 
tained by the upright Many, there by the power- 
ful Few, on both fides with much bitternefs and 
rancour, in the ftrife of words the whole day was 
Rafted. 

The next aflembly of the Senate, when Domi- 
lian had begun with a motion for * obliterating the 

* impreflions of all refentmcnt and anguifli, and of 
,* every grievance arifingr from the neceflity of the 

* Jate times ;' Mucianus proceeding to offer his fen- 
timents, harangued at large in behalf of the ac- 
cufers. To fuch withal as having begun, but after- 
wards dropped any procefs, and now offered to re- 
vive it, he applied with gentle diffuaCons and ad- 
drefs, and in the ftile of requeft. The fathers, 
thus thwarted in their efforts to affert their liberty, 
ceafed the purfuit. Mucianus, who feared that the 
judgment of the Senate might thus feem to be fet 
at nought, and an indemnity to be declared for all 
the iniquities committed under Nero, remanded 
06tavius Sagitta and Antiftius Sofianus, both in the 
rank of Senators, back to the iflands, whither they 
had been formerly banifbed) and from whence they 
bad lately returned, -O^avius^ having lived in 

adulte- 
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adulterous commerce with Pontia PofthumU, in a 
tranfport of love, for that flie refufed to marry him, 
had ilain her. Sufianus, by a courfe of life alto- 
gether malignant and depraved, had brought deadly 
deftrudion upon many. Both indeed had been con- 
demned to exile by a fevere decree of the Senate, 
and, though to others leave was granted to return, 
both continued under fentence to the fame puni(h« 
ment Atll. Nor even thus did Mucianus mollify 
the defpight conceived againdhim. For Sofianus 
and Sagitta were accounted perfons impotent and 
contemptible, had they been even permitted to re- 
turn. But from the fpirit of the accufers, many ap- 
prehenfions arofe, many from their great wealth, 
many from their great fway, which in mifchievous 
devices oqly theyTiad ever employed. What con- 
ciliated in fome fmall meafure thedifcontented minds 
of the Fathers, was, that in the Senate cognizance 
wa3 taken of a caufe conformably to the primitive 
ufage. One of their own Order, Manlius Patrui- 
lus prefented a complaint, * That in the Colony of 
' Sienna he had been infuUed and beaten by the 

< crowd, even by ordir of their Magiftrates. Nor 
* thus had the outrage ended : They had even con- 

< /trained hioi to bear the mummery of his own fu- 
^ neral, with many mock lamentations, and all the 

< grimace of mourning, as alfo a torrent of taunts 

< and contumelies uttered againft the Senate in a 

< body.' The perfons accufed were fummoned, and 
upon conviction fuffered capital punifliment. The 
fentence was followed by a decree of Senate warning 
the populace of Sienna to learn a more refpeSful 
and modeft behaviour. About the iame Time Au« 
tonius Flamma, profecuted by the people of Cyrene, 
was condemned for extortioji, and doomed to e;i^ile 
for his a£ls of barbarity. 

VoL« III. P Durinjr 
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During thefe tranfa£bions, the discontents of the 
foldiery vfctc near flaming out into a fedition. They 
of the Prxtorian Guards, who had been difmi/Ted 
by Vitellius, and again incorporated for the intereft 
of Vefpafian, now claimed their former flation. 
•The foldiers who, upon hopes given them of the 
like diftindion, had been drawn from the Legions, 
infifted upon the promife of the like preferment 
and pay. Nor in truth was it poiSble, without 
great flaughter^ to have difcarded the bands which 
•had continued wth Vitellius. Mucianus, therefore, 
proceeding to the Camp, directed the vanquiibing 
army to be ranged along, with fmall intervals be- 
tween the diflinft band, and all under their parti- 
cular banners and arms, thence with more certainty 
to difcern during what term of years they had fe- 
verally fervcd. Then the troops of Vitellius, fuch 
as I have recounted to have furrendered at Bovillae, 
with the reftVho had been difcovered and picked 
up in Rome, and in the neighbourhood of Rome, 
were produced, almoft deftitute of arms. Thefe 
'he ordered to be parted ; ordered the foldiers from 
Germany, the foldiers from Britain, and whatever 
men elfe there were from any other army, to ftand 
by themfelves apart : A fcene which at firft view 
ftruck them with fudden confternation, whiift op- 
pofite they beheld, as it were, an army arrayed for 
battle, terribly armed and difplaying their Weapons, 
and faw themfelves furrounded, defencelcfs, in their 
•plight defpicable and fordid. But when they came 
to be divided, and haled hither and thither, terror 
fpread over all. Signal particularly was the difmay 
of the German foldiers, as if fuch feparation im- 
-ported that they were deftined to prefent maflacre. 
Hence they embrace their comrades, hang upon 
their necks, defire a laft and parting falute ; im- 
plore, « that they might not be dcfcrted and left 

* alone) 
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< alone; that where the caufe was common and 

* equaly they might not fufFer a lot fo particular 
« and unequal.' This moment they dreffed and 
conjured Mucianus, the next they befought Don.i- 
tianv though not there: Anon they invoked Hea- 
ven, and all the Gods« Mucianus at lafi fiayed 
their groundlefs fear, by telling them, * That they 

< were all fworn to the fame allegiance, all foldters 

* of the fame Prince/ The truth is, that to ihefe 
their tears and waitings even the vanquilhing army 
joined fympathifiiig cries« Such was the ifTue that 
day. A few days after as Domttian harangued 
them, they heard him with minds now re-eftablilh- 
cd and emboldened. His offer of lands, and a fet- 
tlement, they confidently rejeded; their former 
flations in the army, and their pay due, was what 
they prayed : A prayer indeed it was, but a prayer 
which admitted no denial. They were therefore 
received into the Praetorian Guards. Thereafter^ 
fuch as were aged, with fuch who bad (erved their 
juft number of years, were honourably difmifled. 
Others were diCcharged for their mildemeadours 
but diicharged by * intervals, and culled out fingly 
here iind there ; as the fecureft courfe to weaken 
the combination of a multitude. 

For the reft ; it was moved in the Senate, < to 
' borrow from particulars the fum of about fifteen 

* hundred tl^ouiand crowns \* whether from t'le real 
poverty, of the State, or to have fuch poverty be- 
iieved : And to Poppaeus Silvanus the care of pro* 
curing it was ai&gned. Yet foon after, fuch pub- 
lic neceffity dtfappeared ; at leaft the pretence was 
dropped. Next there pailed a law ^iropofed by Do- 
mitian, for abr<^ating the fucceflion of Confulfbips 
beftowed by Vitellius. To Flavius Sabinus alfo 
funeral honours were folemnized, with the fime 
fplendor and ftate as if be had borne the great of- 
^ of Ccnfor ; Glaring momtmciits of the fignal 
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inftability of Fortune, delighting thus to Oiifithe 
lot of men, and to intermix the higheft pomp and 
the loweft mifery ! 

About the fame time was flain Lucius Pifo, the 
ProconfuU This murder is what I (hall very truly 
fecount, by begginning further back, and deducing 
m few particulars pertinent to exhibit the introduc- 
tion and caufes of fuch feats of iniquity. During 
the reign of the det^ed Augufius, and that of Ti- 
berius, the forces maintained in Africa for defend- 
ing the boundaries of the Empire there, namely the 
Legion and Auxiliares, were fubje<% to the autho- 
rity of the Proconful. Thereafter Caligula, a Prince 
of a wild and difordered fpirit, and entertaining be- 
fide apprehenfions of Marcus Silanus, who held the 
government of Africa, deprived the Proconful of 
the command of the Legion^ and conferred it upon 
an Imperial Lieutenant purpofely fent over. Thus 
between two the meafure of power was indepen- 
dently (bared, and thence, as their orders came to 
€la(h and interfere, the defigned diflenfion began, 
and was daily heightened by an obftinate and angry 
ftruggle of each to fopport his own. In truth, the 
authority of the Imperial Lieutenants gained the 
predominance, either through their long continu- 
ance in office ; or probably becaufe men in lower 
fiations are more bufy and foliicitous to emulaie 
thofe above them ; whilft all the Proconfuls moft 
fignal for eminence and quality, confuhed their own 
fecurity and felf-prefervation much more carefully 
than the maintenance of their jurifdidion. 

At the prefent Jundure the Legion in Africa was 
commanded by Valerius Feftus, a young man mag- 
nificent and profufe, one who entertained very af- 
piring defigns, and indeed laboured under great 
anxiety becaufe of his near affinity to Vitellius, 
Whether in the frequent converfations which jie 
had with PifOy he tenopted him to public ionova 
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tions, cr reje<fted fuch temptation from Pifo, is a 
matter of uncertainty ; fince at thefe their^ private 
interviews no main was prefent, and after the aflaf- 
fination of Pifo, the mod part inclined to judge 
favourably of the man who had flain him. Doubted 
it is not, that the temper of the Province, and of 
the foldiery in it, was averfe to Vefpafian. More- 
over certain of Vitellius's party, having efcaped from 
Come, ftrongly reprefented to Pifo, * That all the 
^ Pre vinces of Gaul were fluduating and difafFedt- 
' ed ; Germany was prepared and bent to efpoUfe 
' him ; his own perils were evident and urging ; 
' and, in a dubious and fufpe£ted peace, fafer it 

* was to have recourfe to war.' During thefe tran- 
fa£lions, Claudius Sagitta, Commander of the Squa- 
dron of horfc entituled Petrina^ embarking for 
Africa, and forwarded by a quick paflage, arrived 
there before Papirius the Centurion, one difpatched 
thither by Mucianus. Sagitta averred, ^ 1 hat to 
' the Centurion a warrant was given for putting 

* Pifo to death ; that already Galerianus, his near 

* icinfman and daughter's hufband, had fufFered his 
' lad doom ; and only by adventuring upon ibme 

* bold effort could he hope to fave his own life. 

* To purfue fuch an adventure two courfes were 
< offered to his choice, either infiantly to affiime 

* arms, or to take (hipping for Gaul, and there 

* prcfent himfelf as a leader to the armies of Vi- 

* tellius.' Whilft to all thefe reafonings Pifo con- 
tinued perfectly deaf and itiflexible, the Centurion 
feiit from Mucianus arrived ; nor had he fooner 
reached the port of Carthage but with a mighty 
voice he proclaimed how all things continued pro- 
piiious to Pifo, and even that he was raifed to the 
Empire. Nay, whomfoever he met, all aftoniflied 
at a revolution fo fudden and wonderful, he prefied 
to utter in loyal ihouts the fame glad tidings and 
congratulations. Forthwith into the place of pub- 
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lie ^mblte$ rulhed the populace, ever iU-judgkig 
and credulous, and required that they might iee 
Pifo. W ith rejoicing and acclamations every place 
reTcninded ; fo little curious were ihey to learn the 
truth, and fuch was their abandoned appetite to flat- 
ter. Pifo, cither influenced by the intelligence from 
Sagitca, or reftrained by his natural modefly, went 
not forth to appear in public, nor AifFered himfelf 
to be accofted with the greetings and acclamations 
of the crowd. Having befides Hfted the Centurion, 
as foon as he difcovered, tb^t the whole was a plot for 
drawing him into tregfon, and that his murder was 
intended, he conomanded hina to be executed. Nor 
to this was he fo much prompted by any hopes of 
thence faving hts own life, as by his abhorrence of 
the ailaffin ; for that (his very man, who had been 
one of the murd^rer^ of Clodius Macer, brought 
tbe &vxke hisuids y^et dyed i^ thf blood of a Gene- 
ra)« to dtp them agaj-n in tbi^t of a Pfoconfitl. Hav- 
ing then by an edi£l. conceived in a ftile of much 
grief, reprimanded the 'people of Carthage, he for- 
bore even the ordinary fun^ons of his office, con- 
tinuing (hut up M home,, to avoid all occafion, how- 
ever fortuitous, of raifing any frefli infurredibm 

But, as foon as FeAus was apprifed of the dif- 
may ^mongft the populace, of the execution of the 
Centurion, with other tranfadlions, fome true, fome 
faJfe, all heightened according to the ufual amplifica- 
tioins of common fame, he forthwith dlfpatched a party 
of horfe to flay Pifo. Tbefe flew with rapidity, 
and before the morning hud quite dawned, forced 
the houfe of the Proconful with fwords drawn. 
Nay the major part were ftrangers to the perfon 
cf Pifo ; fince, for perpetrating this murder, Feftus 
had chofen certain Punic Auxiliaries and Moors. 
Not far from his chamber they happened to meet 
ope of his flaves, and a&ing him. who he was, de^ 
fired him Vfkhal ta (hew them where to find Pifo^ 

The 
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The flave anfwerin^with a glorious 'falfliood, de- 
clared hlmfelf to be rifo, and was inftantly butcher- 
ed. Prefently after they aflaffinated PiTo ; for 
amongfl them was a man who knew him, evea 
Sebius MafTa, one of the Imperial Procurators in 
Africa, he who was already a bufy inArument to 
dcftroy every excellent perfon, and will frequently 
recur to be mentioAed amongft the caufcs of the 
cafamities which we afterwards endured. Feftus 
now removing from Adrumetum, where he had 
refted to learn the ifliie, proceeded to the Legion, 
and gave orders for committing to bonds the Camp 
Alarftial, Cetronius Pifanus, purely to avenge a 
perfonal ennjity j but openly charged him as a 
nunifter and confederate of Pifo. Upon certaia 
fuidicrs too and particular Centurions, he bellow- 
ed chaftifements J to others of them he miniftered 
rewards 5 proceeding in both from no regard to 
juftice or defert, but only like one who would 
claim the praife of having fupprefled a war. There-. 
after he exti'nguifhed the diflenfions between the 
CEcnflans and Leptitanians, fuch as at firft were 
occafioned by the pillaging of grain and cattle (rom 
the peafants, and from beginnings fb fmalU rofe ta 
public armaments and combats. For the CEenfians^ 
who were fewer and inferior, had roufcd the G^- 
ramantes to their fuccour, a nation fierce and wiW, 
and, amongft the circumjacent people, famous for 
continual robberies. Hence the Leptitanians be- 
came forely preffed j infomuch that their territories 
being on every fide laid wafte, they were confined 
within their walled Towns, and even there urged 
-with fear and diftrefs, till by the opportune arrival 
of our bands of foot and horfe, the Garamante* 
were put to flight, and all the fpoil recovered, ex« 
ccpt what fome of the plunderers ftraggling front 
the main body had carried away to their huts 
P 4 amongft 
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amongft the inacciSble deiarts, and ibid to fu< 
lived in places far remote. 

Now Vcfpafian when he had already rec 
news of the viflory at Cremona, already joy ft 
dings from all quarters, found many of all 
and degrees daily arrivin;; from Iraly to acq 
him with the fate and fall of Vitellius. For, 
equal boldnefs and good fortune, they had a 
tured to pafs the fea amidft the dangers and h* 
of winter. Upon him there alfo attended Ai 
fadors from^ Vologefus King of Parthia, wit 
fers to afTift him with forty thoufand Parthian I 
A matter of great glory, and great pleafure 
courted to accept fuccours fo mighty from thel 
lies, and not to want them. To Vologefus tl 
were returned with direSions, that he fhould 
Ambafladors to the Senate, and be made acqua 
that the Commonwealth was reeftablifhed in p 
VefpaCan, whilll he was bending all his thoi 
towards Italy, and the affairs of Rome, heard 
and unpleafing reports concerning Domitian, * 
^ he aflumed more than became the greennc 

• his years, and exceeded the bounds and cbai 
< fuitable to a fon only.' He therefore comm 
to Titus the principal forces of this army, in < 
to finifli what remained of the war againit the J 
Of Titus it was faid, that ere he departed fron 
father, he pleaded with him in a long difco 

• to beware of being raflily incenfed by intellfg 
^ from fixch as brought criminal reprefenrat 

• Towards his own fon it were juft to be 

• fpirit of genileneff, fn c from all prejudice. 

• from Fleets, nor from Legions were fuch pm 

• ful bulwarks, and certain fecurity foui\d for 
^ fupport of Imperial Dignity, as *Vom a nufrc 
^ ifloe in the Impeiial Hou e. Our frienJs [' 

• dimioiihed with titne^ they ofKu defertcd ui 

ful 
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* follow Fortune, fometimes renounced us through 
' defires which we could not gratify, or through 

* fuch miftakes as we could not forefee : But from 

< his own blood no man could be fevered ; Princes 

* above all men, could not, they who in their good 

* fortune had others alfo to partake with them ; 

* whilft to the neareft in kindred it immediately 

* appertained to bear their adverfities. In truth, 

* even between brothers concord and unanimity 

* would not prove lading, where their common 

< parent fet them not firft an example/ Vefpafian, 
who by this reafoning was not fo much reconciled 
to Domitian, as charmed with the tender aiFedion 
of Titus, willed him * to be of good chear, and 

* to ftudy aggrandizing the Commonweal by war, 

< and the exercife of arms : It fhould be his own 
« ta(k to enfure public peace, and that of his fa- 
« mily/ He then put under fail all his nimbleft 
veflels laden with grain, though the fea continued 
flill boifterous and high. For fuch was the mighty 
danger and extremity which then threatened and 
alarmed Rome, that in all the public ftores there 
remained not above ten days provifion of corn, when* 
the fupply miniftered by Vefpafian arrived. 

The care and office of reftortng the Capitol he 
beftowed upon Lucius Veftinus, one in rank no 
higher than that of the Equeftrian order, but in 
public credit and rjlimation held amongd the firft 
Lords of Rome. By him were aflembled the Sooth* 
fayers, who direded, * That the remains of the 

* former Temple fhould be removed from thence 

< into the marflies : Upon the fame foundations the 

< new one fhould be raifed : For its ancient form 
« was what the Deities forbad to be vjiried.* UpoQ 
the twenty- firfl of June, a day which proved bright 
and fine, the whole fpace of ground fet apart for 
the Temple was inclofed with a cin£lure of facred 
£llets and chaplets. Into the circle pafTcd fuch fol- 
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dierf as were difiinguifted by names which vircre 
cftecmcd aufpiciouSf bearing in their hands boughs of 
the viAoriovs laurel. Next the Veftal virgins» ^^con1- 
ptnied by a train ef children male and female, fucli 
9$ had fathers and mothers yet living befprinkled 
and purtEcd the place with water drawn from the 
neighbouring fprings and running ftreams^ Then 
Helvfdius Prlfcus the Praetor, preceded by Plautius 
^Jtanus the Fontif,, fandified the floor with the fa* 
crifice of a Swine, a Sheep, and a Bull i and lay- 
iiig the entrails upon a fod of earth, invoked, ^ Ju« 
« piter, Juno, Minerva, and all the tutelar Deities 

< of the Empire, that they would profper the un« 
'< deruking ; that with their might, and influence 

* divine, they would advance and crown the(e their 

< own maniions, begun by the eeal and piety of 

< men/ Having thus prayed, he reached his hands 
to the ftrings, to which was faftened a foundation- 
ftone with the ropes to draw it ; and inf^antly all 
the other Magiftrates and Pontifs, the Senators, the 
Roman Knights, and great part of the People, joint- 
ly pulling, with common zeal and univerfal joy 
haUd the vaft ftone to hs place. Into the founda- 
tions on all hands were thrown pieces of filver and 
gold, and other metal, fucb as had never endured 
the fire, but juft as they were generated in the 
mine. Tlie &>othrayers, in truths had given pre- 
monition, ^ That neither with ^^one nor with gold 

* ever deftined to other purpofes^ the work fhould 

* be profaned.' To the Temple nothing new ex- 
cept height was added. Thi$ variation alone was 
declared to be conformable to the will of the Deities j; 
nay, thia was judged wanting to the magnificence 
of the former Temple, a public Stru^ure intended 
to contain fuch an immenfe multitude of men. 

The death of Vitellius the while, befng divulged 
throughout Gerouuiy 4a4 GaD]> redouli^ed the fury 

• of 
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of the war there. For^ Civilis throwing off all 
difguifeS) ru(hed Into avowed hoftilides agaitift th^ 
Koman People, The VkeHian Legions would ra* 
ther fttbmit even to fervitude from Grangers, thaa 
bear the Sovereignty of Vefpafian. The Gauls be- 
came fptrited with mighty hopes and afTurance, z% 
they imagined that in all countries our armies were 
yielding to the fame evil fortune. For a runK)U# 
flew, that *' by hods of Barbarians from Sarmatia 
^ and Dacia, our winter encampments in MeeHa 

* and Pannoi>ia were then befieged/ The fam« 
diftrefs we were faid, without ground, to be fufFer- 
ing in Britain. But i!U)thmg fo ftrongly moved then^ 
to believe the diflblution of the £mpire to be at 
hand, as the .burning of the Capitol. ' The City> 
' they faid, had of oM been taken by the Gauls s 

* but the manfion of Jove having efcaped, the £m«> 

* pire had thence continued to fubfift.' The Druids 
too, adluated by an impulfe altogether fuperAitious 
and idle, chanted vain Oracles, ' That to the na?- 

* tibns beyond the Alps, the rule and controulment 

* of human-kind were thus divinely portended/ It 
vras moreover bruited abroad by flying fame^ that 
the Grandees of Gaul, they who were fent by Otho 
againft his competitor Vitellius, had mutually €on>» 
bined before their departure, * not to fail of at- 

* tempting the recovery of their liberty, if the Ro-' 

* man Peopk, through fuch fucceflivc /civil war5» 

* and repeated calamities^ came once to be enfeebled' 

* and broken. 

Before the murder of Hordeonius FJacctrs, there 
occurred no incident whence any conspiracy rti^ht 
be learnt. After his aiTdfiStfiation*, constant com- 
munication and interagents. pafled between Civilis 
aad C}afficu&, who commanded the Squadroir of 
Treverian horfe. In noblencfs and wealih Clafficus 
(iirpafled all thofe of his country : Hia defcent was 
iayal> and ikoal had keeo the luftre of b^ race sa 
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wdl in peace as in war. He hiinfelf made his boatfts, 
that by his anceftors he was rather an enemy to the 
Roman People, than an affiftant and ally. With 
him there afibciated JmHus I'utor, and Julius Sa- 
binus, this one of the Lingones, the former one 
of the 'IVeverians. Tutor had been preferred by 
VitelHus to the charge of guarding the Rhine. Sa- 
binus, befides that he was a man naturally vain, 
was intoxicated and inflamed with the imaginary 
glory of a fidtitious defcent, * as if to his great 

* grandmother^ the deified Julius Caefar, then war- 

* ing in Gaul, had proved an admirer and adulterer.' 
Thefe three, in conferences fccrctly held* founded the 
minds of the reft. Then, having engaged as accom- 
plices fuch whom they judged proper, they afiembled 
together in a private houfe at Cologn ; for in general 
that City detefted fuch defigns. Yet in the caba^ were 
prefent certain Ubians and lungrians. But stmongft 
the Treverians and the Lin|»ones was found the prin* 
cipal weight and fwty. Nor could they brook any 
delay occafioned by debating and confulting : With 
one common con fen t and emulation they proclaimed, 

* That the Romans were poffeffcd with the mad- 

< nefs of inteftinc rage, and deftroying one another; 
« the Legions were flaughtered, Italy laid defolate, 

* nay, Rome itfelf taken by violence ; all the Ro- 

* man armies engaged, each in a difFe^en^ war. 

* Now, were the Alps fecured, and their pafles de- 

* fended by garrifons, and public Ifberty once fully 

* re-eftablifhed, the people of Gaul might then dc- 

* liberate how far they would chufe to pufli and ex- 

< tend their own power.' 

At once pronounced and approved were tbefc al- 
Jegajtions, The only hefitation which occurred 
was how to difpofe of the refidue of the VitcDian 
army. Many propofed to maiTacre all, as men al- 
together turbulent, altogether faithleis, and conta- 
minated with the blood of their Genecakr Bvt 
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more prevalent was the confideration offered for 
fparing them, * left upon feeing themfelves bereft 

* of all hopes of mercy, defpair fhould roufe the in 

* to vigour and vengeance. They were rather to 

* be gently ufed, and thus inticed into the confede- 

* racy. Were only the Commanders of the I^- 

* gions put to the fwprd, the mere crowd, then 
« deftitute of a head, confcious of their guilt and 

* crimes, and hoping for impunity, would eafily be 

* brought to join/ This was the fubftance of their 
firft confultation ; and into all the Regioris of Gaul 
incendiaries were difpatched to roufe them to war# 
To Vocula the while the accomplices feigned per- 
kSt obfequioufnefs and dutv, thence to furprize and 
overwhelm him unprepared. Yet neither were there 
wanting foroe to apprize him of the confpiracy. 
But what he wanted was force to reprefs the con- 
fpirators ; for thin of men were his Legions, and 
void of faith his men. Thus, between the faul- 
tertng faith of his own foldiers, and a combination 
of fecrct enemies, he deemed it the fureft expedient 
in his prefent diftrefs, to exercife diffimulation alio 
in his turn, and to purfue the fame artifices with 
which he was purfued. With this view he repaired 
to Cologn. Thither fled Claudius Labeo, who hav- 
ing, as I have related, been taken and fcnt under 
ward to Frifia, to be there remote from the con- 
vention holden in Batavia, had efcaped by corrupt- 
ing his guard. He now offered, *• were he furnifli- 

< ed with a band of men, to march into the ter- 

< ritories of the Batavians, and recover the princi- 

< pal part of their State to the imereft and alliance 

< of the Romans.' Having therefore received a 
moderate force of cavalry and foot, be only induced 
fome Ncrvians and Betafians to take arms, and 
againfl the Batavians ventured not upon the leaft 
attenpt. He likewife over-ran the Caninefates and 
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Mar&ciant, ia truth rather by furprize and feats 
of plunder than bv regular war. 

Vocula, incited and niOed by the treacherous 
GauISf advanced diredly agatnft the enemy. He 
was already near the ancient encampmenty when 
Ciafficus and Tutor, under colour of learning the 
motions of the enemy, marched forward before the 
hoft, and at an interview with the German Lead- 
ers, ratified their mutual compa^ Then (eparat* 
ing from the Legions for the firft time, they raifed 
a trench apart, and encamped by themfelves, in 
ipite of all the a^urattons of Vocula, who ui^ed 
with earneftnefs, ^ That furdy the Roman State was 
not fo much rent and dtfirefled by all her civil 
Wars, as to become the fcorn of even the Tre- 
verians and Lingones. To the Romans ftill re* 
mained many fatthftd Provinces, vidorious Ar« 
mics, the Fortune of the Empire, and the Gods 
armed with vengeance in their behalf. Thus had 
Sacrovir fallen, in times paft, together with the 
revolting iEduans i thus niore lately had Vlndex 
and the Gauls, &> many foes tn (b many eneoun* 
ters. Now again muft they who thus wantonly 
violated the facred bonds of leagues, exped the 
(ame heavy doom, with the wrath of the fame 
angry Deities. Better than the hte >£mperors 
bad the deified Julius, better tOo had the deified 
AuguftHS known their fpirit. The benignity of 
Galba, and reduction of dieir tribute, had but 
infpired them with fre& malignity, and hofille 
defigns. Becaufe they had been bolden in gentle 
fubjedion, they had now recourfe to open en- 
mity. As foon as they were routed, facked, and 
impoverifhed, they would again be our friends/ 
When with great afperky and vehemence he had 
uttered theie expreifions, and afterwards perceived 
that Ciafficus and Tutor perfevered in their defecr 
tiga and ueafoo> he returned back again> and pro» 

eeeded 
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ceeded to Novefium. Two miles d iff ant from thence 
the Gauls pFtched in the open fields. Thither in- 
ceflantly reforted bur foldiers and Centurions^ and' 
there their vena! fpirits were purchafed at a price.* 
They even bargained to perpetrate an abomination 
prodigious and new, that they, a Roman Army,* 
Ihould fwear folemn fealty to Foreigners ; nay, give 
earneft of an iniquity fo huge and flagrant, by* 
fliedding the blood of their General Officers, or by' 
delivering them up under chains. Vocula, though' 
by marty perfuaded to fly, judged it becoming him' 
to dare danger, and therefore aflembling the fot-' 
diery, reafoned on this wife : 

* tfpon no occafion have I ever entertained yoa' 
with any difcourfe of mine, either under highe/ 
anjciety for you, or greater calm and fecurity with- 
in myfelf. For, that againft me you have con- 
certed a tragical doom, is what I hear with chear- 
fulnefs, and amidft fo many calamities from our 
enemies, await death as the wekome clofe and 
IflTue of my mtferies. But for you I am filled 
with fliame, filled with compaffion ; you who are* 
now threatened by no impending combat,, yoil 
againft whom no hoft is now arrayed, Since 
this, in truth, were no more than the ordinary 
lot of arms, no more than the univerfal ufage of 
hoftile armies. Alas f with your hands and fwords 
Claflicus hopes to maintain a war againft the Ro- 
man People : Nay, he boafts a new Empire of 
the Gauls, and that thither your allegiance ia 
transferred. Suppofe Fortune has at prefent fell- 
ed you, and your bravery for(aken you ; are there 
not examples of old to roufe you, how often the 
Roman Legions made it their choice rather t6 
perifh than to be driven from the poft which they 
were to maintain ? Often have even our confede- 
rates endured, upon our account, to have theiif 
native cities fiicked and overthrown^ endured tcf 
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be burnt themfelves, with their tender wives and 
children, in one conunon conflagration. N^or 
other confideratton had they for luffering a fate 
fo tragical, than to preferve inviolate their faith, 
and their fame. Sij^nal at this inftant is the pa- 
tience exercifed by our own Legions at the an- 
cient encampment : They are prefleJ with fa- 
mine, prefied with a fiege; yet fiill perfift un- 
fliaken by alarming terrors, or by alluring pro- 
mifet. To us here, befides the flrength of men 
and arms,, befides the defence and noble bulwarks 
of our Camp, there remain ftores of grain, ftores 
of provifion, fuch as would lad even during a 
long war. Treafure was lately found, abundant 
to difcharge even the public t)onative; which, 
whether you chufe to confliue it as prefented by 
Vefpafian, or bv Vitellius, is fqrely a largefs to 
you from the Roman Emperor. For you who 
have proved vidorious in fo many wars, for you 
who have fo often routed the enemy, at Gelduba, 
at the ancient encampment, in fo many encoun- 
ters, to dread coming to a combat were indeed 
degenerate and unworthy : Yet, if you fear it, 
you may avoid it. You have ramparts and waits, 
and there are ftratagems for gaining time, till 
from the adjacent Provinces bodies of Auxiliariea 
and compleat Armies arrive at once to relieve us. 
Be it fo, that in me you find ground for diftafte 1 
You have ftill other General Officers, you have 
your Tribunes ; nay, there arc Centurions, or 
even common Men, whence to make choice. 
Only let not a ftory fo monftrous be divulged over 
the face of the earth, that Civilis and Clailicus 
are invading Italy with you £br their champions 
and fupport. Were the Germans and Gauls to 
lead you againft the walls of Rome, would you 
indeed like public enemies fight againft your Counr 
try i Horror iiuzes my foul whilA to myfelf I repre^ 

*fc« 
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* fent an abomination fb enormous and fliocking^ 

* For Tutor, a Treverian, as for a Roman Gene- 

* ral, fhall nightly guards he pompoufly ported ? 

* Rhalla Batavian give the word in the Camp, a 

* Batavian the fignal for battle ? VVjIl you fupply, 

* as recruits, the German hofts ? What will prove 

* the end of fuch unnatural wickednefs ? When 

* agaifift you the Roman Legions fhall advance em- 

* battled, will you then, from having deferted to 

* the enemy, defert back again ? Of old traitors to 

* the Empire, will you become new traitors to 

* your prefent friends, and thus diftrafted and in- 

* tangled between old oaths and new, be miferably 

* agitated to and fro by oppofite inclinations and 
^ tics, purfued all the while by the vengeance of 

* the angry Deities? Upon thee, O Jupiter^ all 
« Good, all Great, upon thee whofc glory during 

* a tradl: of eight hundred and twenty years, we 

* have by the celebration of fo manv triumphs pur- 

* fued ; as alfo upon thee, Romulus^ Parent of Rome, 
< I with adoration call, that if it be not your will 
« that under my command this Camp be preferved 
^ from all profanation and ftatn, at lead fufFer it 
« not to be vitiated and unhallowed by Tutor and 

* ClafHcus. To the Roman foldiers grant hearts 

* intirely innocent, or timely and guiltlefs remorfe/ 

Various was the reception which this fpeech founr*, 
according to the different operations of hope, and 
fear and fhame in the hearers. Vocula, having 
retired, was preparing to put a prefent period to 
his life, but by his freedmen and flayes reftrained 
from preventing with his own hands an impending 
death altogether ignominious. Moreover Claflicuj 
baflened his miirdef by the means nfiKm II ius Lon- 
ginus, a deferter from the firft Legion, purpofely 
fent. Upon Herennius and Numifius, Command- 
ers of a Legion, he judged it fufficient to infli£l no 
more than bonds. After this he^ pafled into the 

plants, 
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Camp, tnvdlcd with the decoratioos or a Roman 
Rulen But even Clafficus, though hardened to all 
ftats of iniquity, found words and elocution to fail 
him, nor could he do more than juft recite the new 
oath. All who were prefent fwore allegiance to 
the (bvereignty and empire of the Gauls. Upon 
the murderer of Vocula he conferred a higher rank 
io the fervice, and upon others proper rewards, ac- 
cordmg as each had Cgnallzed himfelf in deeds of 
infamy. Between Tutor and Claflicus was Oiared 
the charge of adminiftring the war. Tutor at the 
head of a powerful band begirt Cologn, and obliged 
the inhabitants to take the fame oath, as he did^all 
the foldiers who lay further up the Rhine : For at 
Magontiacum the Tribunes and Camp-Marflial 
having refufcd it, the former he flew, the other be. 
drove from thencc« Clafficus culling out every 
the moft notorious profligate from amongft thofe 
who had gone over to the enemy, ordered them 
to * proceed to the ancient encampment, and upon. 

• the men befieged there to prefs the tempting offer. 

• of full pardon and mercy, if they^ would comply 

• with the prefent meafures ; othcrwife, they had 

• no refource of hope. Devouring famine, and the. 

• raging fword, with the laft and moft unrelenting 

• miferies, was what they muft expcS and endure.'. 
To this meflage they who were fent added the argu* 
ment and hifluence of their own example* 

Hither and thither the befieged found themfelvcs 
fwayed between honour and ignominy, here infpir- 
cd by faith and duty, there urged -by pinching want. 
During this their hefitation their provifions failed 
them, not only the ordinary, but even fuch as were 
extraordinary. For, having; quite confumed in food 
their horfes, their beafts of burden, and other ani- 
mals, which, however abominable and impure, ne« 
cefEty had converted into ufe and fuftenance ; they 
at laft fupported tbemfelves by plucking (hrubs and 
\ plants. 
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plants, and picking the herbs which fprouted 
siniongft the ftones of the walls ; 9nd indeed ihewcd 
themfejves glaring infiances of wl'etchednefs and 
patience ; till upon fo much glory they brought 
a foul ftain by an ifliie very infamous, in fending 
deputies to Civilis to implore their lives. Neither 
were thefe their fupplications received till they had 
£rft fworn homage and fidelity to the Gauls. He 
ftipulated for the plunder of the Camp, then af- 
figned guards to detain and fecure the money, flaves 
and baggage, with others for a convoy to the men, 
who were departing thus divefted of all. When 
they had travelled about five miles, the Germans 
rained upon them, and afTatled them in their march, 
utterly unapprized of danger. All the remarkably 
brave fell fighting upon the fpot ; many were (lain 
flying and difperrcd. The remainder fled back to 
the Camp. It muft be owned, Civilis made fore 
complaint, and upbraided the Germans, * That by' 

* this cruel proceeding they had violated their plight- 

* ed faith/ Whether fuch refentmcnt were feign- 
ed, or whether he really could not contain thefe 
violent men delighting in blood, is a doubt not 
eftfily refolved. When they had farked and pil- 
laged the Camp, they threw in fire-brands and fct 
it on a blaze, and fuch as by efcaping furvived the 
late conflifS:, were every man now devoured by the 
flames« 

Civilis, who, in purfuance of a barbarous vow, 
had fuffercd his hair to grow ever fince he had taken 
up arms againCl the Romans, having now accom« 

{>li(hed the /laughter of the Legions, cut (hort his 
ong locks, lank and red. Nay, it was reported 
that to his fon yet very young he prefented fome of 
the prifoners, to be by him pierced with arrows 
(hot, and javelins darted, of fuch fize as Was fit 
for the diverfion of a child. For the reft, he nei-' 
ther fwore himfelft nor made any Batavian fwear' 

fealty 
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fealty to the Gauls : For he relied upon the great 
power of the Germans ; and concluded, that (hould 
h prove neciflary to have a ftruggle with the Oauls 
for the fupreme rule, he hlm/elf excelled in war- 
like renown, and had fuperior claim. Mummius 
Lupercus, Commander of a Legion, was, wit^ 
many other gifts, fent away to be prefented to Ve- 
fcda, a virgin, who was a native Brufterian, and 
ruled over a territory of wide extent. Such is the 
aacieot ufage of the Germans, as they imagine that 
in many of their women a fpirit of divination 
dwells ; and, as fuperftition is ever progreffive and 
growing, they come to think them Deities. At 
that very junAure, the reverence and credit of Ve- 
Icda were greatly advanced ; for that, to the Ger- 
mans (he had prophefied all fuccefs, and to our 
Legions utter deftruAion. In the journey thither 
Lupercus was flain : A few Tribunes and Centu- 
rions, fuch as had been born in Gaul, were faved 
and referved as pledges of public faith and alliance. 
The wintfsr encampments of the auxiliary Cohorts, 
tbofe of the auxiliary Horfe, and thofe of the Le- 
gions, were razed and burned : Indeed none were 
left but that at Magontiacum, and that at Vindo- 
nifla. 

To the thirteenth Legion, as atfo to the auxiliary 
troops which had with it gone over to the enemy, 
orders were given to retire from Novefium into the 
Colony of the Treverians, and a particular day 
was limited for their leaving the Camp. The in-» 
terval they pafled under ai^itations and anxieties ma- 
ny and various. Terrified were ail the moft da- 
ftardly by the fate of thofe maflacied at the ancient 
encampment. 'I'he more valuable part were ftruck 
with confufon and a fenfe of infamy, when thty 
rcfleaed, ♦ What kind of march they had to make, 
• under whofe conduift they were to be led j a!nd 
y that all remained in the mere will and option of 

* fuch 
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* fuch as they had over themfdves created Lords of 
^ life and death.' Others, utterly infendble of any 
ihame or difgrace, flowed about them their money, 
or whatever elfe they prized moft. Some prepared 
their arms, and accoutred themfelves, as if they had 
been proceeding to battle. Whiift in thefe thoughts 
their minds were employed, the hour of their de- 
parture came, and fadder it proved than their own 
forrowful prefages. For, within the circuit of the 
entrenchment the deformity of their condition was 
not fo manifeft and remarkable. By drawing them 
out into the fields^ under the open day, theif re-* 
proach became evident and notorious. From the 
ftandards were taken down the Images of the Ro- 
man Emperors : The Roman Enftgns were neglcfl:- 
ed and obfcure, while on every fide were feen re« 
fulgent the Banners of the Gauls. In heavy fdence 
marched the wretched hoft, like a multitude folem- 
nizing a funeral in a train long and mournFul. For 
their Head and Leader they had Claudius Sandus, 
one bereft of an eye, in his countenance hideous 
and truculent, in his faculties fiili more defedive 
and impotent. The ignominy became redoubled 
by the acceffion of the other Legion, who had eva- 
cuated their Camp at Bonn. Moreover, as the ru- 
mour flew that the Legions were led captive, all 
they who lately trembled at the bare name of the 
Romans, ran impatiently from the fields, out of 
their houfes, and on all hands flocked in crowds to 
behold a fpeflacle thus furprizing and new, and in*> 
deed (hewed themfelves delighted with it beyond 
nieafure. Thefe rejoicings and infults of the pe- 
tulant populace, were what the Squadron of horfe 
entitled Picentina could not bear : So that defpifing 
the fair promifes-of San£l:(is, as well as his menaces', 
they went oS dire£lly to Magontiacum. In theit 
way they happened to meet Longinus, (him who 
butchered Vocula) and covering the afiaffin with 

dartr 
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darts and wounds^ they thus made a fiep towards 
expiating hereafter their own faults and defe^ion. 
The Legioos> without offering in the lead to change 
their rout, proceeded, and encamped under the walis 
of the Tieverians. 

Civilis and Clafiicus, elated with a torrent of 
good fortune, had it under deliberation, whether to 
refign the city of Cologn to be lacked by their ar- 
mies. From the favageneis of their ipirit, and their 
avidity of plunder, they were prompted to the pil^ 
lage and dedru^lion of the town. What withftood 
ihem, was. the policy of war, and that they aimed 
at the renown of clemency, fo ufefiil and impor- 
tant to fuch as are ereding a new Empire. Civilis 
too was foftcned by the memory of a particular ob- 
Jigation, for that, upon the firft rife, of the public 
combuilions, the people of that Colony having feiz- 
jed his ton amongft them, had treated him under his 
confinement with great honour and courtecy. But 
the nations beyond the Rhine bore towards that 
city notable animofity and hate, for its fignal opu- 
lence and increafe : Nor in their opinion, could 
the war beotherwife ended, than by rendering it a 
' place of free refort to all Germans in common, or 
by laying it quite wade, and thence difperfing the 
vhoic clan of the Ubians. The Ten£lerians, there- 
fore, a people feperated from Cologn by the Rhine,^ 
fent Deputies thither, with orders to declare their' 
dCmbaily to the common aflembly of the city : And 
in the following ftrain the &ctt^ of the Deputies 
pronounced it. 

< For your return into the name and community 

< of the Germans, we prefent oar thanks to our 

* common Deities, and to Mars the principal Deity. 
^ To you alio we bring congratulations, that at 

* length you will live like freemen amongft the free. 

< For, till now, the Romans had hemmed in lands 
.^ and. riversj nay^ in fone ibrt, the veiy air and 
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fky, purpofely to cut off all. communication and 
intcrcourfe between you and us, or to fubje£l us 
to an indignity dill more contumelious to men 
born for war, that of coming amongft you ftrip- 
pei of our arms, as it were almoft naked, under 
a guard, and obliged to pay duty. Now in or- 
der to have this our 'mutual friendfliip fecured and 
eftabliOied for ever, we define of you to demolifli 
thefe bonds and ramparts of your fervitude, the 
walls of your City. Even beafts that are na- 
turally favage and wild, if you hold them con* 
fined, are brought to forget their boldnefs and 
vigour. We dcfire you to maflacre all the Ro- 
mans within your territories : Hard to be recon- 
ciled is popular liberty with lordly Matters. We 
dcfire you, when you have finifhed the flaughter, 
to apply* all their goods to the common lot and 
benefit, nor to fuffer ought to be concealed, or 
appropriated by particulars to their own- feparate 
advantage. We defire that to us, as well as to 
you, it may be allowed to inhabit both fides of 
the Rhine, as of old it was to our forefathers. 
Nature, with the fame equal hand, that upon all 
men beftows the univerfal bleffing of light and 
day, has alfo given to fuch as are brave, a right of 
pofltffing all lands and regions whcrefoever found." 
Refume the native inftitutions of your country^ 
refume the hereditary ufages of Germans, by (ba- 
king off all foreign luxury and voluptuoufnefs, to 
which the Romans owe, much more than to their 
arms, the eftablifhment of their power ov^r fub- 
dued nations. Then, like a people in their primi- 
tive purity, and prime vigour, and forgetting all 
bondage, you will at leaft live independently your- 
felves, or perhaps bear rule over others.* 
The mhabitants of Cologn, after they had taken 
time for conftdtation, when they found^ that it was 

neither 
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neither confiftenC with their dread of future dan- 
gers, to fubmit to fuch cooditioiis, nor with their 
preieot fituadon to rqeA them openly, made an- 
fwer on this wife : ^ The £rft occalion prefented 

* for aflerting our liberty, we have fnatcbed with 

* moie ardour than precaution, on purpofe to be 

* joined in union with you and the other Germans 
^ our brethren. To the walls of our City, inftead 

* of throwing them down, much fafer it is to add 

* new ilrengtb, whilft againft us the armies of the 
^ Romans are thus terribly ailembling. If Vithin 

< our borders any foreigners out of Italy or the 

* Provinces have at any time been found ; fuch the 

* war hath confumed, or they are fled feverally 

< home. Of all thofe who were tranfplanted hi- 

* ther of old, and are linked with us by inter- 
^ riages, as aifo of their defcendants, this b the 
^ native country. Neither do we efteem you fi» 

< mercilefs and unjuft, as to require us to flay our 

* parents, our brothers, and our children. All taxes, 
^ all duties charged upon commerce, we declare to 

* be cancelled and abolifhed. Communication and 

* refort hither we grant you free and unguarded, 

< yet only during the day, and all arms apart, till 

* fuch time as thefc rules and infiitutions, yet new 

< and tender, ripen into age by daily habit and 

< uiage. For common judges between us we will 

* have recourfe to Civilis and Veleda : Before them 

* the compa£^ fhall be ratified.* When the Tcno- 
terians were thus mollified, Embafladors were fent« 
with prefehts, to Civilis and Veleda, and from them 
obtained all things purfuant to the wi(hes of the 
pepple of Cologn. But to appear in the prefenoe 
of Veleda, or to fpeak to her, was refufed them. 
'They were debarred from beholding her, thence to 

gain to her perfon higher veneration and awe. She 
berfdf remained (hut up in a high tower. Thither 

one 
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one purpofely chofen from amongft her kindred, 
carried what the confultants propofed, and thence 
brought her anfwers, like the minifter and inter- 
preter of a Deity. 

Civilis feeing his power increafed by an alliance 
with the people of Cologn, determined to gain the 
neighbouring Cities, or to make war upon fuch at 
oppofed him. As he had already won the country 
of the Sunicians, and formed their young men into 
Cohorts ; to prevent his further acquiutions Clau* 
dius Labeo, at the head of a band of Betafians^ 
Tungrians and Nervians, fuddenly raifed, fet him- 
felf to withftand him, Labeo confided in the fitua- 
tion of his poft ; for he had before feized the bridge 
upon the river Maes : And as long as the encounter 
continued Jn the pafs, the ifliie was uncertain, till 
the Germans fwimming acrofs, affailed him in the 
rear. Civilis withal flung himfelf into the band 
of the Tungrians, and whether threugh intrepidity^ 
or by agreement and cdlufion he did it, declared 
with an extended voice ; We have not therefore 
« had recourfe to war, that the Batavians and Tre- 

* verians might exercife dominion over thefe na- 

* tions. Far from us be fuch prefumption. Re- 

* ceive us only upon terms of alliance. To you 
« I commit myfelf without conditions, whether yoii 

* chufe me for your Leader, or difpofe of me as a 

* common foldier.* With this fpeech the crowd 
were flruck, and all fheathed their fwords, when 
prcfently Campanus and Juvenalis, two Chiefs 
amongft the Tungrians, furrendered him the whole 
nation. Labeo, ere he was quite befet, cfcaped^ 
To Civilis alfo fubmitted the Betafians and Ner- 
vians, and to his other forces he joined them. He 
was thus become mighty in fway, fince the feveral 
States were either awed by his power, or willing to 
follow his fortune. 

Vol. IIL Q, Julius 
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Julius Sabinus, the while, having defpitefuUy 
pulled down and broken the public Tables contain- 
ing the Confederacy with Rome, caufed himfelf 
to be proclaimed Cajaxy s^nd leading a huge and tu- 
multuous hoft of his countrymen, fuddenly invaded 
the Sequanians, an adjacent State perfevering in 
its fidelity to us. Nor were the Sequanians averfe 
to fight him. To the jufter caufe fortune proved 

Jropitions. The Lingones were routed. Their 
reader. Sabinus, who with notable rafhnefs had pro- 
ceeded to battle, with equal cowardice and affright 
fled from it; nay, in order to raife a report that 
he had perifhed, he fet on fire the country-dwelling 
whither he had fled. There he was believed to 
have fufFered a voluntary death. But by what fin- 
gular artifices he lurked, and thence faved his life 
yet for nine years, I fliall hereafter recount, as alfo 
the unfhaken conflancy of his friends, with the 
fignal example fhown by Epponia his wife. By the 
victory of the Sequanians the fury of the war was 
flayed. The feveral States began by degrees to 
recover coolnefs and judgment, to confider mutual 
right and the obligation of treaties, the reft follow- 
ing the example of that of Rheims 3 This people 
publifhed over all the provinces of Gaul a propofal 
and iuvitation, * for aifembling their feveral Depu- 

* ties, to cohfult, whkh conduced mofl to the 

* good of the whole, Liberty or Peace/ 

At Rome thefe tranfa6lions were all reprefented 
. worfe than they were, and filled Mucianus with 
anguifli. For, though he had already chofen two 
fignal Commanders, Gallus Annius, and Petilius 
Gerialis, he feared that they would fcarqe be abJe to 
bear the weight of the war. Neither was it fafe to 
Jeave the City without a ruler. He dreaded tht^ 
fpirit of Domitian, purfuing his head ftrong lufts^ 
He diftrufted Antonius Primus and Arrius Varus, 
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as above I have related. Varus, who commanded 
the f^raetqrian Guards, was thence vefted with power 
and arms. Him Mucianus difplaced, and, as fome 
folacement for his lofs, fet him over the public 
ftores of grain. Moreover, to mollify Domitian, 
who wanted not afFe6lion for Varus, he beftowed 
the Command of the. Guards upon Arretinus Cle- 
mens, one nearly allied to the houfe of Vefpafian, 
and very dear to Domitian. He urged, * That 

* under the Emperor Caligula, the father of Ar- 
« retinus had glorioufly difcharged the fame truft": 

* It was a name well-pleafing to the foldiery ; 

* and though he were by rank a S^natori he was 
« equal to both funftions.' In the intended expedi- 
tion were employed all men of eminent quality in 
the City ; as were others through application and 
intereft : And now Domitian and Mucianus equip- 
ped themfelves for war, with fpirits very different ; 
the former prefling and impatient from views of his 
own, and the fire of youth ; the latter devifing pro- 
rraftlnations and delays, thence to check his ar- 
dour, left, following the impetuofity of his age, 
and inftigated by mifchievous prompters, were he 
once mafter of the army, he might difconcert all 
meafures, whetlier for peace or war. There were 
led over the Alps the fixth and eighth Legions, 
thefe who hud lately proved conquerors, as alYp 
the one and twentieth of the Vitellian Legions, 
and the fecond of the new levies, by different routs, 
fome over the Penioe and Cottian mountains, fome 
over thre Graian. From Britain was called away 
the fourteenth Legion ; as from Spain were the 
fixth and tenth. The cities therefore of the Gauls, 
quickned'liy the tidings which flew of the advance 
of the arniy, and difpofed of themfelves to gentler 
counfels, affembled at Rheims. There waited here 
Embaffadors from the Treverians, particularly Tul- 
lius Valcntinus, an incendiary vehemently exerting 

Q.2 . war. 
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war* He, in an harangue purpofeiy framed, vent- 
ed a torrent of all the grievances and evils com- 
monly objeded to great empires, with many contu- 
melies and odious imputations upon the Romans » 
fdt he had a turbulent fpirit, fit to roufe infurrec- 
tions, and was favoured by many for his intempe- 
rate eloquence. 

But Julius Aufpex, one of the Chiefs in the State 
of Rheims, difplaved at large the might of the Ro- 
mans, and the bleffings of peace, £ewed, < That 

< war might be undertaken even by the /piritlefs and 
^ cowardly, but muft be conducted at the peril of 

< all the adive and brave, and that already over 

< their heads hung the terror and vengeance of the 
« Legions.' He thus refirained all who had fupc- 
rior prudence, by the motives of reverence and 
allegiance, all the younger men by thofe of dan- 
ger and fear. Thus they extolled the maghaniraity 
of Valentinus, but followed the counfel of Au/pex. 
Towards the Treverians and Lingones it is certain 
it proved matter of difguft and obje(Sion amongft 
the Gauls, that in the infurredion of Vindex, they 
bad adhered to Verginius. From purfutng a general 
confederacy many were deterred by the mutual jea- 
loufy and competition of the feveral Provinces. It 
was afked, * Where muft be the head of the war ? 

* Whither muft they recur for fupreme authority 

* and the direSion of the Aufpices ? and, (hould 

< all their purfuics profper, what place wouM they 

< chufe for the feat of Empire.' No viStory had 
they gained, yet already were they jarring. Some 
boafted their alliances, fome their wealth and forces, 
others their antiquity ; and from all thefe each 
claimed fuperior prerogative and rule. From their 
anxiety about future uncertainties and events^ they 
at lafi agreed to acquiefce in their prefent condition. 
To the Treverians letters were written in the name 
of the States of Gaul, < to lay down their arms 

< whilfi 
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« whilft their pardon was yet to be procured, atkl 

* their friends ready to intercede for them, if thef 

* manifefted remorfe.* This counfel the fame Va- 
lentinus oppofed ; and againft it (hut the ears of his 
Nation ; not that he was fo intent ppon providing 
for war, as affiduous in popular harangues. 

In truth, nor Treverians nor Lingones, nor others 
of the revolted nations, a£led fuitably to the mighty 
peril and difficulty which they had ventured to en- 
counter. Even their Leaders united not to pro- 
mote the common intereft : Civilis was tracing the 
Belgic defarts, with defign to take Claudius Labeo^ 
or to drive him away. Clafficus was moftly im- 
merfed in floth and eafe, as if his Monarchy were 
eftablilhed in fecurity, and he were thus enjoying it. 
Nor, indeed, did Tutor haflen to fortify with gar- 
rifons the upper bank of the Rhine, no more than 
the ridges and pafles of the Alps. During all this 
the iwenty-firft Legion forced an entrance by the 
way of VindonifTa, as did Sextilius Felix with the 
auxiliary Cohorts through Rhoetia. To thefe there 
joined themfelves the Squadron of horfe entitled the 
Singular^ who had been formerly called! to the afBft- 
ance of Vitellius, and then efpoufed the party of 
Vefpafian, Over them, commanded Julius Brig^n-* 
ticus, fitter's fon to Civilis, hated by his uncle and 
hating him: Such ufually are the enmities of re- 
lations, of all others the keeneft. Tutor to his 
Treverian forces, already augmented by a frefh le- 
vy of the Vangiones, Ceracatians and Tribocians, 
added a reinforcement of Veteran foot and horfe. 
Thefe legionary foldiers, debauched by promifes, 
or vanquifhed by fear, at firft flew a Cohort fent 
before the reft by Sextilius Felix, but anon feeing the 
Roman Leaders and Armies approach, by an honour- 
able defertion returned again to us. Their example 
was followed by the Tribocians, the Vangiones and 
Ceracatians. Tutor accompanied by the Trcve?- 

0.3 "a'W* 
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ri^ns, avoiding Magontiacum, retired to Bingium, 
confiding In the fituation of the place, for that he 
had broken the bridge upon the river Nava. But 
by the O^horts who, under the condudl of Sexti- 
lius, purfued him and had difcovered a ford, he was 
furprized and routed. By this defeat the Treverians 
were thoroughly ftruck and humbled. Xhe com- 
mon fort caft away their arms, and ftraggled over 
the fields. Sojne of their Chiefs, to appear the firft 
"who had renounced the war, repaired for fandluary 
to the cities which had not relinquilhed their alliance 
with Rome. The Legions, whom I have above 
related to have been removed from Novcfium and 
Bonn to the State of the Treverians, renewed of 
their own accord the oath of allegiance to Velpafian. 
Thefe tranfaftions happened in the abfence of Va- 
lentinus. As he hafted to return^ full of rage^ and 
bent upon reviving univerfal confufion and calamity, 
the Legions withdrew to the Mediomatricians, a 
people confederate with us, Valentinus and Tutor 
urged the Treverians again to arms, and caufed 
Herennius and Numifius, Commanders of Legions, 
to be flain, thence to ftrengthen the common band 
of iniquity and guilt, by precluding all hopes of 
pardon. 

Such was the ftate .of the war, when Petilius 
Cerialls arrived at Magontiacum. By his arrival, 
confident hopes were raifed. He bimfelf, paflionate 
for fighting, and rather brave in defpifing the enemy 
than circumfpe£t to ward againft them, by the bold- 
nefs and defiance of his language fired the minds 
of the foldicry : For he refolved^ on the firft oc- 
cafion of meeting the eneniy, to proceed without 
delay to battle. The levies made amongft the Gauls 
he fent home again to their refpeftive cities, with 
orders to declare there, * That for the defence of 
* the Roman Empire the Roman Legions fuiHced. 

* Our ' 
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* Our allies might return to the eafe and occupa- 

* tions of peace, in the fame fecurity as if the war 

* were ended, fince the Roman bands had now un- 

* der taken if.' This behaviour augmented the duty 
and lubmiiEon of the Gauls. For, having reco- 
vered again the youth of their country, they bore 
with the greater patience the exa^rbn of Tribute. 
They indeed proved the mor6 obfequious for being 
contemned. But Civifis and Clafflcus, when they 
learnt that Tutor was defeated, the Treverians 
ilaughtercd, all things profperous to their eniemies, 
were under great hurry and affright, and gathering 
together their fcattered forces warned Valentin us 
the while, by repeated meffages, not to rifk the 
whole caufe in a battle. Hence with the more ra- 
pidity Cerialis moved ; and having fent certain per- 
fons into the region of the Mediomatricians, with 
direcfJions to lead the Legions there by a Ihorter 
way againft the foe, he drew into one body what« 
ever foldiers he found at Magontiacum, with all 
that he had brought over the Alps, and in three 
marches reached Rigodulum j a place where Va- 
lentinus, with a numerous band of Treverians, 
was pofted, defended and enclofed by the moun- 
tains and the river Mofelle. He had befides added 
deep trenches, with barricades of huge ftones. Thcfe 
bulwarks daunted not the Roman General, nor 
flayed him from ordering the foot to force a paffage, 
nor from leading the horfe in battle array up the 
hill, in contempt of the enemy, as men who Ivere 
levied at random, and could derive no fuch aid 
from their fituation, but that his would find ftill 
more in their own bravery. In mounting the afcent 
fome fmall ftay was found, from the great flight of 
the enemies miflive weapons. The moment they 
clofed hand to hand they were thrown down, ana 
tumbled like the ruins of a falling edifice. More-* 

Q, 4 over. 
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ovefy part of the cavalry wheeling round tl 
level brows of the mountain, took the mc 
ftriout Belgians, and aoiongft thein Valentiij 
General. J 

Cerialis qn the day following entered the .i 
of the Treveriaos, and the foldiers vtrcrc pa^ 
for deftroying the City, for that < this vp: 
birtb*place of Clafficus, this that of Tutor j 
by whofe barbarous wickednefs the Legions 
befieged and flain. What guilt fo mighty 
Cremona incurred, a City era(ed from the 
fom of Italy only for having poilponed for a /i 
night the glory of the conquerors ? Upon 
hoftile borders of Germany ftood this Capita] 
touched, nay, triumphing in the fpoils, trium 
ing in the flaugbter of our armies and Cc 
manders. The plunder of the place let the I 
chequer reap. To themfelves, to the foldk 
the cpnflagration of the place and utter ruin 
a Colony fo rebellious, would be abundant / 
tisfaiSlion, fuch as would compenfate the lofs ar 
deflruiSlion of fo many Camps.' Cerialis dreac 
ng infamy to himfelf, Ihould h'e be thought t 
nure the foldiery to licentioufne& and cruelty^ re 
buked their rage, and they obeyed ; for fince th< 
civil wars had ceafed, they were more tradable anc 
obfervant in fuch as were foreign. From this hem 
another objeft diverted their attention, even the 
miferable afpeft of the Legions called from the State 
of the Mediomatricians. Sad and dejeSed they 
flood, filled with compun>3ion for their ignominy 
and crimes, their eyes unmoveably fixt upon the 
ground. Betvi^een the two armies, when they joined, 
no mutual falutation enfued. To fuch as offered 
them confolatipn, to thofe who exhorted them to 
be of good chear, they made no anfwer, {caking 
to hide themfelves in their tents, and flying thelight. 
' ' Nor 
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Nor fo much through peril or apprehenfion were 
they thus confounded, as through ihame and dif- 
honour. Under confternation too remained the 
other body, they who had juft been conquerors. 
As by arguments therefore and fupplications they 
durft not intercede for themfelves, they implored 
their pardon by.filence and weeping, till Cerialis 
pacified their minds. He urged, * That whatever 

* had happened through the turbulence of the fol- 

* diers, the, diffention of their Commanders, or the 

* wicked artifices of their enemies, had been no 

* other than the inevitable operations of fate. This 

* day they ihuft confider as the firft day of their 

* warfare and allegiance. Their oflfences paft nei- 
« ther the Empergr nor himfelf would remember/ 
They were then received into the fame Camp, and 
through every company an order >ya8 publiflied, 
that upon any conteft or difputc, no one fhould 
prcfume to reproach bis fellow-foldiers with any 
paft infurredion or defeat. Anon having aflemblcd 
the Trcverians and Lingones, he fpoke to them ii> 
the following ftrain. 

* The faculty of eloquence I never cultivated j 
and it is only by arms thnt I have afferted and 
maintained the magnanimity of the Romans. But 
fince With you words are found of fuch exceed- 
ing weight ; fince good and evil are not clHmated 
by their qualities and nature, dut by the clamours 
of incendiares j I determine to offer you a few 
confiderations, which, fince the war is diffipated, 
may be more advantageous for you to bear, than 
for us to have explained. Into your territories 
and thofe of the other .Gauls the Roman Com- 
manders entered not from any avidity or pafBon 
of their own^ b^t at the earneft fuit of your an- 
ceftors then urged by inteftine quarrels carried on 
even to common jruin and defuiation» Nay, the 
0.5 " ^er. 
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Germans, called in for fuccours, had faftened the 
yoke of fervitude upon friends and enemies, with- 
out diftindion. Abundantly apparent it is and 
glaring, in how many battles we have encoun- 
tered the Cimbrians and Teutones, with what in« 
finite fatigue and diftrefs to our armies, as well 
as with what fuccefs, we have conduAed fo many 
German wars. Nor do we therefore guard the 
Rhine,x that by it we may fecure Italy ; but only 
to prevent another Arioviilus from gaining the 
Sovereignty over the Gauls. Do you believe 
yourfelvcs dearer to Civilis and. the Batavians, 
dearer to the nations beyond the Rhine, than 
were your fathers and grandfathers to the anceftors 
of thefe i For the defcent of the Germans into 

^ the provinces of Gaul, the ^mie motives will be 
for ever fubfrfling,' even the gratification of their 
appetites, their avarice, their fondnefs of chang- 
ing feats, that, forfaking their own marihes and 
defarts, they may pofTefs this your fine and fertile 
foil, and you with it. But they tempt you with 
Liberty, with fine pretences and fine names. Nor 
did ever man third for dominion to himfelf and 
to put bonds upon others, without employing the 
fame popular fuunds. Tyrants and wars there 
ever were amongft the Galils, till you fubmitted 
to pur jurifdiftion. We, however frequently pro- 
voked by you, have never exercifed the right of 
conquerors further over you, than juft to enjoin 
you what we found neceilary for maintaining pub- 
lic peace. For, neither can nations be main- 
tained in repofe without arms, nor arms without 
foldiers and pay, nor pay without tribute. In all* 
other matters, your lot is the fame with ours. It 
is you that frequently command our Legions, it 
is you that adminifter thefe Provinces as well as 
other Provinces, from you we keep nothing dif- 

* tina^ 
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tinft, nothing withholden. From the reign too 
of princes popular and beloved you derive equat 
benefit with us, however ren^te you live ; and 
cruel princes are always ready to diTcharge their 
fury upon thofe who are nearcft. With the fame 
patience that you bear a barren feafon or ten^pef-^ 
tuous rains, and other natural calamities, learn 
to bear the prodigality or avarice of your Sove-^ 
reigns. Vices there will be as Jong as there arc 
men : Yet fuch misfortunes are not perpetual, and 
by the intervention and return of a better lot, 
compenfation i^ made. Unlefs, perhaps, ybu hope 
for gentler rule under the reign of Tutor' and 
Claflicus, and that, with impofitions lighter than 
the prefent, armies will be raifed and maintained^ 
fuch. as are able to repulfe the Britons and Ger-* 
mans. For were (what the Gods forbid) the Ro* 
mans expulfed, what dfe muft fucceed but uni- 
vi^rfal w^r of nation againA nation ? By propi- 
tious fortune and good di(ci)riine>for a. courfe of 
eight hundred years, has this frame of Empire 
been fettled into compa^nefs and ftrength, nor 
can it be rent afunder without bringing deAruc- 
tion upon fuch as rend it. But to you Gauls, of 
ail jncn^ the greateft dapger is threatened, yoit 
who pofTeis gold and Wealth^ things which are the 
flrongeft temptations Co war. Hence you ought 
to love peace and ctdtivate it,, to love land reve- 
rence Rome, a Qty from which we f)oflefs in 
common, the . vaaquiAied - and' vanquifliers, the 
fame equal privileges and prote£Honi Take warn* 
ing from experience, from your trial' of both for- 
tunes, afid< yield not to a fpirit of revolt followed 
by deftrtidiion rather than to. the ^atf of fub- 
miffion accompanied with .fecurity.' *> With this 
difcourfe he calmed and encouraged them ; for they 
were apprehending a chaftifement very fevere. 

0^6 The 
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The conquering triny were yet in po(&ifion of 
the territories of the Treverians, when froai Ct- 
vilis and Clafficus there came letters to Cerialis, 
and in fubftance contained, < That Vcfpafian was 
« certainly dead I though the couriers fuppreiied the 

* tidings of his death. With inteiline war. Italy 

* and Rome were utterly confumed ; Muctanus 
^ and Domitian were only names, utterly vain and 

* deftitute of ftrength. Now were Ceriaiis difpofed 

* to afliime to hiiiifelf the Empire of the Gadls, 

* they declared themfelves content with the extent 
^ ana bounds of their own State. But if to fuch 
« a propofal he preferred a batrie, neither was that 

* what they declined.' To Civilis and Clafficud 
he returned no anfwer. Him who brought the let-* 
ters he fent to Domitian. From all quarters the 
enemy advanced in parties. Many cenfured Ce- 
Tialis for fufiering thenri to join, when be inight 
have furprized and routed them piece-meal. The 
Roman Army enclofed their Camp with a trench 
and rampart ; for at iirft they had encamped with« 
oitt any defence. 

In the German hoft were found oppofite opinions 
and debate. Civile judged * it neceflary to await 

* the arrival of the nations beyond the Rhine : 

* Through dread of thefe the Roman forces would 

* be ftrucfc with diimay and trodden under foot. 
^ Of the Gauls what otiier account could be made^ 

* but that they would be the fure prey -of the con- 

* querors ? Yet the Belgians, who are the ftrength 

< of the Gauls, efpoufe us openly, at leaft favour 

* us in their hearts.' Tutor maintained, * That 

* by procraftination and time the power of the 

* Romans would inareafe, as their armies were af- 

< fembUng from all parts. Prom Britatti a Legion 

* was tranfported ; from Spain there were Legions 
« called ; out of Italjr the Legions were already ad« 

* vancing: 
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* vancing : Forces not haftily levied, but old fol- 

* dicrs trained in war.' The Germans, whofe com- 

* ing they themfelves hoped, were people fubjedl 

* to no authority, no difcipline or management ; 

* but guided in all things by their own headftrong 

* humour.^ Of money and prefcnts, by which only 

* they were to be corrupted, the Romans had far 
^ the grater ftore; nor was any man fo addided 

* to arms, as not to chufe repofe rather than dan- 

* ger, where the wages were equal. Now were a 
' battle forthwith to enfue, Gerialis bad no Le-^ 

,* gions to fupport him, fave fuch as remained of 
^ the German army, and had flood engaged in a 
^ confederacy with the Gauls. Even their fucce(s 

* in routing, beyond their own hopes, the tunf)ul- 
^ tuous band led by Valentinus, was an incentive 

* to their temerity and that of their Leader. Agaiii 

^ they would affured venture, and thus fall into - 

* the hands, not of a youth void of experience^ 

* rather exercifed in words and in animating po- 

* pular ailemblies, than in weapons and war, but 

* into the hands of Civilis, the hands of Clailicus. 

* At the fight of thefe Chiefs, their former terrors 

* would repoflefs their fouls, their former flight and 
^ defeats, their former famine and miferies, with 

* the fad reflexion how often they had been taken 

* captive, how often holden their lives at the mercy 

* of thefe their conquerors. Neither were the Tre- 
^ verians or the Lingones ft^d by choice or aflFec- 

* tion to the Romans : They were ready to refume 

* their arms as foon as their prefent fear was re- 

* moved.' Clafficus ended the conteft by approv- 
ing the couof^t of Tutor, and inflantly they pur- 
fued it. 

In arraying their army, to the Ubtans and Lin- 
gones the center was ailigned. Upon the right 
wing were potted the Batavian &^of ts 1 upon the 

left 
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with them to bind their mutual ftipulations. In 
the interval they (laughtered all the Germans living 
amongft them and difperfed in their boufes. Hence 
their dread and juft petitions for prote£lion> ere 
the enemy had recruited their forces and were pre- 
pared to engage in freih defigns, or at leaft to exe- 
cute their vengeance. For, Civilis too was bent 
upon proceeding thither furniflied with no contemp- 
tible force, as confidtne in a Cohort which he 
thought yet intire and the moft refolute of all the 
reft namely that compoied of Chaucians and Fri- 
fiant, and quartered at Tolbiacum in the territories 
of Cologn. But he changed his puipofe upon fad 
tidines, that by the fraud of the people of Cologn 
the Cohort was deftroyed ; for the former having 
largely (eafted the Germans, and when drunk and 
afleep, (hut them in, fet fire to their dwellings, and 
burnt them alive. At the fame time Cerialis, by a 
hafty march, was come to proteft that State* Ano- 
ther terror too befet Civilis, left the fourteenth 
Legion, in conjunction with the fleet from Britain, 
fhoiild diftrefs the Bats^vians, by devaftations upon 
their fea coafts. But this Legion Fabius Prifcus, 
its Commander, led by land into the territories of 
the Nervians and Tungrians, and thefe two^ States 
'were taken under the Roman prote^on. Upon 
the fleet the Caninefates, without flaying for. an 
ailault, made one ; and the greater part of the fliips 
were fonk or feized. Moreover, a large multitude 
of the Nervians, who of their own accord had 
taken arms in the defence of the Romans, were 
routed by the fame Canine&tes. Qafficus too had 
a fuccefsfu) encounter with the horfemen fent for* 
ward by Ceriatis to Novefium : Difafters which, 
however inconfiderable, yet by being frequent and 
fucceflive, impaired the credit and renown ^ the 
history lately obtained* 

During 
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During thefe days Mucianus ordered the fon of^ .^- 
Vitfllius to be flain. He pretended, that civil dif-.- 

, qQ|^^ would never ceafe, unlefs the feeds of war. 
\OTe xruflied and extinguifhed. Nor would he fuf-. 

>^ftj|:Antonius Primus to attend Domitian in the 
5fa|t;erted expedition 5 fuch pain and jealoufy he . 
fell from the love of his foldiers to Antonius, as 

\.^^1 as from the arrogance of the man, one fa 
fe^ from bearing a fuperior, that he could not bear, 
^^j|n his equals. Thus Antonius retired and pro- 

. <pe§led to Vefpafian, where he was reedy ei^, as not •• 
fuSable to his own hopes, fo without "ah^ il| cgnV^' 
t^i^ce or fournefs from the Emperor/ 'Ehe^^^^^^^ 
ibflVefpafian was undcr>a,'Confiid> pal^e iidc 

. rlw^yed by the great' fervk:e&".of Ant onius^'OTlwhofc 
iqiitary condu(^ the;.>9ai'fiY.as unqueflioriabiy ac- ? 

. co| (iplifbed, on the other by litters front Mman us. = 
[]Pt} > the reft at the fame time corpbining to difgracc 
h^ I'.charged him with a peftilcnt fpirit, fwoln with 
pfl jt^ and overbearing 5. and, to heighten the charge^ 
aWei the enormities of his former life. Neither 
.^ikd he to inVite enmities by his contumacious 

.Jt^friage : for with exceffive bft^pjation he was w;ont 
.rojrecount his exploits and dejertsf* The other, 
Cinmanders he .^treated with d^fpfght, particularly 

. C^eina, as a captive, a mean fpirit that had tamely 
igiV^ndered. Hence by degrees he funk in his cha^ 

v-*tiiRfe?r and eftimaiion, yet from the Emperor itiU 

^-iSiairiQd the/- face and appearance of friendfhip. '■^. :vi 

^■r^urihg the months which Vefpafian pafled at 

. *A^^2ndri,a, ^awaiting a, fafc gaflage from the gentle 

r.w&ther ret'uroing with the lummer, many miracles 

•^<»e wroQght, whence was fignified to Vefpafian 

cel^eftial favour, with the concurrence and defigna- 

^||!lon.of the Eleitie^. A certain man of Alexandria,. 
~ of the . comnionalty, noted for want, of fight, 
Irating himfelf at his feet implored a cure for 
"'■ his 
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his blindne/s, by premonition from Scrapis, tbe God 
whom that nation, devoted to fuperftition, adores 
beyond all others. He befought the Emperor, 

• That with his fpittle he would condefcend to 
^ waib his cheeks and the bails of his eyes/ Ano- 
ther, lame in his hand, at the direSion of the fame 
God, prayed him to tread upon it. Vefpafian at 
firft derided and refufed them. As they continued 
importunate, he wavered : Now he feared the cha- 
raster and imputation of vanity^ anon was drawn 
into hopes through the intreaties of the fupplicants^ 
and the arguments of flatterers. ' At laft he ordered 
the phyfipians to examine whether fuch blindnefs 
and fuch, lamenefs were curable by human aid. 
Tbe phyiGcians reafoned doubtfully : * In this man 

• the power of fight was not wholly extinft, and 
^ would return, were the oMhcles removed. Tjhe 

• other man's joints were diftorted, and might *be 

• reftored with regular preflure and draining, fo 

• the Gods perhaps the cure was well pleafing, , said 

• by them the Emperor was ordained the divine m- 

• ftcument to accpmplifli it. To conclude, fr<im 

• the fuccefs of the remedy the g!i>ry would accrue 

• to tbe Prince. If it failed, the wretches thei|ir 

• felves muft bear the derifion.' Vefpafian therefore 
conceiving that within the reach of his fortune ^11 
things lay, and that nothing was any longer incre- 
di|ple, performed the tafk with a chearful counte.^ 
nance, before a multitude intent upon the ifloe. 
Inftantly the lame hand recpvered full flrength, iid 
upon the eyes of the blind light broke in. Both- 
events thofe who were prefent continue even hiw 
to recount, when from falfificatian any gain is po, 
longer to be hoped. 

Hence Vefpafian was feized with a paflion morV 
profound for vifiting the refidence of the Deity, to 
confult him about the date and fortune of the Eiti- 

piccy 
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pire. He commanded all men to/etiiefrom the 
Temple, and then entered himfelf, Whilft he was 
there intent upon contemplating the Deity, behind 
his own back he perceived one of the Grandees of 
JEgypt named Bafil.des, one whom he knew to be 
then diftant many days journeys from Alexandria, 
and by ficknefs confined. He examined the priefts, 
whether Bafilides had that day entered the Temple : 
He a(ked fuch as he met, whether he had been feen; 
in the City, Thea by horremen purpofely difpatched 
he full learnt, that he was at. that inftant eighty 
miles from thence. He then underftood the vifioa 
to be divine, and from the name of Bafilides in- 
ferred an eflFe(9:ual anfwer. 

Concerning vthe original of this Deity the Ro- 
man writers are hitherto filcnt. The archpriefts 
of -SEgypt thus recount it; * That when King 

• Ptolemy, the firft Macedonian who fettled the 
*. iEg^ptian State, had with walls fortified Alex- 
^ ^ndria then lately built, in it reared a Temple, 
< and inftituted religious rites, there appeared to- 
^ him in hi& ileep a. young man of fignal beauty^ 
^ in flature more than, human, who admonrflied hint 

* to difpatch into Pontus fqme of his niofi trufiy 
^ friends^ thence to bring away his Statue ; for that 
' fortunate to his kingdom it would prove, and 
^ mighty and. glorious would be the city which en-^ 
^ tertained it : That the young man having thu» 
^ once appeared, mounted up into heaven in a huge 
' blaze of fire.' Ptolemy, ilruck with the augury 

.and miraculous apparition, difcovered this his night* 
ly vifion to the iEgyptian )5riefl:$, whofe profe§ioi> 
it is to be (killed in things of this fort. But as they 
appeared to be ignorant of Pontus and of all things 
foreign, he had recourfe to Timotheus the Athe- 
nian, 6f the race of the Eumolpides, one whom 
he had fcnt for from. Eieufis, to prefide in the ad- 

miniilration 
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viiniflration of things facred. Him he a(ked wiiat 
kind of fuperftition this might be, and who that 
fame Deity ? Timotheus informing himfelf by fuch 
as had frequently pafled into Pontus, learnt that the 
City of Siiiope ftood there^ and not far from it a 
Temple of ancient renown amongft the natives, 
that of the It^imal Jupiter^^ for that by him ftood 
alio a feminine Sutue bv many called Proferpina. 
But Ptolemy who^ fuitabJy to the fpirit of Kings^ 
was very fubjed to dread, as foon as he had refumed 
his former iecurity^ more bent upon feats of plea- 
fure than thofe of religion, came by degrees to. 
negleA the purfuit, and to apply his mind to other 
cares ; tiU the fame apparition now more terrible 
and urging, denounced certain perdition to his per- 
fon and monarchy, if its orders were not executed. 
He then directed Embailadors and rich gifts to be, 
difpatched to Scydrothemis, who then reigned in 
Sinope, with orders when they were ready to fail, 
to repair to the Oracle of the Pythian AppoUo. Calm 
and favourable they found the fea, and the anfwer 
of the God void of ambiguity ; ^ That they fhpuld 

* proceed, and with them carry home the Image 

• of his father, but leave behind that of his fifter/ 

' Upon their arrival at Sinope, to Scydrothemis 
they presented their gifts, their fuit, and the in- 
ftru£tions from their King* The Prince of Sinope 
found himfelf under different agitations of fpirit. 
Now he dreaded to ofFend the Deity, anon was 
frightened by the menaces of the people oppofing 
the removal of his Statue ; and frequently moved by . 
the prefents and promifes^ of the Erobafladors, he 
was difpofed to comply. In this negotiation three 
years were fpent ; for Ptolemy fpared no intreaties 
nor cooled in his zeal ; he augmented the number 
and dignity of the Emdafladors, increafed the Ihips, 
and added frdh ftore of gold. To Scydrothemis 

then 
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then appeared a fpe£bre direful and threatening, 
warning him, < no longer to retard what the Deity 
^ had determined.' Upon him, whilft lie ftill lin- 
gered, there fell calamities manifold, and (ore dif- 
eafes, with the vengeance of the offended Deities 
manifeftly purfuing him and proving every day more 
and more fevere« Having called a popular affem^ 
bly, he explained to them < the injundions of the 
^ God, his own vifion with thofe of Ptolemy, and 
f the fearful evils which were impending/ The 
commonalty oppofed the King. They envied 
£gypt fuch an acquifition, apprehending evil con'* 
Sequences to themfelves, and tumultuoufly encom- 
pafled the Temple. Hence common fame heighten- 
ing the marvel, has recounted, ^That the God 
< of his own motion, and without help, conveyed 
« himfelf into the {hips lying dole to the {bore/ 
Infomuch that, what is prodigious to be told, on 
the third day after, they arrived at Alexandria ; 
in fo fliort a fpace had they traverfed luch an im- 
menfe tra£l of fea 1 A Temple was reared fuitable 
to the greatnefs of the City, in a place called Rha- 
cotis. There a Chapel had ftood, dedicated of 
old to Serapis and Ifis. Tl^efe are the traditions 
of mod renown concerning the origin andtranf* 
portation of the God. Neither am I unapprised 
of what is ailerted by fome, that he was brought 
from Seleucia a City of Syria, in the reign of Pto- 
lemy the third; or by others, that the fame Pto- 
lemy caufed him to tie removed, but that the re- 
moval was from Memphis, a City once very cele- 
brated, the Head and glory of ancient ^gfpt* The 
pod himfelf many conjedure to be ^fculapiust 
ibr that by him the (ick are healed. Some take 
him to be Ofiris, a Deity of the higheft antiquity 
sunongft ^efe nations. Many think him Jupiter, 
as accounted the Almighty difpofer of all things. 

Moft 
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Mod of all imagine, that he is old Pluto, either 
from apparent tokens and indications about him, or 
from guefles and inferences of their own. 

Now Domitian and Mucianus, ere they reached 
the Alps, received tidings of the fuccefsful feats 
»gainft the Treverians. What proved the chief 
confirmation of the viStory was the captivity of 
Valentinus the enemy's General, who with a foul 
no wife caft down, by his countenance declared the 
intrepidity and ddiance with which he had a£led. 
If he was heard in his own vindication, it was only 
fof curiofity, to difcover the fpirit of the man* He 
was therefore condemned : But even under the hands 
of the executioner, when one upbraided him that his 
country was taken, he replied, ^ That he therefore 

• embraced death as a confetatron and relief/ 
What Mucianus had long purpofed and concealed, 
he now communtcated as no mtyre than his imme- 
diate feiTtiments upon the prefent fituation, ^ That 

• fince by the benignity of the Gods the forces of 
« the enemy were broken, with an ill grace would 
« Domitian proceed, now the war was nigh con- 

• eluded, and intercept the glory due to another : 

• Indeed, were the Empire threatened with peril, 

• or were the Gauls in general expofed to danger, 

< It behoved the Emperor*s fon to venture his per* 

• fon in battle. To contend with the Caninefates 

• and Batavians fmaller Leaders were to be ailigned, 

• Let Domitian retire to Lyons, and from thence 

• difplay the power and fortune of the Empire at 

< hand, neither engaging in diminutive hazards, 

• nor failing to meet fuch as were greater/ Thefe 
his artifices were well underftood ; hut here, in a 
good meafnre, depended the merit of obeying, that 
they were not to feem dlfbbvered. Thus they came 
to^Lyons. From thence Domitian is believed to 
have tried, by fecret inter-agents, to corrupt the 

fidelity 
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fidelity of Cerialis, and propofed whether he would 
commit into his hands the Army arfd Empire, if 
he came in perfon. Uncertain it remained what 
defigns poflefled him, whether he meditated a war 
againft his father, or to arm himfelf with power 
and forces, againft his brother. For by fage ma- 
nagement and evafions Cerialis eluded his fuit, as 
that of one who with a childifh foridnefs longed 
for things wild and vain. Domitian perceiving that 
the elder mendefpifed his youth, began to relin- 
quilh all fundions of government, even the fmalleft, 
and fuch as he was wont to difpenfe. Under the 
guife of fimplicity and an humble mind, he buried 
himfelf in folitude, feigning a'zeaP for learning and 
the love of poetry, thence to conceal his paffions, 
and to efcape the jealoufy of his brother, upon whofe 
gentler nature, fo different from his own, he put a 
contrary and malevolent conftrudHon. 



The End of the Third Volume- 
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